
decades of friendship. Ghana is indeed open 
for business.

Happy Independence Day to Ghana!
May the bonds between Ghana and Japan 

continue to flourish.
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As Ghana marks its 
69th independence 
anniversary on 
March 6, it is both 
timely and meaning-
ful to reflect on our 
enduring values and 
partnerships, partic-
ularly with Japan, a 
country with which 

Ghana shares a long-standing relationship.
Ghana’s independence in 1957 marked a 

defining moment for Africa as a whole and 
nearly seven decades on, Ghana remains 
firmly committed to the principles of free-
dom and justice. Ghana’s credentials as a 
beacon of good governance and stability on 
the African continent were once again reaf-
firmed in the December 2024 general elec-

tions and subsequent smooth transition of 
government.

Ghana-Japan relations are rooted in a 
history that predates Ghana’s indepen-
dence. As early as the late 1920s, Japanese 
bacteriologist Hideyo Noguchi conducted 
pioneering medical research in Ghana, lay-
ing an early foundation for resilient peo-
ple-to-people ties. Since the establishment 
of formal diplomatic relations in 1957, our 
cooperation has expanded steadily across 
development assistance, trade, investment, 
education and cultural exchange.

In 2027, Ghana will celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of its independence. This year 
also holds special significance for us as it 
marks the convergence of three historic 
milestones: the 100th anniversary of Nogu-
chi’s arrival, 70 years of bilateral relations, 
and 50 years of the Japan Overseas Coop-
eration Volunteers Program in Ghana. 

This is a unique opportunity to celebrate 

the depth of friendship, shared values and 
people-to-people ties that have defined this 
relationship for over a century. They also 
provide a platform for renewing commit-
ments to enhanced cooperation in trade, 
investment, space, science and technol-
ogy, cultural exchange and sustainable 
development.

Japan’s contribution to Ghana’s devel-
opment has been significant. Through the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
and other Japanese institutions, Ghana 
has benefited from interventions in health, 
agriculture, infrastructure, education and 
capacity-building. 

Economic collaboration between Ghana 
and Japan has gained renewed momentum 
in recent years. Ghana’s strategic position as 
host of the African Continental Free Trade 
Area Secretariat places it at the heart of 
Africa’s integrated market of over 1.3 billion 
people. This helps Japanese businesses seek-

ing reliable partners and entry points into 
the African market, particularly in manufac-
turing, renewable energy, digital innovation 
and infrastructure development.

Recent high-level exchanges have further 
strengthened bilateral ties. Notably, the visit 
of His Excellency President John Mahama to 
Japan for the ninth Tokyo International Con-
ference on African Development in August 
reaffirmed our shared commitment to deep-
ening cooperation in sustainable develop-
ment, trade, investment and other emerging 
areas while highlighting Ghana’s vast invest-
ment potential.

This was followed by a working visit to 
Ghana by Japan’s State Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Kunimitsu Ayano from Jan. 14 to 
17. Kunimitsu, who led a powerful public-
private mission that included 35 compa-
nies, held talks in Accra with Vice President 
Naana Jane Opoku-Agyemang, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Samuel Okudzeto Ablakwa

and Trade Agribusiness and Industry Minis-
ter Elizabeth Ofosu-Adjare. 

These engagements highlighted mutual 
confidence in Ghana’s economic pros-
pects and underscored opportunities for 
enhanced collaboration in key sectors.

Globally, Ghana remains committed to 
multilateralism, international cooperation 
and constructive engagement. At the United 
Nations and other international fora, Ghana 
continues to advocate for equitable global 
governance and collective responses to chal-
lenges such as climate change, public health 
and peace and security. These priorities align 
closely with Japan’s emphasis on a rules-
based international order and human-cen-
tered development.

This anniversary is a call to action. 
Together, Ghana and Japan can leverage 
innovation to forge a future defined by 
opportunity, resilience and shared prosper-
ity, anchored on trust and strengthened by 
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