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Akihisa Nagashima
President, Japan-Romania 
Parliamentary Friendship League

On behalf of the 
Japan-Romania 
P a r l i a m e n -
tary Friendship 
League, I would 
like to extend 
my sincere con-
gratulations on 
the occasion of 
the National D ay of R omania. 
Taking this opportunity, I would 
also like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude for the assistance ex-
tended by the government and 
the people of R omania after 

the M arch 11 Great E ast Japan 
Earthquake.

Today, the relationship be-
tween Japan and R omania has 
developed in a wide range of 
areas. B ased on common and 
fundamental values such as 
democracy and the rule of law, 
Japan and Romania are tackling 
global issues together. 

This cordial relationship came 
in focus again in 2009 when Ja-
pan and Romania celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the resump-
tion of diplomatic relations. Dur-
ing the anniversary year, Their 
Imperial Highnesses Prince and 
Princess Akishino visited Roma-
nia, while H .E. Traian B asescu, 

president of Romania, visited Ja-
pan in March 2010. Furthermore, 
after the Great East Japan Earth-
quake, as a sign of solidarity, the 
government of R omania invited 
15 students from the Fukushima 
region to Romania.

As for the economic field, a 
number of Japanese companies 
have been operating in Romania 
and it is expected that the eco-
nomic relationship between the 
two countries will deepen even 
further.

The cultural exchange is also 
developing actively. Throughout 
the year, the Embassy of Roma-
nia in Tokyo organizes various 
Romanian cultural events, such 

as a lace exhibition, classi-
cal music concerts, etc., which 
are popular with the Japanese 
people. In November, the Japan 
Month was held in Bucharest. It 
is my great pleasure to be able 
to say that both countries’ cul-
ture have mutually been well 
received. 

As the president of the Japan-
Romania Parliamentary Friend-
ship League, I should like to 
work actively to promote friend-
ship and cooperation between 
our two countries. I send my 
best wishes to the people of Ro-
mania for the further prosperity 
and development of our cordial 
relationship.

Bilateral exchanges developing in many fields

Romania national day

Petre Stoian 
Charge d’affaires of Romania

On behalf of the E mbassy of 
Romania to Japan, I would like 
to extend my 
heartfelt con-
gratulations to 
all R omanian 
citizens living 
in Japan on the 
occasion of the 
National D ay of 
Romania.

Every D ec. 1, R omania cel-
ebrates a momentous day in its 
history: the Great Union of 1918, 
when all the three major terri-
tories inhabited by R omanians 
joined together to form a sover-
eign, unitary state. 

From the outset, bearing in 
mind the Great East Japan Earth-
quake, the tsunami and the en-
suing nuclear accident that hit 
Japan on March 11, I would like 
to express our heartfelt compas-
sion for the victims and the be-
reaved families. This year has 
been an extremely challenging 
one for Japan, but I am confident 
that it will overcome the hard-
ships in due time.

The Great E ast Japan E arth-
quake had a major impact on 
the country. As part of the inter-
national relief effort, in solidarity 
with the Japanese people, Roma-
nia provided material and moral 
support to the victims of the 
March 11 disaster. Moreover, this 
September, 15 students from the 
University of Fukushima were 
invited to spend two weeks in 
Romania, in order to help them 

discover R omanian culture and 
make new friends. D uring their 
stay in R omania, the Japanese 
students visited several cities, 
and mountain and seaside re-
sorts. The program included 
different social and cultural ac-
tivities such as visits to museums 
and other tourist sites, meetings 
with R omanian officials, with 
representatives of nongovern-
mental organizations and with 
Romanian students of the Japa-
nese language and culture.

As always, this year has pro-
vided new opportunities for an 
extended bilateral dialogue and 
a direct exchange of experience 
on political, economic and cul-
tural matters.

After last year’s visit to Japan 
by the President of R omania 
H.E. Traian B asescu, high–level 
meetings continued through 
2011 as well, the B lack S ea co-
operation process being a field 
of interest actively pursued by 
our two countries. C ooperation 
in this region has great potential 
for the development of relations 
between R omania and Japan, 
and the ministerial meetings in 
Bucharest and Tokyo this year 
underlined the importance that 
both governments place on this 
matter. R omania has organized 
a series of seminars on the topic, 
the most recent being the fourth 
edition of the The B lack S ea 
NGO Forum in B ucharest from 
Oct. 6 to 8.

Romania and Japan have a 
long tradition of cooperation in 
the economic field to the satis-
faction of both sides. In recent 

years, R omanian and Japanese 
economic delegations have met 
numerous times to discuss po-
tential business and investment 
opportunities. Japanese exports 
to Romania consist mainly of car 
components, electrical equip-
ment, motor vehicles, etc., while 
Romanian exports to Japan are 
timber, food products such as 
wine and honey, cosmetics, 
clothes, etc. I am proud to an-
nounce that Romanian wine has 
been gaining a lot of attention 
recently both from consumers 
and wine specialists in Japan, 
and rightfully so. 

On a multilateral level, Roma-
nia, as a fully fledged member 
of the E uropean U nion since 

2007, is strongly in favor of an 
economic partnership agree-
ment (EPA) between the EU and 
Japan, and hopes that official 
negotiations in this respect will 
begin as soon as possible.

Cultural cooperation is con-
stantly developing thanks to the 
efforts of the Japan–Romania 
friendship associations whose 
activities embrace music, visual 
arts, handicrafts and sculpture.

The seventh edition of the 
Romania International M usic 
Competition in Tokyo from Aug. 
24 to 27 drew large crowds, who 
came to watch the 96 contestants 
vie for first place. The grand win-
ner, violinist M ayuko Ishigami, 
19, received a prize of ¥500,000 

and the opportunity to record 
a CD  with the R omanian R adio 
Chamber Orchestra in 2012. Next 
year, she will also go to Romania 
on a concert tour.

The embassy organized sev-
eral other R omanian cultural 
workshops, handicraft exhibi-
tions, classical music concerts 
and talked to elementary, mid-
dle and high school and univer-
sity students about the country it 
represents.

Academic collaboration con-
tinued to develop in 2011 as well. 
The President of the R omanian 
Cultural Institute, H oria-Roman 
Patapievici, visited Japan in Feb-
ruary and met with representa-
tives of the M inistry of Foreign 

Affairs, university professors and 
publishers. Ways of improving 
the visibility of R omania in Ja-
pan and of Japan in R omania 
were the main topics of these 
meetings. The chancellor of the 
University of B ucharest, Ioan 
Panzaru, met with the manage-
ment of Meiji University in Tokyo 
and talked about exchange pro-
grams currently in progress and 
future prospects. B oth scholars 
visited Japan at the invitation of 
the Japan Foundation.

The number of activities or-
ganized by our country in Japan 
during this challenging year 
sends a clear message that R o-
mania is fully committed to de-
veloping the friendly relations 

existing between our two coun-
tries and to supporting the future 
of Japan.

I would like to extend an invi-
tation to the Japanese people to 

come and visit Romania in order 
to discover on their own the rich 
and unique beauty of our nature 
and of our culture, as well as the 
friendly people of our country.

Activities in Japan show Romanians’ solidarity

Landmark: Opened in 1888, the Romanian Athenaeum is a concert 
hall in the center of the capital Bucharest. E mbassy of Romania

Historic: Brasov, in the center of the country, is notable for being 
the birthplace of Romania’s national anthem. E mbassy of Romania

Legendary: The Hunyadi Castle is the most important monument 
in Hunedoara in the Transylvania region. E mbassy of Romania
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Skepticism and denial of climate 
change are as popular as ever on 
the American political stage, and 
experts say world talks this week 
in Durban, South Africa, are un-
likely to turn the tide.

But while a binding deal on 
harmful carbon output remains 
elusive by the world’s second-
biggest polluter after C hina, 
some small signs of progress 
have emerged at the state and 
individual levels.

Last month, the most popu-
lous U .S. state, C alifornia, ap-
proved rules for a carbon market 
that would start in 2013, with the 
goal of cutting emissions to 1990 
levels by 2020.

Previous attempts to create 
a cap and trade system to stem 
pollution at the federal level 
have failed due to concerns it 
would cause skyrocketing ener-

gy costs, a particularly bruising 
prospect in an already wobbly 
economy.

Also in October, a prominent 
climate skeptic whose research 
was funded in part by the con-
servative billionaire Koch broth-
ers’ foundation announced he 
had found that mainstream pro-
jections of climate change were 
correct and unbiased.

“We confirm that over the 
last 50 years, temperature has 
risen 0.9 degrees Celsius, or 1.6 
degrees Fahrenheit. This is the 
same number that the IPCC 
(U.N. Intergovernmental Pan-
el on C limate C hange) says,” 
physicist R ichard M uller, direc-
tor of the B erkeley E arth S ur-
face Temperature Project, told 
lawmakers.

Muller said that he hoped 
other climate skeptics would 
agree with his work, but his 
newfound stance — accepted 
by the vast majority of scien-
tists — remains rogue, particu-
larly among R epublicans seek-
ing to replace President Barack 
Obama in 2012.

Standout R epublican Jon 
Huntsman — who currently  
ranks lowest in the opinion polls 
— may have summed up the dif-
ferences best when he tweeted 
earlier this year: “To be clear, I 
believe in evolution and trust 

scientists on global warming. 
Call me crazy.”

Indeed, many have. Seeking to 
drum up conservative support, 
the other Republican candidates 
have championed their doubts 
about human-caused climate 

change in recent debates just as 
vigorously as they have called for 
the return of waterboarding for 
terrorism suspects.

The entire nation is divided 
on the issue, according to the lat-
est Gallup poll, which shows 53 

percent of Americans see global 
warming as a very or somewhat 
serious threat, down 10 percent 
from two years earlier.

“We have got a big problem, 
domestically, in terms of cli-
mate reality,” admitted A lden 

Meyer, director of strategy and 
policy at the U nion of C on-
cerned Scientists.

When lawmakers can’t agree 
that climate change is a prob-
lem for which solutions must be 
sought, gridlock ensues, accord-

ing to D emocratic lawmaker 
Henry Waxman.

“During this Congress, the Re-
publican-controlled H ouse has 
voted 21 times to block actions 
to address climate change,” he 
said at a hearing in November. 
“History will look back on this 
science denial with profound 
regret.”

Even an idea that was initially 
floated under the George W. 
Bush administration and sought 
no extra funding from the federal 
government was recently shot 
down, when C ongress blocked 
the National Oceanic and A t-
mospheric A dministration from 
reshuffling its staff to create a 
National Climate Service.

NOAA had described the proj-
ect as a “one-stop shop” for cli-
mate information, much like the 
National Weather Service.

Republican C ongressman 
Andy Harris said that his party’s 
“hesitation” came from concern 
“that the climate services could 
become little propaganda sourc-
es instead of a science source.”

Experts voiced little hope of 
the D urban talks rousing the 
United States into long-awaited 
action to slow fossil-fuel burn-
ing that leads to greenhouse 
gases.

However, according to David 
Waskow, climate change pro-

gram director at Oxfam A meri-
ca, the U nited S tates could still 
make a significant contribution 
by resolving its objections to 
the design of the Green Climate 
Fund.

The fund, devised at the 2009 
Copenhagen S ummit, would 
disburse, by 2020, at least $100 
billion per year to help poorer 
nations fight and cope with cli-
mate change.

Waskow said that sticking 
points for the U .S. and S audi 
Arabia are in the “institutional 
architecture, the structure, not 
the money.”

“We are very hopeful that the 
U.S. will be in a role of moving 
that forward,” Waskow said.

“Congressional action may 
not be something we will see in 
the immediate term,” he added. 
“But a bit of pressure from the 
international community can be 
a good thing.”

With the end nearing of the 
Kyoto Protocol, a new binding 
agreement for the United States 
and C hina is essentially off the 
table, said E lliot D iringer, ex-
ecutive vice president of the 
Center for E nergy and C limate 
Solutions.

“We should be focusing more 
at the national level,” he said. 
“Frankly it’s where this action 
has to take place.”

Climate change denial continues to run strong in the U.S.
Progress seen at 
state, individual 
levels as federal 
action stalls

Durban  South Africa AP
Climate negotiators were at odds Tuesday 
on how to raise billions of dollars to help 
poor countries cope with global warming. 
A major shipping group is willing to help, 
endorsing a proposal for a carbon tax on 
vessels carrying the world’s trade.

Details of the tussle over the funding 
emerged as the U.N.’s weather agency 
reported that 2011 was tied as the 10th 
hottest year since records began in 1850. 
Arctic sea ice, a barometer for the entire 
planet, had shrunk to a record low volume, 
said the World Meteorological Organization.

Putting the final touches on what’s 
known as the Green Climate Fund is a top 
issue at the U.N. climate conference that 
was in its second day Tuesday in the South 
African coastal city of Durban, and one of 
the keys of a strategy to contain 
greenhouse gas emissions and keep global 
warming within manageable limits.

The two-week conference is to finalize a 
plan on managing climate finances, due to 
scale up to $100 billion annually by 2020.

The International Chamber of Shipping, 

representing about 80 percent of the 
world’s merchant marine, joined forces 
with aid groups Oxfam and WWF 
International Tuesday to urge the 
conference to adopt guidelines for a levy 
on carbon emissions by ships.

Details of any levy would be worked out 
by the International Maritime Organization, 
the U.N. agency regulating international 
shipping, the aid groups and the chamber 
said in a joint statement.

“Shipping has to take responsibility for 
the emissions and get to grips and drive 
them down, and they see that the best way 
to do that it to have a universal charge 
applied to all ships that is going to 
generate billions of dollars” to fight climate 
change, Tim Gore of Oxfam said on the 
sidelines of the climate conference.

About 50,000 cargo ships carry 90 
percent of world trade, and most ships are 
powered by heavily polluting oil known as 
bunker fuels. Last July, the U.N. maritime 
organization decided that new cargo 
vessels must meet energy efficiency 
standards and cut pollution. It was the first 

climate change measure to apply equally to 
countries regardless of whether they are 
from the industrialized or developing world.

At the conference, differences came into 
focus over the Green Climate Fund.

Delegations disagreed about how 
independent the fund will be, by whom it 
will be guided over the years, and whether 
the bulk of the money will come from 
public funds and government aid or from 
private sources and investments.

A 40-nation committee worked on a 
draft agreement in several lengthy 
meetings over the last year, but a 
consensus at the final meeting last month 
was blocked by objections from the United 
States and Saudi Arabia. Now negotiators 
in Durban must settle the final disputes.

U.S. delegate Jonathan Pershing said 
Monday the U.S. has “substantive 
concerns” about the committee’s plan, but 
“we believe these issues can be fixed.”

Washington wants to ensure that private 
investments are not hamstrung by 
bureaucracy and that they can bypass any 
approval process by governments.

Battle over how to raise funding for poor countries emerges at climate talks
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