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Honorary Consulate of
the Kingdom of Cambodia in Fukuoka

Nishinippon Shimbun Building 15th Floor
1-4-1 Tenjin, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka-shi, Fukuoka 810-0001

Tel: 092-717-1255  Fax: 092-717-1021
HP: http://www.fukuoka-cambodia.jp/

The Honorary Consulate of the Kingdom of Cambodia in Fukuoka is 
honored to have developed the following activities:
❖ Visa issuance
❖ Promotion of Japanese tourism according to the agreement between the Royal 

Government of Cambodia and the Honorary Consulate of Cambodia in Fukuoka
❖ Organizing cultural events in Fukuoka to showcase Cambodian arts and culture
❖ Introduction of Cambodia to the young people in the Kyushu and Okinawa regions 

to promote their interest in building bridges between Japan and Cambodia

Haruhisa Handa
Honorary Consul of

the Kingdom of Cambodia in Fukuoka,
Advisor to the Royal Government of Cambodia

with the rank of Senior Minister

        Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of the 63rd Anniversary of
Cambodia’s Independence on 9th November 2016

Cambodia National Day

Prince Norodom Sihanouk (second from right) meets Emperor Hirohito (right), Empress Nagako 
(third from right) and then-Crown Prince Akihito (standing) during his visit to Japan in December 
1955.  Embassy of Cambodia

King Norodom Sihamoni of Cambodia (right) and Emperor 
Akihito and Empress Michiko get together following a welcome 
ceremony at the Imperial Palace on May 17, 2010, in Tokyo, 
during His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni’s state visit to 
strengthen the bilateral relationship between the two 
countries.  Embassy of Cambodia

Their Majesties Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko 
welcomed His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni on May 17, 
2010, during his state visit.  Embassy of Cambodia

His Majesty King Norodom 
Sihamoni

Chea Kimtha
Ambassador of Cambodia

The Kingdom 
of Cambodia 
marks her 
Anniversary 
of Indepen-
dence from 
France on 
Nov. 9 every 
year. Cambo-
dia was a 

French protectorate for 90 
years and achieved full inde-
pendence on Nov. 9, 1953, 
through the eminent efforts of 
His Majesty the late King Fa-
ther Norodom Sihanouk. 

As Cambodia joyfully cele-
brates the 63rd anniversary of 
national independence this year 
with all of her citizens, I would 
like to convey the warmest greet-
ings and sincerest best wishes of 
His Majesty the King of Cambo-
dia Norodom Sihamoni, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen and the peo-
ple of Cambodia to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor 
Akihito, Empress Michiko and 
the Imperial family, His Excel-
lency Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and the great people of 
Japan.

The Late King Father was con-

sidered the founder of Cambo-
dia-Japan relations. His Majesty 
was the first King in Asia to visit 
Japan in April 1953 after World 
War II. During his visit to Japan 
in 1955, the House of Represen-
tatives of Japan passed a resolu-
tion of appreciation for 
Cambodia’s renouncement of 
compensation from Japan for 
damages during World War II 
and highly appreciated the Late 
King Father’s wisdom and broad 
vision and his deep personal 

feeling of sympathy toward Jap-
anese people for this noble in-
tention. In the spirit of this 
historical event, the Late King 
Father and then-Foreign Minis-
ter Mamoru Shigemitsu signed 
the Japan-Cambodia Treaty of 
Amity on Dec. 9, 1955, to show 
the solidarity between the peo-
ple of Japan and Cambodia. 

Inheriting the foreign policy 
legacy from the Late King Fa-
ther, King Norodom Sihamoni 
has definitely continued to fur-
ther strengthen the relation-
ship of amity between both 
countries for the years ahead.   

Since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the 
two countries in 1953, and the 
early 1990s in particular, Japan 
played an active role in the 
peace-building process in Cam-
bodia during the implementa-
tion of the 1991 Paris Accords 
such as the first-ever contribu-
tions overseas by Japan’s Self-
Defense Forces as part of U.N. 
peacekeeping operations. Japan 
was one of the major contribu-
tors to Cambodia’s post-war re-
construction. This year marks 
the 25th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Paris Accords, which 
offered a comprehensive politi-
cal settlement of the Cambodian 
conflict signed by Cambodia and 
18 other nations in the presence 
of the U.N. secretary-general. 

After the 1993 general elec-
tions, Japan has again played 
a key role in offering a variety 
of support to the reconstruc-
tion and development of Cam-
bodia such as infrastructure 
construction and rehabilita-
tion, including roads, irriga-
tion systems and three major 
bridges (the Chroy Changvar, 
Kizuna and Neak Loeung, or 
Tsubasa, bridges). Japan also 
provided technical support 
and financial assistance in im-
proving public finance man-
agement, legal and judicial 
reforms, gender equality and 
electoral reforms; cooperation 
in the conservation and resto-
ration of the Angkor site; con-
tribution toward the 

extraordinary chambers in the 
courts of Cambodia and more.   

Additionally, Japan has been 
working closely with the Cam-
bodian government to 
strengthen human resource 
development through various 
training and internship pro-
grams and scholarships. The 
Japanese government offers 
scholarships for 24 Cambodian 
officials every year under its 
Human Resource Develop-
ment Scholarship program to 
undertake postgraduate study 
in Japan. Japan has also pro-
vided strong support for the 
healthcare system in Cambo-
dia. Japan provided $11.5 mil-
lion in grant aid in March 2014 
to implement the project for 
the expansion of the National 
Maternal and Child Health 
Center. Meanwhile, the Sun-
rise Japan Hospital Phnom 
Penh, built with $35 million, 
opened in Cambodia’s capital 
of Phnom Penh on Sept. 21.

Now, Japan has promoted 
the Cambodian government’s 
efforts to encourage more Jap-
anese companies to invest in 
Cambodia. Japan was the 
third-largest foreign investor in 
2015, and Japanese investment 
ranges from imports and ex-
ports, tourism, factories, con-
sulting and real estate services, 
to agriculture and construc-
tion. The number of Japanese 
business registrations in Cam-
bodia has also surged, with 
about 250 Japanese companies 
registering with Cambodia’s 
Ministry of Commerce in 2015. 

On behalf of the government 
and people of Cambodia, I 
would like to express my pro-
found gratitude and deep ap-
preciation to the people and 
government of Japan for the 
constant technical and finan-
cial support for reconstruction 
and socioeconomic develop-
ment in Cambodia. 

The deep bond of friendship 
between Cambodia and Japan 
has expanded and further 
grown every year since the two 
countries historically upgrad-

ed the bilateral relations from 
a new partnership to a strategic 
partnership in December 2013, 
when Japan and Cambodia 
celebrated the 60th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations. 

This year brings about two 
important events that serve as 
a great showcase of our strate-
gic partnership to further 
strengthen the relationship be-
tween two countries. On 
March 29, Cambodia and 
Japan signed an agreement on 
establishing a sister-city rela-
tionship between Phnom Penh 
and the city of Kitakyushu. The 
establishment of a sister-city 
alliance was followed by Cam-
bodia’s prime minister visiting 
Abe’s hometown of Shimono-
seki on July 5, 2015. In July, in 
a bilateral meeting between 
our prime ministers on the 
sidelines of the 11th Asia-Eu-
rope Meeting in Mongolia, Abe 
pointed out that the sister-city 
agreement would strengthen 
the relationship between the 
two countries at all levels. 

On Sept. 1, All Nippon Air-
ways launched direct flights for 
the first time between Narita 
International Airport and 
Phnom Penh. The direct flights 
will see more people traveling 
between our two countries, re-
gardless of purposes of their vis-
its, and attract more Japanese 
investors and companies to 
Cambodia. This is expected to 
contribute to the development 
of the country and the promo-
tion of economic, cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges to 
deepen mutual understanding 
between our peoples.   

In their bilateral meeting in 
Mongolia, our prime ministers 
also emphasized that the direct 
flights would further advance 
the relationship between the 
two countries at all levels and 
contribute to growth in tour-
ism and investment between 
the two countries. 

These events have raised the 
prospect that the relations be-
tween the two countries will 

strengthen far into the future.
For more than two decades 

since the general elections in 
1993, Cambodia, under the wise 
and able leadership of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, has main-
tained peace, stability and sus-
tainable economic development, 
and has undergone major trans-
formation from a war-torn and 
least-developed country to a 
high-growth country with an in-
credible annual average growth 
rate of 7.7 percent over the last 
two decades, supported by the 
key drivers such as rice and the 
garment and tourism sectors 
that have reached their highest 
potential of growth. The World 
Bank projects that Cambodia 
will maintain its economic 
growth at 7 percent this year, 
compared to 6.9 percent in its 
previous estimate. 

These sound achievements 
have been made possible due 
to the firm implementation of 
the government’s “Rectangular 
Strategy,” which continues to 

create a favorable environment 
and necessary conditions for 
Cambodia to move confident-
ly forward on a journey of re-
form and development. 

Under the direction of Prime 

Minister Hun Sen, Cambodia 
has moved fast to implement 
economic and policy reforms 
that increase the competitive-
ness and transparency of doing  

Friendly bond remains amid socioeconomic growth

Continued on page 77
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Respectfully greeted from:
H.E. Ms. Chea Kimtha, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of the Kingdom of Cambodia to Japan
Mr. Hideo Yamada, Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Osaka and Spouse 
Mr. Seiki Takada, Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Nagoya and Spouse 

Mr. Seiroku Takizawa, Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Hokkaido and Spouse

Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of the 63rd Anniversary of 
Cambodia’s Independence on 9th November 2016

念佛宗 三寶山 無量壽寺 Nenbutsushu Sampozan Muryojuji Buddhist Sect of  Japan http://www.nenbutsushu.or.jp
http://www.royalgrandhall.jp「 佛 教 之 王 堂 」 The Royal Grand Hall of  Buddhism
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Kazuhiko Egashira, President

Cambodia National Day

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe held a meeting with Prime Minister Hun Sen on the sidelines of the 11th Asia-Europe Meeting in 
Mongolia on July 16.  Embassy of Cambodia

A signing ceremony establishing a sister-city relationship between Phnom Penh and Kitakyushu took place in the Japanese city 
on March 29.  Embassy of Cambodia

Takeo Hiranuma
Chairman, Japan-Cambodia Friendship League of 
Lawmakers

I would like to convey my 
congratulations on the oc-
casion of Cambodia’s 63rd 
Anniversary of Indepen-
dence on Nov. 9.

Cambodia has His Majes-
ty King Norodom Shihamo-
ni as the center of the 
nation, while Japan has 
built its history with the em-

peror being the symbol of people’s unity. I 
wholeheartedly hope that the mutual trust 
and friendship will further deepen between 
our two countries, which are constitutional 
monarchies with a long history among na-
tions in Asia.

I express my sincerest respect for Cambo-
dia, which has achieved remarkable develop-
ment with foreign firms accelerating their 

advance into the country thanks to the 
steady character of the people and various 
government policies.

Surrounded by rich nature, Cambodia and 
Japan are “countries of water.” People can 
drink tap water straight from the faucet; 
something that is not so common in the 
world. The city of Kitakyushu’s Waterworks 
Bureau has provided assistance to water 
supply improvement projects in Cambodia. I 
honestly think it’s amazing that people from 
both countries shared the burden and the de-
light in completing the work; the projects 
were not achieved through one-way aid.

I’m convinced that further cementing the 
bilateral ties united with affection and friend-
ship in various fields, as well as promoting 
co-existence and co-prosperity, will lead to 
stability and future prosperity of the whole 
of Southeast Asia.

I wish for good health for His Majesty King 
Norodom Shihamoni, as well as the success 
and growth of the Cambodian people.

Working together for future prosperity of S.E. Asia

business in the country. Some 
of these include the recent de-
velopment and launch of the In-
dustrial Development Plan 
2015-2025 to increase the com-
petitiveness of Cambodia and to 
raise the status of Cambodia to 
a middle-income country by 
2030. It is an initiative to ensure 
the continuing transformation 
of the Cambodian economy and 
to maintain healthy economic 
growth with a clear structure. 
This policy will diversify the 
economy, decrease dependence 
on our traditional sectors of gar-
ments, tourism and agriculture, 
while encouraging direct foreign 
investment into the value-added 
segments of agribusiness, food 
processing, component assem-
bly and light manufacturing. It 
will also strengthen our com-
petitiveness and enhance our 
productivity, which is a key for 
developing countries.

To further promote foreign di-
rect investment and make Cam-
bodia an attractive location for 
Asian and global investors, the 

government of Cambodia estab-
lished an investment law that al-
lows foreign investors to put up 
to 100 percent of their capital in 
an investment project and pro-
vides other investment incen-
tives such as a corporate tax of 
20 percent, up to nine years of 
tax holidays and full import duty 
exemption. In addition to the in-
vestment incentives, companies 
could also enjoy investment 
guarantees, including non-con-
trol on the pricing of the prod-
ucts and services made and 
provided by any company, no 
nationalization, no restriction on 
foreign exchange convertibility 
and the free remittance of for-
eign currencies. Furthermore, 
Cambodia benefits from the 
generalized system of preferenc-
es from many countries and an 
Everything-But-Arms agreement 
with the European Union, which 
allows quota-free and duty-free 
export of Cambodian-made 
products to the EU. 

Besides the investment sector, 
the European Council on Tour-
ism and Trade has awarded 

Cambodia the “World’s Best 
Tourist Destination 2016” award 
along with the declaration of 
“Cambodia as a Popular Cultur-
al Destination in 2016.” Cambo-
dia possesses richness of culture, 
history, vast natural resources 
along with beaches that have 
also been named the world’s 
most beautiful. Cambodia is also 
home to the temple of Angkor, 
which is a heritage of humanity, 
the temple of Preah Vihear, 
which is of outstanding universal 
value, and thousands of other 
temples across the country.

In this regard, I wish to sin-
cerely invite Japanese tourists 
and investors to visit, explore, 
and evaluate the vast business 
and investment opportunities in 
our country. 

We are justifiably proud of 
what Cambodia has accom-
plished in the past few years in 
preparation for the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Economic Commu-
nity (AEC) and believe that our 
small nation with her huge po-
tential, young population, stable 

political environment, leader-
ship and central geographic lo-
cation is set to play a major role 
in the AEC. Cambodia, as a small 
and open economy, has imple-
mented 95.6 percent of the AEC 
blueprint. The government has 
established a task force to review 
and to reduce, to the maximum, 
the non-tariff measures.

The establishment of the 
AEC has contributed signifi-
cantly in reducing the poverty 
rate, improving the overall well-
being of the peoples of ASEAN, 
narrowing the development 
gap between the old and the 
new ASEAN member states, 
strengthening economic devel-
opment and expanding intra-
ASEAN trade and investment. 
Cambodia and other ASEAN 
member states are committed 
to continue the process of deep-
ening economic integration 
through the adoption of the 
AEC Blueprint 2025. This is an 
ambitious plan that will create 
a highly integrated and cohe-
sive economy, a competitive, 
innovative and dynamic 

ASEAN, enhance connectivity 
and sectorial cooperation and 
build a resilient, inclusive, peo-
ple-oriented and people-cen-
tered global ASEAN.

Although Cambodia is the 
youngest member of ASEAN, we 
have contributed to the success 
of and benefited from the AEC. 
With our success story to share 
with the world, the World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) has decid-
ed to organize a WEF meeting on 
ASEAN in Cambodia in 2017. We 
are very honored to be the host 
country and we are looking for-
ward to welcoming you to our 
“Kingdom of Wonder” next year.

In closing, once again, I would 
like to extend my sincere thanks 
to The Japan Times for giving me 
this excellent opportunity to ad-
dress its many readers.

Emphasis on enhancing competitiveness, productivity
Continued from page 6

PAGE: 7



8  The Japan Times  Monday, November 7, 2016

Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of

the 63rd Anniversary of

Cambodia’s Independence

on 9th November 2016

Non-Stop Flight
Narita-Phnom Penh
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Wish to keep on contributing to 
Cambodia’s economic and cultural development

Chairman of SATHAPANA BANK PLC.: Han Chang-Woo, Ph.D
No. 83, Preah Norodom Boulevard, Sangkat Phsar Thmey 3, Khan Daun Penh, 

Phnom Penh Capital, Cambodia
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AJINOMOTO (CAMBODIA) CO., LTD.
Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone (PPSEZ)

National Road No.4, Khan Posenchey, Phnom Penh,
Kingdom of Cambodia

TEL: +855-23-729 391～396   FAX：+855-23-729 397
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Hiroshima ASEAN Association
http://www.hiroshima-asean.org
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Cambodia National Day

Shinichi Kitaoka
President, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency

On behalf of the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), I would like to con-
gratulate the 
people of the 
Kingdom of 
Cambodia as 
the country 
celebrates its 
63 years of 
I n d e p e n -
dence. 

JICA’s co-
o p e r a t i o n 
with Cambodia dates back to 
1965, with the dispatch of our 
first Japan Overseas Coopera-
tion Volunteers to the coun-
try. Since then, we have 
supported Cambodia’s devel-
opment in various areas, in-
cluding infrastructure and 
human capacity building, for 
more than half a century.

This year, Japan and Cam-
bodia reached another re-
markable milestone. Phnom 
Penh, the capital of Cambo-
dia, and Kitakyushu, one of 
the largest cities in southern 
Japan, established a sister-city 
alliance. Additionally, Japan 
and Cambodia initiated direct 
flights between the two coun-
tries in September.

In the early stages of JICA’s 
cooperation with Cambodia, 
JICA’s assistance focused on 
rebuilding the country’s shat-
tered economy and social sys-
tems. One of JICA’s projects, 
now internationally recog-
nized as the “Miracle of 
Phnom Penh,” worked to re-
cover water supply systems in 
Cambodia that were de-
stroyed during Cambodia’s 
civil war in 1993. Kitakyushu 
has played a vital role since 
1999 in this effort by dispatch-
ing experts to the Phnom 
Penh Water Supply Authority. 

Through this collaboration, 
JICA learned how to better 
support Phnom Penh and 
Kitakyushu to work together 
to address more challenges 
based on their shared respon-
sibility and respect. The suc-
cess of providing safe water at 
a low cost to the communities 
of Phnom Penh has now en-
couraged JICA to expand as-
sistance to other large 
provincial cities. We are very 
delighted that this relation-
ship built over the course of 
more than 20 years has now 
been officially recognized by 
a sister-city alliance.

As global issues become 
more complex, it is clear that 
partnering with the private 
sector is pivotal in achieving 
our vision of inclusive and dy-
namic development. The 
launch of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations Eco-
nomic Community has reiter-
ated the significance of 

Cambodia’s strategic location 
in the global economy. 
Through the initiation of di-
rect flights between Japan and 
Cambodia, we hope to close-
ly connect the countries and 
promote mutual business ac-
tivities. JICA is committed to 
strengthening our engage-
ment with the private sector 
and will provide wide-ranging 
support to promote more 
business opportunities in 
Cambodia. 

For example, we provided 
funding and technical coop-
eration to help train Cambo-
dian doctors and nurses to 
open a hospital called the 
Sunrise Japan Hospital 
Phnom Penh. This hospital, 
which held an opening cere-
mony in September, will help 
raise the standards of emer-
gency and advanced medical 
care in Cambodia by provid-
ing medical services that uti-
lize Japanese technology and 

expertise. We are also cur-
rently improving domestic 
and regional connectivity to 
address urbanization chal-
lenges and also strengthen 
human resources for compre-
hensive industrialization. 
This cooperation will help 
provide innovative solutions 
to difficult development chal-
lenges and deliver products 
and services that improve the 
quality of lives in Cambodia.

The government of Cambo-
dia has worked relentlessly to 
raise its people up so that all 
can live in dignity, free from 
fear and free from want. This 
sentiment echoes JICA’s guid-
ing principle of human secu-
rity. I would like to again 
extend my sincere gratitude 
for Cambodia’s steadfast part-
nership over the years and am 
confident that our partner-
ship will only be further 
strengthened in the years to 
come.

Relationship built on cooperation Yasushi Akashi
Former Special Representative of the U.N. 
Secretary-General for Cambodia

I wish to express my sin-
cere congratulations and 
best wishes to the people 
of the Kingdom of Cambo-
dia on the auspicious oc-
casion of the 63rd 
Anniversary of their Inde-
pendence Day.

I had the privilege to 
serve as the special repre-
sentative of the U.N. secretary-general 
during the transitional period of authority 
in Cambodia from 1992 to 1993. I am 
proud of having played my modest part in 
assisting the U.N. efforts to bring about 
peace and stability to Cambodia in the tur-
bulent and crucial period of its modern 
history. I left Cambodia 23 years ago, but 
Cambodia has never left my heart. The 
Cambodian people left deep impressions 
on my colleagues and myself, with their 
grace, kindness, dignity, courage, joie de 
vivre, as well as their attachment to the 
cause of democracy. 

While there have been many vicissi-
tudes in Cambodia since my departure, I 

am delighted to see that Cambodia has 
steadfastly kept its course toward peace, 
democracy and prosperity under the reign 
of the king. Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
been instrumental in ensuring that Cambo-
dia has been able to maintain its social sta-
bility, rapid economic growth and raise 
people’s living standards.

I am also pleased to know that this is an 
auspicious year in which Phnom Penh and 
Kitakyushu have established a sister-city 
relationship and Japan has launched direct 
flights by All Nippon Airways between 
Narita International Airport and Phnom 
Penh, the capital of Cambodia, on Sept. 1.  
I highly value the friendly relations and ex-
cellent cooperation between our two 
countries that have been constantly uplift-
ed and enhanced. I sincerely hope that ex-
isting and new bilateral initiatives in trade, 
tourism, culture, education and other 
fields will further deepen our mutual un-
derstanding.

In conclusion, I wish, from the bottom of 
my heart, for the enduring peace and pros-
perity of the Kingdom of Cambodia, as 
well as for the happiness of its people. I 
look forward to witnessing the cordial 
friendship between Cambodia and Japan 
continue to grow in the years to come.

Nation enjoys social stability, rapid economic growth

Masataka Fujita
Secretary General, ASEAN-Japan 
Centre

On the occa-
sion of the 
63rd Anni-
versary of 
Cambodia’s 
National In-
dependence 
Day, it is my 
great plea-
sure and 

honor to deliver a congratula-
tory message to the Cambo-
dian people.

The ASEAN-Japan Centre 
has conducted various pro-
motional activities of trade, 
investment, tourism and per-
sonal exchanges so as to en-
hance partnerships between 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nation (ASEAN) mem-

ber states and Japan. On be-
half of the center, I would like 
to take this opportunity to ex-
press my deepest gratitude to 
the Kingdom of Cambodia for 
its contribution to keep ami-
cable ASEAN-Japan relations, 
as well as Cambodia-Japan 
bilateral relations. 

Since the Khmer Rouge 
laid down their arms in 1998, 
Cambodia has enjoyed solid 
political and macro-econom-
ic stability that helped realize 
the high economic growth 
rate, the average of which has 
been around 8 percent from 
1998 to 2015. With an open-
economy approach and a 
friendly, liberalized invest-
ment climate, fueled by the 
strategic location situated in 
the heart of Indochina, 
Southeast Asia’s dynamic 
center, the number of Japa-

nese companies investing in 
Cambodia continues grow-
ing. In 2015, the number of 
Japanese-affiliated compa-
nies in the country was 224, 
3.6 times more than that of 
five years ago, which is also 
an outstanding rate of in-
crease compared to other 
ASEAN member states that 
average 2.1 times, according 
to Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs.

This trend will likely be fur-
ther accelerated as the long-
awaited direct flight between 
Tokyo and Phnom Penh went 
into service on Sept. 1, allow-
ing more and more business-
people, along with tourists to 
travel to Cambodia. These 
visitors totaled 203,474 in 
2015 and the flight should ex-
pand visits between the two 
countries.

These developments will 
increase regional production 
networks involving Cambo-
dia as Japanese companies 
are leading the way in creat-
ing regional value chains in 
the ASEAN region. Cambodia 
and Japan will become closer 
partners.

I believe that the Kingdom 
of Cambodia, as a vibrant and 
powerful member of ASEAN, 
would play an important role 
in further developing stron-
ger and closer ASEAN-Japan 
relationships. I look forward 
to continuing working with 
the people of Cambodia to 
fortify cooperation bilaterally 
and within the framework of 
the ASEAN region.

Finally, I cordially extend 
my heartfelt wishes of happi-
ness and further prosperity to 
the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Solid base for regional business

Independence Monument in 
Phnom Penh E mbassy of 
Cambodia

Kenji Kitahashi
Mayor of Kitakyushu

Allow me to 
extend my 
heartfelt con-
gratulations 
on the 63rd 
Anniversary 
of the Inde-
pendence of 
the Kingdom 
of Cambodia. 
It brings me great pleasure to 
be given the opportunity to 
deliver this congratulatory 
message.

Kitakyushu has been in-
volved in exchange and co-
operation with Cambodia, 
mainly through waterworks 
projects, since 1999. Our city 
proudly contributed to what 

has been dubbed as the “Mir-
acle of Phnom Penh” that 
dramatically improved the 
waterworks of Cambodia’s 
capital, Phnom Penh. Thanks 
to the efforts of everyone in-
volved, today the city’s water 
supply coverage is over 90 
percent and water quality has 
improved where the previ-
ously undrinkable tap water 
is now drinkable. Recogniz-
ing our achievements, Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia H.E. Hun Sen vis-
ited Kitakyushu in July 2015. 
During his visit he proposed 
that Phnom Penh and Kita-
kyushu become sister cities, 
and on March 29 we entered 
into a sister-city agreement. 
The Ambassador of the King-
dom of Cambodia to Japan 

H.E. Chea Kimtha also at-
tended the signing ceremo-
ny.

I hope this sister-city part-
nership leads to international 
cooperation in the field of the 
environment, as well as the 
fields of water supply and 
sewerage, contributes to the 
improvement of Phnom 
Penh’s urban environment 
and brings about exchange in 
other areas such as the econ-
omy and culture. We will 
make every effort to do our 
part to help further the devel-
opment of Phnom Penh and 
the entire Kingdom of Cam-
bodia.

Lastly, I would like to ex-
press my sincere hopes for the 
continuing development of 
Cambodia.

Sister-city agreement highlights 
long-term development efforts
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Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of
the 63rd Anniversary of

Cambodia’s Independence
on 9th November 2016

Since completing Japan Bridge in 1966, 
we have enjoyed a nearly 50-year history in Cambodia

Cambodian Yazaki Energy System Co., Ltd.
Yazaki (Cambodia) Products Co., Ltd.

Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of

the 63rd Anniversary of

Cambodia’s Independence

on 9th November 2016

www.yazaki-group.com

http://www.sojitz.com/en

Congratulations
to the People of Cambodia

on the Occasion of

the 63rd Anniversary of

Cambodia’s Independence

on 9th November 2016

Cambodia  National Day 

Phnom Penh’s Central Market  Embassy of Cambodia

A ceremony celebrating the inaugural direct flight between 
Narita International Airport and Phnom Penh took place on Sept. 
1 at Phnom Penh International Airport.  Embassy of Cambodia

Hiroyuki Ishige
Chairman and CEO, Japan 
External Trade Organization

I’d like to offer 
my heartiest 
congratula-
tions and best 
wishes on the 
63rd Anniver-
sary of the In-
dependence 
of Cambodia.

Cambodia 
has played an increasingly im-
portant role as a hub for Japa-
nese manufacturers in recent 
years. The number of Japanese 
companies registered by the 
Ministry of Commerce of Cam-

bodia has increased to 1,790 in 
2016 from 770 in 2009. This 
growth of 1,000 companies 
over the past seven years is just 
one indicator of how the eco-
nomic relationship between 
our countries continues to 
flourish. And it is not limited 
to the manufacturing industry; 
companies are also increasing 
in service fields.

In cooperation with associ-
ated organizations of Cambodia, 
the Japan External Trade Orga-
nization Phnom Penh office has 
supported approximately 70 
percent of all Japanese compa-
nies entering the country since 
the office’s establishment in 
2010. We will remain committed 

to contributing to Cambodia’s 
further economic development 
through activities such as dis-
patching investment missions, 
holding trade fairs and fostering 
human resources.

This year, we saw events that 
inspired anticipation for even 
closer economic interaction 
between Cambodia and Japan 
in the future. One example is 
the opening of a new direct 
flight between Narita Interna-
tional Airport and Phnom 
Penh operated by major car-
rier All Nippon Airways. The 
dramatically shortened travel 
time is certain to vitalize the 
flow of passengers and goods 
between our countries. Anoth-

er example is the opening of 
the Sunrise Japan Hospital 
Phnom Penh, the first Japa-
nese private hospital in Cam-
bodia, which provides highly 
sophisticated Japanese-style 
medical care with a focus on 
neurosurgery. We hope that it 
will play an active role in ele-
vating the level of medical care 
available in Cambodia and fos-
tering its medical human re-
sources.

Finally, I would like to ex-
tend my warmest wishes that 
the economic partnership be-
tween our two countries will 
see further prosperity and for 
exchange between our people 
to grow ever deeper.

Number of companies growing

Setsuko Komatsu
Vice Chair, Hiroshima ASEAN
Association

First of all, I would like to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes to the people 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
on the occasion of the 63rd An-
niversary of Independence.

The Hiroshima ASEAN As-
sociation was established in 
2013, the memorable year of 
marking the 40th anniversary 
of friendship and cooperation 
between the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and Japan, with a 
view to strengthening partner-

ship between 
ASEAN mem-
ber states and 
H i r o s h i m a 
through the 
promotion of 
trade, invest-
ment, tour-
ism and 
human re-

source exchanges. 
Among various activities un-

dertaken by the association, the 
first economic mission was sent 
to Cambodia last February in 
order to explore business and 
investment opportunities. Orga-
nized in cooperation with the 
Royal Embassy of Cambodia in 

Tokyo, the mission members 
were honored to have active di-
alogues with ministers and dep-
uty ministers on trade and 
investment, who provided them 
with hands-on information re-
lating to the economic and in-
vestment environment of 
Cambodia. A large number of 
Cambodian business executives 
were invited to the business-
matching session hosted by the 
honorable minister of com-
merce. As a businesswoman 
myself, I was deeply impressed 
with the participation of more 
than 50 businesswomen who 
were playing a dynamic role in 
advancing the socioeconomic 

development of the country. 
Last August during the anni-

versary of the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima, the Ambassador 
of Cambodia H.E. Chea Kimtha 
made time in her busy schedule 
to appear on my radio program 
as a guest speaker. The inter-
view with her was well received 
among the listeners who came 
to know about life and society 
of Cambodia. 

I take considerable pride in 
the progress of the partnership 
achieved between Cambodia 
and Hiroshima and look for-
ward to closer cooperation in 
further stimulating mutual un-
derstanding and prosperity.

Exploring mutual business opportunities

Ryu Shionoya
Chairman, Japan-Mekong 
Parliamentary Friendship 
Association

I would like to 
express my 
heartfelt con-
gratulations 
on the occa-
sion of the 
63rd Anniver-
sary of the 
Kingdom of 
Cambodia’s 
Independence Day.

This year is also the mile-
stone marking the 25th anni-
versary of the signing of the 
Paris Accord. I strongly compli-
ment Cambodia on its rapid de-
velopment since then, 
achieving an annual average 
economic growth of 7 percent 
in the past five years. In partic-
ular, the country has garnered 
attention as an investment des-
tination following the launch of 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations Economic Com-
munity last year. Investment 
from Japan to Cambodia has 
tripled over the past three years.

To improve the investment 
environment and help strength-
en connectivity between Cam-
bodia and neighboring 
countries, Japan has assisted in 
facilitating the Southern Eco-
nomic Corridor, including the 
Tsubasa Bridge and National 
Roads Nos. 1 and 5.

Long-anticipated direct 
flights between the two coun-
tries started from September. 
Through accelerated traffic of 
people between the two coun-
tries, it is expected that friend-
ship and goodwill, as well as 
mutual understanding, will be 
further promoted. Further-
more, the Sunrise Japan Hos-
pital Phnom Penh opened in 
September, and it is anticipat-
ed to contribute to promoting 
the health of the Cambodian 
people through Japanese-style 
medical services.

The Japan-Mekong Parlia-
mentary Friendship Association 
would like to further promote 
exchanges with Cambodia.

In concluding my message, 
I wish for the prosperity of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia and the 
happiness of its people.

Working to promote 
trade and commerce
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