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tions exceeded $12 billion. Over 120 joint 
ventures and organizations operate in 
Uzbekistan.

Interregional ties are also expand-
ing. Partnerships have been established 
between Tashkent and Nagoya, Samarkand 
and Gifu, Samarkand and Nara, Namangan 
and Hiroshima, Namangan and Dazaifu, 
Syrdarya and Saitama, Fergana and Tochigi, 
Fergana and Chiba, Rishton and Maizuru, 
and Khorezm and Ishikawa.

Education and people-to-people ties 
are also deepening. Nagaoka University of 
Technology has opened an office in Uzbeki-
stan, while an agreement was signed in July 
to establish a joint university in Tashkent 
with University of Tsukuba. A joint research 
center with Tottori University is to open in 
Samarkand in October. Japanese is taught at 
seven Uzbek universities, while Uzbek has 
been taught at Tokyo University of Foreign 
Studies for the past decade.

In 2027, Uzbekistan and Japan will mark 
the 35th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions. We are confident our historical and 
cultural ties, modern partnership and ben-
eficial cooperation will further deepen our 
strategic relationship and strengthen the 
bonds of friendship.

up 46.8% from the previous year. We expect 
another record this year.

Uzbekistan is scheduled to host the 46th 
World Chess Olympiad in September, the 
FIFA U-20 World Cup in 2027 and the Asian 
Youth Games in 2029. In the coming days, a 
large Uzbek delegation will compete at the 
20th edition of the Asian Games and the 
fifth edition of Asian Para Games in Aichi 
Prefecture.

Mirziyoyev’s official visit to Japan from 
Dec. 18 to 20, 2025, marked a milestone 
in our strategic partnership. During the 
visit, he met with His Majesty Emperor 
Naruhito, Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, 
the leaders of both houses of the Diet and 
members of the Japan-Uzbekistan Parlia-
mentary Friendship League. The two sides 

also held a business forum and meetings 
with major Japanese companies and finan-
cial institutions.

The two leaders signed a joint statement 
on an expanded strategic partnership for 
future generations, taking our relations to 
a new level. The visit also saw the first sum-
mit of the Central Asia plus Japan dialogue, 
which adopted the Tokyo Declaration and 
advanced important initiatives for coopera-
tion. Nearly 100 economic agreements were 
reached in preparation for the summit.

Today, our countries cooperate closely 
in trade, investment, industry, energy, 
infrastructure, education and cultural 
exchange. Bilateral trade reached $383 
million in 2025, while projects involving 
Japanese companies and financial institu-
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On Aug. 31, 1991, the 
people of Uzbeki-
stan gained the right 
to determine their 
own destiny and 
future, and a new 
state — the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan 
— emerged on the 
world map.

Achieved at a difficult and complex 
moment in our history, independence has 
become a unifying force for our multieth-
nic nation of over 39 million people. Today, 
it also brings us together around the goal 
of building a “New Uzbekistan.” This year, 
we mark our 35th anniversary under the 
slogan, “One Homeland, One People — 
Together We Build a New Life and a Bright 
Future!”

Under the leadership of President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, sweeping reforms are 
opening Uzbekistan to the world and cre-
ating new opportunities for development. 
In 2025, Uzbekistan’s gross domestic prod-
uct exceeded $145 billion (¥23 trillion), 
with economic growth reaching 7.7%. Over 
the past nine years, GDP has doubled, with 
gold and foreign-exchange reserves top-
ping $60 billion for the first time.

Investment and exports are also growing 
steadily. In 2025, the total volume of invest-
ments implemented in Uzbekistan reached 
$43.1 billion, while exports totaled $33.4 
billion. Total investment accounted for 
31.9% of GDP, laying the groundwork for 
sustained and robust growth in the years 
ahead.

Uzbekistan is also becoming an increas-
ingly attractive destination for travelers. 
Nearly 12 million tourists visited in 2025, 

Marking 35 years of independence and unity

Uzbekistan Independence Day Special

This content was 
compiled in col-
laboration with the 
embassy. The views 
expressed here do 
not necessarily 
reflect those of the 
newspaper.

Uzbekistan President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi finalize a 
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