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alike in many ways,
particularly regard-
ing our values, envi-
ronment and outlook on the world.

Iceland and Japan cooperate in trade,
international affairs and look to each other
for examples of good practices and sound
policies that can improve societies. This
includes science, geriatric medicine, stud-
ies of our natural environment and social
policies.

Iceland ranks at the top of indexes that
make international comparisons on gen-
der equality and peace. Iceland is home to
H.E. Vigdis Finnbogadottir, who was the
first female democratically elected head of

international role model. Equality in Iceland

and its resources, are
i cial mention should be given to three. The
¢ Watanabe Trust Fund sponsors 50 projects
¢ involving academic exchanges annually,

i and both the Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa
¢ Foundation and the Nippon Foundation

i have supported numerous academic and

: cultural exchanges through the years.

Iceland and Japan are numerous, but spe-

Tourism between our countries increased

© significantly last year, and the hope is that
¢ this will continue and further contribute

¢ to mutual understanding and knowledge
i about our countries and cultures.

Asaresult of the delayed 2020 Tokyo

i Olympics, a partnership has been estab-
¢ lished between Tama in western Tokyo

i and Iceland’s capital Reykjavik, with Ice-
state in the world and still serves as a positive
¢ and gaining a deeper understanding of the

landic study groups visiting Tama’s schools

i addition, Iceland’s foreign minister con-

i cluded a successful visit to Japan this year
i with her counterpart in Tokyo, which was
i followed by a visit by our health minister.

On this 82nd celebration of the founda-

¢ tion of Iceland as a republic, we also cel-

: ebrate 70 years of diplomatic relations
between Iceland and Japan, and 25 years

: since the establishment of each other’s

i embassies in Tokyo and Reykjavik. Rela-

: tions between Iceland and Japan are strong
¢ and itis my privilege to work with the

i many friends of Iceland in Japan, friends

¢ ofJapanin Iceland, my dedicated staff

i and our Japanese counterparts to further
i strengthen, develop and deepen this rela-
¢ tionship.
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