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Egypt national day

Masahiko Komura
Chairman, Japan-Egypt 
parliamentarians friendship 
league

As the chairman of the Japan-
Egypt Parliamentarians Friend-
ship L eague, I would like to 
extend my heartfelt congratu-
lations to H.E. President Mo-
hamed Morsi and the people of 
Egypt on the occasion of the Na-
tional D ay of the A rab Republic 
of Egypt.

I pay my re-
spect to the 
ongoing pro-
cess toward 
establishment 
of a demo-
cratic scheme 
in Egypt, where 
peaceful and fair 

presidential elections were held 
last month after having experi-
enced historic political upheav-
al last year. Japan will support 
Egypt’s efforts in tandem with the 

international community.
When Japan suffered from the 

greatest earthquake on record 
last year, the government and 
the people of Egypt sent us their 
warm sympathy and messages 
of encouragement at a time 
when Egypt had just undergone 
a political change. In addition, 
I thank Egypt for its gesture of 
deep friendship and consider-
ation shown last month when 
the government invited people 
from three disaster-affected pre-

fectures to visit Egypt.
Egypt plays an important role 

as a pillar of peace and stability 
in the Middle East and A frica. 
Egypt is an important friend with 
whom we have long established 
and fostered a cooperative rela-
tionship, and is also an impor-
tant partner in the Middle East 
and A frica. I am confident that 
this tradition of amicable rela-
tions between Japan and Egypt 
will not only continue but will 
also further deepen over time.

Two years ago, the Egypt-
Japan University of Science and 
Technology opened, offering 
Japanese-style engineering edu-
cation and research activities. I 
am delighted that the two coun-

tries are developing multilayered 
relations in recent years in many 
fields, such as politics, econom-
ics and culture. I expect that 
such cooperative relationships 
will greatly contribute to the de-
velopment of a new Egypt.

We, the members of the 
Japan-Egypt Parliamentarians 
Friendship L eague, are deter-
mined to make our utmost ef-
forts to further enhance this 
excellent bilateral relationship.

Last but not least, I would like 
to express my best wishes to the 
people of Egypt for every success 
and prosperity, and sincerely 
hope for the success of the ongo-
ing reforms taking place toward 
a new Egypt.

Cooperative Egypt-Japan relationship continues to develop, deepen over time

Chiho Iuchi
Staff writer

On the occasion of the National 
Day of Egypt, The Japan Times 
had the opportunity to inter-
view the Egyptian A mbassador  
Hisham El-Zimaity, who had 
been working in Cairo before 
his appointment to Japan last 
September, to hear his thoughts 
on issues ranging from the cur-
rent political transition in Egypt 
to cultural exchanges with Japan.

Excerpts of the interview follow:

It is not easy to understand 
what is really going on within 
the political transition in Egypt. 
Could you give us a brief over-
view of the ongoing political 
process?
I think what confuses people is 
that political opponents chal-
lenge each other through legal 
battles. A fter the Jan. 25 revolu-
tion last year, we held a refer-
endum on March 19 to amend 
some articles of the constitution. 
Then, on March 30, a constitu-
tional declaration was issued. It 
is still our provisional constitu-
tion for the transitional period. 
Based on that text, we held par-
liamentary elections.

Last month, the process of 
parliamentary elections was con-
tested by jurists. Two-thirds of 
the members of the parliament 
were elected by party lists, while 
one-third were elected as inde-
pendent candidates. What hap-
pened in practice was that some 
political parties with financial 
capabilities managed field can-
didates as independents. So the 
Supreme Constitutional Court 
ruled that this was unconstitu-
tional because parties supported 
their candidates. N ow we have 
to elect a new parliament once 

again; hopefully, in next O cto-
ber or November. As you know, 
our new President Mohamed 
Morsi took the oath of office be-
fore the Supreme Constitutional 
Court last month, on June 30, as 
the country’s first civilian-elected 
president.

You will agree that it is a po-
litical evolution which will take 
its time, but a healthy process 
of democratization as long as 
“battles” remain among jurists. 
It’s not street battles like in other 
countries. There is an emerging 
political system with many pow-
ers in the field. For example, the 
young people who made the rev-
olution were unable to organize 
themselves, lacked leadership 
and remain divided. They were 
subsided by others who were 
better organized.

Have these political changes 
affected Egypt’s foreign policy?
Everybody keeps asking what 
will happen to the peace treaty 

with Israel. L et me reiterate 
that whoever is the ruler of 
Egypt, whether from the Mus-
lim Brotherhood or other po-
litical orientations, the peace 
treaty remains the cornerstone 
of Egypt’s foreign policy. It is a 
strategic choice by the people 
of Egypt and people of Israel. 
Since the signing of the treaty 
in March 1979, there has not 
been one single breach of its 
terms. Both parties have fully 
respected their obligations. 
Sometimes, there was what was 
called a “cold peace” as a result 
of the stagnation in solving the 
Palestinian issue, but the peace 
treaty is respected and has be-
come the cornerstone of re-
gional stability. This is a very 
important achievement and 
it is our official position at all 
levels. We are still hopeful that 
Israeli leaders will seize the op-
portunity offered today to settle 
the Palestinian problem in a just 
and peaceful way.

How about relations with 
Japan?
2012 marks 150 years since the 
first mission of samurai came to 
Egypt in 1862. The foundation 
of our friendship is really deeply 
rooted. 

After the revolution, Japan 
was very much interested in as-
sisting our peaceful transition. 
Japan was the only country from 
which we accepted assistance for 
the elections. The assistance in-
cluded logistic support, such as 
booths, cabins, ballot papers and 
ink, as well as organizing semi-
nars for the media that covered 
the elections and technical sup-
port by fine Japanese experts to 
civil servants at polling stations 
during the elections.

This year, we had intensive 

exchanges at the political level. 
In January, the Minister of A n-
tiquities Mohamed Ibrahim A li 
visited O saka for the opening 
of the “Tutankhamun and the 
Golden A ge of the Pharaohs” 
exhibition. He was followed by 
the Foreign Minister Mohamed 
Kamel A mr in March and then 
we received the Minister of 
Tourism Mounir Fakhry Abdel-
Nour in April.

From the Japanese side, we 
had two important visits to 
Egypt: Foreign Minister Koichiro 
Genba at the beginning of May 
and just before him was Sadako 
Ogata’s last trip as president of 
JICA  (Japan International Co-
operation A gency). We signed 
the yen loan to provide the first 
tranche for L ine 4 of the Cairo 
Metro.

Has there been a decrease in 
investment from Japan or can-
celation of ongoing cooperative 
projects because of the politi-
cal situation?
If you visit Cairo, you will see 
that life goes on normally. Toyota 
Motor Corp. started producing 
its new four-wheel drive vehicle 
Fortuner in A pril. N issan has a 
new line of production in Egypt, 
too. We also have other projects 
in renewable energy in the oil 
and gas sector working together 
with Japanese companies. O f 
course, the total amount of Jap-
anese investments is still below 
what we would like to have. But 
the relations have become diver-
sified. And at the business level, 
things are going relatively well 
despite the situation.

What were the achievements 
within the bilateral academic 
cooperation?
I am glad to report that last 

March, nine students obtained 
their master’s degrees from the 
Egypt-Japan U niversity of Sci-
ence and Technology (E-JUST) 
as the first graduates, two of 
whom delivered speeches to 
greet O gata during her visit to 
Egypt. A nother important proj-
ect is the Grand Egyptian Mu-
seum, located at a unique site 
near the Pyramids in Cairo. Ja-
pan was kind enough to give us 
two resources adjacent to the 
museum. One is a modern data 
center to register all the artifacts 
and the other is a sophisticated 
restoration center with many 
Japanese and Egyptian experts. 
We hope that the museum will 
be open to visitors within a cou-
ple of years.

We Japanese are so grateful 
for the support from Egypt in 
the aftermath of the Great East 
Japan Earthquake of March 11, 

2011. Are there any special ac-
tivities planned for the areas 
affected by the earthquake?
When I arrived in Japan, I made 
sure my first visit was to Fuku-
shima Prefecture. Coming from 
an old civilization, I was happy 
to present the Fukushima Gov. 
Yuhei Sato with the “key of life,” 
an ankh that is a Pharaonic sym-
bol confirming that despite the 
difficulties, life should continue 
until we reach eternity.

In celebration of the 150th 
anniversary of the bilateral 
exchange, the government of 
Egypt invited 21 people from 
the Tohoku area — seven from 
each prefecture of Fukushima, 
Iwate and Miyagi. They had lost 
their home or a family mem-
ber, and really suffered. When 
the minister of tourism came 
to Japan in A pril, I proposed 
the idea to him. So we invited 
the 21 people for a one-week 

Nile cruise visiting Cairo, Luxor 
and Aswan. We thought it was a 
nice way of healing. We are not 
rich like other countries to offer 
oil or gas, but we have valuable 
things to offer at the cultural 
level. O n the day of their de-
parture from Cairo, the results 
of the presidential elections 
were announced. There was a 
celebration in Tahrir Square, so 
their bus stopped at the square. 
The Egyptian interpreter who 
accompanied them told the 
people in the square that these 
were Japanese visitors coming 
to join part of the celebration, 
and the people warmly clapped 
hands saying, “Thank you, Japa-
nese friends, for coming!”

It seems that Egyptian sight-
seeing areas are functioning as 
usual. Can you give us the lat-
est update on the situation at 
major tourist destinations?
The Red Sea resort area is almost 
back to normal with direct char-
ter flights from Europe. From 
there, one-day bus trips to Luxor 
are available. Honestly speaking, 
there are still demonstrations 
here and there in Cairo. However, 
not one single tourist was harmed 
during all these events. The mani-
festations do not target foreigners. 
So no one should be afraid.

We are hopeful that this 
coming travel season, which 
starts in October, will be much 
better than the previous sea-
son. We cherish Japanese tour-
ists very much and encourage 
them to make Egypt their next 
holiday destination.

Can you introduce some 
Egyptian culture available in 
Japan?
A very important event this year 
as already mentioned is the 
unique exhibition of Tutankha-
mun treasures, which have been 
displayed in O saka since Janu-
ary, for the first time in 47 years 
in Japan. It’s a good occasion for 
younger generations to enjoy 
those precious treasures com-
prised of 122 pieces of art be-
longing to Egypt’s most famous 
Pharaoh. The exhibition will 
open at The U eno Royal Muse-
um in Tokyo on Aug. 4.

How about modern Egyptian 
culture, such as films by the 
late director Youssef Chahine?
He made a lot of masterpieces, 
such as the autobiographic tril-
ogy “Alexandria … Why?,” “Alex-
andria A gain and Forever” and 
“Alexandria … N ew Y ork,” and 
a controversial work, “Destiny,” 
which tackles the religious influ-
ence on ordinary people, and the 
tendency to reject new ideas. His 
last work, “This is Chaos,” is an 
interesting movie, which depicts 
an angle of the reality of modern 
Egypt. It tells the story of a po-
liceman who has illicit love for 
his beautiful young neighbor and 
then goes as far as hurting her. It 
shows this policeman’s corrup-
tion and ends with a revolt by 
the people of the district where 
the woman lived protesting at 
the police station. And in fact, it 
was as if Chahine had predicted 
our real revolution years before 
it happened.

Egypt moves forward as a democratic country

Yuriko Koike
Member of the house of 
representatives

I would like to extend my heart-
felt congratulations on the occa-
sion of the N ational D ay of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt.

This year, which marks the 60th 
anniversary of the Egyptian Revo-
lution of 1952, Egypt has opened a 
new door in its history. The door 
was opened by the people of Egypt 
themselves. May I give applause 

to the people of 
Egypt who took 
on the challenge 
of building a new 
Egypt. 

Democratic 
s a n d s t o r m s , 
which occurred 
one after anoth-

er in the Arab region circling the 
Mediterranean since the begin-
ning of last year, engulfed Egypt. 
Tahrir Square at the center of 
Cairo was full of tens of thou-
sands of people, which made me 
feel the ground swell of change. 
I was fixated to the screen of my 
computer every day to witness a 
scene that I had never seen be-
fore. The protests were not with-
out bloodshed, and I pray for 
those who lost their lives.

Speaking of elections in 
Egypt, up until now, the out-
comes were known before vot-
ing. However, the parliamen-
tary elections and presidential 
elections — twice, including the 
runoff — were entirely unpre-
dictable, and took considerable 
time until the outcome became 
clear. Even just this procedure 
made me feel that a new Egypt 
was born.

I was deeply moved by the 
voters waiting quietly in an or-
derly manner, with beaming 
faces with happiness of being 
able to express their will by par-
ticipating in an election. There 
is a long way to go to carry for-
ward the democratic procedures, 
such as establishment of a new 
government, formulation of a 

constitution, and reelection of 
the parliament. However, Egypt 
will definitely move ahead based 
on democracy, just as Japan did 
after World War II. It is possible, 
with the wisdom of the Egyptian 
people, I believe.

In order to achieve the earli-
est possible establishment of 
a new Egypt, Japan, as Egypt’s 
partner in Asia, has many fields 
to join together with Egypt. 
Based on the cooperative rela-
tionship that the two countries 
have built up for many years, Ja-
pan would like to support Egypt 
now, more than ever before, by 
strengthening people-to-people 
ties, especially by providing ac-
tive support for development 
and employment of young hu-
man resources.

A new door is opened by Egyptian people

Democracy: Egyptians celebrate the victory of Mohamed 
Morsi, who was declared the winner in the presidential 
elections, near Tahrir Square in Cairo on June 24. AP

Egyptian Ambassador 
Hisham El-Zimaity speaks to 
The Japan Times on July 17 in 
Tokyo.   Yoshiaki miura

Solidarity: Egyptian Ambassador El-Zimaity presents the 
Fukushima Gov. Yuhei Sato (right) with the “key of life” ankh on 
Oct. 6 in Fukushima. Right: Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Mohamed Kamel Amr visits the “miracle pine tree” in 
Rikuzentakata, Iwate Prefecture, with Ambassador El-Zimaity, 
on March 24.    Embassy of Egypt
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