Austria National Day Special

United by dedication to innovation
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It has been three
years since I took
office as ambassa-
dor to Japan.Ican
say thatit has been
a time characterized
by challenge, yet
also by unwavering
hope, perseverance
and regeneration.
After the hardships imposed by the pan-
demic, our societies have returned to a long-
sought state of normality — seeing families
and friends, traveling, and physically return-
ing to work. This regeneration of social
exchange proves invaluable to our personal
and professional safety.  am delighted to
have welcomed several high-level delega-
tions from Austria to Japan over the past
months, to witness that tourism between

people-to-people contacts have resumed.
In terms of international security, Austria
and Japan share their determination of pro-

¢ moting peace, democracy and human dig-

¢ nity to facilitate a regeneration of our world

© tobecome a better and safer place. This need
i is particularly evident with regard to Russia’s
¢ ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine

i and — most recently — the terrorist attack

i of unfathomable brutality against Israel.

Furthermore, this year has highlighted

i theimportance of using the regenerative

¢ power of innovation to meet the challenges
i of our present and future. The ingenuity of

i the economies of Austria and Japan as well

¢ asthe strength of their mutual ties have long
i been a cornerstone of our bilateral rela-

i tions. Our common tradition of excellence

¢ inresearch and development and the tech-

i nologies they have produced remind us of

¢ the potential for our economic cooperation
i to thrive further. They also inspire us to even
i closer and more audacious collaboration.

Innovation also defined Austrian-Jap-

: anese relations back in 1873, when Japan
¢ took part in the Vienna World Fair, pre-
our two nations is picking up again, and that :
i time and triggering a wave of cultural and

i economic exchange. The 150th anniversary
i ofthis significant event has been marked

senting itself on a global stage for the first

¢ throughout this year by events in Austria

¢ and Japan. With the 2025 World Expo on
the horizon, Austria very much looks for-

¢ ward to continuing this shared dedication

¢ toinnovation in Osaka, honoring the motto
© “Designing Future Society for Our Lives.”

Regeneration will also be the underly-

: ing theme of Austria’s paramount cultural

¢ eventin 2024, the European Capital of

. Culture in the alpine region of Salzkam-

¢ mergut. Twenty-three municipalities join

i this ambitious project to share, question

i and expand well-preserved traditions with
i others. Itisan exploration of the region, its
¢ multifaceted history, its present perspec-

i tives, visions for the future and an exami-

¢ nation of its relationship with Europe and

¢ the world. Through the power of creativity,
i new impulses to reinvigorate rural com-

i munities will be offered. Cultural heritage

¢ and centuries-old traditions will interact

{ with contemporary artistic imagination to
i demonstrate the value and beauty of cul-

i tural plurality.

The comprehensive program is fed both

: by Austrian as well as international partici-
¢ pants and provides ample opportunities

kammer

i The mountainous Salzkammergutregion is on the European Capitals
i of Culturelist for 2024. EMBASSY OF AUSTRIA

: for everyone involved — locals and visitors

i alike —to find inspiration, discover new

i perspectives and to shape a joint future.

¢ Among them are Japanese artists Kaori

i Kato, Chiharu Shiota and Motoi Yamamoto.

Iinvite you all to come to Salzkammer-

i gutnextyear, to embark with us on this

¢ intriguing cultural journey, to discover one
i of Austria’s most beautiful regions from

i new angles, and to partake in what Austria
i and Japan have excelled in for along time

i —using mindfulness of our history and

¢ traditions to find bold avenues to a pros-

¢ perous future.
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Greetings

on the Austrian National Day
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