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U.S. Independence Day Special

Honoring our commitment
to the ideals of democracy

RAHM EMANUEL
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN

Democracy is dif-

Fathers understood
this when they
penned the Decla-
ration of Indepen-

preserve the visionary ideals enshrined in
the document was just beginning.

“I am well aware of the Toil and Blood
and Treasure, that it will cost Us to main-
tain this Declaration, and support and
defend these States,” John Adams wrote to
his wife, Abigail, on July 3, 1776.

The 56 Founding Fathers understood
that their new nation’s ideals of freedom,
equality and liberty would need to be
secured, safeguarded and celebrated by
each subsequent generation of Americans.
Those democratic principles could never
be taken for granted.

Over the years, decades and centu-
ries, Americans have been reminded of
democracy’s fragility, with painful and
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Americans to reaffirm our commitment
to the ideals that bind us as a people and
define us as a nation. The day also serves
as an undimmed beacon of hope to the
world and to those deprived of the basic
freedoms enjoyed by Americans and the

ficult. The Founding

dence 248 years ago.

U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel (left) stands with Japanese astronaut Koichi Wakata at
i theIndependence Day Reception at the ambassador’s official residence in Tokyo in June.
i US.EMBASSY

U.S.-Japan relationship.

{ citizens of other democratic nations.

Those same deep-rooted democratic

i Washington in April, the first by a Japa-

© nese prime minister in nine years. The

i visit marked a high point for an alliance

¢ President Joe Biden called “a beacon to the
i entire world.”

The alliance is seeing unprecedented

i levels of cooperation in security, science,

: i education and technologies like quantum
© beliefs have propelled us to stand alongside :
i allies and partners to uphold the interna-

computing and artificial intelligence that

i will shape the future of peoples across the

© moon, this time together with a Japanese
: astronaut.

Just as the American people are the cus-

todians of the ideals that underpin our
i nation, the peoples of the United States
¢ and Japan are the guardians of the

That's why programs that deepen

i ties and elevate mutual understand-

¢ ing between our countries are so criti-

i cal. Understanding this, the two leaders

¢ announced new educational endowment
{ initiatives to support high school and uni-
i versity exchange students during April’s

i state visit. Together with our established

i Fulbright and Mansfield Fellowship pro-

: grams, they will inspirit the next genera-

i tion of custodians of the alliance.

Since that “formal and solemn announce-

ment to the world,” as John Adams referred
¢ tothe Declaration of Independence, it has
: inspired the birth of other nations and has

. 248 years ago. Happy Fourth of July.

i This content was compiled in collabora-

i tion with the embassy. The views expressed
i here do not necessarily reflect those of the

i newspaper.

American tn name. International in essence.

They recognized Left: The ambassador poses with members of
that the true strug- Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force Band at the
gle to protect and reception, which featured a fireworks show in

theevening. US EMBASSY
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A Community Worth Celebrating
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To our international family of members, we’re a place to unwind, socialize,

work out, learn something new or forge friendships.

We're also simply home.

TOKYO AMERICAN CLUB

Contact us today to arrange a tour of our Azabudai or Nihonbashi clubhouses. 03-4588-0687 | membership@tac-club.org | explore.tokyoamericanclub.org



