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Micronesia Independence Day

Joint efforts made toward
strengthening relations

John Fritz
AMBASSADOR OF THE FEDERATED
STATES OF MICRONESIA

On the occa-
sion of the
30th Anniver-
sary of the In-
dependence
of the Feder-
ated States of
Micronesia, 1
am most
pleased to
convey, on behalf of H.E. Pres-
ident Peter M. Christian, the
leaders and people of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia
(FSM), most profound and
heartfelt felicitation to Their
Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko. To them and
the members of the Imperial
family, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, as well as the leaders and
people of Japan, I extend our
bestwishes for continued good
health, peace and prosperity in
the years to come.

It is also with great plea-
sure that I extend warm greet-
ings to all the FSM citizens
and our many friends in
Japan and throughout the
Asian region. I extend our
most sincere appreciation to
the many friends and sup-
porters of the FSM in Japan
for their tremendous assis-
tance in promoting and
maintaining the good and
strong friendly relationship
between our peoples.

Bilateral ties
As we celebrate the 30th an-
niversary of our independence
and in reflecting back on the
years since the FSM formalized
diplomatic ties with Japan, I
want to recognize and ac-
knowledge the tremendous
support that Japan has contrib-
uted toward expanding and
strengthening the goodwill
and kizuna, or ties, between
our two countries and our peo-
ples.

Japan was the first Asian
country to recognize and for-
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malize relations with the FSM
and since then the FSM has
been benefitting from and is,
therefore, grateful for the gov-
ernment of Japan’s official de-
velopment assistance, which
has contributed positively to
the overall development of the
FSM.

This assistance has contrib-
uted toward the development
and expansion of some of our
basic infrastructure such as
airports, roads, utilities, ports
and harbors, health and edu-
cational facilities, as well as fa-
cilities supporting our fishing
industry. Its technical assis-
tance programs, which include
dispatching of technical ex-
perts under the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
Senior Volunteer and the Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volun-

Exchanges increase
on multiple levels

Keiji Furuya

CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-MICRONESIA
PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP
LEAGUE

On behalf of the Japan-Micro-
nesia Parliamentary Friend-
ship League, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations to
H.E. President Peter M. Chris-
tian, the government, the
congress and the people of
the Federated States of Micro-
nesia (FSM) on the occasion
of the 30th Anniversary of
their country’s Indepen-
dence.

Iam very pleased to see the
FSM, a friend that has histor-
ic and cultural ties with Japan,
developing steadily since its
independence. Exchanges be-
tween the two countries have
been growing briskly not only
at the government level, but
also at the people-to-people
and private levels. This con-
vinces me that the friendly re-
lationship between the two
nations is more solid than
ever.

Since I became chairman of
the Japan-Micronesia Friend-
ship Parliamentary League in
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2013, I have
given much
thought as
to how the
league can
help the
Japanese
people be-
come better
acquainted
with  the
beautiful nature and friendly
people of the FSV, a group of
self-governing islands in the
western Pacific. I trust that, to
some degree, this has been at-
tained through the various ex-
change programs that the two
countries have been carrying
out over the years.

As a developing island na-
tion in the Pacific region, the
FSM needs to overcome a
host of challenges to make au-
tonomous economic prog-
ress. It is my hope that the
FSM will show leadership for
the peace and progress of the
region and continue to extend
its cooperation with Japan in
many areas.

May the Federated States
of Micronesia prosper fur-
ther.

teers programs and the Over-
seas Fisheries Cooperation
Foundation projects, have con-
tributed significantly to our de-
velopment efforts.

Not only has the govern-
ment of Japan been forthcom-
ing with respect to grant aid
and other forms of assistance,
but the FSM has also been re-
ceiving consistent support
from the private sector and
non-government organiza-
tions that have positively im-
pacted on the economic and
social lives of our people.
These contributions and assis-
tance are most profoundly ap-
preciated and valued.

Economic relations

Additionally, our public and
private sectors continue to
collaborate in exploring new

and innovative ways to get
the optimal value from the
FSM'’s unique set of resourc-
es.
Ourregulatory framework is
established to ensure rule of
law and standards, providing a
welcoming and friendly envi-
ronment for additional invest-
ment in the FSM by Japanese
firms to complement the con-
tributions and assistance Japan
has been providing. The FSM
welcomes and prioritizes in-
vestment in the fisheries, tour-
ism, agriculture and new and
renewable energy sectors. Val-
ue-adding investments in the
first three areas are very much
encouraged.

We are very much buoyed
not only by Japan’s continued
involvement in the develop-
ment of our fisheries sector,
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but also importantly by Japa-
nese fisheries companies’
physical presence through
joint ventures. As fisheries re-
main the most promising rev-
enue-generating sector, and
one of the most important
pillars of our diplomacy with
Japan, it is imperative for
both countries to continue
working together to expand
and strengthen the collabor-
ative efforts that have been

Critical player in Pacific region

Takahiro Kitano
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN PACIFIC ISLANDS
ASSOCIATION

I express my heartfelt con-
gratulations on the 30th An-
niversary of the Independence
of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia (FSM). I also pay my
respect and appreciation for
the tremendous contribution
to fostering friendship and
goodwill between Japan and
the FSM for many years to His
Excellency Ambassador John
Fritz.

Since its independence, the
FSM has been an extremely
important and friendly nation
for our country as a neighbor
in the Pacific Ocean and as a

country with
a history of
ties to Japan
that  hosts
r generations

-~  of Japanese
descendants.

- < Because of

i‘ these impor-

tant connec-

tions, not only has the
Japanese government, but
also us in the private sector,
in full force have promoted a
wide variety of activities to
deepen exchanges in the peo-
ple, cultural and economic
fields. This milestone of 30
years is a joy for us if the cur-
rent bilateral ties and strong
bonds are the fruits of such
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past activities.

The importance of the roles
played by island states have
grown day by day in recent
years in the areas of marine
resources, environmental is-
sues and security in interna-
tional relations regarding the
Pacific Ocean. Therefore, we
continue to support further
the development and pros-
perity of the FSM. Further-
more, we are determined to
make additional efforts to
more greatly strengthen bilat-
eral ties with the Federated
States of Micronesia.

The ruins of Na Mal, aclty on the island c:f Pohnpl,

exerted in this area.

We also welcome the good
people of Japan to our shores
to share with us the joy of our
beautiful, safe and comfort-
able haven for their rest, rec-
reation and relaxation.
Tourism is a thriving industry
in the FSM and we invite in-
vestors and visitors who will
seek out and appreciate the
beauty of the islands while
keeping intact the unique
cultures and the natural
beauties of the land and sea.

Grass-roots interactions
Over the course of the past
years, we have witnessed in-
creasing exchange visits by
high-ranking officials and po-
litical leaders of both coun-
tries. We are also encouraged
by increasing interactions at
the grass-roots and people-
to-people levels, including
youth and student exchange
programs between our two
countries, and Japan’s in-
volvement in our human re-
sources capacity building.
With these past and ongoing
interactions, we strongly be-
lieve these activities demon-
strate that the historic
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Hoping to strengthen
the people-to-people relationship
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partnership of the FSM and
Japan continues to be vibrant
and extremely beneficial.

Multilateral activities
This year also marks the 25th
anniversary of the FSM’s be-
coming a member of the U.N.
The FSM has committed and
will continue to collaborate
with all members and partners
on challenges facing the U.N.,
including climate change,
global crises and U.N. reform.
The FSM welcomes the impor-
tant progress made in the rati-
fication of the Paris Agreement,
which enables its early entry
into force before the end of
2016.

For a relationship to be dy-
namic and lasting, it must be
mutually beneficial. The FSM
has considered Japan and its
people among its close friends
and strong supporters and it
has consistently supported Ja-
pan’s candidatures for impor-
tant posts at the U.N. and other
international organizations.
Both countries have also col-
laborated closely on issues of
importance to the region and

Japan through multilateral ar-
rangements and the Pacific Is-
land Forum (PIF).

We are encouraged by Ja-
pan’s commitment for en-
hancing cooperation and
pursuing a new vision for Ja-
pan’s diplomacy toward the
Pacificisland countries. As the
current chair of the PIF, the
FSM is committed to work
with Japan in promoting Ja-
pan-PIF relations.

Conclusion

The people and government
of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia take pride in their
historic and traditional link
with the people of Japan that
goes back over a century. We
sincerely welcome the oppor-
tunity to further strengthen
and enhance the friendlyrela-
tions that our two peoples
have come to enjoy over the
years.

Itis my belief that a relation-
ship based on mutual under-
standing and true friendship
will be a lasting one that our
people can benefit from and be
proud of.
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