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The celebration 
of the swiss Na-
tional day car-
ries  a  special 
meaning  this 
year  as  Japan 
and  switzer-
land  celebrate 
150  years  of 
diplomatic relations. His im-
perial  Highness  the  Crown 
Prince Naruhito and President 
didier Burkhalter of the swiss 
Confederation are both honor-
ary presidents of the anniver-
sary  year,  underlining  the 
importance the two countries 
attach to this jubilee.

This anniversary is an auspi-

cious occasion to highlight and 
further strengthen the close ties 
that have grown steadily in the 
fields  of  economics,  politics, 
science  and  culture  since  the 
signing of the treaty of amity 
and Commerce on Feb. 6, 1864. 

Economic relations remain 
an important pillar of our mu-
tual exchange. it has been five  
years  since  switzerland  be-
came the first western nation 
to sign a free trade agreement 
with Japan. The treaty has ben-
efited many companies in both 
countries,  consolidating  Ja-
pan’s  place  as  switzerland’s 
fourth most important trading 
partner. Many exchanges and 
collaborations exist in the field 
of  science  and  technology  as 
both countries invest heavily in 

building  highly  innovative 
economies and research insti-
tutions. Japan is switzerland’s 
most important research part-

ner in asia, and since 2007, a 
bilateral agreement on coop-
eration in science and technol-
ogy between the swiss federal 

council and the government of 
Japan forms the base for strong 
scientific  cooperation.  There 
are more than sixty agreements 
between top research institu-
tions  and  universities,  not  to 
mention the countless indus-
trial partnerships. The bilateral 
cooperation in the political and 
international fields is also sig-
nificant as Japan is one of swit-
zerland’s  most  like-minded 
countries in the u.N. and other 
international organizations. 

Culture  is  another  area  in 
which  switzerland  and  Japan 
are constantly engaged in live-
ly  interaction. to name just a 
few examples, some of the most 
prominent  swiss  architects 
have  left  a  mark  in  Japan  (Le 
Corbusier, Herzog & de Meu-

ron, Mario Botta and others). 
This is also true for Japanese ar-
chitects in switzerland (saNaa, 
shigeru Ban and riken yama-
moto). in the field of music, one 
of  Europe’s  most  prestigious 
jazz events, the Montreux Jazz 
Festival,  has  found  a  second 
home in Kawasaki. The Lucerne 
Festival  ark  Nova,  which 
opened last autumn in Matsu-
shima, Miyagi Prefecture, in a 
mobile  concert  hall  uniquely 
designed by artist anish Kapoor 
and architect arata isozaki, is 
another illustration.

in 2014, Japan and switzer-
land will write a new chapter 
in their history of friendly rela-
tions. in many ways, switzer-
land is bringing the best it can 
offer to Japan this year. More 
than 180 events and activities 
are scheduled to take place in 
Japan  alone,  all  bearing  the 
smiling  150  year  anniversary 
logo. 

so far, this momentous year 
has been marked by the high-
level  visits  of  H.i.H.  Crown 
Prince Naruhito to switzerland 
in June, the visit of the Presi-
dent  Burkhalter  of  the  swiss 
Confederation to Japan in Feb-
ruary and the Economic mis-
sion led by Federal Councilor 
and Minister of the Economy 
Johann schneider-ammann in 
July. it has also seen the launch 
of large-scale retrospective ex-
hibitions of art masters Balthus 
and  Félix  Vallotton.  in  addi-
tion, the world-renowned ton-
halle Orchestra of Zürich with 
david Zinman and the Orches-
tre de la suisse romande, di-
rected  by  Japanese  Maestro 

Kazuki  yamada,  undertook 
widely acclaimed tours in april 
and  June  respectively.  But 
there are still many more high-
lights to come.

This special year is an occa-
sion to invite all those who play 
a key role in maintaining these 
close ties with my country, but 

also those who want to learn 
more about it, to join us in the 
events  and  activities  that  are 
unfolding  both  in  Japan  and 
switzerland. 

i hope that you will seize this 
opportunity to discover a piece 
of switzerland in Japan and cel-
ebrate this anniversary with us.

Celebrating 150 years of Japan-swiss friendship

Exhibitions:
•	“A retrospective: Balthus” from 

July 5 to sept. 7 at the Kyoto munici-
pal museum of Art
•	“felix Vallotton: fire Beneath the 

ice” from June 14 to sept. 23 at the 
mitsubishi ichigokan museum
•	“masterpieces from Kunsthaus 

zurich” from sept. 25 to dec. 15 at 
the national Art Center, tokyo and 
from Jan. 31 to may 10, 2015, at the 
Kobe City museum
•	“ferdinand Hodler: the way to 

rhythm” from oct. 7 to Jan. 12, 
2015, at the national museum of 
western Art, tokyo and from Jan. 24 

to April 5, 2015, at the Hyogo Prefec-
tural museum
•	“Building in Context Contempo-

rary Japanese Architecture in swit-
zerland” from oct. 8 to oct. 18 at 
spiral in tokyo
•	stephan spicher “Blossom” 

(solo exhibition) from sept. 27 to 
oct. 30 at the Hakusasonso Hashi-
moto Kansetsu Garden & museum in 
Kyoto
•	“Beauty of function and Crafts-

manship — 150 Years of swiss de-
sign” from Jan. 17 to march 29, 
2015 at the tokyo opera City Art 
Gallery

Shows/Concerts:
•	13th tokyo Jazz festival, swiss 

electro Jazz night on sept. 5 at the 
tokyo international forum “the 
PlAzA”

• zurich Chamber orchestra with 
sir roger norrington on oct. 2 at the 
izumi Hall in osaka 

• lucerne festival Ark nova from 
oct. 31 to nov. 9 in sendai city

• “the ninth symphony of 
Beethoven (Choreography: maurice 
Béjart)” collaboration between the Bé-
jart Ballet lausanne, the tokyo Ballet 
and the israel Philharmonic orchestra 
on nov. 8 and 9 at nHK Hall

• tour of swiss musician Bastian 
Baker from nov. 17 to 19 in osaka, 
nagoya and tokyo
•	“montreux Jazz festival in Kawa-

saki 2014” from nov. 21 to 30

For the full program, visit  
www.eda.admin.ch/tokyo-
culturecalendar

A variety of musical, cultural events to commemorate anniversary

President Didier Burkhalter of the Swiss Confederation (right) 
and His Imperial Highness Crown Prince Naruhito jointly launch 
the anniversary year in Tokyo in February. AKi Goto
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