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Zambia independence day

Mbikusita Lewanika
AMBASSADOR OF ZAMBIA

Today, Oct. 24, Zambia cel-
ebrates its National Day, mark-
ing 47 years of independence 
from British 
colonial rule. 
I m m e d i a t e l y 
upon achieving 
independence, 
Zambia estab-
lished diplo-
matic ties with 
Japan, leading 
to a long-lasting relationship in 
political, economic and social 
spheres.

I would like on this occa-
sion, on behalf of H.E. Presi-
dent Michael Chilufya Sata, the 
government and people of the 
Republic of Zambia, to convey 
my deepest respect to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, and 
to H.E. Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda. I would like to express my 
gratitude to the government and 
people of Japan for their friend-
ship and assistance to the gov-
ernment and people of Zambia.

On behalf of the president and 
the people of Zambia, I would 
also like to take this opportunity 
to extend to the government and 
people of Japan our deepest con-
dolences to all those affected by 
the March 11 Great East Japan 
Earthquake and tsunami, and 
to express our sincere wishes 
for the earliest possible recovery 
of victims and disaster-stricken 
areas. The resilience of the Japa-
nese people in reconstructing 
the country in the wake of the 
unprecedented disaster is com-
mendable.

The peace-loving people of 
Zambia desire that under the 
government led by the Demo-
cratic Party of Japan, existing bi-
lateral relations between the two 
countries will grow from strength 
to strength as Zambia continues 
to enjoy uninterrupted tranquil-
ity, peace and political stability 
since gaining independence in 
1964.

Zambia held its presidential, 
parliamentary and local gov-
ernment elections on Sept. 20, 
which saw the main opposi-
tion Patriotic Front (PF) leader 
Sata emerge victorious. He was 
sworn in by Zambia’s chief jus-
tice on Sept 22 as Zambia’s fifth 
president, in a smooth transfer 
of power from the then President 
Rupiah Bwezani Banda,

This is the second time that 
a ruling party has conceded de-
feat, making Zambia a shining 
example of peace, democracy 
and good governance in the sub-
Saharan region.

Zambia has become a great 
foreign direct investment des-
tination and it has many posi-
tive attributes to attract poten-

tial investors. These include a 
democratic Westminster-style 
government and a liberal eco-
nomic framework combined 
with an investment-friendly and 
export-oriented business incen-
tive package. Market-oriented 
economic policies focusing on 
sustainable economic growth 
and private sector development 
have created an enabling climate 
in which to do business, attract-
ing significant foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI). The European 
Union constitutes the largest 
single foreign investor followed 
by South Africa. Japan is invited 
to be a major participant in this 
process.

The economic reforms of 1991 
have included a free currency ex-
change regime, privatization of 
many state-owned enterprises, 
financial market developments 
including the stock exchange 
and the pursuit of structural re-
forms backed by the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank, such as the removal 
of consumer subsidies and price 
controls.

The expansion of non-tra-
ditional exports is also vital in 
order to achieve the goal of sus-
tainable growth. Zambia’s mar-
ket access and global competi-
tiveness are boosted through its 
active participation in regional 
and international trade forums.

The Zambian economy has 
been recording positive trends in 
the key macroeconomic indica-
tors. The gross domestic product 
(GDP) in real terms has averaged 
more than 6 percent per annum 
over the past six years. Inflation 
has declined and for the first 
time in three decades, a single 
digit rate of 7.6 percent was reg-
istered in July 2011. The inter-
est rates also declined from 43 
percent in 2002 to 19 percent by 
June 2008, thereby making credit 
relatively affordable to produc-
tive sectors of the economy. This 
is expected to drop drastically in 
the near future.

Improvements have equally 
been registered in the external 
sector where gross international 
reserves increased to an unprec-
edented level of $1.9 billion at 
the end of 2010. The government 
is aware of the impact of the rise 
in oil prices and the rise in some 
food prices and their negative 
impact and measures are in 
place to cushion the domestic 
economy. Economic diversifica-
tion from mining is a continu-
ous struggle to free Zambia from 
depending on one commodity. 
Copper production and copper 
prices have been on the upswing 
due to increased FDI. Zambia is 
now the biggest producer of cop-
per in Africa.

In the agricultural sector, the 
government has implemented 
policies that have enabled our 

country to score significant 
achievements. Zambia is today 
food-secure with a surplus of 
corn last year with an unprec-
edented harvest of 3,020,380 
tons, of which was a surplus of 
1,661,626 tons, some of which 
have been exported to neigh-
boring countries. And in terms 
of agricultural infrastructure, 
the government has, in the past 
few years, constructed and reha-
bilitated feeder roads, bridges, 
market sheds, grain silos and 
other structures under the rural 
investment fund. To this end, 
government procured road 
construction and maintenance 
equipment to be used in all 73 

districts of the country.
As pointed out earlier, Zambia 

has been a predominantly min-
ing nation. In the recent past, 
the sector has attracted massive 
investments due to high prices of 
metals on the world market and 
friendly investor policies that the 
government introduced. More 
than 50,000 jobs have been cre-
ated. This additional revenue 
of more than $400 million is 
facilitating implementation of 
national programs in areas such 
as health, education and infra-
structure development. In ad-
dition, the government in 2009 
advertised for prospectors to 
start bidding for exploration for 

oil and gas in the North Western, 
Luapula, Eastern and Western 
provinces.

The attractive economic and 
investment policies put in place 
in the last decade have made 
Zambia an investment destina-
tion of choice on the African 
continent.

Zambia realizes that not all 
these goals can be achieved 
without the support of our part-
ners in development like Japan 
through the TICAD (Tokyo Inter-
national Conference on African 
Development) IV process. The 
Japanese government is com-
mitted to doubling its official de-
velopment assistance (ODA) to 
Africa, for which Zambia is most 
grateful. Zambia has benefited 
greatly from Japan in the fields 
of education, health, infrastruc-
ture development, manpower 
and human resource develop-
ment and cultural exchanges, 
which we wish to be continued 
and strengthened. In addition, 
Zambia is delighted that dur-
ing the African Outreach at the 
Group of Eight Muskoka Sum-
mit in Canada, then Prime Min-
ister Naoto Kan announced that 
Japan would provide additional 
assistance up to ¥50 billion, ap-
proximately $500 million, for 
maternal and child health, which 
was the main agenda of the last 
African Union Summit in July, 
this year. Zambia also takes seri-
ous note of Japan’s assistance in 
infrastructure and agricultural 

development worth $2 billion 
over two years by making use of 
yen loans, and that in order to 
boost trade and investment, Ja-
pan has been dispatching Trade 
and Investment Missions to Afri-
ca, one of which visited Zambia 

in particular. 
It is Zambia’s wish that the 

close ties that the country enjoys 
with Japan grow from strength 
to strength for the mutual ben-
efit of the two countries and 
peoples.

Finally, I wish to take this 
opportunity to thank the spon-
sors, Toyota Tsusho Co. and the 
Japan-Zambia Friendship As-
sociation, for making it possible 
for me to publish this message 
in The Japan Times. Thank you.

Road to development leads to investments
Katsumi Yamaguchi
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-ZAMBIA FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION; 
PRESIDENT, ECC GROUP OF SCHOOLS

Congratulations on the 47th anniversary 
celebration of the independence of the Republic 
of Zambia. Since the founding of our Japan-
Zambia Friendship Association 
in 1975, it has been a great 
honor to join the people of the 
Republic of Zambia in 
celebrating its Independence 
Day each year. On behalf of the 
members of our association, all 
of the ECC students and staff, 
and the people of Japan, we 
are sincerely pleased on this occasion to extend 
our warmest congratulations to President 
Michael Chilufya Sata, and our love and 
friendship to all the people of this peace-loving 
country, the Republic of Zambia.

The establishment of our association is based 
on the founding philosophy of ECC Foreign 
Language Institute, the parent body of the 
association: “It is our goal, through the teaching 
of foreign languages, to contribute to the 
development of our students’ capabilities, 
international awareness and leadership qualities. 
In this way, we hope to promote more 
interaction and understanding among the 
peoples of the world, thus helping to contribute 
to world peace.”

Our association has carried out various 
activities to promote mutual understanding and 
to form bonds of friendship between the people 

of Zambia and the people of Japan. These 
efforts are made possible through joint work 
with the ECC Save-the-Earth Campaign, an 
annual endeavor of the ECC Group of Schools, 
and the Japan-Zambia Friendship Association. 
This yearly campaign collects donations from 
ECC students and staff, as well as the general 
public. 

Last year, we organized our campaign under 
the slogan, “Let’s Send a Tractor to Nakonde, 
Zambia.” ECC students and staff all over Japan 
joined the campaign, and together we were able 
to procure a farm tractor, plough, cart, hand 
tiller, gasoline engines and a water pump. In 
January 2011, these donations were shipped 
from Kobe and they arrived in Lusaka in March. 
These are to be received by Chairman Edwin 
Sikalangwe of the Nakonde Cooperative Union. 
We have asked H.E. Akio Egawa, the 
ambassador to the Republic of Zambia, to kindly 
assist in Lusaka by attending the donation 
ceremony on behalf of our association. We are 
looking forward to the day when our project will 
be realized and our efforts bear fruit.

It is indeed the greatest pleasure for our 
association to attempt to serve the needs of the 
people of Zambia, even in our small way. With 
heartfelt wishes for an ever-brighter future, the 
association and the ECC Group of Schools will 
continue to make efforts in the hopes of 
strengthening and increasing the ties of 
friendship between our two nations, and 
throughout the world, with the ultimate 
objective of eliminating the three great human 
tragedies of war, poverty and disease.

Making cooperative efforts to help the Zambian people

Nature: Zambia is home to a part of the Victoria Falls, which will 
be the setting of the general assembly of the United Nations’ 
World Tourism Organization in 2013. EMBASSY OF ZAMBIA
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Already straining to host 7 billion 
souls, Earth is set to teem with 
billions more, and only a revolu-
tion in the use of resources can 
avert an environmental crunch, 
experts say.

As early as 1798, Thomas 
Malthus gloomily forecast that 
our ability to reproduce would 
quickly outstrip our ability to 
produce food, leading to mass 
starvation and a culling of the 
species.

But an industrial revolution 
and its impact on agriculture 
proved Malthus and later doom-
sayers wrong, even as our num-
bers doubled and redoubled 
with accelerating frequency.

“Despite alarmist predictions, 
historical increases in population 
have not been economically cat-
astrophic,” notes David Bloom, a 
professor in the Department of 
Global Health and Population at 
Harvard.

Today, though, it seems rea-
sonable to ask if Malthus wasn’t 
simply a couple of centuries 
ahead of the curve.

On Oct. 31, the world’s popu-
lation is officially scheduled to 
hit 7 billion — a rise of 2 billion 
in less than a quarter century.

Over six decades, the global 
fertility rate has roughly halved, 
and amounts to a statistical 2.5 
children per woman today.

But this varies greatly from 
country to country. And whether 
the planet’s population eventu-
ally stabilizes at 9, 10 or 15 bil-
lion depends on what happens 
in developing countries, mostly 
in Africa, with the fastest growth.

As our species has expanded 
across the globe, so has its de-
vouring of the planet’s bounty, 
from fresh water and soil rich-

ness to forests and fisheries.
At its current pace, human-

kind will need, by 2030, a sec-
ond planet to satisfy its appetites 
and absorb its waste, the Global 
Footprint Network (GFN) calcu-
lated last month.

And through the coal, oil and 
gas that drive prosperity, we are 
also emitting greenhouse gases 
that alter the climate, potentially 
maiming the ecosystems that 
feed us.

“From soaring food prices to 

the crippling effects of climate 
change, our economies are now 
confronting the reality of years 
of spending beyond our means,” 
GFN President Mathis Wacker-
nagel said.

French diplomat Brice 
Lalonde, one of two coordinators 
for next June’s U.N. Conference 
on Sustainable Development, 
dubbed Rio+20, said Earth’s 
population rise poses a funda-
mental challenge to how we use 
resources.

“In 2030 there will be at least 

another billion people on the 
planet,” Lalonde said.

“The question is, how do we 
boost food security and provide 
essential services to the billion 
poorest people but without us-
ing more water, land or energy?”

This is why, he said, Rio+20 
will focus on practical things 
such as increasing cleaner 
sources in the world energy mix, 
smarter use of fresh water, build-
ing cities that are environmen-
tally friendlier and raising farm 

yields without dousing the soil 
with chemicals.

But such options dwell far 
more on the impact of popula-
tion growth than on the problem 
itself.

Braking fertility rates would 
help the human tally stabilize at 
8 billion and thereby haul poor 
countries out of poverty, ease the 
strain on natural resources and 
reduce climate vulnerability, say 
advocates.

For some experts, voluntary 
birth control is the key.

Geoff Dabelko, director of the 
Environmental Change and Se-
curity Program at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center in Washington, 
cites Somalia as a case study 
of what happens when women 
have no access to contraception.

Racked by civil war and pov-
erty, its population is projected 
to grow from about 10 million 
today to 22.6 million by 2050. It 
has the eighth-highest birthrate 
in the world and an average of 
seven children per family.

Even before the country fell 
into a full-fledged crisis, a third 
of its children were severely un-
derweight, according to UNICEF. 
Ninety-nine percent of married 
Somali women have no access 
to family planning.

Many economists, though, ar-

gue that the answer lies more in 
reducing poverty and boosting 
education, especially of women.

A 2010 study in Colombia 
found family planning explained 
less than 10 percent of the coun-
try’s fertility fall. The real driver 
was improved standards of liv-
ing.

Even so, at summits that seek 
to shape Earth’s future, tackling 
population growth head-on is 
almost taboo.

“When I attended the U.N. en-
vironment conference in Stock-

holm (in 1972), the No. 1 item on 
the agenda was out-of-control 
population growth,” recalled Paul 
Watson, head of Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, a radical 
green group.

“When I attended the 1992 
conference (in Rio), it wasn’t 
even on the agenda. No one 
talked about it any more.”

Demography was similarly ab-
sent from the U.N.’s 2002 Johan-
nesburg summit, when Earth’s 
population had climbed to 6 
billion.

Why does “how many is too 
much” remain absent from the 
top tables?

One perceived reason is the 
opposition by religious conser-
vatives to contraception or abor-
tion. Politicians, too, may see no 
mileage in addressing an issue 
that will only cause them head-
aches and yield benefits several 
decades away.

But for some critics, popula-
tion measures are synonymous 
with the mistakes of coercive 
sterilization in India in the 1970s 

or China’s “one child” policy, 
which has led to a gender imbal-
ance in favor of boys. 

China is still the world’s most 
populous country, with 1.3 bil-
lion people. In the past decade, 
it added 73.9 million, more 
than the population of France 
or Thailand. Nonetheless, its 
growth has slowed dramatically 
and the population is projected 
to start shrinking in 2027. By 
2050, according to some demog-
raphers, it will be smaller than it 
is in 2011.

As population nears 7 billion, resources are running out

Can Earth support us all?

Cheek by jowl: Tourists gather in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square on China’s National Day on Oct. 1. Although its growth rate is shrinking, 
China remains the world’s most populous nation. AP

Braking fertility rates would help the human tally 
stabilize at 8 billion and thereby haul poor 
countries out of poverty, ease the strain on natural 
resources and reduce climate vulnerability.
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