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On this auspicious day 67 years
ago the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan gained
its indepen-
dence. It is with
great pride and
pleasure that I
take advantage
of this glorious
occasion to ex-
press on behalf "'
of His Majesty King Abdullah II
and all Jordanians the sincerest
of our wishes to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, and to the
great and friendly people of Ja-
pan for continued peace, prog-
ress and prosperity.

This year’s anniversary comes
while Jordanians celebrate their
landmark reform achievements.
Just a few weeks ago the newly
formed government received
the vote of confidence from the
newly elected representatives of
the people, who won their seats
in January parliamentary elec-
tions that witnessed wide par-
ticipation of Jordanian political
parties, thus crowning years of
the all-inclusive reform process
that was initiated and led by His
Majesty King Abdullah II, who
personally promoted and super-
vised the whole process. Among
our many reform achievements
were amending one-third of our
constitution, a new elections
law that won the support of
more than two-thirds of Jorda-
nians, an independent Elections
Commission, and an election
that received thumbs up from
all international observers who
confirmed beyond any doubt its
integrity and transparency.

The challenges are not over
yet. Our economy is still recov-
ering from the negative effects
of the international financial cri-
ses that witnessed stronger and
more capable economies crum-
ble under its weight. We did not,
and we owe that to the compre-
hensive economic reform poli-
cies that started with the dawn

of this century, launched and
spearheaded by our young and
progressive King, who believed
from the first day of His Maj-
esty’s reign in our need to cre-
ate a more sustainable economy
to overcome the challenges we
face, especially the lack of natu-
ral resources such as oil and wa-
ter, along with instabilities that
spread through many countries
in our region — the latest to be is
the daily influx of refugees from
our northern neighbor “Syria”
who now amount to more than
10 percent of Jordan’s popula-
tion, while United Nations agen-
cies estimate their number to
double by the end of this year.

During the past 14 years
Jordan witnessed high-paced
transformations in all aspects
of life, His Majesty’s visions and
initiatives guided our reform
and development process that
lifted us to where we are now.
This rapid advancement coupled
with openness and moderation
resulted in achievements and
opportunities unmatched in our
history; our economy almost tri-
pled; foreign investments came
from all over the world includ-
ing Japan to benefit from what
we offer, especially the stead-
fast commitment of a highly
educated and vastly proficient
population who work diligently
for a better future, enabling this
small country to become a po-
tential-full oasis, where justice,
freedoms and optimism made
possible the remarkable results
we achieved in various fields,
leading Jordan to become an
advanced education and medi-
cal center in the Middle East.
We are also proud of our high-
tech achievements, especially
in Internet and software devel-
opment. Jordan is ranked No. 1
within Arab countries in its con-
tributions to Internet content in
the Arabic language, where 75
percent of that comes from Jor-
dan.

Our road map for the future
is clear, diverse and bullish. It
includes transforming Jordan
in the coming few years from
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a country that imports 96 per-
cent of its energy needs into an
energy-exporting country while
boosting our clean and green
sources such as solar, wind and
peaceful nuclear power genera-
tion fueled by Jordan’s wealth of
uranium. It also includes region-
al-scale water desalination proj-
ects to solve the serious freshwa-
ter shortage in Jordan and neigh-
boring countries powered by Jor-
dan’s new green energy, regional
railway networks that connect
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our region to many others, and
expanding our internationally
reputed pharmaceutical sector
through joining forces with other
leading international corpora-
tions. It is also worth mention-
ing that today, at the shores of
the famous Dead Sea, the World
Economic Forum on the Middle
East convenes for its biannual
meeting in Jordan where over a
thousand of the world’s leaders
in politics, business and thought
meet to address the challenges

and opportunities of our region.

We genuinely value the strong
and unique relations we enjoy
with Japan, the core of which has
always been the intimate and
special ties that bind the Royal
family of Jordan and the Impe-
rial family of Japan. Over the de-
cades these relations developed
progressively and steadily, trans-
forming into partmership and
like-mindedness. We now meet
eye to eye on almost all positions
and viewpoints supporting many
causes such as justice, peace, hu-
man rights and democracy, and
the right of all to have a better
and secure future, one we all
cooperate to build, one that re-
spects our differences yet bridges
them, allowing us all to meet on
a common ground.

We will always be grateful
for Japan’s continued support
of Jordan’s socioeconomic re-
forms. For decades, Japan stood
and still stands by us, extend-
ing much needed aid to almost
every Jordanian in many fields,
such as economic and technical
assistance, sending Japanese ex-
perts and volunteers, and invit-
ing Jordanians for training and
cultural exchanges. This show

of close friendship supported
Jordan in its role as a key coun-
try for peace and stability in the
Middle East.

We are greatly optimistic of
what lies ahead, especially while
closely following the impor-
tant tour of H.E. Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to the Middle East,
in particular H.E’s landmark
speech at King Abdul-Aziz Uni-
versity in Jeddah, which foresaw
wider and multilayered relations
between our two sides. There is
no doubt that a stronger Japa-
nese presence in the Middle East
will yield positive results for all,
and that Japan can help in the
process of building a better to-
morrow for our region.

In closing, I would like to ex-
tend to you an invitation on be-
half of all Jordanians to visit my
country and enjoy its deep his-
tory and mesmerizing beauty.
An open-air museum of con-
trasts from the Jordan Valley,
the lowest point on Earth the
Dead Sea, to Petra the rose-red
historic city and one of the “New
Seven World Wonders,” to Wadi
Rum, where nature’s beauty and
serenity embrace you, to Aqaba,
where divers enjoy the magnifi-
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conduit system of the ancient Nabateans, the historic city of
Petra is a UNESCO World Heritage site and Jordan’s leading
tourist attraction. EMBASSY OF JORDAN

cence of our internationally ac-
claimed coral reef. Much more
awaits you to enjoy from the mo-
ment you land in Jordan: “Ahlan
Wa Sahlan” (Welcome as a cher-

ished friend).

I am deeply grateful to The Ja-
pan Times for providing me this
opportunity to address its distin-
guished readers. Thank you.
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