Philippine President’s Visit

President’s inaugural visit affirms strategic partnership
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Since the nor-
malization of
Philippine-Ja-
pan relations
in July 1956,
reciprocal vis-
its and dia-
logues at the
highest levels
have  been
among the hallmarks of our bi-
lateral ties, shaping and pro-
viding momentum to one of
Asia’s strongest bilateral rela-
tionships.

With the recent elevation of
relations to a full-fledged stra-
tegic partnership, such high-
level visits and leader-level
meetings have not only in-
creased in frequency, but also
yielded tangible and substan-
tial outcomes. In the process,
they have become occasions
for affirming and underscoring
the mutually beneficial coop-
eration, and the shared values
and perspectives that bind the

Philippines and Japan.

Itis therefore auspicious that,
as we mark the 60th anniversa-
ry of normalized ties, President
Rodrigo Duterte of the Republic
of the Philippinesis in Japan on
an official visit upon the invita-
tion of H.E. Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe from Oct. 25 to 27.
The prime minister first extend-
ed his invitation in his congrat-
ulatory letter to the president
upon the latter’s election. The
president accepted the invita-
tion on the occasion of their first
meeting, which took place in
Vientiane, Laos, on Sept. 6. Itis
President Duterte’s first visit to
Japan since assuming office on
June 30.

The government of Japan
sincerely welcomes the visit of
the president and hopes it will
further strengthen the friendly
relations between Japan and
the Republic of the Philip-
pines.

During his stay in Japan, the
president is expected to make
a state call on His Majesty Em-
peror Akihito, who justlast Jan-
uary undertook a successful
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and historic state visit to the
Philippines together with Her
Majesty Empress Michiko. It is
the president’s first opportuni-
ty to meet His Majesty, and the
president is expected to bring
with him the felicitations and
bestwishes of the Filipino peo-
ple for Their Imperial Majesties.

The president is also sched-
uled to hold his second sum-
mit meeting in less than two
months with Prime Minister
Abe, who will host a dinner in
his honor.

At their first meeting, the
prime minister assured the
president of Japan’s commit-
ment to the socioeconomic de-
velopment of the Philippines,
to the advancement of the two
countries’ defense cooperation
and the provision of quality in-
frastructure to the Philippines.
The forthcoming meeting be-
tween the two leaders is ex-
pected to further the two
countries’ traditionally close
and deep engagement across
a wide scope of endeavors,
spanning the fields of security,
economic and developmental
cooperation, Japanese high-
quality infrastructure support,
law enforcement cooperation,
maritime capability-improve-
ment assistance for the Philip-
pines and various other forms
of capacity-building assistance
through overseas development
assistance.

Japanese support for peace
and development programs in
Mindanao, the island from
which the president hails, is
also expected to figure promi-
nently in the discussions, to-
gether with the special history
of friendship of the president’s
home city of Davao with Japan.
Japan'’s role in supporting the
peace process and the devel-
opment of Mindanao has been
peerless. The president himself
has acknowledged on numer-
ous occasions the important
contributions Japan has made

to the island. The president’s
visit is expected to see Japan
further raise its level of engage-
ment with the Philippines in
supporting Mindanao and re-
alizing the great promise of the
island and adjoining areas in
the southern Philippines.

The president plans to have
the occasion to meet an en-
thusiastic and charged audi-
ence of over a thousand
Filipinos residing in Japan in
what is expected to be an
emotional gathering. Like
many other expatriate Filipi-
nos around the world, Filipi-
nos in Japan, who voted
overwhelmingly for President
Duterte in the last presidential
elections, are passionate
about their new leader.

With the Philippines riding
the wave of sustained and re-
cord economic growth, the dy-
namism of economic, business
and people-to-people ex-
changes will continue to be
central to both countries’
shared future. Economic and
business engagement remains
the most active, dynamic and
visible pillar of Philippine-Ja-
pan bilateral interaction. Ac-
cordingly, the president is
expected to participate in a full
economic agenda over the
course of two days. He plans to
address and meet with the
creme de la creme of corporate
Japan, and witness the conclu-
sion of new and solid foreign
direct investment commit-
ments that promise to buttress
his administration’s economic
program for the Philippines.

Doubtless, the president’s
sojourn to Japan — a country
with which the Philippines has
traditionally shared the values
of mutual respect, cooperation
and adherence to the rule of
law — constitutes another high
point for the ongoing celebra-
tion of the 60th year of normal-
ized Philippine-Japan relations.
It will be an opportunity to

highlight Japan’s standing not
just as a trusted and depend-
able friend, but also as the Phil-
ippines’ pre-eminent partner.
Above all, it will set the tone for
the future of our ties, opening
new doors for the further cul-
tivation of the Philippine-Japan
strategic partnership, molding
itinto one that serves the inter-
ests of every Filipino and the
interests of the larger region.

On behalf of the Filipino
community in Japan, the Em-
bassy of the Republic of the
Philippines in Tokyo welcomes
the president on his official
visit to Japan.
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