Dominican Republic Independence Day Special

Shared vision benefits business, innovation

EDWARD PEREZ
AMBASSADOR OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

| Asambassador

of the Dominican
Republic, itis my
honor to extend
warm greetings to
the readers of this
distinguished news-
paper on our 182nd
Independence Day
anniversary.

On Feb. 27, 1844, the Dominican people
affirmed their sovereignty and laid the foun-
dations of a nation committed to freedom,
democratic values and resilience. Itis a
moment of reflection and pride for Domini-
cans at home and abroad, and an opportu-
nity to reaffirm the principles that continue
to guide our national development.

The Dominican Republic is shaped by not
only history, culture and diversity, but also
a strong forward-looking vision. From the

¢ historic streets of Santo Domingo’s Colonial
i City,a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to our

¢ mountains, coasts and vibrant cities, our

i nation combines heritage with innovation.
i Aboveall, itis our people, known for their
creativity, warmth and determination, who
i embody the nation’s spirit and serve as our

: greatest ambassadors.

Today, education, innovation and entre-

i preneurship anchor our development strat-
i egy. Weare firmly committed to sustainable
i growth, the attraction of responsible invest-
i mentand active participation in the global

¢ knowledge economy. Through a robust

i free-zone system and a stable macroeco-

i nomic environment, the Dominican Repub-
¢ lic has become a competitive platform for

¢ high value-added industries, including

¢ medical devices, advanced manufacturing,

i logistics, renewable energy and services.

This year holds particular significance as

itis the 70th anniversary of Japanese migra-
i tion to the Dominican Republic, a historic
¢ milestone that forged enduring human ties

i and mutual respect between our peoples.

We also recently commemorated 40 years

i ofJapan International Cooperation Agency

¢ volunteers in our country, reflecting decades
i of technical cooperation, knowledge

¢ exchange and shared commitment to devel-
i opment. Japanese companies have played

i animportantrole in our industrial and tech-
i nological progress, further strengthening the
i economic partnership between our nations.

On this National Day, we celebrate not

i only our history, but also our shared future.
i We value our friendship with Japan and

¢ remain committed to deepening coop-

i eration based on mutual trust, long-term

¢ vision and shared prosperity.

May this occasion inspire even closer

collaboration and understanding between
i ournations.
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