Ghana independence day

Forging ahead with democratic and transformational agenda
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Ghana
achieved her
Indepen-
dence on
March 6,1957.
Today, there-
fore, marks
the 58th anni-
versary of the
country’s in-
dependence.
The anniversary also has a spe-
cial significance because it co-
incides with the 55th year of the
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between Ghana and
Japan.

On such amomentous occa-
sion, I have the distinct plea-
sure, on behalf of the
government and People of
Ghana, and the entire Ghanaian
communityin Japan, to firstand
foremost, convey our very warm
greetings and profound grati-
tude to their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko, the entire Imperial
family and the government and
people of Japan for the unwav-
ering friendship and true hos-
pitality that has continually
been extended to all visiting
Ghanaian delegations and
those residing in Japan.

Let me also use this opportu-
nity to reiterate Ghana’s unal-
loyed friendship and solidarity
with all people of Japan, to
whom we extend our deepest
sympathies on the fourth anni-
versary of the devastating earth-
quake and tsunami, which falls
on March 11. We stand shoulder
to shoulder with you, as you
mourn your loss and bring suc-
cor to the bereaved families.
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Both Ghana and Japan have
shared values of spreading de-
mocracy, pursuing global peace
and harmony, while extending
goodwill and friendship to all
peace-loving peoples of our in-
terconnected world.

During the past year, Ghana
saw some successes in its efforts
at effectively mobilizing its
human and material resources
for the sustainable develop-
ment of the country. Undoubt-
edly, there were challenges
accentuated by falling agricul-
tural and oil prices, which were
huge external shocks to our
economy. However, the govern-
ment is taking the necessary
measures and providingleader-
ship to overcome the challeng-
es of a developing economy.
The government strategy has
been a combination of rational,
practical and transformational
economic policies underpinned
by prudent management and
timely social interventions to
soften the impact of austere
measures on vulnerable people.
With a stable political environ-
ment, determined, resourceful
and resilient people as well as
an adaptable, easily trainable
and dynamic work force, Ghana
isona firm trajectory to achieve
its developmental goals. In-
deed, it has already met its mil-
lennjum goal of halving
poverty by 2020.
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world.

The past decade witnessed
major developments on the po-
litical and economiclandscape
of the country as part of the
country’s  transformational
agenda. The widely acknowl-
edged democratic credentials of
Ghana, anchored on adherence
to the rule oflaw, multiparty de-
mocracy, press freedom and re-
spect for human rights, were
further deepened and strength-
ened.

The challenge facing the
country is to translate these
democratic achievements into
concrete and palpable benefits
atthe economiclevel and lift the
majority of the people to an ap-
preciable standard of living
commensurate with a country
of middle-income status. The
country’s GDP growth in nomi-
nal terms more than doubled in
thelast decade, reaching a peak
of 14 percentin 2012. During the
decade, the real GDP growth
rate averaged 7 percent, much
higher than the sub-Saharan Af-
rican average of4.9 percent and
the average global rate of 3.2
percent.

Following a rebasing of the

economy in 2010, Ghana
achieved lower middle-income
status. The country’s medium to
long-term prospects are bright,
particularly because Ghana is
now a major West African sub-
region oil producer and is set to
produce about 230,000 barrels
per day by 2021 as a result of
new discoveries. The country
has a diversified economy with
dynamic agricultural and ser-
vice sectors. Inrecentyears, the
service sector has overtaken the
agricultural and the manufac-
turing sectors in terms of con-
tribution to GDP.

During the past year, the
country continued to play its
well-recognized role of being a
responsible member of the in-
ternational community that is
committed to global peace and
stability and making necessary
contributions to the interna-
tional organizations to which
she belongs. In the particular
context of the West African sub-
region, the President of Ghana,
H. E. John Dramani Mahama,
in his capacity as chairman of
ECOWAS, mobilized the sup-
port of the international com-

munity for the area, amongst
others, in the Ebola fight, which
isbeingwon. He designated the
country as the centre and hub
for international efforts in coor-
dinatingrelevant and timely as-
sistance to the affected
countries. In this respect, the
government of Japan’s role
through the sterlingwork of Jap-
anese Special Defense Forces
needs to be commended. Ebola
has, to a large extent, been con-
tained and West Africa is safe for
travel so business people and
tourists need not be scared by
the disease. Moreover, given air
connections, West Africa is no
longer a faraway place for Japa-
nese investors. Over 19 Japa-
nese companies are now
working in Ghana. We invite
Japanese companies to take
part in an investment seminar
at JICA Hall in Ichigaya, Tokyo,
at 10 a.m. on April 2.

Ghana and Japan began ne-
gotiations for the conclusion of
a Bilateral Investment Promo-
tion and Protection Agreement
last April. This is expected to
provide the needed impetus for
increasing the number of Japa-
nese companies doing business
in Ghana and vice versa.

Ghana was honoured to be
the venue for the recent meeting
of Japanese ambassadors in
West Africa. Indeed, Japan has
been a veritable and depend-
able partner in Ghana’s devel-
opmental efforts over the years
and, there is enough evidence
to indicate that increased col-
laboration between the two
countries will be more robust.
Indeed, Ghana is the third-larg-
est recipient of Japanese ODA
in Africa.

Ghana’s Embassy in Japan
has therefore introduced expe-
dited visa services for Japanese,
especially the business commu-
nity, since January.

On this auspicious occasion,
therefore, Ghana wishes to urge
Japanese companies to seize the
opportunity of positive develop-
ments in the country and the
bright future prospects, to in-
crease their investments in
Ghana and forge strategic part-
nerships with Ghanaian com-
panies for mutual benefit and
to reflect our excellent bilateral
relations.

Finally, I'wish to express pro-
found gratitude to the various
friends of Ghana and all the
companies whose sponsorship

Congratulations

to the People of the Republic of Ghana
on the 58th Anniversary of Their Independence
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Located 60 km offshore between the Deepwater Tano and
West Cape Three Points blocks in Ghana, the Jubilee Field has
been producing oil since December 2010. EMBASSY OF GHANA

hasfacilitated the publication of
this message. I also wish to
thank The Japan Times for their
cooperation and professional-

ism.

Long live Ghana-Japan rela-
tions and the Japan-Africa
friendship and partnership.
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; to the People of :
the Republic of Ghana on
the 58th Anniversary of
Their Independence
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