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Vietnam national day

A belief in the future of Vietham-Japan relations

Nguyen Quoc Cuong
AMBASSADOR OF VIETNAM

On Sept. 2 1945, then-Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh, the great
leader of the Vietnamese peo-
ple, read out
the immortal
Declaration of
Independence,
giving birth to
the Democratic
Republic  of
Vietnam (now
the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam). Over the
past 70 years, the Vietnamese
people have consistently over-
come countless difficulties and
fought against foreign invaders
to struggle for their indepen-
dence and freedom. Ever since
its national re-unification in
1975, Vietnam has entered a
new era of national reconstruc-
tion and active integration into
the international community,
contributing to peace, friend-
ship and cooperation in there-
gion and the world.

In their economic develop-
ment and national construc-
tion, the Vietnamese people
have recorded significant
achievements. From being an
underdeveloped and devas-

tated nation, Vietnam has be-
come a role model for
development and an active,
sincere and reliable partner of
all nations. In the Human De-
velopment Report 2010, the
U.N.ranked Vietnam as one of
the best countries with im-
pressive progress in gross na-
tional income. The World Bank
has announced that Vietnam
has successfully transformed
itself from one of the poorest
countries in the world, with
per capita income below $100,
into a lower-middle-income
nation through a quarter of a
century of economic reforms
(Doi Moi) with per capita in-
come of over $2,000 by the end
of2014. Indeed, since its com-
prehensive national reform
launched in 1986, Vietnam has
maintained an average GDP
growth rate of 7.3 percent,
which is relatively high in the
region. In particular, GDP per
capita increased twentyfold
and the poverty rate decreased
from 58 percent in 1993 to 1.9
percent in 2014.

Together with significant
improvements in people’s liv-
ing standards, the role and po-
sition of Vietnam in the
international arena have been

Exchanges pave
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economic progress
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Alliance and on behalf of all
members of the alliance, I
would like to extend my
warmest congratulations to
the government and people
of Vietnam. Over the past 70
years, Vietham and its people
have accomplished astonish-
ing feats that have won the
world’s admiration. On its
current course of economic
reforms and national devel-
opment, Vietnam continues
to make remarkable achieve-
ments as its regional and in-
ternational stature rises ever
higher.

I am happy to see the vi-
brant friendship between
Vietnam and Japan deepen-
ing and encompassing a wide
range of areas. Following the
establishment of our strate-
gic partnership in 2009, dur-
ing the state visit of President
Truong Tan Sang and his wife
to Japan, the leaders of our
two countries have agreed to
upgrade bilateral relations to
an extensive strategic part-
nership. Two months ago, at
the invitation of Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
attend the seventh Mekong-

Japan Summit, Prime Minis-
ter Nguyen Tan Dung and a
high-level Vietnamese dele-
gation embarked on an offi-
cial visit to Japan where the
leaders engaged in substan-
tive discussions and reaching
many important agreements.
These activities embody the
remarkable developments in
bilateral relations over the
last few years. It also stands
as a testament to the trust be-
tween both sides and their
determination to further pro-
mote Japan-Vietnam rela-
tions.

Japan and Vietnam have
long shared common social
and cultural values. Today,
our two countries share stra-
tegic viewpoints and inter-
ests. Faced with common
economic and security chal-
lenges, we are working pro-
actively and closely with each
other for national develop-
ment to contribute to peace,
stability and development in
the region. In that spirit, the
Japan-Vietnam Parliamen-
tary Friendship Alliance, a
close friend of Vietnam, will
make every effort to strength-
en and promote this relation-
ship between our two
countries. We will also do our
best to support Vietnam in its
development endeavors.

Amid images of Vietnam-
ese lotus flowers blooming in
Wakayama Prefecture, and
with thoughts of our Viet-
namese friends admiring Oga
lotuses in Vietnam, it is my
firm belief that the our peo-
ple will treasure and care for
the Japan-Vietnam friend-
ship and cooperation.

continuously consolidated.
With regard to external eco-
nomic relations and interna-
tional trade, Vietnam has
ranked in the top 30 of world
exporters. By 2013, Vietnam-
ese commodities have been
exported to 220 countries and
territories with total trade
turnover increasing 170 times
compared to 1986. Foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) into
Vietnam has also constantly
increased in terms of total cap-
ital, numbers, scale of projects
and other areas. All of the
mentioned  achievements
showcase the successful re-
form and international eco-
nomic integration policies of
Vietnam.

In national development
and construction, Vietnam is
glad to see that the cooperative
relationship with Japan,
founded during the early days
of the reform process, contin-
ue to blossom. The two coun-
tries are now enjoying a
better-than-ever relationship,
which can be described as
being as beautiful as the
mankai no sakura (blossom-
ing Japanese cherry tree). In-
deed, the two countries have
become each other’s impor-

tant partner in all fields, in-
cluding politics, diplomacy,
economics, trade, investment,
development assistance, as
well as security and defense.
Both Vietnam and Japan have
regularly exchanged high-lev-
el visits and meetings at the
parliamentary, cabinet and
local levels, facilitating dia-
logue mechanisms on poten-
tial cooperative links, which
comprehensively tighten the
relationship of the two part-
ners. We have also worked
closely and actively with each
other atboth international and
regional forums such as the
Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC), the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), the Asia-
Europe Meeting (ASEM) and
the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP).

In 2009, Vietnam and Japan
officially recognized each
other as “strategic partners”
and later lifted the bilateral re-
lationship to an “extensive
strategic partnership” in 2014.
This development is the show-
piece of the high level of po-
litical trust between our two
countries. Over the pastyears,
the president and the prime

minister of Vietham have in
turn paid official visits to
Japan. Likewise, it was not ran-
dom that Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe chose Vietnam for
his very first official visit over-
seas after taking office at the
end of 2012. This is clear evi-
dence of the consensus on
both sides to further promote
the bilateral relationship.
With respect to economic
relations, Japan is the largest
overseas development assis-
tance (ODA) donor for Viet-
nam and a top FDI investor
and trade partner of Vietnam.
Alarge number of strategic in-
frastructure projects in Viet-
nam such as bridges, highways,
airports, seaports, hospitals
and more have been complet-
ed thanks to ODA and FDI
from Japan, significantly con-
tributing to the industrializa-
tion and modernization of the
country. Bilateral trade turn-
over has grown 23 times from
1995 to 2014. Particularly,
many Japanese businesses are
making profits and continue to
expand their investment in
Vietnam. Also worthy of note
is the fact that there are more
than 30,000 Vietnamese stu-
dents and nearly 40,000 Viet-

namese trainees in Japan. This
will surely be one of the essen-
tial factors fostering the long-
lasting cooperative
relationship between the two
countries.

The harmonious and strong
relationship between Vietham
and Japan is based on favor-
able complimentary condi-
tions from both sides. Vietham
has a hardworking, young
labor force and is rich with
natural resources while Japan
has the advantage oflarge cap-
ital, management capabilities
and technology innovations. I
therefore strongly believe that
the mutually beneficial rela-
tionship between our two na-
tions will unceasingly prosper
for many years to come.

In the joy of celebrating the
70th anniversary of the Na-
tional Day of Vietnam, I would
like to extend my sincerest
gratitude to the government
and people of Japan for their
valuable support and cooper-
ation over the years. I also
hope that the Vietnam-Japan
relationship continues to grow
and contribute to the peace,
stability and prosperity of the
two countries, the region and
the world.

Bilateral activities contribute to strong bonds
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working through our members in a di-
versity of fields, the FEC has been car-
rying out international exchanges

National Day.

The relationship between Vietham
and Japan has become even closer
during the past decade. In this regard,

On behalf of the Inter-
national Friendship Ex-
change Council (FEC), |
| would like to extend
my heartfelt congratu-
lations to the govern-
ment and people of the
Socialist Republic of
Vietnam on the occa-
sion of the 70th Anniversary of their

between Vietnam and Japan not only
in the field of economics, but also in
such fields as culture, health, educa-
tion and the environment. | am delight-
ed to note that the FEC for the fifth
consecutive year will send a delega-
tion to Vietnam this November, its 10th
such delegation. With this upcoming
visit, | am very certain that we will be
able to further promote mutual under-
standing and cooperation in various
fields. Through these many activities, |
am convinced that the result has been
the establishment of strong ties be-
tween our two countries.

| sincerely hope the strategic part-
nership between Vietnam and Japan
in a wide range of areas will further
strengthen the strong relationship
and trust between the people of our
two countries and will be an impor-
tant key for the promotion of peace
and stability in Asia and the Pacific
region. As chairman of the FEC, |
would like to reaffirm the FEC's re-
solve to continue to work hard, even
harder than before, to strengthen our
close relationship.

In closing, | would like to express my
great expectations for the continued
development and progress of Vietnam
and its people as well as for the deep-
ening of our mutual relationship.
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