
6  The Japan Times  Friday, December 16, 2011

Kazakhstan independence day

Yerzhan Kazykhanov, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan 

The main directions of our coun-
try’s activities in the global arena 
were defined in the C oncept of 
Foreign Policy. President of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev formulated the 
first concept in his paper enti-
tled “Strategy of Formation and 
Development of Kazakhstan as 
a Sovereign State,” which was 
published in May 1992. The pa-
per stated: “The main goal of 
our foreign policy is to form fa-
vorable external conditions and 
ensure a stable development of 
the country based on political 
and economic reforms.”

Kazakhstan’s foreign policy 
is based on a multi-vector ap-
proach that has made it pos-
sible for the country to establish 
partnership relations with most 
nations of the world. Today we 
are developing partnership re-
lations with virtually all major 
powers (Japan, R ussia, C hina, 
the United States, I ndia, B razil 
and the E uropean Union). To-
gether with them we are trying 
to find ways to respond to new 
challenges and threats, as well 
as to deal with other issues while 
taking into account our common 
interests.

The realities of today’s world 
are such that it is precisely the 
active involvement in the activi-
ties of the international commu-
nity that guarantees one coun-
try an effective realization of its 
national interests and secures 
its full-fledged participation in 
global affairs.

In particular, one of our main 
external economic goals is par-
ticipation in the revival of the 
Great Silk Road, which connects 
the so-called Great Triangle — 
the U.S.-Europe-Asia — where 
the major flows of goods and 
finances are concentrated. All of 
that determine and necessitate 
our commitment to the further 
development of stable trade and 
economic relations with a large 
number of countries.

We have established a repu-
tation as a reliable, predictable 
and responsible partner both 
in the E ast and in the West. We 
have created a solid foundation 
for developing comprehensive 
relations with many countries 
based on international law and 
agreements. M oreover, we are 
building our relations with many 
countries on the basis of strategic 
partnership agreements.

I would like to emphasize that 
over the past 20 years our stra-
tegic priorities have stayed the 
same.

An unquestionable achieve-
ment of Kazakhstan’s diplomacy 
is the strengthening of coop-
eration with our main partners 
– R ussia, C hina, the U.S., the 
European Union, as well as the 
major nations of A sia and Latin 
America.

Also, the relations with our 
neighbors in A sia form an im-
portant basis of our country’s 
foreign policy. Since becoming 
an independent nation, Kazakh-
stan has established itself as an 
internationally recognized leader 
in Central Asia. The Republic of 
Kazakhstan is making signifi-
cant investments in the regional 
economies and is pursuing a 
policy of merging the efforts of 
the C entral A sian nations to re-
spond jointly to challenges and 
threats of today’s world.

The international prestige 
of Kazakhstan has been grow-
ing due to our country’s active 
involvement in the activities of 
multilateral organizations on 
both the global and regional 
levels, including our participa-
tion in the United Nations, our 
successful chairmanship in the 
OSCE  (Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe), 
our painstaking work in the OIC 
(Organization of I slamic C oop-
eration), etc.

Kazakhstan is uniquely lo-
cated between Europe and Asia. 
This special intercontinental 
location exerts a considerable 
influence on the formation of 
our mentality and on our policy. 
During the initial years of its in-
dependence, Kazakhstan was 
considered a nation that be-
longed exclusively to the A sian, 
Muslim world. M ore than 15 
years have passed since Presi-

dent Nazarbayev first voiced his 
idea to create a new integrated 
association of countries, the 
Eurasian Union. At that time, our 
leader’s initiative was met with 
mixed reactions. Soon after the 
collapse of the USSR, the leaders 
of the former union republics 
who overnight became heads of 
states independent of the Krem-
lin did not want to hear about re-
uniting. The idea of Eurasian in-
tegration seemed utopian. How-
ever, today it is safe to say that 
the theory of E urasianism has 
been put into practice through 
establishing a range of new Eur-
asian regional organizations, 
including the EAEC  (Eurasian 
Economic C ommunity), the 
Customs Union (of Kazakhstan, 
Belarus and R ussia), the C STO 
(Collective Security Treaty Orga-
nization) and the SCO (Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization).

It should be kept in mind 
that the concept of the E ur-
asian B ridge put forward by 
Kazakhstan’s leadership in the 
early 1990s has eventually trans-
formed into the doctrine of a 
“multi-vector diplomacy of Ka-
zakhstan.” In effect, this doctrine 
means that our country adopted 
a balanced global policy to safe-
guard our national interests. Ka-
zakhstan lies at the juncture of 
the West and the East, of Europe 
and A sia, of I slam, C hristianity 
and Buddhism. By virtue of this 
unique location, our country 
serves as a bridge between civili-

zations and cultures. It is univer-
sally recognized that Kazakhstan 
plays an important role in setting 
up new security mechanisms in 
both Asia and Europe, as well as 
reinforcing the existing ones.

Today, celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of its independence, 
Kazakhstan is not going to stop 
at what it has accomplished. 
In the years that will follow, a 
lot of work should be done to 
strengthen further the foreign-
policy foundations of our in-
dependence. The multiethnic 
nation of Kazakhstan needs last-
ing peace and long-term stabil-
ity. A chieving this all-important 
goal is hardly possible without 
actively pursuing a dialogue 
between civilizations in order 
to eliminate the deep-rooted 
causes of conflicts and contra-
dictions both within individual 
countries and in international 
relations. Furthermore, our ac-
tive efforts to promote a global 
inter-civilizational dialogue are 
bearing fruit in Kazakhstan itself, 
where people belonging to 140 
ethnic groups and 40 religious 
ones live side by side in peace 
and harmony.

In the context of Kazakhstan’s 
efforts to promote inter-civiliza-
tional dialogue, one accomplish-
ment seems to me particularly 
important: I t is the fact that the 
term “Euro-Atlantic and E ur-
asian security community” pro-
posed by Kazakhstan has been 
adopted by the influential OSCE. 
It is known that this event took 
place at the historic OSCE sum-
mit held in A stana on D ec. 1-2, 
2010. The term was first used in 

the “Astana Declaration: Toward 
a Security Community” adopted 
by the participants as a docu-
ment summarizing its results. 
Kazakhstan proposed a coop-
erative platform for E urasian 
security that would eventually 
combine the potentials of the 
OSCE and its Asian counterpart, 
the C onference on I nteraction 
and C onfidence B uilding M ea-
sures in A sia, which President  
Nazarbayev proposed to con-
vene in 1992. The results of 
Kazakhstan’s chairmanship in 
the OSCE  show that individual 
countries, as well as regional in-
ternational organizations, are in-
terested in the further strength-
ening of our country’s role as a 
bridge between Europe and Asia.

As a regional leader holding 
the OSCE  chairmanship, Ka-
zakhstan exerted maximum ef-
forts to bring about the recogni-
tion of Central Asia as an integral 
part of the process of setting up a 
transcontinental security frame-
work. A s President Nazarbayev 
pointed out, our region is acquir-
ing a new, global dimension. We 
want our region to be associated 
not with conflicts, crises or social 
problems, but rather with suc-
cessful and dynamic develop-
ment and prosperity. To achieve 
this goal, the international com-
munity must direct its efforts not 
toward resolving local military 
problems, but first and foremost 
toward the economic develop-
ment of the region.

As the head of Kazakhstan’s 
diplomacy, I can say that we are 
going to continue to make pur-
poseful efforts to implement the 
Astana Declaration and achieve 
the realization of the “Astana 
legacy” in the framework of the 
OSCE. I t is obvious that the ad-
vancement toward a full-fledged 
Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian secu-
rity community is going to take 
many years of concerted efforts. 
Therefore, the establishment of 
an OSCE  Security I nstitute in 
Astana that was proposed by 
President Nazarbayev is very 
well timed. I  think this organi-
zation could correct the “lens” 
for viewing the future that was 
characterized by our president 
as flawed due to the OSCE’s in-
ability to predict and prevent 
local conflicts and other chal-
lenges facing the international 
community.

One of the most important 
factors that motivated our presi-
dent to convene the OSCE Sum-
mit in Astana was the aspiration 
of Kazakhstan, as a predomi-
nantly M uslim nation success-
fully implementing socioeco-
nomic and political reforms and 
consistently integrating into the 
democratic community, to dem-
onstrate to the whole world that 
Islam, progress and democracy 
are mutually compatible. We are 
consistently pursuing the same 
goal in carrying out our impor-
tant mission of chairmanship in 
the OIC.

Upon hosting the 38th session 
of the OIC C ouncil of Foreign 
Ministers (CFM) on June 28-30, 
Kazakhstan assumed the chair-
manship of the second largest 
international organization after 
the United Nations and the key 
association of Islamic countries.

Our OIC  chairmanship’s slo-
gan reads “Peace. C ooperation. 
Development.” These priorities 
have become the focus of Ka-
zakhstan’s chairmanship.

The A stana M eeting became 
the most important event of the 
year in the world’s Muslim com-
munity due to the postponement 
of the 12th OIC Summit.

The participants of the meet-
ing noted that the 38th session of 
the OIC CFM went down in his-
tory as the most dramatic one in 
the context of the A rab Spring, 
the richest one in content as to 
the scope of discussed problems, 
and the most fruitful one as far 
as the decisions made there are 
concerned.

It was in A stana that the his-
toric decision was made to 
change the OIC’s name from 
the Organization of the I slamic 
Conference to the Organization 
of I slamic C ooperation, which 
signified its transformation into 
a more cohesive and effective 
international organization.

I  would like to lay particular 
emphasis on the importance of 
Kazakhstan’s relations with Ja-
pan. We appreciate the contin-
ued support that Japan has pro-
vided to Kazakhstan from its first 
days of independence. It should 
be noted that Japan is one of the 
first countries that recognized 
the independence of Kazakh-
stan. A ll these years, Japan has 
been and remains a reliable and 
constructive partner, assisting in 
solving the problems of socio-
economic development.

Suffice it to say that through 
official development assistance 
(ODA), Japan has provided soft 
loans for a number of infrastruc-
ture projects in Kazakhstan, as 

well as grants for various pur-
poses for the amount of $1 bil-
lion. I n 2010, the government 
of Kazakhstan and the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) signed a $75 million loan 
agreement for the project of 
reconstruction of the CAREC 
(Central Asia Regional Econom-
ic Cooperation Program) Trans-
port C orridor, reflecting the re-
sumption of concessional loans 
through ODA.

Regular high-level exchanges 
play an important role in the de-
velopment of dialogue between 
our countries. We are interested 
in deepening the close partner-
ship in accordance with the 
joint declaration and important 
agreements on mutually benefi-
cial cooperation reached during 
the official visit of Kazakhstan’s 
president to Japan in June 2008.

The energy industry, where 
our companies are actively col-
laborating in the area of nuclear 
power, is the engine that is pull-
ing forward the economic coop-
eration between our countries. 
Considering the growing deficit 
of the conventional energy re-
sources, this collaboration is ex-
tremely promising.

Currently, Kazakhstan is im-
plementing a large-scale mod-
ernization of its industrial com-
plex. We intend to double the in-
dustrial output and we are inter-
ested in cooperation with Japan. 
We have created all conditions 
for investors, such as a modern 
market economy, favorable tax 
system, legislation that protects 
investments, investment climate 
and well-developed financial 
system.

Recognizing the high level of 
Japan’s investment capabilities, 
as well as its industrial and tech-
nological potential, we would 
like to achieve a significant in-
crease in the intensity and scope 
of the bilateral cooperation in 
areas other than raw materials. 

Japan is an important mem-
ber of the Group of E ight and 
Group of Twenty, and other 
international financial groups. 
Japan’s global leadership in ad-
vanced technologies and avail-
ability of rich natural resources 
in Kazakhstan create the com-
plementary and harmonious 
environment for building a mu-
tually beneficial partnership on 
a qualitatively new level and for 
implementing the principle “re-
sources in exchange for invest-
ment and technology.”

President Nazarbayev’s visit 
to Japan that took place on June 
19-22, 2008, gave a great impetus 
to our cooperation in investment 
and technology. The two coun-
tries determined the directions 
and outlook for their economic 
partnership.

Our countries are working on 
establishing a proper founda-
tion for the cooperation in in-
vestment and technology based 
on international law and agree-
ments. For instance, on Dec. 19, 
2008, a signing ceremony was 
held in Tokyo for the first inter-
governmental agreement in the 
history of our bilateral diplomat-
ic relations — the C onvention 
between Japan and the Republic 
of Kazakhstan for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal E vasion with 
Respect to Taxes on I ncome. 
We are now in the final stages 
of drafting an Agreement for the 
Liberalization, Promotion and 
Protection of Investment. 

Another important element 
of our continuing trade and eco-
nomic cooperation is the Joint 
Commission of Private and Pub-
lic sectors on Kazakh-Japanese 
economic cooperation, the 

third session of which was held 
on Oct. 6, 2011. The task of the 
joint commission is to encour-
age maximally the joint efforts of 
private and public sectors of our 
two nations to develop further 
our trade and economic rela-
tions.

Joining the efforts of the two 
countries’ government agencies, 
Japanese corporations, financial 
organizations and Kazakhstan’s 
development institutions ensure 
the creation of a single integrated 
system for making and imple-
menting decisions, as well as the 
full use of the possibilities of a 
public-private partnership.

In 2009-2010, honorary con-
sulates of Kazakhstan were 
opened in Osaka, Sapporo, Na-
goya and Fukuoka. I  think that 
our honorary consulates will 
make an important contribu-
tion to the further strengthening 
of trade, economic, cultural and 
humanitarian cooperation be-
tween our countries.

Even today, the consistent 
and systematic work that we 
have done to create favorable 
conditions for our cooperation 
in investment and technology is 
bearing fruit.

According to the National 
Bank of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan, in 2010 the volume of Ja-
pan’s investments in the Kazakh 
economy reached $804.7 mil-
lion. During the entire period of 
the republic’s independence, the 
overall volume of Japan’s direct 
investments stood at $2.794 bil-
lion as of Dec. 31, 2010. 

Our countries have enormous 
opportunities for cooperation 
in the transport sector as well. 
Kazakhstan is geographically 
located in the center of Eurasia, 
on the corridor from E urope to 
South and E ast A sia. Using the 
transit and transport potential 
of Kazakhstan, in the future Ja-
pan could export to E urope via 
Kazakhstan. In addition, the cre-
ation of a Customs Union among 
Kazakhstan, R ussia and B elarus 
coupled with a favorable invest-
ment climate holds great prom-
ise for business activities of Jap-
anese investors in Kazakhstan, 
as the finished products can be 
then beneficially sold in the huge 
market of three countries, which 
today is estimated at 170 million 
people. In the future the opening 
of direct flights between Kazakh-
stan and Japan would stimulate 
further realization of potentials 
of both countries in trade and 
economy.

I  would also like to mention 

about the intensification of inter-
parliamentary cooperation. In Ja-
pan, for over 10 years now, there 
has been a Parliamentary League 
of Friendship with Kazakhstan. 
The league is chaired by the 
former Prime M inister Y ukio 
Hatoyama, with whom I  met 
during his visit to Kazakhstan in 
May to participate in the fourth 
Astana Economic Forum. We are 
also grateful for the participation 
of a large group of Japanese Diet 
members, the mayor of Naga-
saki and Japanese academia at 
the I nternational Forum for a 
Nuclear Weapon-Free World on 
Oct. 11-13 in Astana and Semey.

In 2004, some members of the 
Senate of the Parliament of Ka-
zakhstan formed a group to pro-
mote the country’s cooperation 
with Japan, and in June 2005, a 
similar group was set up in the 
Majilis, the lower chamber of Ka-
zakhstan’s Parliament.

By the present moment, 
Kazakhstan and Japan have 
also created a firm foundation 
for full-scale cooperation and 
strengthening of their strategic 
partnership within the frame-
work of international organiza-
tions.

This year marked the 20th an-
niversary of the closure of the 
Semipalatinsk Test Site, the larg-
est nuclear test site in the world, 
by a decree of our head of state. 
During these past years, Kazakh-
stan has been true to a consis-
tent and active commitment to 
the global process of nonprolif-
eration and reduction of nuclear 
weapons. I n recognition of this, 
the U.N. resolution adopted on 
Dec. 9, 2009, declared A ug. 29, 
the day when the Semipalatinsk 
Test Site was officially closed, 
the I nternational D ay against 
Nuclear Tests. Japan was one of 
the co-authors of that resolution.

Kazakhstan and Japan have 
identical views on the issues 
of international security. Japan 
welcomed the R epublic of Ka-
zakhstan’s decision to join the 
NPT (Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty), and it reacts favorably 
to the integration initiatives of 
our country in international and 
regional organizations. I n turn, 
Kazakhstan supports Japan’s bid 
to become a permanent member 
of the U.N. Security Council.

It is well known that Kazakh-
stan and Japan are the most se-
verely affected countries by the 
nuclear explosions in the history 
of humanity. Japan has support-
ed victims of nuclear tests in Ka-
zakhstan. We highly appreciate 

our cooperation in the field of 
medicine and health, and that 
the Japanese side has provided 
assistance to the medical ser-
vices of our country.

For us it was very symbolic 
that the Japanese delegation 
headed by the M ayor of Naga-
saki Tomihisa Taue participated 
in the I nternational Forum for 
a Nuclear Weapon-Free World 
in Astana in October this year. I 
think our countries who expe-
rienced the horrors of nuclear 
weapons have a moral right to 
suggest specific programs aimed 
at nuclear disarmament and 
strengthening security.

Addressing the 66th Session 
of the U.N. General A ssembly, 
President Nazarbayev made a 
proposal to begin drafting a uni-
versal declaration on a nuclear 
weapon-free world. As our head 
of state pointed out, the adop-
tion of that international act 
would imply the establishment 
in the 21st century of an inte-
grated system of global nuclear 
safety under the strict control of 
the U.N., which should be given 
exceptional powers for that pur-
pose.

Kazakhstan and its president 
are true to a consistent and ac-
tive commitment to the global 
process of nonproliferation and 
reduction of nuclear weapons. 
The international community 
holds in high esteem the great 
contribution made by Kazakh-
stan and President Nazarbayev 
toward the creation of a nuclear 
weapon-free world. One of the 
indications of that recognition 
is the fact that during his visit to 
the Semey, U.N. Secretary Gen-
eral B an Ki M oon called on the 
international community to fol-
low Kazakhstan’s example and 
to make meaningful progress 
toward complete nuclear disar-
mament.

In my opinion, Kazakhstan 
and Japan should jointly urge the 
nations possessing nuclear arms 
to follow Kazakhstan’s example 
in complete nuclear disarma-
ment. We must work together to 
make the world free of nuclear 
weapons.

Kazakhstan and Japan also 
have links in the fact that Ka-
zakhstan’s capital A stana was 
first designed by famous Japa-
nese architect Kisho Kurokawa. 
The face of modern Astana Kisho 
Kurokawa packed into a formula 
of abstract symbolism. His vision 
and philosophy of the city’s ur-
ban development was formulat-
ed as symbiosis and metabolism. 
He saw the city as a living or-
ganism coexisting with another 
organism — nature. Nowadays, 
Astana is an environmentally 
friendly, beautiful, modern capi-
tal. I t is a synthesis of E astern 
and Western cultures, a symbol 
of traditions and progress.

As you can see, our nations 
have common interests not only 
in mutually beneficial political, 
economic and innovative coop-
eration, but also in the advance-
ment of peace initiatives in the 
global arena.

In my opinion, it is very im-
portant for us to raise our rela-
tions to a qualitatively new level 
that would reflect the realities 
and challenges of today’s world, 
while at the same time maintain-
ing the dynamic character of our 
cooperation. 

I am confident that the coop-
eration between Kazakhstan and 
Japan will further develop in all 
domains, for there is no limit 
to the horizons of our strategic 
partnership.

Kazakhstan: 20 years of peace, stability, prosperity

Achieving peace and long-term stability is hardly 
possible without actively pursuing a dialogue 
between civilizations in order to eliminate the 
deep-rooted causes of conflicts and 
contradictions both within individual countries 
and in international relations.

Futuristic: Astana, first designed by Kisho Kurokawa, is the new capital city at the heart of the nation .  embassy of Kazakhstan

Dynamic shape: Located next to the Ak Orda Presidential Palace in Astana, the Central Concert Hall, 
designed by Italian architect Manfredi Nicoletti, was inaugurated by President Nursultan Nazarbayev 
on the Independence Day of Kazakhstan in December 2009. Em bassy of Kazakhstan

Friendly ties: Foreign Minister Yerzhan Kazykhanov meets with Yukio Hatoyama, a former prime 
minister and head of the Parliamentary League of Friendship with Kazakhstan, during his visit to 
Kazakhstan on the occasion of the fourth Astana Economic Forum in May. Em bassy of Kazakhstan
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Kazakhstan independence day

In celebration of the 20th anniversary of its independence, the 
Republic of Kazakhstan has been broadcasting videos in 
Tokyo on large-scale displays at the busiest intersections of 
the capital, from Dec. 10 through Dec. 24.

Titled “Kazakhstan: 20 Years of Peace, Progress and 
Prosperity,” the video runs about 30 seconds and introduces 
the vast country’s natural landscapes, modern buildings in the 
newly constructed capital Astana and message of peace 
toward the future.

Among the images featured in the video are one of the 
national symbols, the golden eagle, and a young girl skipping 
among various sites holding aloft a golden balloon on a 
string.

The main message is that Kazakhstan is “a world leader in 
financial stability, religious and ethnic harmony, environmental 
stewardship.”

Initiated by the Embassy of Kazakhstan in Tokyo, the public 
relations campaign is running in the busiest districts of Tokyo: 
Ginza, Shibuya, Shinjuku and Yurakucho.

Every day in prime time from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., the video is 
on the screens at the famed “busiest pedestrian intersection” 
by Shibuya Station, the East Exit of Shinjuku Station, the 
Ginza 4-chome crossing and the Yurakucho Marion 
commercial complex.

The Republic of Kazakhstan’s Independence Day is celebrated 
every year on Dec. 16-17.

Video showcasing Kazakhstan is 
running in Tokyo through Dec. 24

On screen: Videos on Kazakhstan broadcast in the Tokyo areas of Ginza, Shibuya, Shinjuku and Yurakucho feature President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev (left, in Shibuya) and the futuristic Khan Shatyr entertainment center in Astana (right, in Ginza). em bassy of Kazakhstan

The Republic of Kazakhstan is a 
transcontinental country locat-
ed in C entral A sia and E astern 
Europe, and is approximately 
equidistant from the A tlantic 
and Pacific oceans. R anked as 
the ninth largest country in the 
world, with an area greater than 
Western E urope, it is bordered 

clockwise from the north by 
Russia, C hina, Kyrgyzstan, Uz-
bekistan and Turkmenistan, with 
a significant part of its coastline 
on the C aspian Sea. The main 
routes of the ancient Great Silk 
Road lied across the territory of 
Kazakhstan.

Vast in size, the terrain of Ka-

zakhstan ranges from flatlands, 
steppes, taigas, rock canyons, hills, 
deltas, and snowcapped moun-
tains to deserts. More than a quar-
ter of its land consists of a portion 
of the gentle steppes that stretch 
from Central Europe to Siberia.

The steppes are characterized 
by large areas of grasslands and 
sandy regions. I mportant rivers 
and lakes include the A ral Sea, 
Ili R iver, I rtysh R iver, I shim R iv-
er, Ural River, Syr Darya, Charyn 
River and gorge, Lake B alkhash 
and Lake Zaysan.

The climate is continental, with 
warm summers and colder win-
ters. Precipitation varies between 
arid and semi-arid conditions.

The capital was moved in 
1997 from Almaty, Kazakhstan’s 
largest city, to Astana.

Area: 2,717,300 sq. km
Capital: Astana
Population: 16,638,000
(as of Nov. 1, 2011)

Ethnic composition (percent): 
Kazakh (63.1), R ussian (23.7), 
Ukrainian (2.1), Uzbek (2.8), Ui-
ghur (1.4), Tatar (1.3), German 
(1.1), other groups (4.5%)
Languages: Kazakh (state lan-
guage) and Russian; newspapers, 
TV/radio programs and school 
instruction are done in 11 lan-
guages.
Religions: I slam, C hristianity, 
others
Type of government: Republic
Head of state: President Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev
National holiday: D ec. 16-17, 
Independence Day
Main industries: E nergy and 
mining industries (crude oil, 
natural gas, uranium and other 
natural resources), chemical and 
petrochemical industry, machin-
ery, construction materials, agri-
culture, finance
Gross domestic product (GDP) 
per capita: $11,000 (2011 est.)
GDP per capita at purchasing 

power parity (PPP) exchange 
rates: $13,480 (2011 est.)
Currency: Tenge (KZT)

Kazakhstan in Japan
Diplomatic relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Japan were formally 
established on Jan. 26, 1992. The 
Embassy of Kazakhstan in Tokyo 
opened in February 1997. Since 
April 2007, A mbassador A kylbek 
Kamaldinov has been Kazakh-
stan’s representative in Japan. I n-

teraction and cooperation between 
the two countries have been grow-
ing on many levels, most notably 
in investment and trade.

In November, Kazakhstan re-
located the embassy to Azabudai, 
Minato Ward. With its ample facili-
ties and convenient location in the 
heart of the metropolis, the embas-
sy will be better able to partner Jap-
anese friends and members of the 
Kazakh community in promoting 
economic, social and cultural ties.

Facts, figures on the Republic of Kazakhstan

Nature: The green steppe in spring offers a sharp contrast to the 
tall, snowcapped mountains.  Embassy of Kazakhstan
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