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Bangladesh independence day

Abdul Hamid
president of Bangladesh

On the eve of our great Indepen-
dence and N ational D ay, I ex-
tend my heart-
felt greetings 
and felicitations 
to the fellow 
countrymen liv-
ing at home and 
abroad. 

The great 
Independence 
Day is a glorious one in our na-
tional life. We achieved our long-
cherished independence through 
a nine-month-long armed strug-
gle and manifold forbearance 
and patience. Today, I recall with 
deep gratitude the heroic martyrs 
who made supreme sacrifices in 
achieving our independence. On 
this historic day, I recall with pro-
found respect the Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur R ahman who proclaimed 
the country’s independence de-
spite myriad challenges and odds. 
I also recall with deep reverence 
our four national leaders, valiant 
freedom-fighters, organizers, sup-
porters and people from all walks 
of life for their unmatched contri-
butions and courageous role that 

accelerated the achievement of 
our victory. The contributions of 
those valiant sons will be written 
in golden letters in the history of 
our independence forever. 

One of the prime objectives of 
our hard-earned independence 
was to build a happy and prosper-
ous Bangladesh. Keeping that in 
mind, the government has been 
putting untiring efforts in materi-
alizing the objectives of indepen-
dence. We have achieved some 
significant progress in the fields 
of agriculture, education, health, 
rural infrastructure, communi-
cation, energy and power, trade 
and commerce, ICT, S ME, youth 
and sports, women and children, 
women empowerment, etc. in 
our nation. A t the same time we 
have also attained notable devel-
opment in private sector includ-
ing the areas of ready-made gar-
ments, pharmaceuticals, ceramics 
and the ship-building industry. 
The government is also very sin-
cere to establish the rule of law 
and advance human rights in the 
country. Our achievement in the 
international arena is also com-
mendable. Bangladeshi peace-
keepers, under the auspices of the 
United N ations, have brightened 
the country’s image abroad by 

presenting their professionalism 
and competence. Our expatri-
ate Bangladeshis have also been 
making significant contributions 
to our national economy through 
sending their hard-earned for-
eign currencies home. Neverthe-
less, we have to go a long way 
to achieve the desired goals of 
independence and the building 
of a happy and prosperous Ban-
gladesh. I believe concerted ef-
forts from all strata irrespective of 
party affiliation are imperative in 
this regard.

The people of our country 
are democratic and peace lov-
ing. They reject all sorts of vio-
lence including militancy and 
terrorism with abhorrence. It is 
imperative that the overall de-
velopment of the country is not 
possible without a flourishing 
democracy. Tolerance, forti-
tude and mutual respect are the 
preconditions for a thriving de-
mocracy. Therefore, we have to 
maintain patience, self-restraint 
and forbearance along with re-
spect for others’ opinion in a 
democratic pluralism. Let us 
make our Jatiya S angsad a cen-
ter of excellence in resolving our 
national issues through discus-
sion. I am confident that every-

one will play responsible roles in 
fulfilling the hopes and aspira-
tions of our people. The present 
government has declared “Vision 
2021” for attaining ‘Golden Ban-
gla’ dreamed by Bangabandhu. 
It is my conviction that through 
implementing the Vision, people 
from all strata would contribute 
to build an IT-based happy and 
prosperous Bangladesh from 
their respective position by the 
golden jubilee celebration of our 
independence. 

On this auspicious day of inde-
pendence, I urge all living at home 
and abroad, to work together im-
bued with the spirit of War of Lib-
eration to expedite overall devel-
opment and democratic advance-
ment of the country.

Khoda Hafez, May Bangladesh 
Live Forever. 

Building a prosperous nation
Sheikh Hasina
Prime minister of bangladesh

I convey my heartiest greetings 
to my countrymen as well as 
to all expatriate 
Bangladeshis on 
the occasion of 
the great Inde-
pendence and 
National D ay of 
Bangladesh.

March 26 is 
the day of earn-
ing self-identity; it’s a day of 
breaking the shackles of sub-
jugation. On this auspicious 
occasion of the Independence 
Day, I pay my deep homage 
to the greatest Bangladeshi of 
all time, Father of the N ation 
Bangabandhu S heikh Mujibur 
Rahman, under whose dynamic 
leadership we earned our great 
independence. 

I recall with deep grati-
tude the 3 million martyrs and 
200,000 women who lost their 
innocence in the War of Lib-
eration in 1971. We earned our 
desired victory through their su-
preme sacrifices.

I also pay my humble trib-
utes to four national leaders 
who led the liberation war. I 

pay my respect to the valiant 
freedom fighters, including the 
war-wounded ones. I extend my 
sympathies to those who had 
lost their near and dear ones, 
and were subjected to brutal 
torture. I recall with gratitude 
our foreign friends who extend-
ed their whole-hearted support 
and cooperation to our libera-
tion war.

The Pakistani occupation 
forces started massacring in-
nocent and unarmed Bangla-
deshis, launching a sudden at-
tack on the black night of March 
25, 1971. The Father of the N a-
tion Bangabandhu S heikh Mu-
jibur R ahman proclaimed the 
independence of Bangladesh 
in the first hour of March 26. 
Bangabandhu’s proclamation 
was spread all over the country 
through telegrams, teleprinters 
and the radios of the then E ast 
Pakistan R ifles. The proclama-
tion was also circulated in the 
international media. 

Earlier on the 7th of March at 
Suhrawardy Udyan, Bangaband-
hu made a fervent call to wage 
a struggle for independence. He 
declared, “This time the strug-
gle is for our freedom; this time 
the struggle is for our indepen-

dence.” H e directed the nation 
to resist the enemy. The ultimate 
victory was earned on D ec. 16 
after the 9-month bloody war 
was carried out under the direc-
tives of Bangabandhu.

The independence earned 
through the sacrifice of millions 
of people is the greatest achieve-
ment of Bangladesh. To make 
the achievement meaningful, 
all would have to know the true 
history of the liberation war and 
retain the spirit of the indepen-
dence. It must be spread from 
generation to generations.

We are celebrating this year’s 
Independence and N ational 
Day from a new perspective. 
The people have again given the 
Awami League the opportunity 
to serve the nation in the Jan. 5 
elections. We will definitely pro-
tect the dignity of the people’s 
confidence reposed on us. 

During the last five years, we 
accomplished massive devel-
opments in every sector of the 
socio-economic front. Our goal 
is to turn Bangladesh into a mid-
dle-income country by the year 
2021 and a developed one by 
2041. We have relentlessly been 
working to realize these targets. 
Additionally, the execution of 

the verdicts of the war criminals 
trials has started. We are com-
mitted to bringing the fruits of 
independence to the doorsteps 
of the people.

The conspiracy of anti-lib-
eration, communal and anti-
democratic forces is continuing 
to ruin the constitution, democ-
racy and development activities 
of the government. On this aus-
picious day, I urge the people 
to fight any ill-attempts against 
independence, democracy and 
anti-country activities.

I hope every Benglali im-
bued with the mantra of pa-
triotism will engage themselves 
from their respective positions 
and with the highest sincerity, 
dedication and honesty to turn 
Bangladesh into a peaceful, non-
communal and middle-income 
country by the Golden Jubilee of 
Bangladesh. Bangladesh will be 
established as a dignified nation 
in the comity of nations.

Let us come and build a S o-
nar Bangla as dreamed by the 
Father of the N ation being im-
bued with ideals of our libera-
tion war. This is our fresh vow 
on this great day.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever.

Working toward Bangladesh development

Taro Aso
President, Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentarians’ 
League

On behalf of the Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentarians’ 
League, I would like to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations to 
the government and people of 
the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh on the auspicious 
occasion of the country’s 
Independence Day.

Ever since Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, 
Japan and Bangladesh have consistently built 
close, friendly relations. Both countries share a 
strong and stable bond based on mutual interest, 
confidence and the spirit of cooperation. 

I paid an official visit to Bangladesh as then 
foreign minister, and since 2008, I have sought to 
promote the friendship between Japan and 
Bangladesh as the president of the Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentarians’ League.

Two years ago, celebrating 40 years of bilateral 
diplomatic relations, the two countries engaged 
in many active exchanges in various fields. And 
last year, more than 100 people, including artists, 
dancers and craftsmen, came from Bangladesh 
to join the Art Setouchi festival in Kagawa 
Prefecture, one of the biggest art festivals in 
Japan, attracting more than 430,000 visitors. 

During the festival, an exhibition of Bangladesh 
paintings was held, and artworks by craftsmen as 
well as music and dance performances were 
introduced at the Port of Takamatsu, Kagawa 
Prefecture. The Japan-Bangladesh 
Parliamentarians’ League welcomed Minister of 
Cultural Affairs Abul Kalam Azad, who visited 
Japan to attend the opening of the festival and 
had a meaningful exchanging of opinions. Also, 
upper house member Ichiro Tsukada, who serves 
as director general of the league, attended the 
Bangladesh exhibition in Tokyo and, on behalf of 
the league, visited the Bangladesh Embassy for a 
seminar, which contributed in enhancing mutual 
understanding and promoting exchanges.

Bangladesh’s economy, which is continuing to 
progress at a high annual rate over 6 percent, is 
attractive for Japan. The number of Japanese 
companies, which have made advances into 
Bangladesh, has tripled during these seven years, 
reaching 176 and exports from Bangladesh to 
Japan are increasing, too. I am glad bilateral 
economic relations are steadily developing.

Bangladesh, which calls Japan “a true friend,” is 
an important country for Japan. The Japan-
Bangladesh Parliamentarians’ League will 
continue to contribute in deepening the amicable 
bilateral relations.

In conclusion, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to the people of Bangladesh for their 
health and prosperity.

Celebrating decades of friendly bilateral cooperation

Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali
Foreign Minister of Bangladesh

On the occasion 
of the 43rd an-
niversary of the 
Independence 
and N ational 
Day, I convey 
my heartfelt 
greetings and 
felicitations to 
my compatriots living at home 
and abroad. On this memorable 
day, I recall with profound re-
spect the greatest Bangladeshi of 
all time and Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu S heikh Mujibur 
Rahman, who proclaimed inde-
pendence in the early hours of 

March 26, 1971. R esponding to 
his clarion call, people from all 
walks of life participated in the 
War of Liberation and achieved 
victory on Dec. 16, 1971. On this 
day, I pay my deep homage to 
the 3 million martyrs who laid 
down their lives in the War of 
Liberation in 1971. I pray to A l-
mighty A llah for the salvation 
of those departed souls. I also 
remember the 200,000 mothers 
and sisters who sacrificed their 
honor for the sake of freedom 
for Bangladesh.

It all began with the assertion 
of a national identity in the face 
of systematic denial, discrimi-
nation and deprivation of an 
identity rooted in a millennia-

old heritage of language, cul-
ture and customs. It evolved 
through the shaping of politi-
cal demands for inclusion and 
equal access to opportunities, 
against all forms of exploitation 
of the Bangladeshi people. It 
was crystallized into the 6-point 
program put forward by Bang-
abandhu for the emancipation 
of our people. The landslide vic-
tory of the Awami League in the 
general elections of D ecember 
1970 and the Pakistani military 
government’s refusal to hand 
over power led to the noncoop-
eration movement culminating 
in the declaration of indepen-
dence by Bangabandhu. A fter 
the tragic events of A ug. 15, 

1975, when Bangabandhu was 
killed along with most mem-
bers of his family, Bangladesh 
lapsed into a long period of 
military dictatorships and the 
people under the leadership of 
Sheikh Hasina had to wage an-
other battle for the restoration 
of democracy. 

After the restoration of de-
mocracy, H asina was elected to 
office in 1996. S he started from 
where Bangabandhu had left 
off, and once again the country 
was restored to a place of honor 
among the comity of nations. 
During her first term (1996-
2001), Bangladesh marched 
ahead in many fields. The coun-
try witnessed remarkable prog-

ress at home and earned global 
recognition as well. Following 
her landslide victory in the D e-
cember 2008 elections, Bangla-
desh made major strides during 
her second term (2009-2013) 
especially in the social sector, 
which saw a reduction of mater-
nity and child mortality rates; the 
education sector, particularly at 
the primary level; in the empow-
erment of women; and in the de-
velopment of infrastructure and 
power generation. The impres-
sive performance of the govern-
ment helped earn international 
recognition and Bangladesh was 
cited as a role model in many 
fields. Hasina’s tremendous suc-
cess in the betterment of the 
lives of the common people led 
to her re-election in the last elec-
tions held on Jan. 5, 2014. 

Sheikh H asina aims for a 
middle-income, digital-knowl-
edge based “Vision” Bangladesh 
by 2021. On the international 
front, we have demonstrated our 
goal and ability to forge partner-
ships with our neighbors and 

Nation continues steady progress to self-reliance

Continued on page 5

Masud Bin Momen
Ambassador of Bangladesh

On the auspi-
cious occasion 
of the 43rd In-
d e p e n d e n c e 
and N ational 
Day of Bangla-
desh I have the 
honor to con-
vey our deep-
est reverence to their Imperial 
Majesties E mperor A kihito and 
Empress Michiko. I also take this 
opportunity to convey our warm 
greetings to H.E. Prime Minister 
Shinzo A be and Mrs. A kie A be. 
On this great day I recall with 
solemn fervor, the Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu S heikh 
Mujibur R ahman for his vision-

ary leadership and legendary 
statesmanship that eventually 
led to the creation of a sovereign 
and independent Bangladesh. I 
would like to recall that it was the 
visit of Bangabandhu to Japan in 
1973 which laid the foundation 
of the ever growing friendly re-
lations between the two coun-
tries. I also pay my deep homage 
to the sacrifices of our national 
leaders, valiant freedom fighters, 
3 million martyrs as well as the 
200,000 women and child victims 
of the War.

During our war of indepen-
dence many Japanese friends, led 
by a lawmaker, the late Takashi 
Hayakawa, and the late profes-
sor Tsuyoshi Nara, extended their 
support for our cause. Recogniz-
ing their invaluable contribution, 

the government of Prime Minis-
ter S heikh H asina conferred the 
Friends of Liberation War S tate 
Honors to a number of Japanese 
nationals in recent times. The 
government of Japan recognized 
Bangladesh immediately after 
our liberation on 4 February 1972. 
Ever since then, the friendly rela-
tions between the two countries 
have grown from strength to 
strength. Today, Japan is the most 
important development partner 
of Bangladesh. R ecently, trade 
and investment figures are also 
growing significantly. Many im-
portant Japanese brands are mak-
ing their products in Bangladesh. 
Following the recent elections in 
Bangladesh, the new government 
led by Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina is consolidating democracy 

and development. During the lat-
est visit of Foreign Minister Fumio 
Kishida to Bangladesh on March 
22 he conveyed Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s commitment to con-
tinue his government’s engage-
ment in this march towards pros-
perity based on mutual interest. 

Today Bangladesh is seeing 
sustained economic growth, sta-
ble macro-economic indicators 
and has over $19 billion worth 
of reserves. The government has 
created a congenial atmosphere 
and offers attractive terms to at-
tract foreign investment. Light 
engineering, food processing, 
leather and leather goods, jute-
based products and the IT sector 
are some of the areas where Japa-
nese investors are showing keen 
interest. 

Bangladesh marches toward prosperity on back of strong growth

Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman
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beyond. We are deeply involved 
in the process of multilateral-
ism, through global and regional 
commitments. But the defeated 
anti-liberation, communal and 
irredentist forces are trying to de-
stabilize the democratic and de-
velopment process. We are how-
ever determined to end the cul-
ture of impunity. The government 
remains pledge-bound to bring to 
justice all the crimes committed 
against humanity during the War 
of Liberation in 1971. We urge 
the international community to 
extend their support and coop-
eration for this just cause.

On this very day, I take this op-
portunity to thank all our officers 
and staff at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and our missions abroad 

who have devoted themselves to 
achieving our foreign policy objec-
tives. I also congratulate the Ban-
gladesh D iaspora who have con-
tributed greatly to the buoyancy 
of the economy of their country of 
origin as well as to further develop-
ment of their host countries. 

Today, Bangladesh is march-
ing ahead in all fields under the 
leadership of our dear Bang-
abandhu’s daughter, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. On this 
great D ay, I urge all to work to-
gether imbued with the spirit of 
the War of Liberation to expe-
dite economic self-reliance and 
democratic advancement of the 
country for the realization of 
Bangabandhu’s dream of S onar 
Bangla-Golden Bengal.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

Moving toward self-reliance
Continued from page 4

Md. Shahriar Alam
State Minister of foreign affairs 
of Bangladesh

Today, we celebrate the 43rd 
glorious independence of Ban-
gladesh. On 
this day, Ban-
gladesh woke 
up to the hor-
rendous geno-
cide, heretofore 
unknown to 
Bengalis. This 
darkest episode 
in our history turned into a 
full-fledged people’s war which 
helped us become a sovereign 
country. The heroic struggles 
of our freedom fighters against 
the enemy, their sacrifices and 
their ultimate success in defeat-
ing our enemies make us hold 
our heads high.

On this historic occasion, I 
express my heartfelt felicitations 
and greetings to my compatriots 
living at home and abroad. On 
this solemn day, I recall with 
deep respect the Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu S heikh 
Mujibur R ahman who led the 
great War of Independence in 
1971. I pay my deep homage to 
the martyrs who made supreme 
sacrifices to liberate the country. 
I also recall the brave women 
who sacrificed their honor to 
see the country free from sub-
jugation. I also recall with deep 
respect those valiant freedom 
fighters of the soil would be 
borne in the minds the Bangla-
desh forever.

Cherishing the true history 
of the liberation war, the pres-
ent government has made gi-
ant strides to achieve the ob-
jective of change, which will 
make Bangabandhu’s S onar 

Bangla, the golden Bengal, a 
reality. Under the dynamic 
leadership of the H onorable 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
we aim for a middle-income, 
digital, knowledge-based Ban-
gladesh by 2021.

Bangladesh remains commit-
ted to bring to end to the culture 
of impunity and establish the 
rule of law. The present govern-
ment will bring all the perpe-
trators who committed crimes 
against humanity to justice. N o 
one can deter us from this oner-
ous task as the people have given 
us a mandate.

On the international front, 
Bangladesh follows the foreign 
policy principle of “Friendship 
for all and malice toward none” 
as outlined by Bangabandhu. 
In line with that, Bangladesh 
has been playing a constructive 
role in promoting international 
peace and stability. The Minis-
try remains deeply focused on 
subregional, regional and in-
ternational issues apart from its 
engagements.

I express my appreciation to 
the expatriate Bangladesh na-
tionals who are continuously 
contributing to building an eco-
nomically viable Bangladesh. I 
also congratulate the officers and 
officials working at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and at Bangla-
desh Missions abroad for their 
dedicated services to implement 
the foreign policy objectives of 
the government. On this great 
occasion, I urge all to work to-
gether to turn Bangladesh into 
the S onar Bangla envisioned 
by the Father of the Nation and 
achieve middle income coun-
try status by 2021, as set out by 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

Friendship for all, 
malice toward none




