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Fiji independence day

Isikeli Mataitoga 
Ambassador of Fiji 

It is with great pleasure and 
honor on this memorable oc-
casion to extend on behalf of 
the president 
of the R epublic 
of Fiji, the gov-
ernment and 
people of Fiji, 
warm greetings 
to T heir Impe-
rial Majesties 
Emperor A ki-
hito and E mpress Michiko, and 
the members of the Imperial 
Household, as well as to the gov-
ernment and people of this great 
nation, Japan. I extend warm 
greetings and “bula vinaka” to 
all Fiji nationals and friends of 
Fiji in Japan.

I convey once again the con-
dolences of the people and the 
government of Fiji to the govern-
ment of Japan for the sad loss of 
lives during the March 11 Great 
East Japan E arthquake. Fiji is 
confident that Japan’s renowned 
solidarity and history of recovery 
during such calamities will en-
hance recovery efforts in areas 
affected by the earthquake and 
the ensuing tsunami. We pray 
for comfort and peace for those 
that have lost loved ones and a 
speedy recovery of the econo-
mies in the prefectures affected.

Fiji offers students help
Following the devastating earth-
quake and tsunami in the T o-
hoku region, Prime Minister of 
Fiji C ommodore Josaia Voreqe 
Bainimarama offered Fiji’s as-
sistance to the government of 
Japan. This was followed by the 
prime minister’s approval that 
the government offer 20 places 
to university and high school 
students affected by this earth-

quake. Under the assistance 
program, students will relocate 
to Fiji for up to one year and 
will be admitted to the Fiji N a-
tional University and selected 
government-managed secondary 
schools in Fiji. 

This assistance program is 
an expression of our solidar-
ity and support to the people 
of Japan generally and in par-
ticular those directly affected by 
the earthquake and tsunami in 
the T ohoku region. Fiji’s stance 
in making this offer is consis-
tent with the same selfless spirit 
and fraternal relationship, with 
which our forefathers sent sol-
diers to assist in the Malaysian 
emergency, peacekeeping in the 
Middle E ast and elsewhere, the 
Bougainville crisis, etc. It char-
acterizes our desire to extend 
selfless love and sacrifice at great 
personal costs.

Japanese aid, assistance
Japan remains as one of Fiji’s 
major donors in the economic 
and social sectors. Japan’s official 
development assistance (ODA) 
program extended through the 
Japan International C oopera-
tion A gency (JICA) continues 
to provide valuable assistance 
through technical training, hu-
man resources and project de-
velopment in various sectors in 
Fiji. Close to 50 JICA experts and 
volunteers are currently working 
in Fiji in various areas.

The ODA policy to Fiji is basi-
cally in line with Japan’s General 
Assistance Plan for the Pacific 
Region. While there are three 
vital components of the ODA 
program, i.e. grant aid, technical 
cooperation and loan aid, cur-
rent principal components that 
are practicable for Fiji are tech-
nical cooperation and grant aid 
for basic human needs. 

Bilateral relationship
Japan’s agreement in O ctober 
2010 for Fiji and Japan to de-
velop a bilateral framework, in 
the form of a memorandum of 
understanding setting out some 
guidelines for deepening trade 
and investment in specific sec-
tors of the Fiji economy, will 
further deepen and enhance 
Japan-Fiji trade and investment 
relations. T his is indicative as 
well of Japan’s resolve to main-
tain bilateral relations with Fiji 
and remains strong evidence of 
its commitment to consider Fiji 
as a dialogue and equal sover-
eign state.

Fiji continues to enjoy trading 
ties with Japan with an annual 
bilateral trade of ¥8 billion. We 
have recorded significant sur-
pluses in our balance of trade 
with Japan for several months 
leading to October 2011. 

Fiji’s economic reforms
The economic reforms under-
taken by Fiji under the Roadmap 
for D emocracy and Sustainable 
Socio-Economic D evelopment 

have produced positive mid-
term results. Fiji’s economic 
standing was recently assessed 
at a higher level by the credit-

rating agency Standard & Poor’s. 
The various key reforms now 
under way, including reforms 
on land management being the 

basic resource for Fiji’s economic 
growth, when successfully com-
pleted will be the catalysts for 
promising economic growth in 
Fiji.

The United N ations Mil-
lennium D evelopment Goals 
(MDGs) have been successfully 
integrated under Fiji’s Roadmap 
for D emocracy and Sustainable 
Socio-Economic D evelopment 
to ensure successful implemen-
tation and achievement of MDG 
targets. Described as the “great-
est collective antipoverty project 
in human history,” Fiji will con-
tinue to encourage and mobilize 
its citizens and communities to 
take ownership of MDGs. 

Reasons for celebration
Our people have a lot to be 
thankful for during the last 41 
years of our journey. Our nation 
is a beautiful island of tranquil-
lity in the midst of worldwide 
upheavals. We have a compas-
sionate and resilient people of 
many races who have learned to 
live together over the years de-

spite their differences. 
Fiji continues to support inter-

national peacekeeping missions 
in trouble spots around the globe 
under the U.N. banner. Our ser-
vicemen and servicewomen who 
have served in U.N. missions 
have been mentioned well for 
their bravery and commitment 
to the common good of human-
ity, and we pay tribute to those 
that have made the ultimate sac-
rifice.

As we celebrate today, we as 
a nation have every reason to 
be grateful to A lmighty God for 
his tender mercies that have en-
abled us to come thus far, a na-
tion poised for greater things.

May I extend our sincere ap-
preciation to all our corporate 
sponsors, the Japan-Fiji Friend-
ship Society, friends of Fiji in 
Japan and members of the Fiji 
community for their support 
and genuine commitment to the 
promotion of good will between 
Japan and Fiji. 

Finally, my sincere gratitude 
to The Japan Times, whose gen-
erous support we have always 
received over the years and for 
allowing us this tremendous op-
portunity to celebrate Fiji’s 41st 
anniversary of independence 
with its readers.

May God bless Fiji-Japan rela-
tions.

Celebrating Fiji: one nation, one destiny 

Ocean life: Fiji is a paradise for marine sports such as sailing, fishing, swimming, snorkeling and 
scuba diving.  Embassy of Fiji

Los Angeles AFP-JIJI
California Gov. Jerry Brown signed the Development, Relief and 
Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act into law Saturday, 
making illegal immigrants eligible for state money to attend 
American universities and colleges, his office said.

Under the act, illegal immigrants who went to high school in 
California can receive Cal-Grant aid, which last year gave grants 
to more than 370,000 poor students of an average $4,500 each.

“Going to college is a dream that promises intellectual 
excitement and creative thinking. The DREAM Act benefits us all 
by giving top students a chance to improve their lives and the 
lives of all of us,” Brown said.

California officials estimate that around 2,500 students will 
qualify for the grants under the new state legislation, called AB 
131, costing $14.5 million, Brown’s office said in a statement.

The overall Cal-Grant program is funded at $1.4 billion, 
meaning only 1 percent of all of its money will be potentially 
impacted by AB 131 when the law goes into effect, it said.

Brown, a veteran Democrat, took office in January, 
succeeding Republican actor-turned-politician Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who had vetoed the legislation.

The passage of the law in liberal California, which has a 
massive immigrant population, can be seen as a signal to 
lawmakers in Washington, over the controversial act.

The federal DREAM Act will give a six-year resident’s permit to 
high school grads who came to America illegally, and let them 
pay the much cheaper resident tuition rates or obtain a 
scholarship to attend a U.S. university. It will affect 55,000 
immigrant kids brought to the U.S. illegally by their parents who 
have been through the public school system only to find college 
off-limits because of their legal status and high tuition fees.

DREAM Act backers say the U.S. should encourage youths to 
pursue higher education as a key to their own and the nation’s 
economic success. Opponents say sends a message that it is 
OK to come to the U.S. illegally.

California governor inks DREAM Act

One of the few left: Jeremy Gonzalez, an illegal immigrant, picks tomatoes on a farm in Steele, Alabama.  AP

Washington
The Washington Post

In an era when boarding passes 
often are printed at home and 
fraudulent identification cards 
are so high-tech they can elude 
routine inspection, the U.S. 
Transportation Security Admin-
istration plans to buy equip-
ment that will ensure both are 
genuine.

The TSA has been quietly test-
ing scanning devices since July 
and will buy 30 scanner systems 
from three vendors for deploy-
ment at airports early next year. 
The airports haven’t been cho-
sen yet, the T SA  said, but the 
scanners will be positioned at 
the head of the security check-
point lines.

“It will scan your ID  to make 
sure it’s OK, and then it will scan 
your boarding pass and compare 
the information,” said the T SA’s 
Mike McCarthy.

He said the devices, known 
as C redential A uthentication 
Technology-Boarding Pass Scan-
ning Systems, would replace the 
current system in which a uni-
formed T SA  employee reviews 
the documents and often uses 
a special flashlight to check the 
security features on driver’s li-
censes and passports.

Whether printed at home or 
issued at the airline check-in 
counter, most boarding passes 
have bar codes that contain the 
passenger’s information. Though 
identification documents are 
checked by airline personnel 
at the counter, very few airlines 
have scanners that verify their 
authenticity.

In the past decade, high-qual-
ity fake driver’s licenses that con-
tain realistic holograms and oth-
er coding have been available, 
some of them manufactured in 
China. Some are said to carry bar 
codes that also elude detection.

The TSA also says 29 midsize 
airports will begin to use the 
new generation of walk-through 
security scanners that became 
controversial last year, drawing 
complaints that they revealed a 
person’s body to an extent con-
sidered too intrusive. 

The TSA later revised its soft-
ware so that the images were 
limited to a gingerbread-man 
outline that only showed the lo-
cation of any suspicious items.

TSA to buy new 
scanners due to 
fake IDs, passes

Foley  Alabama
THE WASHINGTON POST

Trailer by trailer, yard sale by 
yard sale, and pew by empty 
pew, a poor but tight-knit immi-
grant community on A labama’s 
breezy Gulf Coast is rapidly dis-
integrating.

This time it is not a tornado or 
hurricane uprooting families and 
scattering them to the winds. It 
is a new state law, largely upheld 
last week by a federal district 
judge, that seeks to drive illegal 
immigrants from the state by 
curtailing many of their rights, 
punishing anyone who knowingly 
employs, houses or assists them, 
and requiring schools and police 
to verify immigrants’ legal status.

Other states, including Arizo-
na, Georgia and Colorado, have 
passed similar laws in the past 
several years in a growing trend 
by state legislatures to crack 
down on illegal immigration 
within their borders in the ab-
sence of comprehensive federal 
action. But Alabama’s new law is 
the toughest passed so far, and 
it is the only one to withstand 
federal lawsuits and other legal 
challenges, allowing it to take 
virtually full effect.

Across A labama, news of the 
court ruling has swiftly spread 
panic and chaos among trailer 
parks and working-class areas 
where legal and illegal immi-
grant families from Mexico and 
Central A merica live and work 
at jobs their bosses say local resi-
dents largely refuse to do. T hey 
number as many as 150,000 peo-
ple, by some estimates.

As many as 2,000 children of 
illegal immigrants have stopped 
going to public schools in A la-
bama, rights advocates say. “The 
impact on immigrant children 
and families has been noth-
ing short of terrifying,” said A li 
Noorani, head of the N ational 
Immigration Forum, a rights or-
ganization based in Washington.

In Foley, a sprawling seaside 
resort town where hundreds of 
Hispanic immigrants work in res-
taurants, sod farms and seafood 
industries, many families last week 

were taking their children out of 
school, piling their furniture into 
trucks, offering baby clothes and 
bicycles on front lawns for sale and 
saying tearful good-byes to neigh-
bors and coworkers they might 
never see again.

Some said they planned to 
head for Texas or Florida, where 
the laws are not as strict. N one 
wanted to return to Mexico, 
where they said wages are piti-
fully low and violent crime is a 
constant threat.

Many such families have legal 
and illegal members, which pres-
ents them with wrenching choic-
es. O ne illegal couple’s daughter, 
born in the U.S., just won a college 
scholarship; another such couple’s 
daughter was recently engaged to a 
local boy. Both decided they would 
flee A labama anyway, reluctantly 
putting family unity and safety be-
fore individual opportunities.

The new law passed the state 
legislature in June after an un-
precedented Republican sweep of 

both chambers last year and the 
election of a Republican governor, 
Robert Bentley. Amid a sustained 
economic slump and rising unem-
ployment, this political majority fi-
nally gave longtime advocates of a 
crackdown on illegal immigrants 
the votes they needed.

Sponsors of the measure are 
unapologetic about its tough pro-
visions. The law makes it a crimi-
nal offense for an illegal immi-
grant to register a car, pay a utility 
bill or rent an apartment, and it 
similarly penalizes anyone who 
hires, shelters or signs a contract 
with an illegal immigrant.

As its backers see it, the law 
is a long-overdue panacea that 
will open up thousands of jobs to 
struggling A labamans squeezed 
out of the market by cheap ille-
gal labor. They also hope the law, 
after surviving legal challenges 
by the Justice D epartment and 
other groups, will pressure the 
federal government to overhaul 
its immigration system.

“I have no doubt that this is 
the best thing for the long-term 
economic health of our state and 
no doubt that this is what a ma-
jority of the people of A labama 
wants,” said state Sen. Scott Bea-
son, chief sponsor of the mea-
sure. “We have almost 10 percent 
unemployment, and we need to 
put our people to work. I under-
stand there are concerns, but the 
law needs to be given a chance.”

Despite such assertions, the 
law has aroused condemnation 
and concern from an assortment 
of A labamans, including some 
unusual allies. White farmers, in-
cluding conservative Republicans, 
complain that their field crews 
have fled and that their crops will 
rot on the vine. Black church and 
civil rights leaders, whose commu-
nities suffer from high unemploy-
ment, decry the law as a reprise of 
Alabama’s racist history.

“These R epublican politi-
cians are running for office on 
Christian values, but this law is 

in blatant disregard of Christian 
values. It is bringing back the 
shameful and ugly past of our 
state,” said the Rev. Roger Price, 
pastor of B irmingham’s iconic 
16th Street B aptist C hurch, 
which was bombed in 1963 dur-
ing the civil rights conflict. “I 
admit we have an immigration 
problem,” he said, “but this is not 
the way to solve it.”

Local government officials 
in heavily Hispanic communi-
ties have also expressed worry, 
confusion and indignation over 
aspects of the law. Some police 
officials privately say they are un-
comfortable about how far they 
should go in checking drivers’ le-
gal status. Some school officials 
are upset about the effect the 
law has had on Hispanic parents 
who fear they will be deported 
while their children are in class.

Alabama, a largely agricultural 
state, has long relied on seasonal 
Mexican farm laborers to harvest 
peaches, tomatoes and other 

crops under temporary guest 
worker visa programs. What has 
made the past decade different, 
officials said, is a surge in illegal 
immigrants who have put down 
roots, taken permanent jobs at 
low wages and drained pub-
lic health and education bud-
gets. O fficials estimate the state 
spends about $280 million per 
year on public services for illegal 
immigrant families.

Republican lawmakers said 
they want to bolster the national 
guest worker program to return 
to an orderly legal flow of foreign 
field laborers, but a number of 
farm owners interviewed last 
week said that the program was 
cumbersome and inadequate 
and that they could not find lo-
cal A merican workers willing to 
toil long hours in hot fields.

“There is a lot of heavy lifting 
and manual labor, and you are 
out there in the sun and the rain. 
It is just not attractive to Ameri-
cans,” said Mac Higginbotham, 

an official with the A labama 
Farmers Federation.

“We have people losing 40 to 
60 percent of their crops this sea-
son,” Higginbotham said. “The 
law is affecting everyone.”

In Foley, some residents have 
been frustrated by the influx of 
Hispanic immigrants, especially 
those who are illegal. Some long-
time parishioners left St. Margaret 
when it initiated a formal minis-
try to Hispanics. A  few Hispanic 
church members mentioned inci-
dents such as drivers yelling they 
should go home or pharmacists 
demanding proof of legality be-
fore filling prescriptions.

“If I were Mexican, I would 
probably want to come here, too, 
but they need to become citizens 
in a legal way and pay taxes like 
the rest of us,” said Mary R ein-
hart, a Foley resident who works 
at a resort near the beach. Peo-
ple “start businesses that under-
cut everyone because they work 
so much cheaper with illegals.” 

Tough new Alabama law targets illegal immigrants
Some longtime 
residents, fearing 
legal trouble, flee
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