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This year is also 
significant as 
the 20th anni-
versary of the 
reestablishment 
of diplomatic 
relations be-
tween Latvia 
and Japan. Vari-
ous events throughout the year, 
including Japan’s first-ever Lat-
vian language speech contest 
and events in Latvia introducing 
Japanese culture, are deepening 
mutual understanding between 
the people of our two nations.

I  would like to take this op-
portunity to state the gratitude 
of the Japanese people for the 
donations, as well as messages of 
encouragement and condolence, 
received from the government 
and people of Latvia following 
the Great East Japan Earthquake.

As chairman of the Japan-
Latvia Parliamentary Friendship 
Association, I  visited Latvia in  
2006 and 2008. O n each occa-
sion, I was struck by the beauty 
of the landscape, the rich culture 
fostered over a long history, and 
the strength and warmth of the 
people, who have triumphed 
in times of past adversity. I  am 
filled with a deep affection and 
respect for your nation.

As minister for foreign affairs 

from 2008 to 2009, I  worked to 
build cordial relationships with 
countries around the world and 
considered the creation of a 
stronger relationship between Ja-
pan and Latvia to be of particular 
importance. 

In 2007, Their I mperial M aj-
esties E mperor A kihito and 
Empress M ichiko visited Latvia, 
bringing our respective peoples 
even closer together. I  intend to 
continue in my role as chairman 
of the friendship association, 
promoting deeper ties between 
Japanese and Latvian parlia-
ments as well as stronger eco-
nomic and personal ties. Please 
accept my prayers for the contin-
ued growth and prosperity of the 
Republic of Latvia.

Ties with Latvia of particular importance to Japan

Peteris Vaivars
Ambassador of Latvia

On the occasion of the National 
Day of the R epublic of Latvia, 
commemorating the 93rd an-

niversary of the 
Proclamation of 
the R epublic of 
Latvia, it is with 
a great honor to 
have this oppor-
tunity on behalf 
of the people of 
Latvia and the 

President of Latvia H.E. A ndris 
Berzins to express our deepest 
respect to Their Imperial Majes-
ties E mperor A kihito and E m-
press Michiko, the Prime Minis-
ter H.E. Y oshihiko Noda and all 
the people of Japan. 

The year 2011 has brought 
heavy trials and hardships for the 
Japanese people, the Great E ast 
Japan Earthquake being the big-
gest test for the Japanese people 
since World War II. On behalf of 
the people of Latvia I express my 
support to all those who have 
lost their friends, loved ones 
and homes. With all my heart I 
believe that the Japanese people 
will overcome this tragedy and 
Japan will become stronger than 
before. 

This year Latvia and Japan are 
celebrating two significant anni-
versaries — 90 years since Japan 
has recognized the R epublic of 
Latvia and 20 years since the 
reestablishment of diplomatic 
relations with Japan after Latvia 
regained independence in 1991. 

The year 1991 was a ground-
breaking turning point in Lat-
via’s history, bringing changes 
that were at the time beyond 
our full comprehension. I t was 
an emotional year when de-

spite all the twists and turns, 
apprehensions always gave way 
to hope and resolve. I t was the 
year of barricades and the year 
when Latvia fully restored its in-
dependence. 

The 20th anniversary of re-
establishing diplomatic ties be-
tween our countries provides an 
occasion to look back and to as-
sess the distance that Latvia and 
Japan have covered toward each 
other as well as to set the goals 
for the future of our relations. 

Five years have already passed 
since the opening of the E m-
bassy of Latvia in Tokyo and as 
the first ambassador of Latvia 
to Japan I  have been blessed to 
witness the steady development 
of our bilateral cooperation into 
a very active and comprehen-
sive relationship characterized 
by the growing number of high-
level visits, increasing activities 
of businesspeople and tour-
ist exchanges. I n today’s world 
that is becoming increasingly 
complex, interdependent and 
challenging, we should look for 
more creativity and innovation 
— concepts that will help us to 
boost the bilateral trade and 
economic cooperation between 
our countries. Last but not least, 
active exchanges in education 
and culture have always been an 
integral part of our relations, be-
ing probably the most important 
elements helping to decrease the 
distance between our two coun-
tries and building mutual trust 
and understanding. 

Once again, I  take this op-
portunity with great pleasure to 
send my heartfelt greetings to 
the readers of The Japan Times 
and congratulate all Latvians liv-
ing in Japan and all around the 
world on this occasion.

A significant year for Latvia-Japan relations

Latvia national day

Tradition: A Christmas tree stands by the House of the Blackheads 
near St. Peter’s Church in Riga. R iga tourism development bureau

Memorial: The Freedom 
Monument in Riga is a symbol 
of Latvia’s independence.   
Embassy of Latvia

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

For explorers searching for life 
beyond E arth, the siren song of 
Europa, Jupiter’s icy moon, trills 
sweetly.

“Europa has the best chance 
of having life there today,” said 
Britney Schmidt, who studies the 
moon at the University of Texas 
at A ustin. A strobiologists think 
so because NASA’s Galileo probe 
found strong evidence for a deep, 
briny ocean covering the entire 
moon deep under the icy surface.

A theory published by Schmidt 
and colleagues Wednesday in the 
journal Nature is sure to raise the 
volume of the siren call. The sci-
entists suspect liquid lakes lurk 
just under the moon’s cracked 
and mottled surface.

The lakes themselves could 
provide a second habitat for life, 
said D on B lankenship, a geo-
physicist and E uropa specialist 
also at the University of Texas.

More intriguingly, such lakes 
would also provide channels for 
organic compounds on Europa’s 
surface to be drawn into the deep 
ocean. Without that material from 
the surface, the ocean would not 
contain the elements needed for 
life. “If E uropa is habitable, we 
need to get material from the sur-
face down into the deep interior, 
down into the ocean,” Schmidt 
said.

Subsurface lakes would also 
explain Europa’s “chaos terrains.” 
These huge expanses of jum-
bled-up icebergs cover half of 
Europa’s surface. B ut they have 
puzzled scientists since 1995, 
when Galileo began beaming 
pictures of Europa back to Earth.

“If you didn’t know you were 
looking at E uropa, you would 
think you were looking at icebergs 
calving off Greenland or the Ant-
arctic ice sheets,” said Kevin Hand, 

who studies Europa at NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. “These 
iceberg-riddled features have pre-
sented quite a conundrum.”

Schmidt and Blankenship say 
they’ve solved the mystery. To do 
so, they point to glacier-covered 
volcanoes in Iceland.

Deep warmth from these vol-
canoes, especially one known as 
Grimsvotn, melt the glaciers from 
below. A lens of water forms un-
der the icy surface, eating away 
at the ice and moving upwards. 
Eventually, the warm water breaks 
through, and a flood gushes.

The surface of E uropa is too 
cold for any liquid water. B ut as 
warm water seeps up, heated by 
the E uropa’s hot core, it would 
break the surface ice into a jum-
ble of kilometers-long icebergs. 
The icebergs flip, float, and freeze 
in place.

“It’s a vigorous process,” 
Schmidt said. “Material is get-
ting thrown around. Icebergs are 

flipping over. Brines are going up 
and coming back down.”

Blankenship used a kitchen 
analogy. “It’s like a Cuisinart op-
erating at the surface,” he said.

“It’s very simple physics that 
just wasn’t considered before,” 
Schmidt said. “It’s really just the 
melt action.”

Schmidt arrived at the theory 
after she traveled to A ntarctica, 
which hosts a hundred or more 
subsurface lakes. O ne, Lake 
Vostok, holds intrigue as a possi-
ble home for exotic life on Earth. 
A R ussian team has repeatedly 
tried to drill through 4.8 km of ice 
to reach the lake for study.

If such subsurface lakes ex-
ist on E uropa, they would hold 
more water than all five Great 
Lakes, Schmidt said.

“I  think they present a com-
pelling story,” said Hand of the 
research group. “Unfortunately, 
we have very limited data from 
Europa.”

Evidence suggests water near Europa’s surface

Life in lakes posited 
for moon of Jupiter

Kabul
AP

Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai asked the nation’s elders 
Wednesday to back negotiations 
for a new security pact with the 
United States, assuring them 
that he would demand an end to 
unpopular night raids in which 
troops swoop down from helicop-
ters and search Afghan homes.

Speaking at a national assem-
bly, he struck patriotic themes 
and outlined his conditions for 
an agreement that would govern 

America’s military presence in Af-
ghanistan after 2014. By that time, 
U.S. and other foreign combat 
troops are supposed to have left 
or taken on military support roles.

Karzai is walking a tightrope. 
Although he routinely plays to 
anti-American sentiment in A f-
ghanistan by denouncing the 
U.S., he needs America’s military 
and financial strength to back his 
weak government as it battles 
the Taliban insurgency.

Karzai acknowledged Pakistan, 
Iran, R ussia and other regional 
powers have expressed concern 
at the idea of permanent U.S. 
bases in Afghanistan. But he said 
Afghanistan would let U.S. forces 
stay because America is sending 
aid and training A fghan security 
forces.

In exchange, he said night 
raids should end and that the 
Afghan government, not Ameri-
cans, should be put in charge of 
detainees. “We want a strategic 
partnership but we have condi-
tions for it,” Karzai told 2,200 Af-
ghan leaders at the opening of a 
grand council, or “loya jirga.”

Karzai doesn’t need the el-
ders’ permission to broker a pact 
with the U.S., but he wants their 
stamp of approval to strengthen 
his negotiating position.

A  partnership document is 
meant, in part, to give A fghans 
confidence that the United States 
will not abandon them after 2014.

So far, Karzai’s terms have 
been unacceptable to A merican 
officials, according to people fa-
miliar with the ongoing discus-

sions. However, an accord would 
give the U.S. a legal framework 
to continue training missions, 
counternarcotics work and coun-
terterrorism operations to kill and 
capture suspected insurgents and 
terrorists.

Karzai says troops on night 
raids treat too many civilians as if 
they were insurgents and violate 
privacy in an intensely conserva-
tive society. 

The U.S.-led coalition has giv-
en no indication that it is willing 
to put an end to the raids. Wash-
ington says night operations are 
conducted with A fghan security 
forces and are an effective way to 
keep pressure on militants. The 
coalition estimates that an aver-
age of 12 operations are conduct-
ed every night in Afghanistan.

Karzai sets conditions on U.S. pact
Afghan leader is willing 
to let American troops 
stay if night raids end

Washington
AP

A  man with an apparent ob-
session with President B arack 
Obama has been arrested in 
Pennsylvania after the U.S. Se-
cret Service discovered two bul-
lets had struck the White House 
while the president was away, 
authorities said Wednesday.

One bullet smashed into a 
window of the living quarters of 
the executive mansion but was 
stopped by ballistic glass.

The arrest of O scar R amiro 
Ortega-Hernandez came days 
after reports of shots fired Friday 

night near the White House while 
Obama and his wife, M ichelle, 
were on a trip to California and 
Hawaii. The president has since 
traveled on to A ustralia, the sec-
ond stop on an A sia-Pacific tour, 
and the White House had no 
comment on the unfolding events.

The Secret Service said it dis-
covered Tuesday that two bullets 
had hit the White House. U.S. 
Park Police had earlier linked 
Ortega, a 21-year-old man from 
Idaho Falls, Idaho, to the reports 
of gunfire.

A  U.S. Park Police crime bul-
letin issued before Ortega’s arrest 
said he is known to have mental 

health issues, adding “Ortega 
should be considered unstable 
with violent tendencies.”

Authorities are investigating 
his mental health and say there 
are indications he believed his 
attack on the White House was 
part of a personal mission from 
God, according to a law enforce-
ment official. There also are in-
dications the man had become 
obsessed with O bama and the 
White House, according to two 
officials, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because the 
investigation was continuing.

Authorities said the bullets 
discovered Tuesday by the Secret 

Service have not been conclusive-
ly connected with the reports of 
gunfire near the White House on 
Friday night. On Friday, authori-
ties found an abandoned vehicle 
with an assault rifle inside.

Ortega was arrested Wednes-
day afternoon at a hotel near the 
town of I ndiana, Pennsylvania, 
northwest of Washington and 
some 88 km east of Pittsburgh, 
the Secret Service said. He was 
in Pennsylvania State Police cus-
tody. A  tip from someone who 
saw and identified O rtega led to 
his arrest, Secret Service spokes-
man George Ogilvie said.

Ortega did not resist arrest, 

said Pennsylvania State Trooper 
Lt. B rad Shields. State troopers 
said Ortega had visited the hotel 
in recent days, and investigators 
believed he was back in the area 
Wednesday.

Ortega has an arrest record 
in three states but has not been 
linked to any radical organiza-
tions, U.S. Park Police have said.

Witnesses on Friday reported 
hearing shots and seeing two 
speeding vehicles on Constitution 
Avenue near the White House. 
Authorities said they found an 
abandoned car, with the assault 
rifle inside, near the Theodore 
Roosevelt B ridge, which crosses 

the Potomac River to Virginia.
The bullet that hit the White 

House window was stopped by 
ballistic glass. The Secret Service 
didn’t disclose the location of the 
second bullet, saying only that it 
“was found on the exterior of the 
White House.”

In 2010, there were a series of 
predawn shootings at military 
buildings in the Washington area, 
including the Pentagon and the 
National M useum of the M arine 
Corps. Police charged a M arine 
Corps reservist with those shoot-
ings early this year. The suspect, 
Yonathan M elaku of A lexandria, 
Virginia, remains in custody.

Suspect in shooting near White House reportedly obsessed with Obama

Patriot games: Delegates take a break Wednesday during a four-day meeting of Afghan tribal leaders in Kabul. A FP-JIJI

San Diego
AP

An estimated 17 tons of mari-
juana were seized in the discov-
ery of a cross-border tunnel that 
authorities said Wednesday was 
one of the most significant secret 
drug smuggling passages ever 
found on the U.S.-Mexico border.

The tunnel discovered Tuesday 
stretched about 400 meters and 
linked warehouses in San D iego 
and Tijuana, authorities said.

U.S. authorities seized 9 tons 
of marijuana inside a truck and 
at the warehouse in San D iego’s 
Otay Mesa area, said Derek Ben-
ner, U.S. I mmigration and Cus-
toms E nforcement special agent 
in charge of investigations in San 
Diego. Mexican authorities recov-
ered 8 tons south of the border.

Authorities spoke at a news 
conference near packages of 
seized dope festooned with la-
bels of Captain A merica, Sprite 
and Bud Light. The markings are 
codes to identify the owners.

Photos taken by M exican au-
thorities show an entry blocked 
by bundles that were likely stuffed 
with marijuana, said Paul Beeson, 
chief of the B order Patrol’s San 
Diego sector. Tunnel walls were 
lined with wood supports. The 
passage was equipped with light-
ing and ventilation systems. The 
tunnel was about 1.2 meters high 
and 1 meter wide. I t dropped 
about 6.1 meters on the U.S. side.

Cross-border tunnels have 
proliferated in recent years, but 
the latest find is one of the more 
significant, based on the amount 
of drugs seized. R aids last No-
vember on two tunnels linking 
San Diego and Tijuana netted a 
combined 50 tons of marijuana 
on both sides of the border, two 
of the largest pot busts in U.S. 
history. Those secret passages 
were lined with rail tracks, light-
ing and ventilation.

As U.S. authorities tighten 
their noose on land, tunnels have 
emerged as a major tack to smug-
gle marijuana. Smugglers also use 
single-engine wooden boats to 
ferry bales of marijuana up the 
Pacific Coast and pilot low-flying 
aircraft that look like motorized 
hang gliders to make lightning-
quick drops across the border.

More than 70 tunnels have 
been found on the border since 
October 2008, surpassing the 
number of discoveries in the pre-
vious six years. Many are clustered 
around San Diego, California’s Im-
perial Valley and Nogales, Arizona. 
California is popular because its 
claylike soil is easy to dig with 
shovels. San D iego’s O tay M esa 
area has the added draw that 
there are plenty of warehouses on 
both sides of the border to conceal 
trucks getting loaded with drugs.

Massive 
drug tunnel 
found on 
U.S. border

Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Hernandez

Washington AFP-JIJI
Congress on Wednesday bestowed its highest civilian honor on 
four U.S. space pioneers of the 1960s, marking the first time the 
Congressional Gold Medal has been awarded to astronauts.

The recipients were Neil Armstrong, 81, the first man to walk 
on the moon; his colleague, Buzz Aldrin, 81, who was the 
second; Michael Collins, also 81, who was the command 
module pilot for Apollo 11, the first manned mission to the 
moon in 1969; and astronaut and former Sen. John Glenn, 90, 
the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962.

“We came in peace for all mankind,” Glenn said after 
receiving the award. He then repeated words he said to 
Congress nearly 50 years ago, when addressing lawmakers 
upon returning from his Earth-orbiting mission: “As our 
knowledge of the universe in which we live increases, may God 
grant us the wisdom and guidance to use it wisely.”

Past winners of the Congressional Gold Medal, described as 
the “highest expression of national appreciation for distinguished 
achievements and contributions,” include Myanmar political icon 
Aung San Suu Kyi and the Dalai Lama. The award is rivaled in 
the U.S. only by the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

U.S. honors pioneering astronauts
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