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On behalf of the government
of Canada, I extend to all Ca-
nadians and friends of Canada
a very happy
Canada Day on
this 148th an-
niversary  of
Canadian Con-
federation.

On this spe-
cial day, Cana-
dians both at
home and abroad take time to
appreciate our country and its
role in the world. Here in
Japan, this milestone provides
us with an opportunity to re-
flect on our long-standing po-
litical, economic, commercial,
cultural and people-to-people
ties.

Our two countries enjoy a
strong and meaningful bilat-
eral relationship. On the world
stage, Canada and Japan work
together closely on pressing
international issues, such as
peace support operations, nu-
clear non-proliferation, human
rights, and humanitarian as-
sistance. Our collaboration
ranges from disaster response
in Nepal and the Philippines
to combatting the outbreak of
Ebola in West Africa.

We are partnered in numer-
ous international organiza-

tions, including the G7,
supporting the Ukrainian peo-
ple as they work to restore po-
litical and economic stability
and cooperating in the fight
against global terrorism, in-
cluding the threat of the Islam-
ic State group. We look forward
to building on this collabora-
tion as we move toward Japan'’s
hosting of the G7 Summit in
Shima, Mie Prefecture, next
year.

This May, Canada success-
fully concluded our two-year
chairmanship of the Arctic
Council, and we look forward
to continuing working with
Japan, as an accredited observ-
er to the council, to expand co-
operation on research and
sustainable economic devel-
opment to provide further op-
portunities for the people of
the north.

Based on our complemen-
tary economic strengths, trade
between our two countries
continues to expand, and Can-
ada has become a key partner
forJapan in a variety of sectors
including clean energy, ad-
vanced manufacturing, agri-
food and life sciences.

Investment has been anoth-
er driving force in our growing
economic relationship, sup-
ported by the more than 330
Japanese businesses in Canada
and over 100 Canadian enter-

Canadians gather under the night sky to celebrate a past Canada Day in Ottawa
on July 1. Canada is hosting the FIFA Women's World Cup this year as part of its

“Year of Sport in Canada.”

prises in Japan. In addition to
collaboration in the automo-
tive sector, we have seen
growth in areas such as digital
media, retailing, agri-food and,
perhaps most significantly, en-
ergy. One exciting sectoris liq-
uefied natural gas, where
major Japanese corporations
have invested almost ¥700 bil-
lion in Canada to develop ex-
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port facilities and upstream
supply. By choosing Canada as
an investment destination,
these companies will benefit
from our welcoming business
environment, strong econom-
ic growth, highly educated
workforce, unparalleled access
to global markets, and low cor-
porate taxes.

Moreover,

Canada and

Japan are both engaged, along
with 10 other countries, in ne-
gotiations toward a Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership agreement,
which will deepen our coun-
tries’ integration within the
Asia-Pacific region. We are also
working bilaterally on an Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement,
which will provide the oppor-
tunity to achieve outcomes tai-
lored to the specific bilateral
needs of the Canada-Japanre-
lationship.

Our diverse and multifac-
eted people-to-people ties bol-
ster our political and
economic partnerships. With
active regional Canada-Japan
associations across Japan, 75
sister-city relationships, and a
twinning between the province
of Alberta and Hokkaido that
this year celebrates its 35th an-
niversary, the grassroots dia-
logue between Canadian and
Japanese people is vibrant. We
also benefit from strong par-
ticipation in the Japan Ex-
change and Teaching (JET)
Programme, with about 500
Canadian participants now in
Japan and more than 8,000
alumni.

Canada remains one of the
most popular destinations for
Japanese students interested in
studying abroad. In fact, Can-
ada welcomes more language
students from Japan than from

any other country. Addition-
ally, approximately 6,500 Japa-
nese youth visit Canada each
year through the Working Hol-
iday Program. In total, every
year about 25,000 Japanese
students enjoy a warm Cana-
dian welcome and learn how
easy it is to integrate into our
multicultural society — an ex-
perience that can go along way
toward ensuring their well
being and academic success.

This year, as we approach
the 5th anniversary of the
March 2011 disasters, the Em-
bassy has launched the Cana-
da-Japan Leadership Fund:
Tohoku Project, anew scholar-
ship program that will provide
opportunities for students
from the affected regions to
study in Canada.

Our two countries also share
rich cultural ties. Canadian
musicians, such as Celine
Dion, Avril Lavigne, and Neil
Young have an active following
in Japan, and artists such as
Glenn Gould and Oscar Peter-
son remain legendary. In the
performing arts, the world-re-
nowned Cirque du Soleil has
delighted more than a million
spectators in Japan since 1992.

We also share a love of sport:
2015 has been proclaimed the
Year of Sport in Canada, and
Japanese athletes will be par-
ticipating in many of the 60 in-
ternational sporting events
held in Canada this year. Fore-
most among these is the FIFA
Women'’s World Cup, featuring

defending champion Nadeshi-
ko Japan.

With our broad range of en-
gagement, and our enduring
links at the government, busi-
ness, and people-to-people

levels, I am certain that the
Canada-Japan relationship will
continue to strengthen and
deepen in the years to come.

Happy Canada Day! Bonne
Féte du Canada!

Congratulations

to the People of Canada
on the Occasion of
the 148th Anniversary
of Canada Day
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