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Tanzania national day

Tanzania ready for ««_

further investment

Salome Thaddaus Sijaona
AMBASSADOR OF TAZANIA

Today, April 26, 2014, we are
celebrating the 50th Anniver-
sary of foundation of the Unit-
ed Republic of —
Tanzania — the
union of Tang-
anyika  and
Zanzibar. On
this auspicious
day, I would = =
like to pay my P
most deep re-

spect to the founders of the
Union — the Father of the Na-
tion, the late Mwalimu Julius
Kambarage Nyerere; and the
first President of Zanzibar, the
late Abeid Amani Karume. I
also wish extend my most
heartfelt congratulations to all
my fellow Tanzanians living in
Japan and other countries
under the accreditation of the
Embassy of Tanzania in Japan,
which include the Republic of
Korea, Australia, New Zealand
and Papua New Guinea.

The‘Masai traditional dance Adami, also referred és “the

On behalf of the govern-
ment, the people and the en-
tire staff of the Tanzanian
Embassy, I take this opportu-
nity to express my sincere and
deepestrespect to Their Impe-
rial Majesties, Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress Michiko and
to the distinguished members
of the Imperial family and wish
them good health and happi-
ness.

In the same way, I convey
my warm greetings to Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and to the
friendly people of Japan.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Tanzania and Japan in 1967,
the bilateral relations have
been stable and constantly ex-
panding in all spheres, includ-
ing political, economic, trade,
social and cultural. The assis-
tance extended to Tanzania by
the Japanese government
through overseas development
assistance in areas such as
roads and electricity infra-
structure, agriculture, water

jumping dance” is performed during Eunoto, the coming of age
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supply, health and education,
aswell as good governance has
played a pivotal role in the eco-
nomic and social development
of the people of Tanzania.

Last year the 5th Tokyo In-
ternational Conference on Af-
rican Development (TICAD V)
was held in Yokohama and
H.E. Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kik-
wete, President of the United
Republic of Tanzania partici-
pated. TICAD V was an exam-
ple of the revitalization of the
Japan-Africa relationship. Dur-
ing TICAD V Kikwete and Abe
had the opportunity to meet
and discuss ways of further ad-
vancing the relationship be-
tween Tanzania and Japan.

There is a common realiza-
tion between our two countries
of aneed to move from the tra-
ditional donor-recipient rela-
tionship to that of two
countries seeking the common
goal of the betterment of the
lives of their people hand in
hand. The pledges made by
Abe to the African continent
are a signal that Japan is really
committed to assist the African
continent.

The success of TICAD V can
be seen by the reinvigoration
of Japanese involvement on
the African continent, the cli-
max of which was the visit to
the three African countries of
Cote d’Ivoire, Mozambique
and Ethiopia by Abe.

Since the completion of
TICAD YV, there have been
many exchanges of visits be-
tween our two countries, with
Toshimitsu Motegi, Japan’s
economy minister, together
with a powerful delegation
from the private sector, visiting
Tanzania in August 2013, and
attending a Tanzania-Japan
Business Forum in Dar es Sa-
laam. Various high level offi-
cials from different sectors in

(Clockwise from above)
Panoramic view of
Ngorongoro Crater in the

Ngorongoro Conservation
Area, a UNESCO World
Heritage site in northern
Tanzania; African leopards are
commonly seen throughout
Serengeti National Park, also
a UNESCO World Heritage
site in northern Tanzania;
Safaris in the Serengeti
attract many tourists; Mount
Kilimanjaro, a dormant
volcano in Tanzania, is the
highest peak in Africa and the
tallest free-standing
mountain in the world.
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Tanzania have visited Japan to
meet with their counterparts
in an effort to maintain for-
ward momentum.

On the occasion of our Na-
tional Day, we reflect on our
continued achievements, both
at home and in our relation-
ship with the rest of the world.
I would like to mention some
of laudable progress that has
beenrealized in political, eco-
nomic social, and internation-
al relations spheres.
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On the political front, Tan-
zania continued to enjoy peace
and political stability, while
democracy continues to take
root and basic freedoms,
human rights and rule of law
continued to be respected and
observed. As an important
milestone in expression of a
true democracy, Kikwete in
May 2012, created a national
commission, which was man-
dated to collect public opinion
on the review of the Constitu-
tion of Tanzania. Currently a
special session of the parlia-
ment is in session reviewing
the second draft of the consti-
tution. Once this session is
over the draft shall be sent back
to the people through a refer-
endum and if approved by the
end of this year the United Re-
public of Tanzania will have a
new Constitution, which we
shall use in our general elec-
tions in 2015.

Economically, Tanzania
continued sound performance
despite the global economic
downturns in 2011. The econ-
omy recorded a growth rate of
6.5 percent in 2013 compared
with 6.8 percent in 2012, with
the driving forces for growth
being the mining, tourism and
manufacturing sectors. The
performance in investment
was also good, whereby invest-
ment projects worth $19.6 bil-
lion were registered in 2012
compared with $7.1 billion the
year before. The government
continues to work to create an
attractive business environ-
ment, including measures to
reduce the cost of doing busi-
ness, to attract both foreign
and domestic investors.

However, the encouraging

progress in Tanzania’s macro-
economic success did not re-
duce poverty significantly,
because sectors which contrib-
uted to growth do not create
employment opportunities for
the majority, particularly those
living in rural areas and relying
mainly on agriculture. In ad-
dressing this challenge the
government of Tanzania con-
tinues to give due attention to
agricultural development pro-
motion through implementa-
tion of “Kilimo Kwanza”
(Agriculture First). Agriculture
First aims at involving the pri-
vate sector, development part-
ners and small holder farmers
in bringing a transformation in
agriculture by resolving the
issue of low productivity.
Theimportance ofroads and
other infrastructure that con-
nect agricultural production
areas to markets and industri-
al centers is part of our con-
cern. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the gov-
ernment of Japan for their con-

tinued support in construction
of road infrastructure, as well
as in the agriculture sector.

As for investment opportu-
nities, Tanzanian economy can
absorb massive doses of in-
vestment in every conceivable
area. Plenty of opportunities
existin sectors such as agricul-
ture, energy, infrastructure,
transportation, tourism, min-
ing, manufacturing and ser-
vices. The discovery of huge
reserves of natural gas both on-
shore and offshore has height-
ened expectations of the
country becoming a major gas-
producer.

The government has pre-
pared several strategic plans to
handle the huge foreign invest-
ment inflow expected in gas
subsector projects, which in-
clude liquefied petroleum gas
production, piped and com-
pressed natural gas, fertilizers,
petrochemical production, etc.

Regarding infrastructure,
the government of Tanzania
has developed policies and

legislation for the private sec-
tor to engage in building and
operating roads and the ener-
gy infrastructure under Build-
Operate-Transfer (BOT),
Build-Own-Operate (BOO)
and Build-Own-Operate-
Transfer (BOOT) systems.

As ambassador to Japan, I
would like to see more Japa-
nese investment in Tanzania,
particularly in the areas high-
lighted above. Tanzania’s com-
parative advantages as a
premier investment destina-
tion include: a stable political
environment; strong econom-
ic performance; unlimited in-
vestment opportunities;
attractive investment incen-
tives; a vibrant private sector;
a pro-business government; a
huge regional market, prefer-
ential access to some of the
world’s markets; and geo-
graphic location — as it bor-
ders the six landlocked
countries of Rwanda, Burundi,
Uganda, Zambia, Malawi and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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The Zanzibar red colobus (above) is a species of monkey
endemic to the main island of the Zanzibar Archipelago, off the
coast of Tanzania (top). EMBASSY OF TANZANIA

Tanzania welcomes tourists
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Eastern DRC, which use Tan-
zanian territory for their inter-
national trade.

In the global arena, Tanza-
nia continues to play an active
role in regional and interna-
tional bodies, including the
United Nations, African
Union, Southern Africa De-
velopment Cooperation
(SADC), Great Lakes Region
and East African Community
(EAC). The government of
Tanzania also remains com-
mitted to contributing to
peace and security in Africa
and the world.

I also warmly welcome Jap-
anese tourists to visit Tanzania,
which has surpassed being
only a safari destination. Tan-
zania is a home to the world-
renowned Serengeti National
Park; Selous Game Reserve,

the biggest game reserve in the
world; Ngorongoro Crater, the
biggest unbroken crater in the
world; Mt. Kilimanjaro, the
highest peak in Africa; Lake
Victoria and Lake Tanganyika
— the largest and the deepest
lakes in Africa, respectively;
and Zanzibar, the island of
spices; to name only a few at-
tractions.

Last, but not least, I would
like to express my deep appre-
ciation to the companies that
volunteered to sponsor this
National Day supplement. We
highly value your contribution
and cooperation as always. I
also extend my gratitude to The
Japan Times for offering me
another opportunity of ad-
dressing their distinguished
readers on this important oc-
casion. Thank you very much
and God bless you!

Congratulations
to the People of the United Republic of Tanzania

on the 50th Anniversary
of Their Union Day
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