
 明治30年3月22日第３種郵便物認可 日刊（休刊日除く）ISSN 0289-1956
©THE JAPAN TIMES, LTD., 2012 Friday, April 20, 2012

Mekong-Japan Summit Special
B1

Masami Ito
STAFF WRITER

“A Connected Mekong for a Bet-
ter World” is the official motto of 
the fourth annual Mekong-Japan 
Summit to be held April 21 in 
Tokyo.

Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda has invited the leaders 
of Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Vietnam to attend 
the event in which he is set to 
reaffirm Japan’s commitment 
to the development of these 
countries in the Mekong River 
region.

“Relations between Japan 
and the Mekong countries have 
developed significantly since the 
first summit meeting (in 2009), 
and at the upcoming meeting it 
is expected that the leaders will 
formulate new pillars for coop-
eration through 2015, as a means 
of ensuring the steady imple-
mentation of Mekong-Japan 
cooperation,” said Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura.

Government officials and ex-
perts agree that Myanmar’s re-
cent democratic progress is likely 
to have a major impact on the 
multilateral cooperation frame-
work to strengthen the Mekong 
region.

Takayuki Ogasawara, a pro-
fessor of international politics 
at Yamanashi Gakuin Univer-
sity who is an expert on South-
east Asia, pointed out that the 
unstable situation in Myanmar 
and the delayed democratic 
movement had been the biggest 

obstacle for Mekong-Japan rela-
tions. But all of that is about to 
change.

Earlier this month, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton announced the U.S. 
government’s decision to ease 
the ban on exports of finan-
cial services and investment to 
Myanmar. Foreign Minister Koi-
chiro Genba also indicated that 
Japan would review its aid policy 
toward Myanmar, suggesting the 
possibility of resuming the yen-
loan program to the country, 

which has been suspended since 
the Myanmar government’s 
1988 suppression of democracy 
movements. 

It is “important for the people 
of Myanmar to realize that the 
progress of democratization and 
national reconciliation will make 
Myanmar an affluent country, 
so I would like to provide firm 
support to this end,” Genba said 
during a news conference.

“I have given instructions for a 
review of our aid policies,” Gen-
ba added. 

The Mekong region is known 
to be rich in natural resources 
including minerals, natural gas, 

petroleum and coal, and hydro-
power development is also an 
area that has attracted interna-
tional interest, including from 
Japanese companies. 

“In just the past three years 
alone, the number of Japanese 
companies that expanded their 
business and Japanese invest-
ment to the Mekong region 
has increased significantly. It is 
clear that the next investment 
target will be the Mekong re-
gion, including Myanmar,” said 
a senior Foreign Ministry offi-

cial. “There is a lot of interest in 
the region from the viewpoint 
of Japan’s economic growth and 
investment.” 

According to the Foreign Min-
istry official, the pillars for the 
next three years include over-
coming vulnerability in areas 
such as disaster relief and food 
security and reducing the dis-
parity of development between 
some of the Mekong countries 
and others in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations.

ASEAN, which started out in 
1967 with five countries — Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand — has 

continued to expand over the 
years and now consists of 10 
countries, including the Mekong 
region nations. ASEAN is Japan’s 
second largest trade partner af-
ter China as well as one of the 
most important investment des-
tinations along with the U.S. and 
China.

At the same time, however, 
ASEAN’s expansion triggered 
economic and social disparities 
among the nations, negatively 
affecting its plan for the eco-
nomic integration of ASEAN by 
2015. Therefore, it is ASEAN’s 
top priority to advance devel-
opment in the Mekong area 
and reduce the disparities, said 
Ogasawara.

“Disparity makes ASEAN 
unstable in many ways and it 
blocks the goal to strengthen 
ASEAN’s unity. But more im-
portantly, it may not become as 
strong as the European Union 
but it wants to implement eco-
nomic integration to be on the 
same ground as China and 
India, for example, who are 
ASEAN partners as well as ri-
vals,” Ogasawara said. 

The first Mekong-Japan Sum-
mit was held in November 2009, 
when the leaders agreed on vari-
ous agendas, including a com-
prehensive development of the 
region, an initiative to achieve a 
Green Mekong, and an effort to 
promote tourism to the region, 
which is home to 14 World Heri-
tage sites including Cambodia’s 
Angkor Wat. 

As a show of dedication to 

the development of the Mekong 
region, Japan also promised to 
provide more than ¥500 billion 
in official development assis-
tance (ODA) between 2010 and 
2012. According to the Foreign 
Ministry’s 2010 white paper on 
ODA, the four Mekong region 
countries, excluding Thailand, 
were in the top 30 recipients, 
with Vietnam ranking first.

“The Mekong region is of-

ten referred to as the last fron-
tier, and for Japan, it is a very 
important area economically,” 
Ogasawara said. “Japan values 
diplomatic relations with the 
Southeast Asian nations and 
it is also in Japan’s interest for 
ASEAN to expand and grow 
stronger.”

But economic cooperation is 
not the only aspect of Mekong-
Japan relations.

The geographical location 
of the five countries between 
China and the island nations 
of Southeast Asia makes them 
strategically important to Japan 
politically and from a security 
viewpoint.

“As China grows stronger, it is 
better for Japan if the Mekong re-
gion is further integrated in the 
ASEAN group,” Ogasawara said. 

Southeast Asian countries, 

including Vietnam and the Phil-
ippines, have been engaged in 
territorial disputes with China 
over the Spratly Islands in the 
South China Sea. China’s asser-
tiveness in the South China Sea, 
an important sea lane, has also 
triggered strong international 
concern from countries includ-
ing the U.S. and Japan.

Ogasawara, however, points 
out that these ASEAN coun-
tries are reluctant to engage in 
a head-on collision with Chi-
na, the world’s second largest 
economy.

“Like the U.S. and Japan, 
ASEAN countries have a lot 
to gain through business with 
China and they don’t want to 
lose that — rather, they want 
to deepen economic ties,” Oga-
sawara said. “ASEAN’s basic 
position is to be on good terms 
with everyone — China, the 
U.S., Japan, India or Russia. It 
is all about balance. They want 
to keep all of the relationships 
pretty much even.”

Mekong-Japan relations are 
currently focused mainly on 
economic cooperation, but Oga-
sawara said that, in time, they 
may begin discussing more sen-
sitive topics like security.

“I think that the Mekong-
Japan relationship will develop 
into a broader cooperation to 
include political and security 
issues,” Ogasawara said. “And 
ultimately, this relationship will 
become the key to reducing dis-
parity and to the integration of 
ASEAN.”

Japan’s interest in Mekong area moves beyond economic

Yoshihiko Noda
Prime Minister

The Mekong Basin is a region that carries a 
huge potential for development, with the 
blessing of rich and diverse nature along the big 
river. For years, Japan has made steady efforts 
to cooperate with countries in the area through 
basic infrastructure and human resources 
development.

The Mekong-Japan cooperation framework 
is solid evidence of this long-standing 
relationship, and there is no other forum of 
regular dialogue between top leaders of the 
nations of the Mekong region and a country 
outside the area. Following the last conference 
held in the fall of 2011 in Bali, Indonesia, it is our 
great honor to invite the leaders from the 
region to Tokyo this time for the fourth Mekong-
Japan Summit.

Our nation is ready to help in various ways 
the efforts of countries along the Mekong River 
to tackle challenges such as strengthening the 
region’s “connectivity” to facilitate the flow of 
people and goods, as well as protection of local 
residents and the environment in the 
development process. We face a number of 

common challenges in how we live with and 
cope with the threat of nature. In the upcoming 
conference, we would like to focus on these and 
other issues as we talk about the direction of our 
cooperation through 2015, so that we can 
deepen our long-standing partnership with the 
Mekong region into the future.

Deepening partnership 
with Mekong region

A computer graphic shows Cambodia’s Neak Loeung Bridge, which will be the longest across 
the Mekong River when it is completed in 2015 with Japan’s aid.  Royal embassy of Cambodia

A view of the Mekong, one of the longest rivers in the world, which passes through Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.  Andrew Lee

‘The Mekong region is often referred to as the last 
frontier, and for Japan, it is a very important area 
economically, but I think that the Mekong-Japan 
relationship will develop into a broader one to 
include political and security issues.’
TAKAYUKI OGASAWARA, YAMANASHI GAKUIN UNIVERSITY

 �  Japan times graphic
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Cambodian prime minister’s visit

continue working together to 
build the A SEAN Community 
with the vision of “One D es-
tiny” for all peoples in the spirit 
of unity and solidarity of ASEAN 
peoples. In making our theme of 
ASEAN: One Community, One 
Destiny a reality, we must en-
sure that the peoples of ASEAN, 
especially its younger generation, 
understand and appreciate the 
value of our unique approach to 
regionalism and regional integra-
tion, and the beneficial strength 
it brings us as an influential re-
gional voice in a challenging 
global environment. 

In conjunction with the 
Phnom P enh D eclaration, the 
leaders also adopted the Phnom 
Penh A genda for A SEAN Com-
munity Building, reiterating 
their firm commitments and in-

tensified efforts to ensure Cam-
bodia’s chairmanship in 2012 a 
great success that contributes to 
the ultimate goals in achieving 
the ASEAN Community by 2015.

Furthermore, success in re-
alizing the A SEAN Community 
by 2015 requires not only the 
concerted efforts of all A SEAN 
Member States, but also the 
support of A SEAN’s friends 
to improve A SEAN peoples’ 
quality of life by narrowing the 
economic development gaps 
between member states aiming 
to accelerate A SEAN integra-
tion, particularly by enabling 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and 
Vietnam to be fully integrated 
into the ASEAN Community by 
2015 and beyond. I n this con-
nection, abundant resources of 
the Mekong region countries, 
including among others natu-

ral resources, human power, 
culture and tourism potentials, 
are key factors for Mekong-
Japan cooperation. Especially, 

the Mekong region is assumed 
as a dynamic growth center of 
Southeast A sia, where Cam-
bodia’s location in an increas-

ingly integrated and connected 
Greater Mekong Subregion pro-
vides a strategic importance to 
the region. In view of the signifi-
cance, the Mekong-Japan coop-
eration framework was initiated 
once the Japanese government 
announced a Japan-Mekong 
Region P artnership P rogram in 
2007, aiming to boost the eco-
nomic development and coop-
eration in the Mekong region, 
particularly to contribute to ac-
celerating A SEAN’s integration, 
narrowing development gaps 
among the old and new mem-
bers of A SEAN toward the ulti-
mate goal to build the A SEAN 
Community by 2015.

Since the first Mekong-Japan 
Summit, held on Dec. 6-7, 2009, 
in Tokyo, progress in cooperation 
has been made with satisfaction 
for a comprehensive, balanced 
and sustainable development 
of the Mekong region over the 
last three years, particularly to 

the economic development and 
poverty reduction of the region. A 
number of programs and projects 
have been substantially imple-
mented, such as among others 
the Mekong-Japan A ction P lan 
63, Action Plan of Mekong-Japan 
Economic and I ndustrial Coop-
eration Initiative and Action Plan 
on a D ecade Toward the Green 
Mekong. P eople-to-people ex-
change programs have also been 
carried out from the grassroots to 
the most senior levels in broad 
areas of politics, security, econ-
omy, culture, tourism, environ-
ment and disaster management, 
which have benefited Cambodia 
and other Mekong countries.

Moreover, at the third Me-
kong-Japan Summit in Bali, I n-
donesia, in 2011, the leaders of 
Japan and the Mekong countries 
reaffirmed the importance of fur-
ther synergy between Mekong-
Japan cooperation and other 
efforts to enhance A SEAN con-

nectivity, particularly the imple-
mentation of a plan of action on 
ASEAN connectivity.

It is our strong hope that the 
fourth Japan-Mekong Summit 
being held in Tokyo will certainly 
demonstrate firm commitments 
of our leaders to pursue close 
cooperation and common trust 
to achieve the existing agenda 
for the reduction of develop-
ment gaps through enhanced 

competitiveness and ensured 
regional identity.

Taking this opportunity, I 
would like to extend my sincerest 
appreciation to the government 
and people of Japan for their 
continuing support of Cambo-
dia’s economic development that 
have contributed to the R oyal 
Government’s endeavors for the 
prosperity of the Cambodian 
people.

ASEAN Community by 2015
Continued from page B2

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen waves a gavel after taking 
over the ASEAN chairmanship from Indonesian President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono at the closing session of the 
ASEAN Summit on Nov. 19, 2011, in Bali, Indonesia.
 Royal embassy of Cambodia
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Lao prime minister’s visit

Thongsing Thammavong
Prime Minister of THE Lao PDR

At the outset, I  would like to 
congratulate the government 
of Japan on the hosting of the 
fourth Mekong-Japan Summit to 
be held on April 21 in Tokyo.

The government and people of 
the Lao PDR are pleased to note 
that since the establishment of 
the Mekong-Japan cooperation 
framework, cooperation between 
the Mekong region countries 
and Japan has seen significant 
progress. I n particular, the ef-
fective implementation of work 
plans and measures under the 
Mekong-Japan Action Plan 63 of 
the Tokyo Declaration has greatly 
contributed to the strengthening 
of Mekong-Japan relations, the 
development of the Mekong re-
gion countries, including infra-
structure development, human 
resource development, facilita-

tion of trade and investment, and 
movements of people within the 
region, thus contributing to the 
narrowing of development gap 
within the Association of South-
east A sian Nations and A SEAN 
Community building in 2015.

The L ao PDR  highly values 
the contribution of the Mekong-
Japan cooperation projects to 
the socioeconomic strength, 
including the creation of a fa-
vorable environment for invest-
ment and business operation 
in the country, and has actively 
implemented cooperation proj-
ects supported by Japan under 
various cooperation frame-
works. We have completed the 
implementation of assistance 
projects under the Cambodia-
Laos-Vietnam D evelopment 
Triangle A rea, projects for the 
improvement of transportation 
and logistics under the Cam-
bodia-Laos-Myanmar-Vietnam 

framework and East-West Eco-
nomic Corridor as well as prior-
ity projects under the Mekong-
Japan Economic and I ndustrial 
Development I nitiatives and A 
Decade for the Green Mekong.

I  strongly believe that the 
fourth Mekong-Japan Summit 
in Tokyo will be another mile-
stone for the enhancement of 
cooperation between Mekong 
region countries, including the 
Lao PDR  and Japan. The sum-
mit will provide an opportunity 
for the leaders to discuss and 
agree on cooperation strategy, 
future direction and measures 
for the strengthening of Mekong-
Japan cooperation for 2013-2015, 
which will contribute to the de-
velopment of the Mekong region 
as well as to the acceleration of 
the narrowing of the develop-
ment gap within A SEAN and 
ASEAN Community building. 

I  would like to take this op-
portunity to express my sincere 
thanks to the government and 
people of Japan for the valuable 
support extended to the L ao 
PDR  and highly appreciate the 
active participation of Japan in 
the realization of the Mekong-
Japan action plan, which has 
contributed to the socioeconom-
ic progress as well as the imple-
mentation of the seventh five-
year National Socio-Economic 
Plan (2011-2015) of the Lao PDR. 

I  would like to reaffirm that 
the L ao PDR  will continue its 
active participation in the ef-
fective and concrete realization 
of the work plans and projects 
under the Mekong-Japan coop-
eration framework. I  strongly 
believe that the success of the 
implementation of the new 
strategy will significantly con-
tribute to the establishing of 
new cooperation partners for a 
prosperous future between the 
Mekong region countries and 
Japan, for peace and prosper-
ity of the region, as well as for 
the promotion of better under-
standing between the people 
of the Mekong region countries 
and Japan. 

Highly valuing cooperation

Khenthong Nuanthasing
Ambassador of the Lao PDR

I  am very pleased to note that 
the friendly relations between 
the L ao PDR 
and Japan in 
both bilateral 
and multilater-
al frameworks, 
including in 
the Mekong-
Japan coopera-
tion framework, 
have further developed and con-
tributed to the strengthening and 
expanding of cooperation.

The government and the 
people of L ao PDR  highly ap-
preciate the concrete progress 
made in the implementation of 
the Mekong-Japan cooperation 
plan and projects during the past 
few years, especially the Plan of 
Action 63 of the Tokyo Declara-
tion adopted in 2009. The coop-
eration projects covering infra-
structure development, human 
resource development, trade 
and investment facilitation and 
others have significantly con-
tributed to the socioeconomic 
development of the Lao PDR as 
well as the implementation of 
the seventh five-year National 
Socio-Economic D evelopment 
Plan (2011-2015).

On bilateral ties, the Lao PDR 
and Japan jointly celebrated the 
55th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries in 2010. 
The government and people of 
the L ao PDR  are very pleased 
with the expansion of friendly 
relations and cooperation be-
tween the two countries. On this 
occasion, I  would like to sin-
cerely express my appreciation 
to the government and people 
of Japan for the continued as-
sistance to the L ao PDR , which 
has contributed to the socioeco-
nomic development and raising 
of people’s living standards, as 
well as economic integration of 
the Lao PDR with the region and 

with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, and to the effort 
of the L ao government to take 
the country out of the least de-
veloped countries status by 2020. 
I hope that the Government and 
people of Japan will continue 
their valuable assistance to the 
Lao PDR in the future. 

I strongly believe that the suc-
cess of the fourth Mekong-Japan 
Summit will lay a strong founda-
tion for the enhancement of co-
operation between the Mekong 
region countries and Japan in 
the years to come. A  new strat-
egy and cooperation measures 
to be adopted will provide a 
great potential for the economic 
development of the Mekong re-
gion countries so as to raise their 
competitiveness and promote 
economic integration with the 
region and the world, as well as 
to narrow the development gap 
in the Mekong region. Further-
more, the implementation of the 
Mekong-Japan priority coopera-
tion projects, in particular infra-
structure projects, will also assist 
the connectivity of the Mekong 
region countries as well as the 
implementation of the A SEAN 
connectivity master plan to facil-
itate trade, investment, tourism 
and increase people-to-people 
contact in the region.

As for the L ao PDR , the 
government is determined to 
transform the country from the 
landlocked into a land-link by 
focusing on the construction and 
improvement of road connec-
tions and better land transport 
services in order to become a 
crossroad of the East-West Eco-
nomic Corridor as well as of the 
subregion and the region. Fur-
thermore, the L ao government 
has also actively implemented 
cooperation projects with Japan 
in both bilateral and multilateral 
frameworks, such as the Cambo-
dia-Laos-Vietnam D evelopment 
Triangle A rea, Cambodia-Laos-
Myanmar-Vietnam, Greater Me-
kong Subregion and others.

To be able to develop and sus-
tain economic growth, the L ao 
government has paid attention 
to the promotion of private sector 
participation in the development 
of the country, including invest-
ment in agriculture and other sec-
tors aiming at transforming the 
country into a modern industry 
in the future. The government has 
also attached great importance to 
the improvement of the business 
and investment climate and legal 
structures in the L ao PDR , such 
as the adoption and implementa-
tion of the new Law on Investment 
Promotion, the establishment of a 
single window service for inves-
tors, the improved regulation on 
the special and specialized eco-
nomic zones from 2011 to 2020, 
and based on each provincial 
potential, special and specialized 
economic zones will be estab-
lished throughout the country. 
Up till now, five special economic 
zones have been established, five 
more zones are in the last stage 
of preparation, 12 zones are at a 
study stage and 23 more zones are 
in the process of identifying pro-
spective joint developers. Taking 
this opportunity, I  would like to 
invite the Japanese business com-
munity and investors to increase 
their business and investment 
presence in the Lao PDR.

Social development is another 
important sector for raising the 
people’s living standards, includ-
ing preparedness to address the 
impact of natural disasters, which 
have occurred more frequently, 
the well-being and protection of 
mothers and newborn infants, the 
prevention of infectious diseases 
and food security. The material 
and technical assistance provided 
by Japan to the Mekong region 
countries including to the L ao 
PDR in the mentioned areas have 
significantly contributed to social 
development and the raising of 
people’s living standards and well-
being, and to efforts to achieve the 
United Nations’ Millennium D e-
velopment Goals by 2015.

Material, technical assistance from 
Japan aid Laos’ social development

Covered in gold leaf, the Pha That Luang stupa stands in the 
center of the capital Vientiane. E mbassy of THE Lao PDR

Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong was born on April 12, 
1944, in Houaphanh Province in eastern Laos.

In 1959, Thongsing joined the revolutionary movement led by 
the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party (LPRP) while also working 
as a teacher.

From 1963 to 1982, he was involved in education 
administration. Meanwhile, the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic was established in 1975.

In 1983, Thongsing was appointed cultural minister of the 
Cabinet of Kaysone Phomvihane, the first prime minister of the 
Lao PDR.

In 1986, Thongsing was elected as a member of the Central 
Committee of the LPRP. In 1989, he was elected as the vice 
president of the Supreme People’s Assembly, and also engaged 
in drawing up a new constitution.

In 1991, Thongsing was elected as a member of the LPRP 
Politburo at the fifth Party Congress and re-elected at the sixth 
Party Congress in 1996 and the seventh Party Congress in 2001. 
From 2002 to 2006, he served as the mayor of the capital 
Vientiane as well as a secretary of the Party Committee of 
Vientiane.

In 2006, he was re-elected as a Politburo member at the 
eighth Party Congress.

He was the president of the National Assembly from 2006 to 
2010. 

Following the resignation of Prime Minister Bouasone 
Bouphavanh on Dec. 23, 2010, Thongsing was appointed prime 
minister on that date.

Thongsing visited Japan for the first time as prime minister 
of the Lao PDR on March 14-18 this year.

Profile of Prime Minister Thongsing
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Myanmar president’s visit

Thein Sein
President of the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar

On behalf of the government 
and people of the R epublic of 
the Union of Myanmar, I  wish 
to convey my warmest greet-
ings and best wishes to the 
government and the people of 
Japan. 

It is indeed a great honor and 
pleasure for me to attend the 
fourth Mekong-Japan Summit 
in the enchanting city of Tokyo. 
I would like to congratulate the 
government of Japan for hosting 
this important summit, which 
will further strengthen the mu-
tually beneficial cooperation be-
tween the member countries of 
the Mekong region and Japan.

The Mekong region is blessed 
with abundant natural resourc-
es, sources of energy and home 
to rich cultural heritages. The 
Mekong subregion is now en-
joying peace, stability and rapid 
economic growth. I t is vital for 
us to strive for sustainable de-
velopment. 

Today, the globalization pro-
cess and the growing trend of 
regional economic integration 
have opened windows of op-
portunities for the Mekong re-
gion to become an area gener-
ating benefits for all countries, 
including donors and investors 
outside the region like Japan.

I  wish to take this opportu-
nity to thank Japan for its im-
portant contributions toward 
the socioeconomic develop-

ment of the countries of the 
Mekong region.

I  firmly believe that devel-
opment of the countries in the 
Mekong region will contribute 
not only to the socioeconomic 
growth and stability of the re-
gion, but also to the narrowing 
of the development gap among 
the A ssociation of Southeast 
Asian Nation countries and to-
ward the establishment of the 
ASEAN Community in 2015.

I  would like to conclude 
this message by extending my 
best wishes to the government 
and the people of Japan for 
the continued progress and 
prosperity and for the further 
strengthening of the exist-
ing friendly relations between 
Myanmar and Japan.

Globalization, economic 
integration open doors

Khin Maung Tin
Ambassador of the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar

It gives me great pleasure to ad-
dress the esteemed readers of 
The Japan Times on the occasion 
of the opening 
of the Mekong-
Japan Summit 
and to make 
special welcom-
ing remarks in a 
special supple-
ment. I do hope 
that this supple-
ment will contribute to promot-
ing mutual understanding and 
good will between Japan and 
the Mekong region countries 
through the establishment of 
firm and friendly ties in the ar-
eas of trade, culture, tourism, 
people-to-people exchanges, etc.

Today, the Mekong region is 
one of the fastest-growing re-
gions in the world, and its stable 
and high economic growth has 
been attracting foreign direct in-
vestment. Even after the global 
economic crisis in 2009, the 
Mekong region quickly recov-
ered and returned to the growth 
track, showing the remarkable 
resilience of their economies.

However, the countries in this 
region are at different stages of 
development. Hence, one of the 
important agendas of the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations 
is to narrow the development 
gap among ASEAN countries to 
achieve its economic integration.

The economic development 
of the Mekong region is also vital 
for A SEAN integration. The key 
to dynamic economic growth 
and sustainable poverty reduc-
tion in this region is to expand 
the volume of international trade 
and draw more foreign direct in-
vestment in order to supplement 
insufficient domestic capital and 
technology.

Recent significant progress of 
the Mekong region countries to 
attract more investment will help 

expedite the process of regional 
integration. The A SEAN Free 
Trade A rea (AFTA) and FTAs 
between ASEAN and other part-
ner/dialogue countries such as 
Japan, China, South Korea, India, 
Australia and New Zealand, are 
promoting trade and investment. 
These FTAs and closer connectiv-
ity allow private investors to es-
tablish their production and sup-
ply chains not only on a country 
basis, but also on a regional basis.

I am very encouraged to note 
Japan’s commitment to the de-
velopment of the countries in the 
Mekong region and the progress 
made in the implementation 
of the Tokyo D eclaration and 
Action P lan 63, which were ad-
opted at the first Mekong-Japan 
Summit in 2009. Japan has 
been providing substantial as-
sistance to the countries in the 
Mekong region through official 
development assistance (ODA) 
and in partnership with non-
governmental organizations. 
The three main economic corri-
dors — East-West, North-South 
and Southern — are thus being 

implemented, as assistance to 
promote the economic growth 
of the region as a whole and 
to enhance our connectivity in 
the region. I t is of my view that 
the Greater Mekong Subregion 
Southern Economic Corridor 
alignment (Ho Chi Minh City-
Phnom P enh-Bangkok) which 
is further extended to D awei, 
Myanmar, will be able to pro-
vide an alternative sea route to 
connect India and the Southeast 
Asian region, reducing the con-
gestion in the Malacca Strait.

Japan and the Mekong region 
countries are coordinating to 
promote cooperation between 
public and private sectors that 
contributes to the effective im-
plementation of cooperation 
projects in various areas, such 
as infrastructure and natural 
resources development, the im-
provement of logistics networks 
and the implementation of the 
master plan on ASEAN connec-
tivity. The cooperation and co-
ordination with related regional 
and international institutions,

Trade, foreign direct investment are 
keys to Myanmar’s dynamic growth

Continued on page b6

President U Thein Sein was born on April 20, 1945, in Ngaputaw 
Township in the Irrawaddy region, southwestern Myanmar.

He joined the army in 1963 and graduated from Defense 
Services Academy with a bachelor’s degree in 1967. He served in 
various capacities up to the rank of brigadier general from 1967 
to 1995.

From 1996 to 2000, he served as commander, triangle region 
command with the rank of major general. From 2001 to 2006, 
he served as adjutant general with the rank of lieutenant 
general. In 2007, he served in the office of the commander-in-
chief (army) with the rank of general.

U Thein Sein also served as chairman of the Kalay District 
Peace and Development Council in 1988 and in 1997 as a 
member of the State Peace and Development Council, for which 
he served as secretary (2) in 2003 and secretary (1) in 2004.

In 2008, he was appointed as acting prime minister. In October 
2008, he became prime minister and served until March 2011.

In 2010, he retired from the army and became chairman of 
the Union Solidarity and Development Party. At the general 
election held on Nov. 7, 2010, he was a candidate of the 
Zabuthiri Township constituency in Naypyitaw and was elected 
as a representative of the Pyithu Hluttaw, the lower house of the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the bicameral legislature of Myanmar.

In February 2011, U Thein Sein was elected president of the 
Republic of the Union of Myanmar by the Presidential Electoral 
College of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and sworn in on March 30.

He was awarded the Decorations and Medals of the 
Myanmar Military Service.

He is married to Daw Khin Khin Win with three daughters.

Profile of Myanmar’s president

Bagan, once the capital of several ancient kingdoms, is home 
to some 2,000 pagodas and temples.  Myanmar embassy

The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw complex in Myanmar’s new capital, Naypyitaw, is the seat of the 
legislative body established by the 2008 constitution.  Myanmar embassy
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The following is a chronology with some details of the major 
events related to recent Mekong-Japan cooperation.

January 2007 — The Japan-Mekong Region Partnership 
Program was announced during the Japan-CLV (Cambodia, 
Laos, Vietnam) Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Cebu, the 
Philippines.

January 2008 — The first Mekong-Japan Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting was held in Tokyo.

2009 — The entire year was celebrated as the Mekong-
Japan Exchange Year to promote exchange events in various 
fields (politics, economy, culture, youth exchange, tourism) 
between Japan and Mekong region countries.

October 2009 — The second Mekong-Japan Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting was convened in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

November 2009 — The Mekong-Japan Summit Meeting — 
the first-ever meeting between the heads of the governments 
of Japan and the Mekong region countries — was held in 
Tokyo. Attending the summit were Prime Minister Yukio 
Hatoyama (chair), Prime Minister Hun Sen of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, Prime Minister Bouasone Bouphavanh of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Prime Minister Gen. Thein Sein 
of the Union of Myanmar, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of 
the Kingdom of Thailand and Prime Minister Nguyen Tan 
Dung of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The leaders 
adopted the Tokyo Declaration and the Mekong-Japan Action 
Plan 63.

Japan and the Mekong region countries were determined 
to give priority to the following areas:

1. Comprehensive development in the Mekong region.
2. Construction of a society that values human dignity, 

comprised of environment and climate change (the launch of 
the A Decade toward the Green Mekong initiative), and 
overcoming vulnerability.

3. Expanding cooperation and exchanges.
They also determined to establish “a new partnership for 

the common flourishing future” between Japan and the 
Mekong region countries.

Regarding the Mekong region as a prioritized area, Prime 
Minister Hatoyama committed that Japan will continue the 
policy to expand its official development assistance (ODA) to 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, as well as to the Mekong region 
as a whole, committing more than ¥500 billion of ODA in the 
next three years for the Mekong region.

The leaders determined to regularize Mekong-Japan related 
meetings in order to move Mekong-Japan cooperation 
forward. The Mekong-Japan Summit meeting is to be held in 
Japan every three years, and on the occasion of multilateral 
meetings in other years. The Mekong-Japan Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting is to be held regularly, hosted by a Mekong region 
country if it is the ASEAN chair, and by Japan in other cases; 
the Mekong-Japan Economic Ministers’ Meeting will be held 
regularly.

Prime Minister Hatoyama emphasized that the Mekong 
region is a key area for the concept of the open and 
transparent East Asian Community, with regard to narrowing 
the existing development gaps.

Prime Minister Hatoyama also had bilateral meetings with 
each country.

July 2010 — The third Mekong-Japan Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting was held in Hanoi, Vietnam.

October 2010 — The second Mekong-Japan Summit meeting 
was held in Hanoi, chaired by Prime Minister Dung of Vietnam 
and participated by Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia, Prime 
Minister Bouasone Bouphavanh of the Lao PDR, Prime Minister 
Gen. Thein Sein of Myanmar, Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva of 
Thailand and Prime Minister Naoto Kan.

The leaders welcomed the significant progress of the 
implementation of the Tokyo Declaration and Mekong-Japan 
Action Plan 63 and other initiatives proposed by the Mekong 
region countries since the first Mekong-Japan Summit and 
determined to enhance the cooperation.

The leaders welcomed A Decade toward the Green Mekong 
initiative and adopted its action plan and expressed strong 
expectation that Mekong-Japan cooperation on environment 
conservation would be enhanced in order for the Mekong 
region to achieve a Green Mekong with lush greenery, rich 
biodiversity and resilience to natural disasters through various 
effective measures including reforestation.

July 2011 — The fourth Mekong-Japan Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting was held in Bali, Indonesia.

November 2011 — The third Mekong-Japan Summit was 
held in Bali, Indonesia. Attending the summit were Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda (chair), Prime Minister Dung of 
Vietnam, Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia, Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra of Thailand, President Thein Sein of the 
Union of the Republic of Myanmar and Prime Minister 
Thongsing Thammavong of the Lao PDR.

1. At the outset, Prime Minister Noda extended his 
sympathy and condolences on damage caused by floods in 
the Mekong region. He also said to the effect that Japan had 
pushed forward with Mekong-Japan cooperation based on the 
Mekong-Japan Action Plan 63 adopted at the first Mekong-
Japan Summit in 2009.

2. Subsequently, discussions were held about Mekong-
Japan cooperation in the Mekong region. Prime Minister Noda 
said Japan had decided to carry out feasibility studies on the 
development of Dawei, Myanmar, from the perspective of 
enhancing connectivity in this region, focusing on the 
development such as the connectivity of Dawei, Myanmar and 
a special economic zone. He also spoke of the importance of 
public-private cooperation as well as the importance of 
assistance in the areas of the environment and climate change; 
maternal, newborn and child health and infectious diseases; 
and food security and safety.

3. In reply, the Mekong region countries expressed their 
gratitude to Japan for continuing various forms of 
cooperation despite difficulties after the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. Specifically, for example, they referred to the 
importance of the water resource management of the 
Mekong River. Moreover, they expressed their expectations 
for Japan’s continued assistance to the CLV Development 
Triangle Area.

4. The leaders of Japan and the Mekong region countries 
concurred in the perception that the 2012 Mekong-Japan 
Summit would be held in Japan and that they would map out 
new themes of cooperation, building on the Mekong-Japan 
Action Plan 63.

5. The leaders adopted a joint statement (see Page B9) in 
which they took note that Mekong-Japan cooperation had 
developed substantially and reaffirmed that they would further 
promote cooperation through the framework of Mekong-
Japan cooperation.

6. Finally, Prime Minister Noda concluded the meeting by 
noting that, following the Great East Japan Earthquake, Japan 
had received assistance from all over the world, including the 
Mekong region countries, and that this showed what Japan 
had been doing was not wrong and that Japan would 
continue to provide necessary assistance without becoming 
inward-looking.

The information in this article is taken from the website of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Chronology of major events related 
to Mekong-Japan cooperation

particularly the Mekong R iver 
Commission, are required to be 
strengthened in order to pro-
mote the sustainable develop-
ment, utilization, conservation 
and management of water and 
water related resources of the 
Mekong River.

Taking this opportunity, I 
would like to brief readers on 
economic developments taking 
place in Myanmar. While mak-
ing efforts for the industrializa-
tion of the nation, the Myanmar 
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 
Law was enacted in January 
2011 aiming at attracting more 
foreign investment to boost the 
country’s economy. The amend-
ment to the Foreign Investment 

Law (1988) has been through 
the consultation process in the 
Pyithu Hluttaw (House of R ep-
resentatives). The government 
has designated three special eco-
nomic zones, namely, Thilawa, 
Dawei and Kyaukphyu, with the 
enactment of the SEZ law. These 
bring about tremendous invest-
ment opportunities in Myanmar 
and potential local and foreign 
investment is highly anticipated.

The government of the R e-
public of the Union of Myanmar 
is striving for reforms, nation 
building tasks and promot-
ing the better livelihood of its 
people at the moment. While it 
is implementing tasks for preva-
lence of peace and stability and 
economic recovery, the Myan-
mar delegation led by President 
U Thein Sein paid a state visit to 
three Mekong region countries 
— Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos 
— in March, during which the 
delegation observed infrastruc-
ture development and several 
business sectors, including tour-
ism and information and tele-
communications.

On April 1, a by-election was 
conducted successfully in a free, 
fair and transparent manner. 
The government of Myanmar in-
vited to the by-elections a large 
number of election observers 
from A SEAN and its dialogue 
partners as well as from other 
regional and international orga-
nizations.

Responding to the process of 
democratization and national 

reconsolidation taking place 
in Myanmar, A SEAN leaders at 
the 20th A SEAN Summit, held 
in P hnom P enh, Cambodia, on 
April 3-4, called in unison for the 
lifting of all sanctions on Myan-
mar by certain countries so as to 
make a constructive contribu-
tion to the democratic process 
and economic development in 
Myanmar.

In this emerging “Century of 
Asia,” we believe that the synergy 
between Mekong-Japan coopera-
tion and other efforts to enhance 
ASEAN connectivity is a driving 
force for the expeditious build-
ing of the A SEAN Community 
by 2015.

It is my hope that the fourth 
Mekong-Japan Summit will be a 
success in realizing comprehen-
sive development of the Mekong 
region and construction of a so-
ciety that values human dignity 
through enhanced cooperation 
between Mekong countries 
and Japan. D rawing strength 
from our shared values, further 
consultations and additional 
efforts will contribute not only 
to promoting trade and invest-
ment between Mekong region 
countries and Japan, but also to 
ensuring the continued peace 
and prosperity of the people in 
the region.

In conclusion, I  would like 
to express, once again, my ap-
preciation and sincere thanks to 
The Japan Times for giving me 
this good opportunity to greet its 
esteemed readers.

Democratization process, reconsolidation in effect
Continued from page B5

Located in Tokyo, the A SEAN-
Japan Centre, established in 
1981 by the governments of the 
Association of Southeast A sian 
Nations and Japan, is also known 
as the ASEAN Promotion Centre 
on Trade, Investment and Tour-
ism. The following excerpts are 
from the A SEAN-Japan Centre’s 
observations on Myanmar at the 
time of the visits to the country.

Investment mission
1. Project name 
Outward I nvestment P romotion 
Mission to Myanmar 
2. Implementation venue, period
Yangon and Naypyitaw, 
Sept. 4-10, 2011
3. Organizers 
ASEAN-Japan Centre, Embassy 
of the R epublic of the Union of 
Myanmar in Japan
4. Observations and reports 
The objective of this investment 
mission is to update information 
of the current economic situation 
and investment environment, to 
explore business opportunities in 
labor-intensive industries such as 
garment, food and information 
technology (IT) in Myanmar. 

After the inauguration of the 
new civil government, the gov-
ernment is comprehensively 
reviewing their policy related 

to financial, commercial and 
investment areas. The current 
investment law is now under 
review so as to promote foreign 
investment. The two Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) L aws were 
established in January 2011, and 
one-stop service of investment-
related procedures by the Myan-
mar government has started. 
There was an announcement 
that the dual exchange rate sys-
tem would be resolved in con-
sultation with the I nternational 
Monetary Fund (IMF). [Myan-
mar has begun a managed float 
of its currency from April 2012.] 

Foreign direct investment con-
centrates in the energy and re-
sources sector. The priority area 
of investment is resource-based 
heavy investment; resource-based, 
export-oriented, value-added proj-
ects; and labor-intensive, export-
oriented projects. They expect es-
tablishment of joint ventures with 
Japanese companies to introduce 
new technologies to make their 
product more competitive. 

According to the manufactur-
ers, the sharp appreciation of the 
kyat hit their business. But after 
some tax reduction plans were 
implemented for six months to 
promote trading, it seems that 
they mitigated the impacts in 

businesses such as the cutting, 
making and packing (CMP) busi-
ness in the garment sector. 

Myanmar makes steady prog-
ress toward democracy and a 
market economy. Even though 
the sharp appreciation of the kyat 
hits the economy in Myanmar, it 
seems to be acceleration in eco-
nomic growth. The electric pow-
er supply is improving by new 
hydro and gas power plants. I n 
September 2011, economic sanc-
tions still remain. But after the 
election, many Western coun-
tries’ companies have already 
intensified their efforts to seek 
their new business opportunities 
in Myanmar. While the lifting of 
the economic sanctions is one of 
the important issues in business, 
the business actions from foreign 
investors have already started. 
There is a big potential and at-
tractiveness for investors such as 
lower cost and a 60 million pro-
Japan market. The further expan-
sion of business cooperation be-
tween Japan and Myanmar will 
be highly expected.

Recycle system project
1. Project name
Myanmar Recycle System Project
2. Implementation venue, period
Yangon, March 4-9, 2012

3. Organizers
ASEAN-Japan Centre, Embassy 
of the R epublic of the Union of 
Myanmar in Japan
4. Observations and reports
The objective of this mission was 
to assist reinforcement of envi-
ronment improvement works in 
Myanmar, to provide support for 
the recycle system in Yangon.

Yangon is the largest com-
mercial city with a population 

of about 6 million. The Y angon 
City D evelopment Committee 
(YCDC) intends to develop as 
a “Green City,” an ecologically 
friendly city in Myanmar.

YCDC plans to conduct the 
new segregated waste collection 
system for recycling in April 2012. 
The Myanmar P lastic I ndustries 
Association (MPIA) under the 
Union of Myanmar Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (UMFCCI) donated 
trash boxes to support the new 
recycling system in Yangon.

Household waste is divided 
into two types. Dry waste such as 
plastic bags is planned to be re-
cycled and wet waste is planned 
to be reused for energy. There 
are some recycling operators 
already in Myanmar: bins, cans, 
paper, plastic bottles and metals 
are sold to them. P lastic bottles 
are cut into flakes and sold in 
China.

As the two disposal sites in 
Yangon will be full in the near 
future, Y CDC is seeking new 
disposal sites. A lso planned to 
be established is an electricity 

generating plant using the heat 
produced by waste disposal in 
cooperation with Japan’s New 
Energy and I ndustrial Technol-
ogy D evelopment Organization 
(NEDO).

Since the growth rate of the 
economy and population is ac-
celerating, it is necessary to solve 
the problem fundamentally by 
the three Rs: Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle.

Rapid action is required 
against the issues of waste treat-
ment management. Some foreign 
investors seem to decide their in-
vestment destination due to lack 
of effective regulations related 
to environment protection. Co-
operate activities should respect 
the environment and beautiful 
development of the city.

The A SEAN-Japan Centre 
would promote investment to 
Myanmar as well as support of 
the new recycling system.

For more information on the 
ASEAN-Japan Centre, visit 
www.asean.or.jp/en.

Myanmar seeks investment, environment protection

Revelers celebrate Thingyan, the annual water festival that marks the New Year in Myanmar, in 
Yangon on April 14.  AP

Myanmar has a variety of natural environments, from hilly terrain to bodies of water such as Lake Inle.  Myanmar embassy

 第３種郵便物認可

PAGE: 6



The Japan Times  Friday, April 20, 2012  B7

Thai prime minister’s visit

Yingluck Shinawatra
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of 
Thailand

I  am delighted to return to Ja-
pan, after my recent official visit 
on March 6-9, in order to partici-
pate in the fourth Mekong-Japan 
Summit on April 21. As a friend 
and partner of the Mekong 
countries, Japan initiated this 
forum in 2009, to which Thai-
land has consistently given its 
support, as a strategic partner of 
Japan and of the Mekong region.

Connectivity has been a priori-
ty area of our cooperation since it 
is a key catalyst for development 
in this region, whether in the 
Association of Southeast A sian 
Nations or the Mekong region. 
Without continuing support from 
Japan, transport linkages within 
the Mekong countries along the 
East-West and Southern eco-
nomic corridors could not have 
been realized. I  am therefore 
pleased that Thailand and Japan 
co-hosted the Mekong-Japan 

International Conference on the 
EWEC and SEC Corridors under 
the theme “Completing Con-
nectivity, Creating the Economic 
Prosperity” in 2010. We should 
continue to draw the lessons 
learned from this conference 
as we map out the connectivity 
strategy for the Mekong region. 

Last year, both countries ex-
perienced unprecedented natu-
ral disasters that affected the 
livelihood of a large number of 
people as well as some industrial 
and agricultural sites. Y et, these 
unfortunate incidents helped 
bring our peoples even closer 
together. Once again, I  thank 
Japanese investors for their con-
tinuing commitment to remain 
a part of Thailand’s economic 
future, as they have been for 
decades. As I said the last time I 
was here, Thailand continues to 
be a safe and productive place 
for Japanese investment. 

I  am also delighted that the 
Mekong-Japan forum has at-
tached importance to environ-

ment conservation, climate 
change and disaster risk reduc-
tion. These are all issues that 
should be taken into account 
as we pursue comprehensive, 
balanced and sustainable devel-
opment of the Mekong region. 
Thailand stands ready to under-
take any activities relating to di-
saster management with Japan, 
as a follow-up to the Green Me-
kong Forum co-hosted by Thai-
land and Japan in 2011.

In sum, Thailand considers 
Japan’s support for the devel-
opment of the Mekong region 
as contributing to the closing of 
development gaps and ultimate-
ly to the building of an A SEAN 
Community. We look forward to 
having fruitful discussions dur-
ing the forthcoming Mekong-Ja-
pan Summit. I am confident that 
close cooperation between the 
Mekong countries and Japan will 
lead to the attainment of devel-
opment goals in the region and 
complement the realization of 
the ASEAN Community by 2015. 

Connectivity a key catalyst 
for development in region

Virasakdi Futrakul
Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Thailand

On A pril 21, H.E. Y ingluck Shi-
nawatra, prime minister of the 
Kingdom of Thailand, will at-
tend the fourth 
Mekong-Japan 
Summit in To-
kyo to discuss 
with Prime Min-
ister Y oshihiko 
Noda and lead-
ers of Mekong 
region coun-
tries new areas of cooperation 
to develop the Mekong region 
for 2013-2015. Thailand is a co-
donor with Japan in contributing 
to transform the Mekong region 
into the Green Mekong and to 
construct a society in the region 
that values human dignity. 

To support the development 
of the Mekong region, during 
the last decade, Thailand has 
invested nearly 1.5 billion baht 
or $300 million for infrastruc-
ture projects connecting Thai-
land with neighboring countries 
through the East-West Economic 
Corridor, which connects the 
Indian Ocean with the P acific 
Ocean from Myanmar through 
Thailand and L aos to Vietnam. 
Also, on the Southern Economic 
Corridor (Myanmar-Thailand-
Cambodia-Vietnam), Thailand 
will be working with Japan to fill 
the missing transportation links 
between the Indian and the Pa-
cific oceans. These two econom-
ic corridors will facilitate and 
increase the flow of goods and 
people between East A sia and 
South Asia and beyond, thereby 
becoming the new “Silk Road” of 
the 21st century. 

One of the important areas of 
cooperation between Japan and 
the Mekong region countries is 
natural disaster management, 
which is becoming more and 
more important in view of the 
increasingly frequent natural di-
sasters in the region. L ast year, 

both Japan and the Mekong re-
gion countries were affected by 
unprecedented natural disasters. 
While Japan suffered from the 
Great East Japan Earthquake, the 
flooding in the Mekong region 
led to major disruptions of the 
region’s production and supply 
chain. D uring and after these 
calamities, the peoples and gov-
ernments of Japan and the Me-
kong region countries provided 
assistance to each other, thereby 
reaffirming the close friendship 
and “kizuna” (bonds) between 
us. The Tokyo summit is ex-
pected to strengthen further the 
cooperation on natural disaster 
management between Japan and 
the Mekong region countries, re-
sulting in greater human security 
for our peoples.

The flood crisis attests to the 
economic interdependence be-
tween the Mekong region and 
other regions of the world, in-
cluding Japan, because the dis-
ruption of the supply chain in 
the Mekong region affected the 
industrial production through-
out the entire world, reflecting 
the increasing importance of the 
Mekong region for global manu-
facturing. The flood crisis also 
has prompted the Mekong re-
gion countries to pay greater at-
tention to comprehensive water 
management and look to learn 
from Japan’s experience and 
technology in order to ensure 
the sustainability of the Mekong 
River, which is vital for the peace 
and prosperity of the region. 

The Mekong region countries 
are also working closely with Ja-
pan on building hard and soft 
infrastructure connectivity, link-
ing the Mekong region countries 
together to South Asia, East Asia, 
the Middle East and beyond, 
thereby facilitating the growth 
of trade, investment and tour-
ism among these regions. The 
connectivity projects in the Me-
kong region, which are part of 
the A SEAN Master Connectiv-
ity P lan linking all 10 Southeast 
Asian countries, will require vast 
investment and provide great op-
portunities for economic coop-
eration between Japan and the 
ASEAN countries.

Japan has been a long-stand-
ing and cherished partner of 
the countries in the Mekong 
region. R ecognizing Japan’s 
invaluable contribution to the 
promotion of peace, develop-
ment and prosperity in the re-
gion, the countries of the Me-
kong region look forward to 
enhancing their cooperation 
with Japan to further develop 
the region for the mutual ben-
efits of our peoples.

Thailand reaffirms our com-
mitment to enhance cooperation 
among Mekong region countries 
and to work closely with Japan 
to realize the common goals of 
the Green Mekong and to cre-
ate a society in the region valu-
ing human dignity, contributing 
to peace and prosperity in the 
Asian region and realizing the 
Asian Century.

Thailand works closely with Japan 
to support Mekong region nations 

The floods that hit Thailand dur-
ing the last three months of 2011 
temporarily interrupted the pro-
duction and supply chain in key 
industrial sectors. Since then, 
the industrial estates that were 
affected by the floods have re-
sumed operations and are on 
their way toward strong indus-
trial productivity. Thailand’s eco-
nomic foundations remain solid, 
and because of the vibrant pri-
vate consumption, public invest-
ment, high global demand for 
Thai exports, as well as revived 
inflow of foreign direct invest-
ment and foreign tourism since 
the floods, the Thai economy in 
2012 is expected to grow by 5.5 
percent to 6.5 percent.

Since the recovery stage be-
gan after the floods, the R oyal 
Thai Government has formu-
lated a flood prevention plan for 
industries of all sizes. The gov-
ernment allocated 382 billion 
baht ($12.6 billion) for soft loans 
to help manufacturers in flooded 
industrial estates, small and me-
dium-size enterprises (SMEs), 
as well as independent business 
operators to resume their busi-
ness as soon as possible. For in-
dustrial estates, the low-interest 
loans (0.01 percent) are for sev-
en years. The Board of I nvest-
ment has also provided various 
incentives for industrial estates 
affected. Moreover, the govern-
ment has subsidized two-thirds 
of the costs for the construction 
of flood prevention dykes in the 
seven industrial estates affected 
by the floods, which has begun 
earlier this year and is expected 
to be completed by August. 

One of the Royal Thai Govern-
ment’s top priorities is the imple-
mentation of the Reconstruction 
and Future Development Strate-
gy Framework. The overall target 
is to build investors’ confidence, 
especially in manufacturing and 
service sectors, as well as a long-
term, competitive and resilient 
economy through effective di-
saster prevention and manage-
ment systems and upgraded 
infrastructure. I n this strategy 

framework, the government will 
focus on: 
1. Economic restructuring
•	Support for businesses to build 
up disaster prevention and re-
sponsiveness, including supply 
chain management
•	Electronics, automotive sector, 
agro-business, services and tour-
ism are target areas for competi-
tiveness improvement
•	Development of eco-industry 
and industrial clusters
•	Technology and innovation as 
a key factor
2. Development of new econom-
ic zones
•	More efficient use of land 
through adequate regulation
•	Development along the East-
West, North-South and South-
ern Economic Corridors and in 
the Greater Mekong Subregion 
as a regional production base for 
industry, agriculture and tourism
•	Forging economic develop-
ment of border areas through 
trans–frontier development strat-
egy integration
3. Infrastructure development
•	Emphasis given to transporta-
tion networks, telecommunica-
tions and energy security
4. Disaster insurance system de-
velopment
•	Awareness-raising for the ne-
cessity of disaster insurance
•	Setting up of standards for the 
protection of the insured
•	Improvement of laws and reg-
ulations
•	Establishment of a 50 billion 
baht ($1.6 billion) D isaster I n-
surance Fund with participation 
of private insurance companies 

Moreover, from 2012-2016, the 
government plans to invest in 
many large-scale infrastructure 
projects worth over $72 billion, 
ranking first among A ssociation 
of Southeast Asian Nations coun-
tries in terms of project value. 
Thailand welcomes the active 
participation of foreign com-
panies in future public-private 
partnership (PPP) projects. 

Aside from structural im-
provements, the non-structural 
improvements in the pipeline in-

clude the integration of a database 
for water management, including 
weather forecasting and early 
warning systems, the promotion 
of public awareness and par-
ticipation, the creation of a more 
efficient mechanism of compen-
sation for households and busi-
nesses affected by the planned 
infrastructure investments. 

The recent flood does not 
change our investment promo-
tion policy direction. We remain 
focused particularly on potential 
industries with high value added 
(e.g., service sectors), environ-
mental friendliness and creativ-
ity. Our aim is to make Thailand 
an even more attractive investment 
destination, our economy more 
disaster-resilient and our entrepre-
neurs more competitive.

Thai flood relief, recovery: strategies for development

Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra was born on June 21, 1967, 
in Chiang Mai in northern Thailand. She is the youngest of nine 
children and a sister of former Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra.

Yingluck received her bachelor’s degree in political science at 
Chiang Mai University and earned a master’s degree in public 
administration in 1990 from Kentucky State University in the 
United States.

Yingluck started her business career in the 1990s and 
worked for the companies founded by Thaksin for many 
years. She was an executive of the following companies: 
Shinawatra Directories Co., a telephone directory business 
(1997-1999); chairperson of Advanced Info Service PCL, 
Thailand’s largest mobile phone operator (1999-2006); and 
chairperson of SC Asset Corp. PCL (2006-2011), a property 
development business.

In May 2011, the Pheu Thai Party nominated Yingluck as their 
candidate for prime minister in the 2011 general election. 
Yingluck’s main campaign theme was reconciliation following 
the extended political crisis from 2008 to 2010. She also 
campaigned on a vision for the elimination of poverty and 
promised to reduce the corporate income tax.

A general election took place in Thailand on July 3, 2011. The 
Pheu Thai Party won a landslide victory, winning 265 of the 500 
seats in the House of Representatives. In August, Yingluck 
became Thailand’s first female prime minister and the youngest 
prime minister of Thailand in over 60 years.

Yingluck is married and has a son.
She was in Japan on an official visit from March 6 to 9 

this year.

Profile of the Thai prime minister

A stunning night view of the Bhumibol Bridge, which crosses 
the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. R oyal Thai embassy

A daytime view of an area of Bangkok along the Chao Phraya 
River, which cuts through the capital. R oyal thai embassy
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Vietnamese prime minister’s visit

Doan Xuan Hung
Ambassador of The Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam

Lying at the heart of A sia, the 
Mekong region 
is well-known 
as an impor-
tant connection 
point of South-
east and North-
east Asia as well 
as major sea 
routes between 
the Indian and Pacific oceans.

Despite being the less-devel-
oped area in the A ssociation of 
Southeast A sian Nations, the re-
gion itself presents ample oppor-
tunities as a market of more than 
300 million consumers, a large 
pool of hardworking labor and 
a hub of development with fast-
growing economies. I n addition, 
the Mekong region, enriched with 
abundant natural resources, is one 
of the main producers of major ag-
ricultural products. Notably, Viet-
nam and Thailand have been the 

world’s largest rice exporters. How-
ever, the region is predicted to be 
among the world’s few areas most 
heavily affected by climate change, 
especially the rise in sea levels. 
Thus, the support and engagement 
of major development partners like 
Japan is important for the Mekong 
region to tap into its full potential 
and overcome challenges.

In this context, Vietnam highly 
welcomes Japan’s deep interest 
and important role in develop-
ment cooperation in the region 
as well as the Japanese govern-
ment’s initiative to establish 
the Mekong–Japan cooperation 
mechanism in 2009. We believe 
that by developing a long-term 
cooperation plan, Mekong–Japan 
cooperation can help alleviate 
poverty and foster sustainable de-
velopment of the Mekong region 
countries as well as facilitate tour-
ism, trade and investment flows 
within and outside the region.

Being a traditional partner of 
Japan, Vietnam has actively con-
tributed to strengthen Mekong–

Japan cooperation. In particular, 
H.E. Nguyen Tan D ung, prime 
minister of Vietnam, has par-
ticipated in all the Mekong–Ja-
pan Summits, in 2009, 2010 and 
2011. Several initiatives proposed 
by the prime minister at the sum-
mits, such as the Mekong Train-
ing Center and “sustainable and 
effective management and use of 
the Mekong water resource,” have 
gained support from Japan and 
other Mekong region countries. 

Within the Mekong–Japan co-
operation mechanism, successful 
cooperation among Vietnam and 
Japan has been seen in a range 
of areas such as hard and soft in-
frastructure, environmental pro-
tection, health care and cultural 
exchange. For example, infrastruc-
ture development projects, such 
as those to upgrade the East–West 
and Southern economic corridors 
and Lach Huyen Port (Hai Phong), 
not only are beneficial for econom-
ic activities in Vietnam, but also 
open up development opportuni-
ties for all Mekong region coun-

tries through better connectivity 
for trade and investment flows. In 
particular, the improved connec-
tivity with reduced transportation 
cost and time will benefit busi-
nesses operating in the region, in-
cluding Japanese ones. In addition, 
as public-private partnerships are 
being considered the new way of 
mobilizing resources for develop-
ment, the port project stands out 
as a bright example of this model 
in Mekong–Japan cooperation.

Apart from infrastructure proj-
ects, capacity-building projects 
such as the ongoing establish-
ment of the Mekong Training 
Center in Vietnam are expected to 
help improve the human capital 
for all Mekong region countries. 
In terms of tourism promotion, in 
December 2009, Vietnam hosted 
the Mekong–Japan Tourism and 
Culture Days in Can Tho Province 
under the theme “Mekong — The 
river that connects cultures.”

Such successful cooperation is 
an indication of the importance 
and solid background of Viet-

nam’s bilateral ties with Japan in 
the past years. The two countries 
have exchanged regular high-
level visits and established a stra-
tegic partnership in 2009. Japan is 
the first country in the Group of 
Eight (G-8) to recognize the “mar-
ket economy” status for Vietnam. 
Although considerable achieve-
ments have been made, there is 
still immense potential in the two 
countries’ relations. In particular, 
the Vietnamese government has 
continued to improve the invest-
ment environment and always 
creates favorable conditions for 
Japanese businesses to invest and 
conduct business in Vietnam.

The Vietnamese people wish 
to welcome more Japanese 
friends to visit our country. More 
importantly, the bilateral relations 
are built not only on the mutual 
interests but also from mutual 
trust and long-lasting friendship. 
In this context, I fully believe that 
the bilateral relations between 
Vietnam and Japan will continue 
to strengthen and flourish.

Vietnam-Japan relations amid the Mekong-Japan framework

Nguyen Tan Dung
Prime Minister of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam

I  am delighted to participate in 
the fourth Mekong–Japan Sum-
mit. This is the first time that the 
summit is being convened in the 
spring and, what is more special, 
in Japan’s beautiful season of 
cherry blossoms.

The meeting marks a suc-
cessful phase of cooperation 
between the Mekong countries 
and Japan, and opens up a new 
one with more comprehensive, 
balanced and effective coopera-
tion components. I t also indi-
cates the solidarity between the 
Mekong countries and Japan as 
well as reaffirms all sides’ com-
mitments to prosperity, stability 
and sustainable development of 
the Mekong region, the Associa-
tion of Southeast A sian Nations 

and East Asia at large.
The Partnership for Common 

Prosperity established three 
years ago between the Mekong 
countries and Japan has made 
significant contributions to so-
cioeconomic development of 
the Mekong subregion as well 
as to the process of building an 
ASEAN Community by 2015. On 
the basis of the Tokyo D eclara-
tion in 2009 and with Japan’s as-
sistance, a number of successful 
projects have been implemented 
in the areas of infrastructure de-
velopment, improvement of the 
business environment, trade and 
investment promotion, environ-
ment protection and natural di-
saster management. 

The Mekong-Japan mecha-
nism will continue to enhance 
its role, in the next period of co-
operation, through focusing on 
the areas of strategic significance 

aimed at formulating long-term 
solutions to common issues of 
the region, realizing the potentials 
of the region and meeting the 
development needs of member 
countries. I mmediate priorities 
are placed in enhanced regional 
connectivity, sustainable man-
agement and use of the Mekong 
water resources, response to cli-
mate change and promotion of 
trade and investment coopera-
tion. I  believe in the increasing 
role played by the Mekong-Japan 
cooperation in the dynamic and 
sustainable development of the 
region, thus cementing the tra-
ditional friendship among the 
member countries.

On this occasion, I wish to sin-
cerely thank the Japanese govern-
ment and people for the whole-
hearted support in the past years. 
I  strongly believe that the Viet-
nam–Japan strategic partnership 

will continue to witness compre-
hensive, far-reaching, stable and 
sustainable growth in the interest 

of the two peoples, and that of 
peace, stability and prosperity of 
the region and the world. 

Cementing our friendship
November 1961 to September 1981: Served in 
the army as senior lieutenant, chief political 
commissar of Infantry Battalion 207, captain – 
political chief of Infantry Regiment 152, 
defending the southwestern border, major – 
head of the personnel board of Kien Giang 
Province’s Military Command.

October 1981 to December 1994: Studied at 
the high-level Nguyen Ai Quoc Party School, 
member of the Standing Committee of the 
Kien Giang Provincial Party Committee, deputy 
head of the provincial Organizational Board, 
secretary of the Ha Tien District Party 
Committee, permanent deputy secretary of the 
Kien Giang provincial Party Committee, 
chairman of the Kien Giang People’s 
Committee, member of the provincial People’s 
Council, secretary of the Kien Giang Party 
Committee.

January 1995 to May 1996: deputy minister of 
public security, member of the Central Police 
Party Committee.

June 1996 to August 1997: member of the 
Politburo and Politburo Standing Committee, 
director of the CPV Central Committee’s 
Economic Commission, in charge of financial 
affairs of the CPV.

September 1997 to June 2006: permanent 
deputy prime minister, Politburo member, deputy 
secretary of the government’s Party Committee.

July 2006 to present: prime minister, 
Politburo member, secretary of the 
government’s Party Committee, vice chairman 
of the National Defense and Security Council, 
chairman of the National Council for Emulation 
and Awards, chairman of the National Council 
for Education, head of the Government 
Steering Committee for Administrative Reform, 
head of the Steering Committee for Military 
Industry Construction and Development, head 
of the National Steering Committee for Climate 
Change Adaptation, head of the subcommittee 
for drafting socioeconomic development 
strategy for 2011-2020.

Profile of Nguyen Tan Dung, Vietnam’s prime minister

Susumu Kato and 
Kyohei Takahashi
Chairman and cochairman, 
Japan-Vietnam Economic 
Committee, Japan Business 
Federation (Keidanren)

The region encompassing the 
Association of Southeast A sian 
Nations today is the world’s 
economic growth engine and 
the countries of the Mekong re-
gion in particular are attracting 
international attention for their 
growth potential. Standing at 
the focal point of this attention 
is Vietnam, which inaugurated a 
new administration last summer 
headed by President Truong Tan 
Sang and P rime Minister Nguy-
en Tan Dung. The launch of the 
new administration has given 
rise to growing expectations for 
Vietnam. 

The economic relations be-
tween Japan and Vietnam have 
never been as strong and as 
good as they are today. This is 
thanks to Vietnam’s dramatic 
development that is supported 
by its outstanding record of eco-
nomic growth. I n the political 
sphere, bilateral relations are 
buttressed by a strategic part-

nership and the annual recip-
rocal visits of the leaders of our 
two countries. Next year, we will 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between Japan and 
Vietnam. For all of us working on 
the front lines of Japan-Vietnam 
economic relations, we hope 
that this important milestone 
will serve to further deepen and 
strengthen our bilateral ties.

As part of such initiatives, a 
Keidanren mission headed by 
Chairman Hiromasa Y onekura 
visited Hanoi from March 4 to 
6. We had the privilege of join-
ing this mission. Through these 
meetings, we were able to engage 
in an exchange of very detailed 
and concrete views on ways and 
means to deepen our bilateral 
economic relations with sights 
on the A sian economy after the 
economic integration of A SEAN 
in 2015, and paying particular 
attention to bilateral cooperation 
in developing a strong business 
environment in Vietnam. 

In the discussion of infra-
structure development in Viet-
nam, Vietnamese leaders ex-
plained that priority was being 
given to the development of 
electric power, logistics includ-
ing ports and airports, and en-
ergy-saving and environmental 
technologies, and they empha-
sized that they expected Japa-
nese companies would contrib-
ute to the infrastructure devel-
opment through their financial 
resources, wealth of experience 
and advanced technologies. 
Furthermore, Vietnamese gov-

ernment officials requested that 
cooperation between the private 
and public sectors be strength-
ened to overcome financial 
constraints and to encourage 
the participation of Japanese 
companies in promoting these 
developments. Hope was also 
expressed for Japanese com-
panies to cooperate in training 
businesspeople needed to sup-
port infrastructure development.

Under the leadership of the 
new administration, Vietnam is 
working in collaboration with the 
government of Japan to formu-
late an industrialization strategy 
that is aimed at achieving indus-
trialization and modernization 
by the year 2020. We have been 
informed that Vietnam would 
like to incorporate the views 
of Japanese companies in the 
strategy formulation process. 
This would not be the first time 
for the private and public sectors 
of the two nations to work to-
gether. The Japan-Vietnam Joint 
Initiative has already proven the 
effectiveness of such cooperation 
in promoting the development of 
the business environment. We 
are greatly encouraged to hear 
that phase four of the joint ini-
tiative is expected to achieve 70 
percent of its goals in less than 
six months from its launch. We 
take this opportunity to express 
our gratitude to those who have 
been working so hard in both 
countries, and we look forward 
to applying this valuable experi-
ence in the implementation of 
the industrialization strategy.

The economic development 
of Vietnam is not only important 
for Vietnam itself, but is also vi-
tal for raising the overall level of 
development in the Mekong Re-
gion. In this sense, the develop-
ment of Japan-Vietnam relations 
through public-private policy 
dialogue and economic coop-
eration can serve as a touch-
stone for economic development 
throughout Asia.

Achieving prosperity in Vietnam, the Mekong region

Kato Takahashi
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Mekong-Japan joint statement

We, the heads of the govern-
ments of Japan, the Kingdom 
of Cambodia, the L ao P eople’s 
Democratic R epublic, the R e-
public of the Union of Myanmar, 
the Kingdom of Thailand and 
the Socialist R epublic of Viet-
nam, met in Bali, I ndonesia, on 
Nov. 18, 2011, for the third Me-
kong-Japan Summit.

We took note with deep satis-
faction that the relationship and 
cooperation between Mekong 
region countries and Japan have 
developed substantially. The 
leaders of the Mekong region 
countries expressed their deep 
gratitude to Japan for continu-
ing its contribution to Mekong 
region countries, even after the 
Great East Japan Earthquake in 
March 2011. Japan expressed 
appreciation for the strong sup-
port and solidarity demonstrated 
by the governments and people 
of the Mekong region countries, 
and reiterated its determination 
to strengthen its ties with the 
region while conducting recon-
struction in an open manner to 
the world. In this context, Japan 
emphasized its willingness to 
engage in further development 
of the region with its experience 
and technology in the field of di-
saster management.

We emphasized the impor-
tance of reviewing the imple-
mentation and achievement of 
the Mekong-Japan A ction P lan 
63 and prioritizing the domains 
to be strengthened toward the 
goals to be achieved by 2012, set 
in Tokyo D eclaration and Me-
kong-Japan Action Plan 63.

We also exchanged views on 
regional and global issues of 
common concern. We reinforced 
our commitment to continue 
the cooperation for the peace, 
development and prosperity of 
the Mekong region as well as of 
East Asia.

1. Mekong-Japan cooperation 
for comprehensive, balanced 
and sustainable development 
of the Mekong region
We reaffirmed the importance 
of further synergy between Me-
kong-Japan cooperation and 
other efforts to enhance A SEAN 
connectivity, particularly the im-
plementation of the Master Plan 
on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC), 
in order to support ASEAN’s goal 
to build the ASEAN Community 
by 2015. We welcomed the prog-
ress of agreed projects that sup-

port hard and soft infrastructure 
development in the Mekong sub-
region and emphasized that the 
implementation process should 
be accelerated. The leaders of the 
Mekong region countries appre-
ciated Japan’s contribution to im-
prove connectivity in this region 
and reaffirmed the importance to 
fulfill infrastructure-missing links 
along key economic corridors, 
particularly the East-West   and 
Southern economic corridors. 
In this regard, the leaders of the 
Mekong countries expressed the 
appreciation for Japan’s decision 
to implement feasibility stud-
ies in Myanmar, initiated by the 
Economic R esearch I nstitute for 
ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) with 
the use of the Japan-ASEAN I n-
tegration Fund (JAIF), which will 
make an important contribution 
to the enhancement of intra-Me-
kong and ASEAN connectivity.

We noted the progress made 
in the implementation of coop-
eration under the Cambodia-
Laos-Vietnam (CLV) framework. 
In this connection, the leaders 
of the Mekong region countries 
highly appreciated Japan’s assis-
tance to the development of the 
CLV Development Triangle Area 
and expressed their hope that Ja-
pan continues the assistance for 
the development area.

We also noted the necessity 
to further promote cooperation 
between public and private sec-
tors that contributes to effective 
implementation of coopera-
tion projects in various areas of 
Mekong region countries. I n 
this regard, the Mekong region 
countries and Japan launched 
the first forum for the promo-
tion of public-private coopera-
tion in December 2010 and held 
the second meeting in Novem-
ber 2011, with the participation 
of the public and private sectors 
of Japan and the Mekong region 
countries, which opened wider 
public and private cooperation. 
We shared the view to make ad-
ditional efforts to build logistics 
and promote trade and invest-
ment between Mekong region 
countries and Japan.

We reaffirmed the importance 
to strengthen further cooperation 
for disaster management in the 
Mekong region, bearing in mind 
of the recent great flood affecting 
broad areas of the region, espe-
cially in Thailand. In this context 
the leaders of Mekong region 
countries highly appreciated Ja-
pan’s decision to enhance the as-
sistance for disaster management 
in the region through the Disas-
ter Management Network for the 
ASEAN Region, which Japan had 

proposed on the occasion of the 
ASEAN-Japan Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in July 2011. The leaders 
of Mekong region countries ap-
preciated Japan’s strong and full 
support for the establishment of 
the A SEAN Coordinating Cen-
tre for Humanitarian A ssistance 
on D isaster Management (AHA 
Centre) toward implementation 
of the ASEAN Agreement on Di-
saster Management and Emer-
gency R esponse (AADMER). 
The Mekong region countries 
also welcomed the initiative ex-
pressed by Thailand and Japan 
to enhance the collaboration 
between the A sian D isaster R e-
duction Centre (ADRC) in Kobe 
and the Asian Disaster Prepared-
ness Centre (ADPC) in Thailand 
to improve the capacity of the 
region. The leaders of Mekong 
region countries deeply appreci-
ated Japan’s timely assistance to 
alleviate damage caused by the 
flood.

We recognized the need to 
further strengthen the coopera-
tion to tackle issues on the en-
vironment and climate change, 
and promote cooperation on 
Mekong water management. 
In this regard, we highly ap-
preciated the achievement of 
the cooperation in the pursuit 
of the A ction P lan on A D  ecade 

toward the Green Mekong I ni-
tiative, adopted in the second 
Mekong-Japan Summit, in 2010. 
One of its followup mechanisms 
was the Green Mekong Forum, 
which was successfully co-hosted 
by the government of Japan and 
the government of Thailand, and 
participated by representatives 
from the Mekong region coun-
tries, the private sector, and the 
local authorities on June 24, 2011, 
in Bangkok. We appreciated that 
this forum opened a wider co-
operation among participants. 
We also emphasized the need to 
strengthen the cooperation and 
coordination with related re-
gional and international institu-
tions/organizations, particularly 
the Mekong R iver Commission 
(MRC), in order to promote the 
sustainable development, utili-
zation, conservation and man-
agement of water and related 
resources of the Mekong River.

We shared the view that hu-
man security issues should 
be one of the most important 
areas of Mekong-Japan coop-
eration. We also share the view 
that food security and safety, as 

well as maternal, newborn and 
child health and infectious dis-
eases are priority issues so as to 
overcome vulnerability and to 
achieve the U.N.’s Millennium 
Development Goals in this re-
gion. I n this context, the Japa-

nese prime minister expressed 
Japan’s willingness to provide 
continuous assistance for the 
human dignity issues. In this re-
gard, the leaders of the Mekong 
region countries welcomed the 
efforts of Japan to enhance ex-
changes among experts from 
Mekong region countries and 
Japan in the area of maternal, 
newborn and child health and 
infectious diseases, through such 
measures as providing training 
courses open to all Mekong re-
gion countries and hosting meet-
ings with experts.

We welcomed the fruitful out-
come of people-to-people ex-
changes from the grassroots to 
the most senior levels in broad 
areas such as politics, security, 
economy, culture, tourism, en-
vironment, disaster management 
and youth exchange in 2011. The 
leaders of the Mekong region 
countries expressed their appre-
ciation of the steady implemen-
tation of the exchange programs 
to invite 30,000 people, including 
youths, from the Mekong region 
countries to Japan in the three 
years from 2010. The leaders of 
the Mekong region countries 
welcome Japan’s intention to 
consider a new youth exchange 
program.

2. Regional and global issues
We reaffirmed our determina-
tion to enhance close coopera-
tion on regional and global is-
sues of common concern, and to 
deepen and broaden the existing 
Mekong-Japan cooperation to 

ensure peace, stability and pros-
perity in the region.

We emphasized the impor-
tance of enhancing cooperation 
in the areas of disarmament and 
nonproliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and their 
means of delivery, combating 
the illicit transfer and trafficking 
of WMD-related materials and 
small arms and light weapons.

We reaffirmed our support for 
the 2002 ASEAN-China Declara-
tion on the Conduct (DOC) of 
Parties in the South China Sea 
and welcomed the adoption of 
guidelines for the implementa-
tion of the D OC and look for-
ward to the eventual conclusion 
of a Code of Conduct in the 
South China Sea. We reiterated 
our commitment to universally 
recognized principles of inter-
national law, including the 1982 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

3. Mekong-Japan cooperation 
in 2012 and beyond
We decided to establish new 
pillars of Mekong-Japan co-
operation for the next three 
years (2013-2015), in place of 
Mekong-Japan A ction P lan 63, 
which reflects the current situ-
ation and contributes to estab-
lishing the A SEAN Community 
by 2015.

This article is an edited excerpt 
from the original text on the 
website of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

Text of the joint statement of the 2011 Mekong-Japan Summit

The Second Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge, largely funded by 
Japan, crosses the Mekong River, connecting Thailand and 
Laos. The bridge is 1.6 km long and was opened to the public 
on Jan. 9, 2007.  Tourism authority of Thailand

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda attends the third Mekong-Japan Summit in Bali, Indonesia, on 
Nov. 18 with (from left) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, Prime Minister Thongsing 
Thammavong of Laos, Myanmar President Thein Sein, Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra 
and Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung of Vietnam, the same leaders who will be meeting in the 
fourth Mekong-Japan Summit in Tokyo.  Cabinet public relations office

  � Japan times graphic
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Mekong region tourism

Siem R eap, the province and 
the provincial capital, is a must-
visit destination for all visitors 
to Cambodia. This is where the 
glorious 12th century A ngkor 
Wat temple, the largest religious 
building in the world, is located, 
on the northern bank of the 
Tonle Sap Great Lake. This mes-
merizing “eighth wonder of the 
world” can be easily accessed by 
plane, land and boat.

The ruins of A ngkor, located 
in thick jungle, are a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. There are 
over 1,000 temples ranging in 
scale from nondescript piles of 
rubble scattered through rice 
fields to the awe-inspiring Angkor 
Wat — the best preserved temple.

Apart from the legacy of the 
vast A ngkor temple complex, 
Siem Reap has a lot more to offer 
to tourists, from the spectacular 

floating village on the Tonle Sap 
Great Lake to the heritage site of 
the Kulen Mountain, to the re-
cently discovered Koh Ker ruins.

In town, there are a bevy of 
ethnic craft shops, galleries, ca-
fes, eateries and top-notch res-
taurants serving every type of 
cuisine. The famous P ub Street 
and night markets of Siem Reap 
are renowned tourist destina-
tions. A dditionally, silk farms, 

the rice-paddy countryside, fish-
ing villages and a very rich bird 
sanctuary near Tonle Sap make 
Siem Reap one of the most cap-
tivating places in the world.

This article is excerpted from 
the official website of 
Cambodia’s Ministry of Tourism. 
For more information, visit 
www.tourismcambodia.org.

Wonders await in Cambodia’s Siem Reap area

Myanmar sits at the crossroads 
of A sia’s great civilizations of 
India and China, and looks out 
onto the vast Indian Ocean next 
to Thailand. One of Southeast 
Asia’s largest and most diverse 
countries, Myanmar stretches 
from the sparkling islands of the 
Andaman Sea in the south, right 
up into the eastern Himalayan 
mountain range. 

To this day, Myanmar remains 
one of the most mysterious and 
undiscovered destinations in 
the world. A  land of breathtak-
ing beauty and charm yet only 
recently emerging into the mod-
ern world. What can the casual 
visitor expect upon arrival, and 
why should one embark on such 
a journey in the first place?

Myanmar offers all the tra-
ditional delights of A sia in one 
fascinating country. Virgin jun-
gles, snowcapped mountains 
and pristine beaches, combined 
with a rich and glorious heritage 
spanning more than 2,000 years. 
Spectacular monuments and 
ancient cities attest to a vibrant 
culture that is still home to 135 
different ethnic groups.

The country’s tourism infra-
structure boasts five-star prop-
erties, intimate boutique hotels 
and family guest houses in all the 
major centers, as well as stunning 
mountain and beach resorts. 
Myanmar also boasts one of the 
lowest tourist crime records in 

the world, so visitors can rest as-
sured their holiday will be care-
free from start to finish.

Wherever you go in Myanmar, 
whether it be cruising down the 
mighty Irrawaddy  River in style, 
drifting over the ancient city 
of Bagan by hot-air balloon, or 
searching for that elusive tiger 
on the back of an elephant, there 

is always a feeling of adventure. 
With two modern domestic air-
lines upgrading and expanding 
their networks, new and exciting 
destinations off the beaten track 
are gradually being opened. 
From mountain trekking and 
rafting in the far north to world-
class diving in the Mergui Archi-
pelago, but above all, Myanmar 

offers the warmest welcome in 
Asia.

This article is excerpted from 
the official website of the 
Myanmar Tourism Promotion 
Board. For more information, 
visit www.myanmar-tourism.
com/index.html.

Myanmar offers a wealth of nature

Chiang Rai, the quieter neighbor 
of Chiang Mai, is a land of out-
standing natural beauty, where 
visitors looking to avoid the 
hordes can visit remote hill tribes, 
spot exotic wildlife and check out 
the “Golden Triangle” — where 
Thailand, L aos and Myanmar 
meet — the former center of the 
world’s opium trade.

Chiang Rai has been inhabited 
since the seventh century, but it 
was not until 1262 that King Meng 
Rai established it as the first capital 
of the Lanna Kingdom. The capital 
was later relocated to Chiang Mai 
and since that time Chiang Rai has 
lived in the shadow of its neighbor-
ing province, though for tourists 
this is a good thing.

Today, Chiang R ai is a trav-

eler’s paradise, endowed with 
abundant natural attractions 
and antiquities. Attractions range 
from ruins of ancient settlements 
and Buddhist shrines to magnifi-
cent mountain scenery and hill 
tribe villages. For those interest-
ed in the natural side of Chiang 
Rai, jungle trekking is a magical 
experience. Explore the moun-
tains of the north along various 
hiking trails, many of which ac-
cess the villages of diverse hill 
tribes, many of whom maintain 
their traditional lifestyles. 

Chiang R ai town, which tends 
to be a little more laid back than its 
more popular neighbor, now com-
petes with Chiang Mai as a tourist 
attraction and is fast becoming a 
popular escape for tourists want-

ing to leave their troubles behind.
Chiang R ai is a fascinating 

province filled with cultural and 
natural wonders. Chiang R ai 
had stayed off the tourist radar 
for many years, its people enjoy-
ing very leisurely development 
and mostly traditional, rural life-
styles. Until this day, entire clans 
live together in bamboo houses 
and each village has its own in-
dividual character. 

Recently, tourism has boomed 
in Chiang R ai, where visitors 
have come to explore the pristine 
natural beauty of the countryside 
and immerse themselves in the 

indigenous culture, including 
those of a variety of different hill 
tribe communities. Fortunately 
for tourists, Chiang Rai is also a 
center for community develop-
ment projects, helping rural vil-
lagers develop their attractions 
without adversely affecting their 
natural and cultural assets.

This article is excerpted from 
the official website of the 
Tourism Authority of Thailand. 
For more information,visit 
www.tourismthailand.org/
campaign/en.

Thailand’s Chiang Rai 
a new spot for tourists

Andrew Lee
Staff Writer

The cock-a-doodle-doo of a 
rooster pierces the night and our 
day begins. It’s about 4 a.m., but 
I know I’m not going to get back 
to sleep as dogs, pigs, chick-
ens, goats and cows follow the 
cockerel’s lead and begin their 
morning chatter. Who would 
have thought that a tiny, iso-
lated village in the jungle hills of 
Laos could be so noisy. Yet here, 
in a place that feels a thousand 
years from Tokyo, life revolves 
around nature, and the Hmong 
and Khmu people who share 
this village with the hundreds of 
animals that are shuffling about 
outside are soon rising to start 
the day and the sound of women 
pounding rice into flour adds a 
rhythm to the farmyard chorus.

We had arrived in the village 
the previous day after trekking 
for five hours along a jungle path 
that wound through the hills lo-
cated a two-hour-drive north of 
the Mekong River town of Luang 
Prabang. The village was the 
final destination in a personal 
mission to get as far from the 
modern world as we could dur-
ing our weeklong holiday, and 
while it may have been naive of 

me to believe that “getting away 
from it all” would have also 
meant peace and quiet, being 
among the morning bustle of vil-
lage life was well worth the trip. 
Yet it was just one go the high-
lights of our visit to Laos.

Luang P rabang was our base 
during our stay and after two 
nights among the hill tribes we 
were once again back in the 
tranquil Buddhist town that sits 
at the junction of the Mekong 
and Khan rivers. One of the at-
tractive things about the town 

is that it offers a range of expe-
riences, varying from adventure 
tours such as the trek we had just 
completed, to gorgeous old-fash-
ioned hotels that provide a taste 
of colonial-era luxury.

In 1995, L uang P rabang was 
designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, and since then 
there has been a strict building 
policy in place that ensures the 
architecture of the town retains 
its traditional charm. The pen-
insula between the two rivers is 
a maze of palm-tree lined back 

streets filled with French-colo-
nial style houses dotted among 
the many Buddhist temples that 
are home to the hundreds of 
monks that live in the town.

During our stay in L aos there 
was a constant haze of smoke in 
the air from the slash-and-burn 
agriculture that takes place around 
March. As a result, the sun had a 
brilliant deep-red hue that cast 
a beautiful warm light over the 
land and the saffron robes of the 
monks took on an almost religious 
glow as did the golden “wats,” or 

Buddhist monastic centers, from 
which they emerged.

Each morning the monks file 
through the streets for the alms-
giving ceremony that has become 
one of the classic scenes of L u-
ang P rabang. Townspeople line 
the streets, kneeling or seated on 
short stools, and place sticky rice 
into the baskets of the monks as 
they pass by. It is a ritual that has 
been carried out for hundreds of 
years, but is unfortunately threat-
ened by the hordes of tourists 
who clamber to take photos of 
the morning spectacle.

A good place to watch the alms-
giving procession at a respectful 
distance is from a seat in one of 
the cafes housed in the colonial-
style buildings that line the route. 
The long French occupation of 
Laos has not only left Luang Pra-
bang with its wonderful mix of 
Laotian and colonial architecture, 
but also means that authentic 
French pastries are never far away.

To explore more of the area’s 
Buddhist heritage, take a two-
hour boat ride up the Mekong to 
the Pak Ou Caves, where broken 
statues of Buddhas are laid to rest. 
A  steep climb up the cliffs from 
the river, the higher of the two 
caves is the more impressive and 
needs to be entered with a flash-

light. Walk deep into the back 
where ancient Buddhas glimmer 
in the light — headless or arm-
less, there are hundreds of them, 
some so old that time has worn 
them down to simple lumps of 
stone. Bats hang from the roof of 
the cave and it should be spooky, 
yet there is a kind of peace here 
that is hard to describe.

As our longboat heads back to 
Luang Prabang the deep-red sun 
casts a crimson reflection across 
the Mekong and we decide to 
have a drink and watch the sun-
set from one of the many cafes 
that line the riverbanks. We still 
feel a long way from Tokyo and 
have settled into the relaxed way 
of life here.

As we sip our drinks we think 
about this country of contrasts, 
where Buddhism and animism, 
European and L aotian culture, 
and the thrill of adventure and 
peaceful luxury exist side by 
side. And we look forward to to-
morrow, for tomorrow we ride 
elephants.

For more information, visit the 
official website of the Lao 
National Tourism 
Administration at 
www.tourismlaos.org.

Ancient capital Luang Prabang shows Laos truly a country of contrasts

To attract 26 percent of all foreign visitors to Vietnam in 2015-
2020 following the Vietnam Tourism Development Plan through 
2020, with a vision until 2030, the tourism sector in provinces 
and cities in the Mekong Delta are trying to create typical tourist 
products and improve the quality of tourist services.

The Mekong Delta is an land endowed with a temperate 
climate and a rich ecological system, including two biosphere 
reserves, five national parks and four natural reserves, plus 
the rich cultures of the Kinh, Chinese Vietnamese, Khmer and 
Cham ethnic groups. There are also 120 historical, cultural and 
revolutionary sites, 27 national architectural projects and 211 
craft villages, which have together with traditional festivals 
and folklore songs made the delta an attractive tourist 
destination.

The Mekong Delta Tourism Association (MDTA) said that the 
number of tourists has been increasing for several years and 
that the delta received more than 17.4 million visitors in 2011, 
including more than 1.4 million foreigners, increasing 11.48 
percent from 2010 and accounting for about 8 percent of all 
foreign visitors to Vietnam last year. The delta’s tourism sector 
turned over 3.5 trillion dong, a 23.68 percent increase from 2010-
2011. Tourist destinations in the delta have boomed both 
quantitatively and qualitatively. The world-reputed tourist guide 
Lonely Planet has recently chosen the Mekong Delta in Vietnam 
as one of the top 10 valuable destinations in 2012 and has 
recommended that tourists discover this land of wonderful 
experiences.

However, tourism experts said that, as provinces and cities in 
the delta have similar natural conditions, they have launched 
similar tourist products. Dr. Dinh Van Hanh from the Ho Chi Minh 
City-based Vietnam Sub-Institute for Culture and Arts said that 
similar tours would bore tourists and that local tourism 
administrators and tour operators should create unique products.

MDTA Chairman Pham Phuoc Nhu spoke highly of 
companies’ efforts to launch tourist products like cruising along 
the Mekong River to Cambodia, building high-grade resorts 
alongside rivers and combining them with inland services. He 
also said that, based on their tourism zoning plans, provinces 
and cities should invest strongly to upgrade and build new 
regional-standard tourist resorts and to create local products to 
attract tourists.

For this to happen, apart from local policies, businesses need 
to set up large tourist resorts to draw visitors and to contribute 
to tourism development. The tourism sector in the delta also 
needs to encourage domestic and foreign investment projects, 
said Pham Phuoc Nhu.

Following the Mekong Delta Tourism Development Project 
until 2020, the delta’s tourism sector will be divided into four 
groups. The central group, including the city of Can Tho and the 
provinces of An Giang, Kien Giang and Hau Giang, will offer 
major tourist products such as river tours, business tours, 
festival tours and high-grade resort tours.

The Ca Mau Peninsula group, including the provinces of Ca 
Mau, Bac Lieu and Soc Trang, will focus on tours to the 
southernmost of Vietnam, eco-tours to salt-marsh forests, and 
cultural and festival tours related to the culture of the Khmer 
minority group in Soc Trang.

The eastern coastal group, including Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Vinh 
Long and Tra Vinh, will mostly offer river tours, orchard tours, 
home-stay tours, craft village tours and those to historical and 
revolutionary sites.

The Dong Thap Muoi group, including Long An and Dong 
Thap provinces, will provide major tourist products such as eco-
tours to flooded forests in Dong Thap Muoi.

This article is excerpted from the official website of the 
Vietnam National Administration of Tourism. For more 
information,visit www.vietnamtourism.gov.vn/english.

Vietnam formulates plans to offer 
Mekong Delta visitors unique trips

The Angkor complex, of which Angkor Wat is the most famous temple and the national symbol of Cambodia, has been listed as a 
UNESCO World Heritage site since 1992. R oyal embassy of Cambodia

Monks file through the streets during the daily almsgiving ritual in Luang Prabang.  Andrew Lee

Kandawgyi Lake is east of the Shwedagon Pagoda (background) in Yangon.  Myanmar embassy

A river cruise in the Mekong Delta.  ASEAN-Japan centre

A tea shop in Mae Salong, Chiang Rai, offers tourists a 
refreshing time. T ourism authority of Thailand

Wat Klang Wiang is a richly decorated temple and tourist 
destination in Chiang Rai. T ourism authority of Thailand
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