Zambia Independence Day Special

Investment interest growing in regional industry, trade hub

H.ENDIYOI M. MUTITI
AMBASSADOR OF ZAMBIA

[ wish to reaffirm
the strong bonds
of friendship and
cooperation that
have characterized
relations between
Zambia and Japan
for 56 years.

I also wish to
convey greetings
from the President of the Republic of Zam-
bia, His Excellency Edgar Chagwa Lungu,
to Their Majesties Emperor Naruhito and
Empress Masako, the Prime Minister, His
Excellency Yoshihide Suga, the people and

¢ government of Japan.

Japan has continued to be a major con-

¢ tributor to the development of Zambia.

i This is done through direct investment and
. aiding the development of skilled individu- :
i alsand capabilities in various disciplines,

i including transfers of knowledge and tech-
¢ nology in the mining, education, health

: and agriculture sectors, among others.

[ would like to reaffirm the Zambian

i government’s appreciation of the devel-
i opment assistance received from Japan,
i including that helping Zambia to cope and
i alleviate coronavirus-related challenges.

On this 56th independence anniversary,

Zambia commemorates with a deep sense
: of empathy to the global citizenry follow-
i ing the coronavirus pandemic that has

¢ claimed millions of lives and destroyed
i livelihoods and economies.

Like many countries, Zambia has been

. negatively affected with some of the coun-

try’s sectors facing various challenges. The

i coronavirus has been a real threat to Zam-
i bia’s tourism sector and inflow of direct
¢ investment.

Despite these challenges, the govern-

i ment has instituted measures and strate-

i gies to flatten the coronavirus curve and

i ensure the country remains open for busi-
i ness while securing the safety of investors,
¢ tourists and citizens.

Zambia has recorded a relatively low

: number of cases, encouraging authorities
: toopen all international airports, busi-
¢ nesses and schools.

I am particularly delighted thata good

i number of Japanese enterprises still wish
¢ to explore Zambia's investment and tour-
i ism potential in this trying period.

This shows the growing interest and

© trustin Zambia’s investment climate as the
i country sets out to be the regional hub for
i commerce and trade.

Further promotion of bilateral ties and understanding

i Zambiaishometo
: abundant wildlife,
including giraffes.
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[ wish to continue inviting and encour-

i aging Japanese investors and potential
: travelers that Zambia awaits your visit.
i Zambia is blessed with abundant resources, :
i and the Japanese private sector should

: consider investing in this area. The country
¢ hasvast opportunities in various sectors
¢ such as agribusiness and agro-processing;

energy; mining; manufacturing; tourism;

i science and technology.

Congratulations
to the People of
the Republic of Zambia
on the Anniversary of
Their Independence
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