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Venezuela National Day Special

Masahiro Imamura
President of the Japan-Venezuelan 
Parliamentary Friendship League

As president of the Japan-Venezuelan Par-
liamentary Friendship League, I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela on the celebration of 
the 207th Anniversary of its Independence.

This year marks the 90th anniversary of 
Japanese emigration to Venezuela and the 
80th anniversary of the establishment of the 
bilateral relations. It is encouraging that a 
number of Japanese-Venezuelans, including 
Ambassador Seiko Ishikawa, have been active 
in the country by overcoming hardships in 
the past. I hope this anniversary will be an 
opportunity to promote further exchanges 
between peoples in Japan and Venezuela. 

Venezuela, which has the world’s largest 
crude oil reserves and an abundance of other 
natural resources, has great potential. In addi-
tion, the country with a diverse culture boasts 
a concept called “El Sistema,” which teaches 
impoverished children to be good citizens 
through music programs. This concept has 
spread to many other countries, including 
Japan, and I would like to show my renewed 
respect for the achievement of Jose Antonio 
Abreu, former minister of culture and the 
founder of the concept.

While Venezuela is facing difficulties today, 
I believe this makes the relationship between 
Japan and Venezuela more important. As the 
president of the friendship league, I would 
like to continue contributing to the promo-
tion of the relations between our peoples.

Adding value 
to strong  ties Seiko Ishikawa

ambassador of venezuela

Venezuelans across the world celebrate today 
the 207th Anniversary of the Independence 
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. On 
this important day, I would like to take this 

opportunity to renew our friendship with 
the government of Japan and its people and 
express my congratulations to the Venezu-
elan community residing in Japan.

Upon the May 20 re-election of Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, the government has 
renewed its commitment to the principles 

of the U.N. Charter, among them the respect 
for the sovereignty of nations and of its own, 
as an essential element of our diplomacy for 
peace. This year marks the 80th anniversary 
of relations between Venezuela and Japan 
and 90 years since the first Japanese immi-
gration to Venezuela. As we celebrate this 
moment with several events across Japan this 
year, I would like to express our commitment 
to strengthening the relations with Japan.

Priority on strengthening relations

Ken KOBAYASHI
Chair, Japan-Venezuela Economic 
Committee, Keidanren

On behalf of the Keidanren’s Japan-Ven-
ezuela Economic Committee, I wish to 
congratulate the people of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela on their 207th anni-
versary of independence.

This year also marks 80 years of diplomacy 
between Japan and Venezuela and 90 years 
since the first Japanese immigrants arrived 
in Venezuela. Despite the great distance 
between the two countries, we are connected 
by a long and close friendship.

Venezuela has the largest proven oil 
reserves in the world, but it also boasts 
rich natural gas, iron ore and other natural 
resources. In the medium to long term, there 
is great potential for us to build stronger eco-
nomic ties and collaborations, particularly in 
the natural resources and energy sectors.  

In this milestone year, the Japanese 
Embassy in Venezuela is holding a number of 
events to introduce Japanese culture to Ven-
ezuelans and teach them about our country. 
We have been pleased to learn that more Ven-
ezuelans, particularly the younger genera-
tions, have expressed keen interest in Japan 
and Japanese culture, and I am confident that 
these events will foster the bilateral relation-
ship between Japan and Venezuela.    

Our committee extends its best wishes 
for peace and prosperity to all citizens of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. We pledge 
to give our utmost support to strengthen our 
economic ties to create a bright future.

Nation offers 
rich resources

Toshihiro Nikai
Chairman of the Japan-Venezuela 
Friendship Council
As chairman of the Japan-Venezuela 
Friendship Council, I would like to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations to President 
Nicolas Maduro, his government and the 
friendly people of Venezuela on the cel-
ebration of the 207th Anniversary of the 
Independence of the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela.  

Japan and Venezuela have had a histori-
cally friendly relationship. We celebrate 
this year the 80th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations and 90 
years since the arrival of the first Japanese 
immigrant to Venezuela. On this occasion, 
I would like to thank the Venezuelan gov-
ernment and their people for the warm 
hospitality extended to Japanese people 
who chose Venezuela as their home.

I extend my congratulations to the pres-
ident on his May 20 re-election and com-
mend his call for broad political dialogue 
across different sectors of Venezuelan 
society. I sincerely hope the government, 
with the support of its people, overcomes 
the challenges facing the country and 
continues on the path to prosperity and 
development. It is my wish that we con-
tinue to promote and expand bilateral ties 
through dialogue and further coopera-
tion between our countries. I reiterate our 
commitment to do our utmost to pro-
mote and expand the friendly relationship 
between Japan and Venezuela.

Dialogue builds 
friendly bonds

Masateru Ito
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-VENEZUELA
ASSOCIATION

On behalf of the Japan-Venezuela Associa-
tion, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and its 
people in celebrating the 207th Anniversary 
of Independence, especially this year coincid-
ing with the 80th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between our two nations.

We maintain a traditionally friendly rela-
tionship and cultural exchanges between us. 
The Japan-Venezuela Association endeavors 
to further strengthen bilateral ties through 
initiatives and activities.

It is a pleasure to see Japan and Venezuela 
deepening bilateral cooperation in areas of 
cultural, artistic and intellectual exchanges, 
promoting better understanding and bring-
ing us closer.

Finally, I would like to reiterate our warm-
est felicitations on this historic day, and assure 
all our Venezuelan friends that the Japan-Ven-
ezuela Association will continue strengthen-
ing our bilateral relationship.

Growth through 
cultural transfers
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