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Pakistan Day

Relations built on years of trust

Farukh Amil
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

Pakistan Day is celebrated
everyyear on March 23 to com-
memorate the Lahore Resolu-
tion and the
democratic
vision of
Quaid-e-
Azam  Mu-
hammad Ali
Jinnah to es-
tablish Paki-
stan.  With
democracy
firmly in the
minds of our founding fathers,
it is again at center stage as
Pakistan’s democratic institu-
tions continue to strengthen.

On this auspicious occasion,
I express on behalf of the peo-
ple of Pakistan, my compatri-
ots in Japan and myself our
respectful and sincere greet-
ings to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, members of
the Imperial family, H.E. Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and the
government and the friendly
people of Japan.

This year we are marking 65
years of diplomatic relations
that have been characterized
by warmth and common pur-
pose, particularly in the field
of development. Pakistan has
always upheld the concepts of
respect and dignity as clearly
spelled out by our first foreign
minister at the 1951 San Fran-
cisco Peace Conference with

The founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah

respect to Japan.

In 2016, we continued with
important ministerial, parlia-
mentary and business interac-
tions. Eighty-three Japanese
companies in Pakistan are
posting record profits, under-
lining the strong consumer
buying power of the rising
middle class. Resource-rich
Pakistan with a youthful popu-
lation (median age of 22.8
years) of nearly 200 million is
aperfect complementary part-
ner for Japan. Pakistan’s infra-
structural development and
energy needs present remark-
able opportunities. The proac-
tive investment policies of the
government have focused on
liberalization, deregulation
and privatization. The enabling
environment for ease of doing
business has drawn interna-

Various exchanges
create strong bonds

Seishiro Eto

President, Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentarians’ Friendship
League

On behalf of
the Japan-
Pakistan Par-
liamentarians’
Friendship
League, 1
would like to
extend my
heartfelt con-
gratulations to
the government and the people
of the Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan on the auspicious occasion
of Pakistan Day.

The administration of Mu-
hammad Nawaz Sharif has
been addressing the economic
and financial reforms as the
highest priority since the estab-
lishment of the administration.
In the economic sphere, an In-
ternational Monetary Fund
program was completed suc-
cessfully last year. The chal-
lenges Pakistan has been facing
arereceding as the democratic
government has boldly moved
the nation forward.

I had a chance to meet Paki-
stan’s Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Reform Ahsan
Igbal last October, and Adviser
to the Prime Minister on Na-
tional Security Nasser Khan Jan-
jua last December, to discuss
the economic situation and the
relationships with Pakistan’s
neighbors. Igbal confidently

said that Pakistan is attracting
the attention of global investors
and is seeing an unprecedented
scale of investment in the field
of energy and infrastructure.
Moreover, I felt enthusiasm
from Janjua that Pakistan is
movingin right direction. As the
president of the Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentarians Friendship
League, I would like to support
these efforts and establish bilat-
eral relations from a long-term
perspective.

Japan and Pakistan have had
various exchanges on political,
economic, cultural and aca-
demiclevels since the establish-
ment of diplomatic ties between
our two countries in 1952. It was
a pleasure to see a Japan-Paki-
stan summit meeting and for-
eign ministers meeting held on
the occasion of the 71st session
of the U.N. General Assembly in
September. This year marks the
65th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations
between Japan and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. I hope
more active mutual interaction
between our two countries will
be held under the initiatives of
the Japanese embassy in Paki-
stan and the embassy of Paki-
stan in Japan.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to extend my best
wishes for the continued pros-
perity of Pakistan and further
development of friendly rela-
tions between Japan and Pak-
istan.
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President of Pakistan
Mamnoon Hussain

tional recognition. Great insti-
tutions such as the Japan
External Trade Organization
continue to play a valuable
role. The government of Prime
Minister Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif is determined to build
bridges of peace, corridors of
energy flow and secure region-
al stability through trade and
enterprise through his “Peace-
ful Neighborhood” vision as
witnessed at the Economic Co-
operation Organisation sum-
mit on March 1.

In addition to trade, itis also
important to deepen under-
standing between our coming
generations, particularly
through universities and think
tanks. Human resource devel-
opment for a youthful country
is both a priority and a poten-
tial. Pakistan and Japan are
Asian nations with many
shared values and roots in the
magnificent heritage of the
Gandhara civilization that is
linked to Nara in a timeless
bond.

Japan has a great heart as
seeninits global development
activities. Pakistan has a great
heart, too, having given sanc-
tuary to European refugees in
the late 1940s and again in the
1990s and then to the millions
who came from neighboring
countries. Since 1979 we con-

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif

tinue to host at least 5 million
with due dignity. With the rule
of international law in mind,
Pakistan remains fully com-
mitted to international peace
and stability. As a responsible
member of the international
community, Pakistan has de-
puted over 150,000 men and
women from its military and
police forces as U.N. peace-
keepers since 1960 in the
world’s most difficult condi-
tions and places. Many have
sacrificed their lives in their
noble effort to maintain peace.

Pakistan has a progress-
minded society set firmly on
the democratic path, reflected
in avibrant parliament that in-
cludes impressive women’s
representation that has put the
country ahead of many devel-
oped countries in terms of
women in democracy. The
president and prime minister
have stressed their commit-
ment to protect minorities in
line with the vision of Quaid-e-
Azam, the founder of Pakistan.
Both have reiterated their belief
in peace within countries and
between countries. As Pakistan
boldly moves forward there has
been a strong reiteration of the
guiding principles of the found-
ing fathers that are democracy,
tolerance, inclusivity and
human dignity.

Prime Minister Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif and Prime

Bilateral business ties continue to experience mutually beneficial growth

Teruo Asada
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-PAKISTAN BUSINESS
COOPERATION COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Japan-
Pakistan Business Co-
operation Committee, |
would like to offer my ‘
sincere congratulations

to the government and %

the people of the Islamic - ‘
Republic of Pakistan on 3

the occasion of Pakistan Day.

Pakistan and Japan have had friendly
relations for many years. For the past 65
years, not once has either friend left the
other’s hand. Despite having our friend-
ship tested more than once and going
through various difficult phases, both of
us have stood by each other’s side. Our
friendship started in the early 1950s when
Pakistan, as an agriculture-based country,
started producing some of the world'’s fin-
est cotton. As such, Japan’s advanced
spindles and other textile machinery
helped to jump-start industrialization in
Pakistan. Over time, both countries be-
came good trading partners. Pakistan has
enjoyed very cordial relations with Japan
since April 28, 1952, when a Japan Exter-
nal Trade Organization office opened in
Karachi, and the relationship has kept

growing to the mutual benefit of both
countries.

In July 1983, the Pakistan govern-
ment proposed the establishment of a
Japan-Pakistan Business Cooperation
Committee. In May 1984, then Prime
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone expressed
interest in creating committees during
a visit to Pakistan. Consequently, com-
mittees were formed and inaugurated
in both countries in 1984. These com-
mittees have been promoting bilateral
business ties, trade investment and
economic activities. As bilateral rela-
tions have expanded, these business
committees have performed a valuable
role and provided an excellent platform.

According to the government of Paki-
stan, the real gross domestic product
growth rate for fiscal 2015/16 was 4.7 per-
cent, the highest in eight years. Looking
ahead, a GDP growth target of 5.7 percent
has been set for fiscal 2016/17. The out-
look for the global economy is becoming
increasingly unclear, and given these cir-
cumstances, Pakistan has been pursuing
aggressive economic policies under the
administration of Prime Minister Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif. An International Mon-
etary Fund program is underway and
making strong progress in promoting
such structural change as power reform

Antonio Inoki

and fiscal reform. There has been signifi-
cant improvement in the fiscal balance
and reduction of the inflation rate, while a
steady increase of foreign exchange re-
serves has been a major achievement of
economic reform. With these achieve-
ments as a backdrop, economic relations
between Japan and Pakistan are expect-
ed to become stronger in the future.

We held the seventh Pakistan-Japan
Private Sector Business Dialogue in Is-
lamabad in 2015, at which time the au-
tomotive industry policy and the
taxation system were key topics of dis-
cussion. Also discussed were matters
concerning the expansion of the export
of Pakistani products such as textiles
and sporting goods. Considering the
medium and long-term economic de-
velopment of Pakistan, it is important to
utilize the combined power of the public
and private sectors. Additionally, it is
important to hold flexible follow-up dis-
cussions to fully address the issues that
will arise during dialogue meetings.

Please allow me to express my con-
gratulations to Pakistan once again on
the occasion of Pakistan Day. We look
forward to further reinforcement of
friendships and partnerships that exist
between the two countries even in
these uncertain times.

_ Sports help promote
peace,

tranquility

in the coming 65 years and be-

Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, left, and his wife
Kalsoom Nawaz Sharif, right, visit Emperor Akihito and

Empress Michiko at the Imperial Palace during their visit to
Tokyo on Dec. 18, 1992. EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN
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MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF
COUNCILORS AND GOODWILL
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN FOR
SPORTS DIPLOMACY

I'would like to express my sin-
cere congratulations to the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
on the occasion of Pakistan
Day.

As the world passes through
turbulent changes there is all
the more reason to strengthen
the voices of peace. I have al-
ways endeavored to promote

yond. Prime Minister Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif’s “Peaceful
Neighbor-
hood” vision
enunciates a
message that
may bring du-
rable peace,
tranquillity
and coopera-
tion among
all the neigh-
boring countries of the region.

I earnestly pray for the prog-
ress and prosperity of Pakistan

Sartaj Aziz, Ad\)isoé to the
Prime Minister on Foreign
Affairs, and Foreign Minister

Minister Shinzo Abe at the Fumio Kishida during the U.N. our bilateral diplomatic rela-
U.N. General Assembly on General Assembly on Sept. 20 tions we can jointly take the
Sept. 20 EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN  EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN first step toward greater peace

peace and tranquillity through
sports as a theme of a healthy
coexistence. In the 65 years of

and express deep enthusiasm
for further strengthening of
cordial relations between Pak-
istan and Japan so that we can
jointly take the first step toward
new peace.

Congratulations

on the Occasion of
the 77th National Day of

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Marubeni

http:/www.marubeni.com

Our Warmest
Congratulations

to the State and the People
of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan
on the 77th Anniversary of
Their National Day
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HAPPY PAKISTAN DAY TO ALL
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Did You Know? In The Quran ZEHITL & 5H7?
God Says In Chapter No. 41, Al-Fussilat, Verse No. 34
The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal.
Repel (the evil) with one which is better.

(Then verily! He (the enemy) will be as though he was a close friend.)
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CONGRATULATIONS

23rd March, 2017
77th PAKISTAN NATIONAL DAY

CEO PAK JAPAN GROUP OF COMPANIES
CHAUDHRY ASIF MAHMOOD WITH
GEN. RAHEEL SHARIF,

CHIEF OF ISLAMIC MILITARY ALLIANCE

PAK JAPAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

Deals in trading of heavy equipment, supplies/installs industrial plants,

develops energy and infrastructure projects.

If you have any inquiries, please feel free to contact us.
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YCA ENGINEERING COMPANY
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