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Haider’s party wins regional poll
Vienna AFP-JIJI

The far-right party of Austria’s late politician Joerg Haider won
regional elections in his home region Sunday after facing a fight
for its political life, provisional results showed.

Haider’s BZOe party garnered 45.5 percent of the vote in
southern Carinthia state, more than the far right won in 2004,
when Haider led his party’s campaign. At the time, Haider
headed the FPOe, from which the BZOe split in 2005, winning
42.4 percent of the vote. If the results are confirmed, the BZOe
will have gained some respite from being absorbed by the
far-right FPOe, which in the last nationwide election in
September became Austria’s third-biggest party.

The center-left Social Democrats came in a distant second at
28.6 percent — nearly 10 percentage points less than in 2004,
according to the estimate. The conservative OeVP did better
than five years ago, with 16.5 percent. The FPOe and the Greens
did not win enough votes to enter the regional assembly in the
state capital, Klagenfurt.

Mania linked to desire for fame
London AFP-JIJI

People with bipolar tendencies have higher expectations of what
they can achieve in terms of success, money and fame, a study
published Monday finds.

Researchers assessed 103 people, including 27 with diagnosed
manic depression, or bipolar disorder, a brain disorder that
causes unusual and often dramatic shifts in a person’s mood,
energy and ability to function.

‘‘We found that the people who had experienced episodes of
mania during their lives had the highest expectations of
achieving popular success and financial success,’’ said
professor Sheri Johnson from the University of California. ‘‘This
pattern suggests that people with manic or bipolar tendencies
are drawn to focus on success, money and popular fame.’’

Writing in the British Journal of Clinical Psychology, she said
mania — characterized by an elevated mood, racing thoughts
and increased talkativeness — had already been linked to a
belief in the importance of achievement. ‘‘These results suggest
that mania, along with all of its costs, may also drive people to
set higher goals,’’ Johnson said.

Rwanda, Congo to establish ties
Kigali AP

Rwanda intends to establish full diplomatic relations with
Congo following a joint military operation that saw the
neighbors and former enemies collaborate in hunting down an
extremist militia, the U.N. chief said.

Rwandan President Paul Kagame confirmed the plan during
an hourlong meeting with U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon
at the president’s offices.

Rwanda invaded Congo in 1996 and 1998, and left only after a
2002 peace agreement ended a war that drew in more than half a
dozen African armies. In January, Congo allowed the Rwandans
to enter the Congo to hunt down the remnants of the extremist
Rwandan Hutu militia accused of orchestrating the slaughter of
more than 500,000 people, mostly ethnic Tutsis, during Rwanda’s
1994 genocide. The Rwandan troops began pulling out
Wednesday.

Holy @$%! L.A. County to go cuss-free
Los Angeles AP

Pay no attention to that eerie silence in America’s most populous
county this week; it will simply be the sound of 10 million people
not swearing.

At least that is the result 15-year-old McKay Hatch is hoping
for once his campaign to clear the air is recognized by the Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors. On Tuesday, the board
will issue a proclamation by Supervisor Michael Antonovich
making the first week in March No Cussing Week.

Antonovich’s county motion carries no penalties.
The county is not the first entity to try to put the lid on

swearing. Hatch’s hometown of South Pasadena declared itself
a cuss-free zone for a week last March, and two years ago a high
school in Canada threatened to suspend repeat cussers.

Amid Obama’s change, more of the same
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Nancy Benac
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

For all the sweeping changes
that President Barack Obama
has delivered, there also has
been an ample helping of more
of the same.

The Bush policy of impris-
oning enemy combatants in
Afghanistan without trial?
Obama is OK with that.

The Bush tax cuts for the
rich that candidate Obama
promised to wipe out early?
The Obama White House will
let them run their course.

The Bush team’s claim of a
‘‘state secrets’’ privilege to
avoid releasing information?
The Obama White House has
agreed thrice over, even as it
reviews the policy.

Across the landscape of
government, there are plenty
of other instances in which
Obama is staying his Republi-
can predecessor’s course — at
least for now.

Has Obama had a change of
heart or undergone a sea
change in ideology? Hardly.
He has made a clean break
with the Bush administration
on all sorts of policies, and
more change is surely coming.

His holdover actions can be
traced to a variety of factors:
the realities of governing; the
natural inclination of presi-
dents to preserve their pow-
ers; the limits imposed by a
tough economy and existing
entanglements abroad; and
the fact it is not always easy or
desirable to turn around com-
plex policies on a dime.

After all, he has been in of-
fice not even six weeks.

In one case, Obama’s Jus-
tice Department seemed to be
holding its nose as it tried to
explain why it is continuing
the Bush administration’s
claim that telecommunica-
tions companies cannot be
sued for cooperating with the
government’s secret warrant-
less wiretapping program.

‘‘The government is com-
pelled to defend (the) statute
as long as it can reasonably do
so,’’ spokesman Matthew Mill-
er said in a statement.

Some Obama supporters
are nervous.

‘‘There are some troubling
signs that can’t be ignored,’’
Anthony Romero of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union
wrote recently about Obama
administration actions on se-
crecy, torture and abuse.

Some critics are chortling.

‘‘Here’s something Presi-
dent Obama’s biggest fans
may need to hear: He’s just
not that into you,’’ columnist
Jonah Goldberg wrote last
week. He pointed to the enemy
combatant and state secrets
cases, Obama’s decision to re-
tain former President George
W. Bush’s defense chief, Rob-
ert Gates, and continued sup-
port for faith-based programs.

Stephen Biddle, an expert
on national security policy at
the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, said it is healthy that
Obama is avoiding the mind-
set that Bush adopted when he
came to office with a reflexive
‘‘ABC’’ approach: ‘‘Anything
But Clinton.’’

‘‘What we’re getting isn’t an
administration that’s auto-
matically rejecting every-
thing,’’ Biddle said. ‘‘He’s try-
ing to make these calls one by
one on the merits.’’

Whatever his reasons, Oba-
ma has taken some supporters
aback with a number of recent
actions.

In one, the administration
sided with Bush in trying to
kill a lawsuit that seeks to re-
cover what could be millions
of missing White House e-
mails from the Bush years.

Obama’s administration al-
so echoed Bush in maintaining
that detainees in Afghanistan
have no constitutional rights.

In three pending court
cases, it has invoked an argu-
ment of state secrets or simi-
lar claims to avoid disclosure
of sensitive information even
as it conducts a wide-ranging
review that will help decide

what secrets should be kept.
Glenn Sulmasy, who teach-

es constitutional law at the
U.S. Coast Guard Academy,
said Obama is simply shifting
from campaigning to govern-
ing.

‘‘It’s just the realities of ex-
ecutive power in the 21st cen-
tury,’’ Sulmasy said. ‘‘When
you sit down and see the threat
of al-Qaida and the threats to
national security and home-
land security, this would be
natural and normal for him to

take such steps and mea-
sures.’’

Biddle, the foreign policy
expert, said that in matters of
foreign policy, a president of-
ten finds himself boxed in by
decisions of his predecessors
that limit his options. There is
no unwinding what has hap-
pened in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, for example.

That may be one reason FBI
Director Robert Mueller said
last week that when it comes
to hunting terrorists, ‘‘there
has not been a change in terms
of our priorities. There is no
one in the Bush administration
or the Obama administration
who wants another terrorist
attack, and the emphasis has
remained the same.’’

Homeland Security Secre-
tary Janet Napolitano high-
lighted another case last week
where Obama is in sync with

Bush. She said the govern-
ment won’t be able to meet the
2012 congressional deadline
for screening all cargo coming
into the U.S. for radiological
and nuclear materials. Both
administrations argued that
the rule requires agreements
with other countries, and the
deadline won’t work.

Beyond national security,
campaign-trail calls for an
early end to the Bush tax cuts
for the wealthiest Americans
vanished when the economy
went into free fall. Nor is Oba-
ma inclined to force a renego-
tiation of the North American
Free Trade Agreement, as he
hinted during the campaign
that he might do.

Still, Obama won’t extend
tax cuts for the rich, as Repub-
licans want. He plans to let the
lower rates on the wealthy go
back up on schedule and fur-
ther ding the rich by limiting
their deductions starting 2011.

In another case, the admin-
istration is in court defending
a last-minute Bush rule even
as it conducts a 90-day review
of the policy. On Jan. 9, a Bush
rule took effect that allows
people to bring loaded, con-
cealed weapons into national
parks. The Obama adminis-

tration argued against a pre-
liminary injunction to put the
rule on hold, saying the court
should be allowed to reach its
conclusion.

Obama can point to any num-
ber of swift policy reversals. He
signed legislation to provide
health coverage to 11 million
children that had been twice ve-
toed by Bush. He issued prou-
nion executive orders and
signed a law to help workers su-
ing over pay discrimination.

He is shifting more troops to
Afghanistan and aiming to or-
der all U.S. combat troops to
leave Iraq by August 2010. His
attorney general declared wa-
terboarding to be torture, set-
ting a sharply different tone
from the past administration.
Obama has promised to close
the Guantanamo detention
center within a year.

In some cases, Obama
hasn’t acted fast enough or
gone far enough for those ea-
ger for change.

Groups that had been criti-
cal of Bush’s support for reli-
gious organizations grumbled
when Obama expanded and
redefined the White House of-
fice that helps those charities.
Barry Lynn, president of
Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State, said
he was shocked that Obama
hadn’t reversed Bush’s execu-
tive orders that allow religious
groups receiving federal mon-
ey to discriminate in hiring.

‘‘I’m deeply disappointed
he’s failed to clean up even the
obvious constitutional and civ-
il rights problems of the Bush
administration,’’ Lynn said.
‘‘You don’t need to change reg-
ulations. You don’t need an act
of Congress. You just redo the
executive orders on discrimi-
nation and prohibit it.’’

Obama stressed that the
program will not show favorit-
ism to any religious group and
will adhere to a strict separa-
tion of church and state.

Proponents of stem cell re-
search, meanwhile, had ex-
pected the new president to
immediately reverse Bush’s
executive order prohibiting
federal financing for research
involving new embryonic
stem cell lines. They weren’t
reassured when Obama advis-
er David Axelrod said recent-
ly that he expected ‘‘some-
thing on that soon, I think.’’

‘‘When you’re dealing every
day with people with a pro-
gressive disease, time really
matters,’’ said Amy Comstock
Rick, president of the Coali-
tion for the Advancement of
Medical Research.

Change in change: Former Illinois Sen. Barack Obama speaks at an election campaign rally in Milwaukee last year. Despite
vows of change, Obama has kept many policies that were put in place during the George W. Bush presidency. AP

Cultural rhythms: Bulgarian children in traditional costumes take part in a folk dance.

Ancient features: A solid-gold, 672-gram mask, dating from the
late fifth century B.C., is believed to depict the face of a Thracian
king. It is part of the Thracian Treasures in Bulgaria exhibition at
the Hiroshima Prefectural Art Museum through March 31.

Obama’s holdover actions can be traced to a
variety of factors: the realities of governing, the
inclination of presidents to preserve their
powers, the limits imposed by a tough economy
and existing entanglements abroad, and the fact
that it is not always easy or desirable to turn
around complex policies on a dime.

Excellent political, cultural ties stimulate economic activities
Acad. Blagovest Sendov
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF BULGARIA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

The National Day of Bulgaria
marks our lib-
eration from
Ottoman rule
a  s a result of
the victory of
Russia in the
Russo-Tur k i s h
war,  which
ended with the
San Stefano Peace Treaty on
March 3, 1878. In Japan, we

celebrate our National Day
this year in the framework of
the 50-year jubilee of the re-
establishment of diplomatic
relations between Bulgaria
and Japan after World War
II. This remarkable jubilee
started with the official visit
to Japan of President H.E.
Georgi Parvanov and his
wife, Zorka.

In their joint statement,
Prime Minister Taro Aso and
President Parvanov con-
firmed that between the two
countries there has been ac-

tive interaction in a wide
range of fields such as politi-
cal, economic and cultural
exchanges, and exchanges of
human resources based on
mutual understanding and
cooperation, and shared val-
ues such as democracy and a
market economy. They noted
with satisfaction that the tra-
ditional friendly bilateral re-
lations gained new momen-
tum through the mutual vis-
its of the foreign ministers of
both countries in 2007.

Soon after the re-establish-

ment of diplomatic relations
in 1959, the two countries be-
gan economic exchanges. In
1965, Bulgaria bought its first
modern computer from the
Japanese company Fujitsu
Ltd., and started broad coop-
eration with Japan in elec-
tronics and robotics. A mile-
stone of the development of
relations between the two
countries was Osaka Expo ’70
at which the Japanese public
was attracted to the products
on display at the Bulgarian
pavilion. The interest of Meiji
Dairies in Bulgarian yogurt
also started from the exposi-
tion in 1970. In those days,
Bulgaria and Japan had com-
pletely different political ori-
entation and even though
Bulgarian industry was con-
trolled by the government,
the two countries managed to
establish very fruitful eco-
nomic relations.

After the breakup of the so-
cialist bloc, Bulgaria became
a democratic country, and is
a member of NATO and the
European Union. Now Bul-
garia and Japan have com-
pletely equal political orien-
tation. Bulgarian industry
and the business community
are privatized. We had a pa-
vilion at Expo 2005 Aichi. One
would expect that now eco-
nomic relations between Bul-
garia and Japan are much
wider and more fruitful. In
fact they are not. I know that

the responsibility for such re-
sults rests with my country
and we have to do our best to
improve our opportunities.

We have to show our Japa-
nese business partners that
the new democratic Bulgaria
is a reliable and attractive
destination for foreign invest-
ment and tourism. In this re-
spect, the research missions
to Bulgaria of leading econom-
ic organizations such as the
Japan Business Federation
(Nippon Keidanren) and the
FEC (Friendship Exchange
Council) are of the utmost im-
portance. We have to see the
global economic stagnation al-
so as an opportunity for fur-
ther development and growth.

It is natural to mark the
achievements when celebrat-
ing a jubilee. Let me mention
the rich and long-standing
cultural exchange between
Bulgaria and Japan, and the
variety of cultural activities
organized during this year in
both countries. The high-
lights of the ‘‘Year of Bulgar-
ia in Japan’’ are the exhibi-
tion of ancient Thracian trea-
sures, dating back to 3000
B.C. and inaugurated by
President Parvanov, his
wife, and Their Imperial
Highnesses Prince and Prin-
cess Akishino, the ‘‘The Cyril-
lic Alphabet’’ poster exhibi-
tion of Bulgarian-born letters
and the Bulgarian Film
Days, which will be held for

the first time in Japan.
We are expecting in May to

welcome in Bulgaria Prince
and Princess Akishino during
their visit to the four Danube
countries to commemorate
the ‘‘Japan-Danube Friend-
ship Year,’’ and the 50th anni-
versary of the re-establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Bulgaria and Japan.
This visit will be an auspi-
cious opportunity to attract
the attention of the Japanese
public to Bulgaria as well as
deepen mutual understand-
ing between our nations.
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