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Aug. 17 marked the 55th anni-
versary of the independence of 
the Gabonese Republic. On this 
joyful occasion, I would like to 
express on behalf of the Presi-
dent of the Gabonese Republic, 
H.E. Ali Bongo Ondimba, the 
Prime Minister, H.E. Daniel 

Ona Ondo, the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
and all Gabo-
nese people, 
best wishes of 
peace, prosper-
ity and good 
health to Their 
Imperial Maj-

esties Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko and to the 
whole Imperial family. 

As well, my wishes are ex-
tended to the Japanese govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, to the members of 
various Japanese institutions 
and to the very friendly people 
of Japan.

This opportunity further al-
lows us to express our sincere 
greetings to the Gabonese 
community, as well as many 
friends of Gabon living in Japan 

and around the world.  

“Green Gabon” strategy
The purpose of Green Gabon 

strategy is to become a world 
leader in sustainable develop-
ment. It will lean on the valua-
tion of the “Green Oil” which 
constitutes our tremendous 
ecosystem with our 22 million 
hectares of forest, our farm-
lands and our 800 km coast. 

Belonging to the basin of 
Congo, Gabon dedicated 11 
percent of its territory to na-
tional parks to participate in 
the global effort of environ-
mental protection and fight 
against global warming. This 
effort will be maintained while 
taking into account the imper-
atives of development and in-
dustrialization of our country. 

The green economy is in-
deed one of the vectors of the 
world economy of the 21st cen-
tury and our country is arrang-
ing assets to become a big 
player there. For that purpose, 
we have to:

• Protect our forests and as-
sure their contribution to the 
world fight against climate 
change is paid its just value;

• Completely transform the
timber industry to process 
wood locally through dynamic 

small businesses and industry;
• Build modern agriculture,

fishing and fish farming opera-
tions to guarantee our food se-
curity;

• Exploit completely our
strong potentialities in the eco-
system, which confer us our 
immense forest spaces. 

Investment opportunities
Ecotourism: Gabon has be-

come one of the first ecotour-
ism destinations by taking 
advantage of the fabulous po-
tential of 13 national parks, 

which are treasures of biodi-
versity and key in the fight 
against climate change. 

Industry: Massive incentives 
are available for the creation of 
industries for local wood pro-
cessing, intended for local con-
sumption and export. 

Agriculture: Gabon aims to 
reach in less than five years the 
objective of food security 
through incentives aimed at 
the creation of small farms and 
fish farming. 

GRAINE Project
Regarding agricultural poli-

cy, Gabon has launched a 
unique initiative in the GRAINE 
Program (Gabonaise des Re-
alisations Agricoles et des Ini-
tiatives des Nationaux Engages, 
or the Gabonese public society 
for agricultural productions 
and initiatives of involved na-
tionals. 

This program proposes pro-
viding Gabonese with mentor-
ing support in the creation of 
agro-industrial cooperatives, 
which are at the center of the 
agricultural sector. 

Deployed in all provinces of 
Gabon, the program encour-
ages the creation of a large 
number of jobs, harmonious 
socioeconomic development 

of rural zones, diversification of 
the national economy by mod-
ernizing agro-industry, the en-
hancement of food safety and 
the reduction of payment bal-
ance for food importation. 

The GRAINE Program forms 
part of the three agricultural 
targets of the “Green Gabon” 
vision, set out by President On-
dimba and aims at increasing 
agriculture’s contribution to 
the GDP to 20 percent by 2020. 
It also intends to ensure food 
self-sufficiency and end de-
pendence as an importer of for-
eign food products. 

Entrepreneurial model
The GRAINE Program is of-

fering Gabonese a chance to 
achieve financial indepen-
dence through activities that 
will be source of regular in-
come and that will also open a 
way to prosperity. 

Transfer of skills 
A basic tenet of the program 

is the transmission of know-
how. GRAINE participants will 
receive up-to-date job educa-
tion for agricultural manage-
ment followed by a four-month 
training period in Malaysia, be-
fore obtaining a qualification 
that certifies completion of the 
training. Once qualified, the 
members will be field supervi-
sors in agricultural coopera-
tives. 

Technical partner
The project is supported by 

the Society of Agricultural 
Transformation and Rural De-
velopment (SOTRADER), 
which was created from a pub-
lic-private partnership be-
tween the Gabonese Republic 
and the OLAM International 
Company. This latter is a major 
player in the supply and pro-
cessing of agricultural and food 
products and is a worldwide 
multinational that can offer ex-
pertise and technical knowl-
edge.

Purchase guaranteed
To ensure a commercial out-

let for their activities, SOTRAD-
ER will buy cooperatives’ 
production at international 
market prices and market their 
products domestically and in-
ternationally. 

Social infrastructure
Development of the program 

includes the contribution to 
improving social infrastruc-
tures, especially schools and 
health centers, grouped in spe-
cific zones close to the coop-
erative villages. Also, 3,000 km 
of roads in total, will improve 
the conditions of transport and 
access to local entities. Devel-
opment of local infrastructure, 
as well as electrical and water 
systems are also expected. 

Rural development
GRAINE acts directly on 

rural development to increase 
per capita income, enlarge the 
social safety net and raise the 
employment rate of women. 
Furthermore, the potential of 
local communities will be em-
phasized by involvement of the 
people in the agricultural co-
operatives, whose economic 
activity plays a key role in the 
development of the regions 
concerned. 

Economic diversification
The development of agricul-

ture will have a positive impact 
in stimulating the country’s 
economy, job creation and 
low-cost commercialization of 
essential, locally produced 
foodstuffs. 

This is an overview of the 
steps Gabon is taking toward 
agricultural entrepreneurship, 
with a challenging commit-
ment to professional training. 
It is also important to note that 
GRAINE, as asserted by Presi-
dent Ondimba, calls for the ac-
tive involvement of the youth 
to build and strengthen a real 
lever for development.

‘Green Gabon’ aims for development and food self-sufficiency 

The representative of a local cooperative on a cassava 
plantation in the village of Adzamikak in Woleu-Ntem 
Province  embassy of gabon

Ali Bongo Ondima, president 
of the Gabonese Republic

PAGE: 10


