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Hamas used Israeli attacks to kill Fatah rivals: reports
Gaza City Gaza Strip
AP

------------------------------------------

The day after Israeli tanks en-
tered the Gaza Strip last
month, masked Palestinians
opened fire on the al-Najar
family outside their home,
killing the father and wound-
ing 10 others, including two
teenage girls and a 78-year-old
grandmother.

Ammar al-Najar, 25, a son
of the victim, didn’t know who
the gunmen were, but he said
the family supports the Fatah
movement and has had trou-
ble with the Gaza Strip’s rul-
ing Hamas group.

‘‘My father . . .  tried to talk
to them, but they didn’t talk.
They just started shooting,’’ he
said. The men wore no identi-
fying symbols.

International and Palestin-
ian human rights organiza-
tions say there was a rash of
shootings and beatings across
Gaza during Israel’s offen-
sive, voicing suspicions that
Hamas’ Islamic militants
used wartime chaos to target
enemies, including activists
from the rival Fatah.

Among examples reported
by the rights groups, gunmen
dragged a man from a hospital
bed and another from his
grandfather’s house, then shot
them dead. A third died in a
hospital from beating and gun-
shot wounds after men who
said they were from Gaza se-
curity forces pulled him from
his home.

Two Gaza-based groups,
the Palestinian Center for Hu-
man Rights and the Indepen-

dent Commission on Human
Rights, interviewed survivors
and witnesses who said some
attacks were carried out by
members of Hamas’ internal
security service.

Amnesty International
went further, saying Hamas
militiamen engaged i  n a
‘‘campaign of abductions, de-
liberate and unlawful killings,
torture and death threats
against those they accuse of
‘collaborating’ with Israel, as
well as opponents and critics.’’

All three rights groups are
urging Hamas leaders to in-
vestigate the allegations and
prosecute those responsible.

Hamas and Fatah engaged
in months of clashes in Gaza
before Hamas gunmen seized
control of the territory after
five days of street battles in

June 2007. During the conflict,
both sides committed killings
and kidnappings, including
throwing some victims off
high-rise buildings.

In the latest accusations of
score-settling by Hamas dur-
ing Israel’s three-week offen-
sive, Fatah says some of its
members were slain, others
were shot in the arms or legs,
and many were placed under
house arrest that prevented
them from fleeing areas under
Israeli attack.

Hamas has denied any in-
volvement by members of its
security services but acknowl-
edges that Hamas fighters tar-
geted suspected informers for
Israel.

‘‘The government distin-
guishes between any violation
of the law and actions taken by

the resistance to protect itself
from the danger of spies dur-
ing wartime,’’ said Taher al-
Nunu, a spokesman for Gaza’s
Hamas administration. ‘‘The
government confirms that it
will show no mercy for collab-
orators, who stab our people in
the back, and they will be
judged under the law.’’

A report from the Palestin-
ian Center for Human Rights
details 32 extrajudicial kill-
ings from the Dec. 27 start of
the Israeli campaign to the
end of January.

It said 17 of the dead were
among prisoners who fled Ga-
za’s central prison after it was
damaged by an Israeli air-
strike Dec. 28. As inmates ran
through the bombed-out walls,
gunmen were seen grabbing
some, and their corpses were

found later, the report said.
Most of the 17 had been held as
suspected collaborators.

The group said some of the
15 other people killed during
that period were snatched
from their homes by gunmen,
some of whom claimed to be
members of Hamas’ internal
security service. Some of
those slain turned up dead
soon after, while others were
found injured and later died of
wounds, it said.

Similar attacks have been
reported since Israel halted its
offensive Jan. 18.

On Feb. 6, 51-year-old Jamil
Shaqqura died in a hospital of
wounds from beating and tor-
ture, a week after he was
picked for interrogation by
Hamas’ internal security, the
group said.

Speaking at Shaqqura’s fu-
neral, Hamas Parliament
member Yunis al-Astal said
internal security needed to be
given stricter instructions.
Hamas officials said they
were investigating the case.

Hamas also accepted re-
sponsibility for the killing of
Hasan al-Hijazi, who was shot
by three masked men Jan. 7.
Hamas later issued a state-
ment calling the killing a ‘‘mis-
take,’’ the rights groups said.

‘‘What happened was that
there was chaos, armed cha-
os,’’ said Subhia Juma at the
Independent Commission for
Human Rights.

Juma’s group said gunmen
— some masked, others in offi-
cial uniforms — severely beat
or shot at the legs of at least
116 people. The report by the

Palestinian Center for Human
Rights mentioned ‘‘dozens’’ of
such attacks.

Fatah spokesman Fahmi
Zaarir said 14 Fatah members
in Gaza were killed by Hamas
during the Israeli offensive and
more than 160 were shot in the
arms or legs or were beaten.

He said hundreds of Fatah
members were put under
house arrest, preventing some
from fleeing from the Israeli
advance to safer places. Some
who tried to leave their homes
were shot at, he said.

Amnesty International said
there was ‘‘no doubt’’ the wave
of attacks was carried out by
‘‘Hamas forces and militias,
as they are the only ones who
are allowed to operate with
such a degree of freedom
throughout Gaza.’’

Ex-Gitmo guard tells of abuse
Former soldier recalls initial chaos at camp
in one of the first public interviews with staff

San Juan Puerto Rico
AP

------------------------------------------

Army Pvt. Brandon Neely was
scared when he took Guanta-
namo’s first shackled detain-
ees off a bus.

Told to expect vicious ter-
rorists, he grabbed a trem-
bling, elderly detainee and
ground his face into the ce-
ment — the first of a range of
humiliations he says he partic-
ipated in and witnessed.

Neely has now come for-
ward in this final year of the
detention center’s existence,
saying he wants to publicly air
his feelings of guilt and shame
about how some soldiers be-
haved as the military handled
the first alleged al-Qaida and
Taliban members arriving at
the U.S. Navy base.

His account, one of the first
b  y a former guard describing
abuses at Guantanamo, de-
scribes a chaotic time when
soldiers lacked clear rules for
dealing with detainees, who
were denied many basic com-
forts. He says the circum-
stances changed quickly once
monitors from the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross arrived.

The military says it has
gone to great lengths in the
seven years since then to en-
sure the prisoners’ safe treat-
ment. Army Col. Bill Costello,
spokesman for the U.S. South-
ern Command in Miami,
which oversees the base, in-
sisted that the guards had
strict direction from the start.

After the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks and the swift U.S. mili-
tary response in Afghanistan,
the Bush administration had
little time to prepare for the
hundreds of prisoners being
swept up on the battlefield.

The U.S. Southern Command
was given only a few weeks’ no-
tice before they began arriving
at Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base — a locale thought to be
beyond the reach of U.S. and
Cuban law. The first arrivals

were housed in cages once used
for Haitian migrants.

Now President Barack Oba-
ma is committed to closing the
prison and finding new ways of
handling the remaining 245 de-
tainees as well as any future
terrorism suspects. Human
rights groups say his pledge to
adhere to long-established
laws and treaties governing
prisoner treatment is essen-
tial if the U.S. hopes to prevent
abuses in the future.

‘‘If Guantanamo has taught
us anything, it’s the impor-
tance of abiding by the rule of
law,’’ said Jennifer Daskal, se-
nior counterterrorism counsel
for Human Rights Watch.

Or as Neely put it last week,
‘‘The stuff I did and the stuff I
saw was just wrong.’’

Neely, a Texan who served
for a year in Iraq after his six
months at Guantanamo, re-
ceived an honorable discharge
last year, with the rank of spe-
cialist, and now works as a law
enforcement officer in the
Houston area. He is president
of the local chapter of Iraq
Veterans Against the War.

An urge to tell his story led
him to the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis’ Guantanamo
Testimonials Project, an ef-
fort to document accounts of
prisoner abuse. It includes
public statements from three
other former guards, but Nee-
ly was the first to grant re-
searchers an interview.

The military lets visiting
journalists interview guards
at the base, but they are
picked by the military and
speak in the presence of public
affairs officers.

Testimony from the other
guards echoes some of Neely’s
concerns. One of the other
guards, Sean Baker, de-
scribed in an interview with
CBS’ ‘‘60 Minutes’’ how he was
beaten and hospitalized by fel-
low soldiers in a January 2003
training drill in which he wore
an orange jumpsuit to play the
role of a detainee.

Neely, 28, describes a litany
of cruel treatment by his fellow
soldiers, including beatings
and humiliations he said were
intended only to deliver physi-
cal or psychological pain.

Neely’s account sheds new
light on the early days of
Guantanamo, where guards
were hastily deployed in Janu-
ary 2002 and were soon con-
fronted by men stumbling out
of planes, shackled and wear-
ing blackout goggles.

The soldiers, many of them
still in their teens, had no de-
tailed standard operating pro-
cedures and were taught little
about the Geneva Conven-
tions, which provide guide-
lines for humane treatment of
prisoners of war, Neely said.

Only months had passed
since the Sept. 11 attacks, and
Neely said many of the guards
wanted revenge. Especially
before the first Red Cross vis-
it, he said guards were seizing
on any apparent infractions to
‘‘get some’’ by hurting the de-
tainees. The soldiers’ behavior
seemed justified at the time,
he said, because they were

told ‘‘these are the worst ter-
rorists in the world.’’

He said one medic punched
a handcuffed prisoner in the
face for refusing to swallow a
liquid nutritional supplement,
and another bragged about
cruelly stretching a prisoner’s
torn muscles during what was
supposed to be physical thera-
py treatments.

He said detainees were
forced to submit to take show-
ers and defecate into buckets
in full view of female soldiers,
against Islamic customs.
When a detainee yelled an ex-
pletive at a female guard, he
said a crew of soldiers beat the
man up and held him down so
that the woman could repeat-
edly strike him in the face.

Neely says he feels
ashamed for how he treated
the elderly detainee the first
day. As he recalls it, the man
made a movement to resist on
his way to his cage, and he re-
sponded by shoving the shack-
led man headfirst to the
ground, bruising and scraping
his face. Other soldiers hog-
tied him and left him in the sun
for hours. Only later did Neely
learn — from another detainee
— that the man had jerked
away thinking he was about to
be executed. ‘‘I just felt horri-
ble,’’ Neely recalled.

Neely grew up in a military
family in Huntsville, Texas,
and said he initially saw the
army as a career. He says his
experiences led him to see the
treatment of detainees and the
Iraq invasion as ‘‘morally
wrong.’’ He refused to return
to active duty when called up
from the Inactive Ready Re-
serves in 2007 and ignored let-
ters threatening penalties.

Neely acknowledged that
by talking about his experi-
ences, he also has broken the
nondisclosure pledge he
signed before leaving Guanta-
namo. He also says a lawyer
told him the document he
signed could not be enforced.

Neely said discussing his
experience has helped put it
behind him. ‘‘Speaking out is a
good way to deal with this,’’ he
said.

Saudi government shakeup hailed as ‘bold’
Riyadh
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Saudis on Sunday cheered
King Abdullah’s sweeping
government shakeup as a bold
step forward, a day after he
sacked two powerful conser-
vative religious figures and
named the country’s first-ever
woman minister.

‘‘Bold reform’’ Hayat news-
paper said in its headline,
while the Saudi Gazette herald-
ed the move as a ‘‘Boost for re-
form’’ in the Muslim kingdom.

‘‘Everything is fantastic.
This is what we have been
fighting for,’’ said Ibrahim Mu-
gaiteeb, leader of the Human
Rights First Society, who has
for years done battle with Ab-
dullah’s and previous govern-
ments over rights violations.

Abdullah on Saturday an-
nounced the first major shake-
up of the government since he
became king in August 2005,
naming four new ministers,

changing a number of top jus-
tice-sector jobs, naming 79
new members, according to
Hayat, to the consultative
Shura Council, and shaking up
the Ulema Council, the lead-
ing clerics whose interpreta-
tions of Islamic rules underpin
daily life in the kingdom.

In major changes that ap-
peared to target the most con-
servative religious clerics
who dominate the judiciary,
he replaced powerful Su-
preme Judicial Council head
Sheik Saleh al-Luhaidan,
whom Saudi activists say had
blocked reforms for years.

And he replaced the head of
the Muttawa religious police,
hardliner Sheik Ibrahim al-
Ghaith, who had aggressively
taken his campaign to enforce
a strict version of Islamic mo-
res to the media, challenging
other more liberal figures in
the government.

‘‘The Saudi government re-
shuffle announced yesterday

is not just a changing of the
guard,’’ the Saudi Arab News
said in its editorial. ‘‘It i  s a
clear sign of a major transfor-
mation in the kingdom.’’

Battles over public morali-
ty and women in high jobs
have been brewing for years,
and the challenges to the Is-
lamic conservatives have
grown in recent months.

Women’s groups have de-
manded more rights and the
breaking down of barriers that
limit their career opportuni-
ties; the public has clamored
for movies to be shown in cine-
mas, banned for 30 years;
rights groups have criticized
Islamic judges for extreme
and inconsistent judgments.

And last week Princess
Amira al-Taweel, the wife of
Saudi tycoon Prince Alwaleed
bin Talal, complained publicly
that while she can drive any-
where in the world, she cannot
take the wheel of a car in her
own country, because women

are banned from driving in
Saudi Arabia.

But the symbolism of the
king’s changes is bound to have
an impact. The most symbolic
was the naming of veteran edu-
cator Norah al-Fayez as depu-
ty education minister for fe-
male education affairs — the
most senior job ever granted a
woman in the kingdom.

‘‘She is one of the leading la-
dies of the country,’’ said Mo-
hammad al-Zulfa, outgoing
member of the Shura council.

Even so, the move for wom-
en did not go as far as some ex-
pected. In January, Saudi me-
dia had reported that the new
members of the Shura Council
would include six women, who
have not been represented on
the council in the past.

But none were present on
the new list, making it likely
that no women will be included
in the legislature-like body,
before 2013, the next time ap-
pointments are expected.

Change is gonna come: A Saudi woman stands outside a mosque in Riyadh on Saturday. Saudi Arabia’s king has appointed a
female deputy minister, the highest government position a Saudi woman has attained. AP

Lithuania independence day

‘The stuff I did and the
stuff I saw was wrong.
I just felt horrible.
Speaking out is a good
way to deal with this.’
BRANDON NEELY

1,000-year history affirms Lithuania’s place in Europe
Dainius Kamaitis
AMBASSADOR OF LITHUANIA

------------------------------------------

It is my pleasure to address
the readers of The Japan
Times on t his
historic occa-
sion — Lithua-
nia has just en-
tered the sec-
ond millennium
of its history. I
am confident
that this memo-
rable anniversary is a great
opportunity to look back at the
past of our country and reflect
on its identity as a European
state.

‘‘In the year 1009, St. Bruno,
also known as Boniface, arch-
bishop and monk in his 11th
year of conversion, was struck
in the head by pagans at the
border of Rus and Lithuania,

and along with 18 of his breth-
ren entered Heaven on the sev-
enth day before the Ides of
March.’’

This is an excerpt from the
Annals of Quedlinburg, which
were written in the 11th century
in the convent of Quedlinburg
Abbey, Germany. Although the
mission of St. Bruno to baptize
the pagan King Netimer had a
sad ending, nevertheless these
annals contain the first record-
ed mention of Lithuania, which
takes us 1,000 years back.

So let me reflect on the key
moments of the Lithuanian na-
tion and state. In 1253, Grand
Duke Mindaugas was crowned
as the first and only king of
Lithuania. An important turn-
ing point in Lithuanian history
was the coronation of Grand
Duke Jogaila as king of Po-
land at the end of the 14th cen-

tury, which led to the Chris-
tianization and Europeaniza-
tion of Lithuania.

Grand Duke Vytautas the
Great was undoubtedly the
most famous of Lithuania’s
rulers. Under his rule, the
country’s military union with
Poland led to the overwhelm-
ing victory against the Teuton-
ic Order and the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania stretched from
the Baltic Sea to the Black
Sea, reaching the peak of its
power in the first decades of
the 15th century.

In 1569, the Union of Lublin
united the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania and the Kingdom of
Poland into a federal republic
of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth. However, the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania
ceased to exist in 1795, when
Russia, Austria and Prussia

divided between themselves
the remaining territories of
the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth for the third time.
Thus the larger part of the for-
mer Lithuanian state was ced-
ed to the Russian Empire.

Since then, for well over a
century until 1918, Lithuania
existed neither as a political
nor as a geographical entity. It
was a dark period in its histo-
ry, with the continuous at-
tempts by czarist Russia to
suppress the national identity
of the Lithuanians. However,
in the latter part of the 19th
century, Lithuania experi-
enced a national revival that
laid the foundation for a mod-
ern state.

During World War I, Lithua-
nia was occupied by the Ger-
man Army, but the Lithuanian
state was restored in 1918 and

became a republic. In 1939, the
infamous Molotov-Ribbentrop
Pact signed by Germany and
the Soviet Union divided Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe into
two areas of influence, and
Lithuania fell to the Soviet oc-
cupation a year later. In 1990,
after 50 years of Soviet control,
Lithuania re-established its in-
dependence. Since then, Lithu-
ania has made great progress
in restoring its international
role as an independent state.
And it entered a new era in 2004
when it joined the European
Union and NATO.

Despite the whirlpools of its
dramatic history, Lithuania
was and continues to be an inte-
gral part of Christian Europe,
and the history of Lithuania
was and continues to be the his-
tory of encounters, links and di-
alogues with other European

peoples, states and cultures.
Therefore it is no coincidence
that along with the commemo-
ration of the millennium of the
state, the Lithuanian capital
Vilnius bears the name of the
European Capital of Culture to-
gether with its Austrian part-
ner city of Linz.

‘‘Culture Live’’ is the title and
the ambition of Vilnius — Euro-
pean Capital of Culture 2009. Di-
vided into six themes (special
projects, conventions and con-
ferences, European art pro-
gram, culture (re) discovery
program, live history program,
people program), the national
program ‘‘Vilnius — European
Capital of Culture 2009’’ aims to
promote dialogue and toler-
ance in Europe, and in other
parts of the world. It also
strives to elevate culture as a
virtue in modern society and

the driving force in city devel-
opment, which will distinguish
Vilnius as one of the most mod-
ern and dynamic cities in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe,
known in the world as a contem-
porary cultural center, and one
with a unique and apparent
identity that is open to new ide-
as and investments.

For the whole year, the
streets of Vilnius, squares,
museums and art centers, the-
aters and concert halls will

turn into a huge arts platform
for about 900 events that will
involve not only professional
local and international artists,
but the citizens and guests of
Vilnius as well. A participant
or just a spectator, everyone is
expected to add a touch of
originality and warmth to the
program. So I invite you to vis-
it Lithuania during this memo-
rial year and experience the
vital celebration of creativity,
making Culture Live happen!

AP
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