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Oman national day

Khalid Al-Muslahi
AMbAssAdor of the sultAnAte of 
oMAn

on  the  memo-
rable  occasion 
of  the  42nd  an-
niversary  of  the 
national  day 
of  the  Sultan-
ate  of  oman,  I 
have  the  honor, 
on behalf of His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, 
his government, and the people 
of oman, to convey the greetings 
and best wishes of good health, 

success, peace and prosperity to 
Their Imperial Majesties emper-
or akihito and empress Michiko, 
and to the members of the Impe-
rial family, as well as the govern-
ment and the friendly people of 
Japan.

Diplomatic relations
2012  is  an  important  year  for 
oman  and  Japan  as  it  marks 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  es-
tablishment  of  diplomatic  rela-
tions.  Historically,  the  contacts 
between  omanis  and  Japanese 
go  as  far  back  as  to  1619  when 
the  first  Japanese visited oman. 

However, the first official govern-
ment mission from Japan visited 
Muscat  in  1880.  The  historical 
relations  between  oman  and 
Japan  were  founded  on  mutual 
respect, and since the establish-
ment of the diplomatic relations 
in  1972  they  have  been  devel-
oped  with  reciprocal  trust  and 
friendship,  and  the  interaction 
and  cooperation  between  the 
two  countries  have  since  been 
growing  rapidly  on  various  lev-
els,  not  only  economically,  but 
also politically and culturally.

The embassy of the Sultanate 
of  oman  in  Tokyo  held  a  grand 
ceremony on Feb. 27 to celebrate 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  offi-
cial  establishment  of  the  diplo-
matic  relations  between  oman 
and  Japan,  and  launched  the 
“oman-Japan  2012”  program  of 
events and activities. More than 
150 dignitaries from the political, 
diplomatic,  business,  academic 
and  media  circles  attended  the 
memorable  occasion  for  prais-
ing the strong relations between 
Japan  and  oman,  and  wishing 
the  governments  and  people  of 
the two countries to further pro-
mote the relations.

Starting  with  the  launching 
ceremony,  various  events  have 
been  held  by  both  countries  to 
commemorate  the  40th  anni-
versary  throughout  this  year  to 
further strengthen their relations. 

on May 7, Her Imperial High-
ness  Princess  Takamado  inau-
gurated alia al Farsi’s “Commu-
nique  Celestial”  art  exhibition 

at  the  embassy  in  Tokyo,  which 
was  attended  by  former  Prime 
Minister H.e. yasuo Fukuda and 
a  number  of  former  ministers 
and vice ministers, ambassadors, 

diet members, high-profile gov-
ernment  officials,  art  museum 
directors, and presidents of ma-
jor corporations and universities. 
al Farsi’s 40 mixed-media pieces 
revealed  a  contextual  collection 
that  showcased  oman’s  artistic 
development.  This  was  the  first 
art exhibition hosted by the em-
bassy  for  an  omani  artist  and 
received  excellent  reviews  as  a 
one-of-a-kind exhibition by a lo-
cal artist. 

The special exhibition “desert 
to Mantle: exploring oman’s Ge-
ology”  was  held  by  the  Geologi-
cal Museum, national Institute of 
advanced Industrial Science and 
Technology (aIST) from april 17 
to July 1  in cooperation with the 
omani  embassy.  The  special 
exhibition  on  oman’s  geology 
provided  a  unique  opportunity 
to  see  some  exclusive  geological 
samples and photographs reflect-
ing oman’s rich geological diver-
sity and geological history, span-
ning more than 800 million years, 
that  had  fascinated  researchers 

and  geologists  from  around  the 
world.  also,  a  symposium  on 
oman’s geology and geo-tourism 
was  held  following  the  opening 
ceremony  and  the  reception  on 
april  22.  The  exhibition  and  the 
symposium encouraged Japanese 
people to visit oman and explore 
its  characteristic  natural  beauty 
and rich and diverse culture. 

on  oct.  16,  a  Special  Grand 
Lecture  Meeting  was  held  at 
Meiji  University,  organized  by 
the  Japan-oman  Society  in  co-
operation with the embassy and 
the  Meiji  Institute  for  Global 
affairs.  President  of  the  Liberal 

democratic Party and Honorary 
Chairman  of  the  Japan-oman 
Society  H.e.  Shinzo  abe  ad-
dressed  the  forum,  and  distin-
guished  omani  and  Japanese 
speakers gave a series of enlight-
ening  lectures  and  speeches 
covering  various  aspects  of  the 
oman-Japan relations.

From oct. 4 to 11 the embassy 
held the “al adyat” omani arab 
horses  photo  exhibition  by  the 
renowned  Japanese  photogra-
pher and journalist yoshiko Sato, 
exhibiting 20 unique works from 
her  collections  of  photographs 
taken  at  the  royal  Stables  in 

oman.
Moreover,  the  embassy  has 

also  hosted  thus  far  27  lectures, 
seminars and cultural events un-
der the discover oman program 
designed  to  introduce  oman  to 
various  segments  of  society  as 
part  of  the  40th  anniversary  cel-
ebrations.  More  than  1,200  par-
ticipants  attended  these  regular 
events and the program is set  to 
continue until the end of 2012.

a special ceremony, attended 
by a number of prominent Japa-
nese  officials  and  intellectuals, 
was  also  held  by  the  embassy 
on  June  28  to  launch  the  book 
“oman:  a  Country  of  Wonders, 
an  oasis  in  the  Turbulent  Mid-
dle  east,”  written  by  H.e.  Seiji 
Morimoto,  former  ambassador 
of  Japan  to  oman.  The  book 
brings  ambassador  Morimoto’s 
enlightened  prospective  of  the 
unique  and  dazzling  nature 
oman  boasts  and  in  confirma-
tion  of  the  strong  ties  between 
oman and Japan.

The  two  countries  also  ex-
changed congratulatory messag-
es between the foreign ministers 
on May 7, shared a commemora-
tive logo for this happy anniver-
sary, and issued commemorative 
postal stamps in both oman and 
Japan.

Furthermore,  a  unique  com-
memorative  publication  is  set 
to  be  published  by  the  end  of 
this  year  in  recognition  of  this 
very  special  anniversary  and  to 

Celebrating 40 years of good ties 
Oman-Japan relations continue to grow, strengthen

ContinueD on page 11

Sports: oman celebrates the annual Royal equestrian and 
Camel Festival, which includes six rounds of arabian horse 
races, in January at al adiyat Horse Race track. oMAni eMbAssy

shinzo Abe
honorAry ChAirMAn, JApAn-oMAn soCiety; 
president, liberAl deMoCrAtiC pArty, forMer 
priMe Minister of JApAn

i wish to express my heartfelt 
congratulations to h.M. sultan 
Qaboos bin said for the 
glorious anniversary of the 
national day of the sultanate of 
oman.

Japan and oman are linked 
with each other by the seas, 
through the Malacca strait, the 
indian ocean and the Arabian sea. our country 
relies for much of its energy resources on the 
Arab Gulf states. oman is an extremely valuable 
state for Japan accounting to a geopolitically key 
strategic position for sea traffic of the strait of 
hormuz.

h.M. sultan Qaboos bin said, so sagacious, 
has achieved a modern nation footing with 
extraordinary speed. today, relying not only on 
petroleum, he endeavors to manage the 
sustainable development of the economy while 

focusing his efforts on the advancement of 
education for the people and social welfare 
development, grappling with nation-building in 
respecting history and culture, state 
management of an Arab model. My deep 
respect and esteem go to h.M. sultan Qaboos 
bin said for prescience, discernment and superb 
leadership.

i recognize that it is our mission as a country 
holding the common history of having 
flourished as a seafaring nation to make more 
efforts not to be limited to only economic 
cooperation, but to actively deepen friendship 
exchanges and to demonstrate multi-layered 
cooperative activities in a variety of fields, 
including nurturing talented people, education 
and academics, culture and sports activities. And 
i am confident that structuring and promoting 
friendly and trustworthy relationships with the 
sultanate of oman will surely lead to the peace 
and prosperity of the Arab Gulf region.

in closing, my prayer is for the continued 
sound health of h.M. sultan Qaboos bin said 
and the further development and prosperity of 
the sultanate of oman. 

helping both nations deepen the relationship

Modern venue: inaugurated in october 2011, the Royal opera 
House Muscat is the leading arts and culture organization in 
the Sultanate of oman. oMAni eMbAssy

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said

Spectacular: Dhofar in the south of oman is a popular tourist destination in the summer for its 
cool climate, lush green landscapes, stunning waterfalls and beaches. oMAni eMbAssy
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