Belgium King's Day Special

Shared values in international cooperation

ANTOINE EVRARD
AMBASSADOR OF BELGIUM

On Nowv. 15, Belgium

¢ tion. There is a direct impact on our bilateral
i exchanges as well. The need to diversify

brought many Japanese students back to
: Belgium, and vice versa. They have made an

Each day, I am struck by the variety and

© energy in our bilateral relationship. This is

The Grand Place,
Brussels’ central
square, was regis-

tered on UNESCO’s
World Heritage List
¢ play their part, as we share thesamevalues :  Academic cooperation is also thriving. ¢ tourism, we are discussing important topics n1998.
¢ and afirm beliefin international coopera- i We see that the end of the pandemic has . like gender equality and diversity. I::];J;Ri?ﬁ; LIMCELLO/

SERVICE FOREIGN

celebrates King’s © supply chains has created the basis forour  : excellent choice, as Belgian universities score : only possible thanks to the creativity and AFFAIRS, FOREIGN
Day. Belgium has i companies working together onsemicon-  : consistently well in global rankings. : engagement of passionate people from both TRADEAND DEVELOP-
been celebrating ¢ ductors, for instance. The COVID-19 pan- © Weare keen on continuing our exchanges i sides. Our embassy and I will continue to MENT COOPERATION
this day since 1866, i demic has boosted health care cooperation, : with Japan onotherlevels, too.Inaddition ~ : support them, so that we can address the

which also happens : while climate commitments haveledtocol- | toshowcasing our cultural heritage, con- ¢ challenges we are facing together.

to be the official i laboration on offshore wind and hydrogen | temporary artistic creativity and promoting I'wish you all a Happy King’s Day!

startingyear ofdip- | poweraswellaswaste Management. . . ... ... e

lomatic relations ¢ Sustainable development was also

between Japanand  : the main focus of our economic mission

Belgium. It is therefore also an excellent
occasion to bring together the many Japa-
nese friends of Belgium.

Butitisat the same time a moment to
consider the challenges we are facing, our
strengths and our partnerships. Russia’s
aggression against Ukraine is continuing,
undermining the fundamentals of the inter-
national rules-based order and causing tre-

mendous damage and human suffering. War :

is raging again in the Middle East as well,
with innocent civilians as the first victims.
Tensions in the Indo-Pacific region are at
risk of rising. And of course, on the eve of the
COP28 U.N. climate change conference, the
threat of global warming is becoming more
visible and imminent to us all.

Itis clear that no one can face these chal-

lenges alone. Japan and Belgium are ready to

i toJapan led by HRH Princess Astrid last

Promotinggoodwill and friendship

Belgian Restaurant

.s.

Congratulations
on the Belgian King’s Day

Congratulations
on the Belgian King’s Day

v
\
L

GODIVA

Duvel

i December. It drew a record 575 partici-
i pants, from companies, business federa- KIMIKAZU SUGAWARA Last December, Her Royal Highness Prin- -
tions, universities and cultural actors to PRESIDENT, THE JAPAN-BELGIUM : cess Astrid, representing the king, led an eco- -
i official representatives from the Belgian SOCIETY : nomic mission to Japan. It was the biggest -
i federal government and the three regions. i Belgian economic mission to Japan and cov- - <
Our embassy is working intensively to fol- Ontheoccasionof ;i ered fields ranging from business and cul- C on g T atlﬂath ns
¢ low-up on the many projects this mission King's Day, itis with : ture to academia. The mission’s success has
. brought about. great pleasure that] : further deepened the friendly relations and . . 9
:  Andanother major event is already on express my sincere  : collaborative ties between our countries. on the Belg 1an Klng S D ay
i the horizon. Belgium is ready to contribute congratulations. i TheJapan-Belgium Society hasbeen | «rroreeeeeesesiesinennes
i toJapan's success at the 2025 World Expo Particularly this  : embodying friendship and goodwill for . This content was
i in Osaka. We are on track in developing our year,  would like : more than 50 years. Our 61 corporate . compiled in col-
i pavilion, which will showcase Belgium as to highlight the : members and 202 individual members . laboration with the
i agloballeader in life sciences. More than : 10th anniversary of : have been a true power of public diplo- . embassy. The views
¢ 600 biotechnology companies are creating - the ascension of his majesty the king. The : macy. Isincerely wish that Japanand Bel-  : expressed here do
i around €98 billion (about ¥3.7 billion) in - entire country celebrated it on July 21, the : gium will cherish our relationship even © not necessarily
i exportsand €5.3 billion in investments in - National Day of Belgium. May his reign be i more and deepen exchanges in many - reflect those of the
research and development in Belgium. . long with the nation’s prosperity. ¢ fields, as we continue contributing to it. . newspaper.
pa e

—— CONGRATULATIONS ——
ON THE BELGIAN KING'S DAY

.
KONISHI

The Japan — Belgium Society

Kimikazu Sugawara, President

Champ de Soleil

Issei Kaikan, 1-10-6, Uchikanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0047

Tel. 03-5281-0333 Fax. 03-5281-0334 https://www.champdesoleil.com
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Godiva Japan, Inc.

Roppongi Grand Tower 32F, 3-2-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-6232
Tel: (03) 5797-8100 Fax: (03) 5797-8260
www.godiva.co.jp

www.duvel.jp

Konishi Brewing Company, Ltd.

Official importer and distributor of Duvel in Japan.
Don’t drink and drive.

Beer brewed carefully to be consumed with care.

1-12-32, Akasaka, Minato-ku,
Tokyo 107-6028
Tel. 050-3181-4330
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