Laos National Day Special

Economic evolution moving past pandemic

: nextyear through our bilateral framework,
i ASEAN and other international fora.

PHONGSAMOUTH ANLAVAN
AMBASSADOR OF LAOS

On the occasion of
47th anniversary of
the proclamation
of the Lao People’s
Democratic Repub-

like to highlight

the bilateral coop-
eration between my
country and Japan
and some of the achievements of the Lao-
tian government.

the leadership of the Lao People’s Revo-
lutionary Party, has continued enjoying
political stability, social order and economic
growth, which has significantly contributed
to poverty reduction and improved living
standards of all multiethnic people. The Lao

. inflation, fuel shortages, high living costs

¢ and more. However, the Laotian govern-

¢ ment, in collaboration with all relevant

i authorities in society and among the mul-
¢ tiethnic Laotian people, as well as with all
i partners and international communities,

¢ hasredoubled efforts to maintain peace,

i stability, social order and development.
lic on Dec. 2, Iwould

Itis important to note that, from Janu-

Also, anumber of infrastructure and

: the long-standing friendly relations and
i good cooperation between the Lao PDR
i and Japan and the seventh year of our

i strategic partnership. Despite the pan-

: demic, our governments have continued
i regular consultations via both physical

¢ and online formats to further enhance

¢ and intensify our relationship. These

¢ include a telephone call in March and a

i ary to September, the Lao PDR has marked :
i significant progress in various aspects

i ofits economy. Gross domestic product

: growth reached 4.2% (compared with 3%
i in 2021), and the service sector grew by

: between 7% and 8%.

Over the past 47 years, the Lao PDR, under :
i development connectivity projects involv-
© ing roads, highways, railways, airports, dry
i ports and other areas have been upgraded,
¢ and feasibility studies have begun —

¢ including for a railway to Vietnam and

i Vung-Ang seaport, as well as Thailand.

meeting of our prime ministers in April in

i Kumamoto Prefecture, back to back with

i the fourth Asia-Pacific Water Summit, at

: which our leaders witnessed the signing

i of the exchange of notes for the Project for
i Human Resource Development Scholar-

¢ ship, worth ¥330 million.

i Recently, Japan has continued to provide :
i support to the Lao PDR in many areas, such :
i asequipment against COVID-19, health :
¢ care, nutrition, education, human resource
development, infrastructure, natural disas-
i ter mitigation, clearance of unexploded

i the 53 foreign direct investors in the Lao
: PDR, with 146 projects in various sectors
i ranging from agriculture, agro-industry,

wood industry, trade, services, garments,
i hotels and restaurants to construction and
: consulting, education and power. In par-
¢ ticular, the number of Japanese investors

i based in our special economic zones has

¢ gradually increased. Taking this opportu-

nity,  would like to invite those who are

i interested in investing and doing business
¢ tomore deeply explore the advantages

i and potential of operating in my coun-

Currently, Japan is ranked 15th among

© try, which reopened in May after getting

i COVID-19 under control.

i lam confident that the traditional

¢ bond of friendship and good cooperation
. between the Lao PDR and Japan will con-

Prime Minister
Phankham Vipha-
vanh and Prime
Minister Fumio
Kishida pose at the
Asia-Pacific Water
Summit in Kuma-
moto Prefecture in
April.
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. tinue to strengthen further and flourish.

¢ Once again, please allow me to convey my
i appreciation to all supporters, readers and
i the Japanese people for the kind support

i extended to the Lao PDR.

Congratulations
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Business Cooperative

https://www.jlhrdbc.jp/
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Congratulations
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Democratic Republic
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of Their National Day

Mineral solutions for
food safety and environmental protection

CLUB ECO WATER CO., LTD.
Osaka, Tokyo, Hakata, Kobe, JAPAN

https://cew.jp

CONGRATULATIONS

to the Lao People's Democratic Republic

on the Anniversary of Their National Day

JAPAN-LAOS ASSOCIATION

President: Itsuo Hashimoto
Former Ambassador to Lao PDR
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5 SANKO CONSTRUCTION CO., LTD

140-3 Tsudaka, Kita Ward, Okayama City,
Okayama Pref., Japan 701-1152

https:/sanko-cothax.jp/
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