
The Japan Times PUBDATE: 3/23/2009 PAGE: 6 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 16:5:9

3/23/199 / / PT SUP/PG 6/ED 1

6 THE JAPAN TIMES MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2009 (3)

Pakistan national day

Founding vision to be realized on democratic path
Noor Muhammad Jadmani
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

------------------------------------------

As we cele-
brate our Na-
tional Day to-
day, I would
like, on my own
behalf and on
behalf of all
Pakistanis in
Japan, to ex-

press our warm and respectful
greetings to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, and to
the government and friendly
people of Japan.

March 23, 1940, is celebrat-
ed as a historic occasion,
when the idea of Pakistan as
a separate homeland for the
Muslims of British India took
concrete form with the adop-
tion of the ‘‘Pakistan Resolu-
tion.’’ Since its emergence on
the map of the world under
the visionary leadership of
Quaid-e-Azam (the great
leader) Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, on Aug. 14, 1947, Paki-
stan has surmounted many
obstacles and made progress
in different fields of endeav-
or.

The democratic govern-

ment in Pakistan is resolved to
translate the vision of Quaid-e-
Azam into reality. Despite dif-
ficulties and many challenges,
Pakistanis have succeeded in
bringing the country back to
the democratic path. The gov-
ernment and the people of Pa-
kistan are striving to convert
the challenges into opportuni-
ties with a focus on modera-
tion, a peaceful environment
and development.

On the economic front, the

macroeconomic indicators
suggest 2009 will be a better
year and we will witness an
economic turnaround. Due to
the prudent economic policies
of the present leadership, for-
eign investments are making
their way to Pakistan, exports
and imports continue to grow
a  t a healthy pace, and the
banking sector has shown re-
silience despite the global re-
cession.

Since the establishment of

formal diplomatic ties in 1952,
relations between Pakistan
and Japan have been marked
by cooperation, understand-

ing and
shared per-
ceptions on
major inter-
national is-
sues. The
f o u ndations
of friendly
ties be-
tween our
two coun-
tries rest on
l i n k a g e  s
that are an-
cient and
m o d e r  n  .
H i s torical-
ly, these ties
go back
more than
2,000 years
to when the
northwest -
ern part of
P  a  k i s t a n
was the cra-
dle of the
Ghandh a r a
c i vilization,
with its Ma-
h  a y a n a
B u d d h i s  m

finding its way to Japan.
In Japan, on this day, we al-

so recall with gratitude Ja-
pan’s prominent role as a be-
neficent development partner
of Pakistan. Japan is one of
the leading trading partners of
Pakistan and a major donor.
Japan’s support to Pakistan
has recently been displayed
with its offer to host in Tokyo
two important multilateral
meetings, Friends of Demo-
cratic Pakistan, and a donors’
conference to supplement Pa-
kistan’s efforts to meet its fi-
nancial challenges and devel-
opmental goals.

Given the progressive out-
look and enlightened policies
of the elected government of
Pakistan, we are confident
that we will realize our eco-
nomic goals and further
strengthen our relations with
close friends like Japan in the
years to come.

Japan, Pakistan to expand regional cooperation onto world stage

Mitsuo Horiuchi
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-PAKISTAN

PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Pakistan
Parliamentarians Friendship
League, I offer
my felicitations
to the
government and
people of the
Islamic
Republic of
Pakistan on the
auspicious
occasion of Pakistan Day.

Since Japan and Pakistan

established diplomatic relations
in 1952, they have promoted
active and cordial
people-to-people exchanges in
various fields, including the
political, economic and cultural
spheres, and developed a close
bilateral relationship. I have
personally been engaged in
such activities since I became
president of the league and I
visited Pakistan in April 2002 as
the prime minister’s special
envoy to attend ceremonies
commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the establishment
of Japan-Pakistan diplomatic
relations.

In recent years, particularly,

we have witnessed that the
relations between Japan and
Pakistan have developed one
step further. First of all,
Masahiko Komura, then foreign
minister, visited Pakistan last
May and signed a loan for
about ¥48 billion, mainly for
improving infrastructure. More
recently, Shaukat Fayaz
Ahmed Tarin, adviser to the
prime minister on finance,
revenue, economic affairs and
statistics, visited Japan last
month and had meetings with
Japanese leaders, including
Prime Minister Taro Aso. As
president of the
Parliamentarians Friendship

League I met him and had a
very meaningful exchange of
views.

Japan and Pakistan, as
friends in Asia, are about to
enter a new stage of partnership
to jointly address the world’s
major challenges in the
international community. As
president of the
Parliamentarians Friendship
League, I will make my utmost
efforts to further enhance mutual
understanding and bilateral
relations. I reiterate my wishes
for the continued prosperity of
Pakistan, and further
development of friendly relations
between Japan and Pakistan.

Foreign investment can help to tap
rich potential of oil and gas sector
Amjad Ali Khan
PAKISTAN MINERAL DEVELOPMENT CORP.

------------------------------------------

Hydrocarbon exploration in
Pakistan coincided with the
early days of oil exploration in
other parts of the world. The
first exploratory well was
drilled by the government of
Punjab near the famous Kun-
dal oil seepage in 1866, just
seven years after the world’s
pioneer well in Pennsylvania.

This was followed by the
drilling of 13 wells near the
Khattan oil seepage (south-
east of Quetta) in Balochistan
during the period 1885 to 1892,
which produced 25,000 barrels
of heavy oil.

As a result of extensive geo-
logical surveys in the northern
part of the Potwar Basin by
Attock Oil Co., the first com-
mercial discovery of oil was
made in 1915, and it is still pro-
ducing today.

Pakistan has been blessed
with a total sedimentary area
of about 827,365 sq. km (611,307
sq. km onshore and 216,058 sq.
km offshore) suitable for hy-
drocarbon exploration. By the
end of 2008, 1,685 wells (725 ex-
ploratory wells and 960 ap-
praisal/development wells)
have been drilled in different
sedimentary sub-basins of Pa-
kistan, with a drilling density
of 1.99 wells per 1,000 sq. km.

On the basis of exploratory
drilling, Pakistani basins are
considered less explored com-
pared to other basins, which
are generally similar in geo-
logical setting and hydrocar-
bon potential, in North Ameri-
ca and the North Sea, where
the drilling density is several
times higher than in Pakistan.
However, these limited dril-
ling activities in the sedimen-
tary basins of Pakistan have
resulted in 219 oil and gas/con-
densate discoveries, with an
overall success ratio of 1:3.31.

So far Pakistan’s total dis-

covered recoverable oil and
gas reserves are 936 million
barrels and 1.59 trillion cubic
meters, respectively. The to-
tal resource potential of Paki-
stan is estimated to be 27 bil-
lion barrels of oil and 8.46 tril-
lion cubic meters of gas.
Taking into account the dril-
ling density, and the discov-
ered oil and gas reserves so
far, Pakistan’s petroliferous
basins remain a geological
frontier, and hold promise for
the future in view of their mul-
tiple habitats for petroleum
generation and accumulation.

The government of Paki-
stan is also playing an effec-
tive role by arranging bidding
rounds for exploration blocks
(1989 and 1993), and announc-
ing incentive packages for oil
and gas investors through pe-
troleum policies (1991, 1993,
1994, 1997, 2001, 2007 and 2009).
In addition, roadshows are pe-
riodically held abroad for the
promotion of exploration and
production activities.

One of the most important
prerequisites of an effective
exploration program is the
availability of a databa s e .
This is particularly important
in the case of developing coun-
tries with petroleum potential
and less explored basins such
as Pakistan. To this end, it is
worth mentioning that the
government in 2001 initiated
an online exploration and pro-
duction data repository pro-
ject using the Landmark Pe-
troBankTM system (less than
10 counties in the world have
this facility), which has been
fully operational for the last
six years.

The other important step
taken by the government to this
end was to highlight the hydro-
carbon potential of Pakistan’s
sedimentary basins by inte-
grating geological, geophysi-
cal, petro physical, and o t h e r
technical information in the

form of Pakistan’s Hydrocar-
bon Habitat Report through in-
ternationally reputable con-
sulting firms in the oil and gas
industry in 1988. This report has
been updated through a world-
class oil and gas consulting
firm by incorporating all the
technical data and new con-
cepts that have become avail-
able since 1988. This report will
be shortly available to all exist-
ing and prospective oil and gas
companies.

The availability of infra-
structure and trained/experi-
enced manpower in a country
also plays a pivotal role in at-
tracting foreign investment to
its oil and gas sector. One of the
best gas transmission and dis-
tribution networks is available
across Pakistan, linking the oil
and gas producing fields to the
main consumption centers. In
addition, there are crude oil re-
fineries in different parts of the
country along with cross-coun-
try white oil and crude oil pipe-
lines. Local oil and gas compa-
nies like OGDCL, POL and
PPL, which have been operat-
ing in the Pakistan oil and gas
sector for more than half a cen-
tury, together with several uni-
versities have developed a
strong regional manpower base
for existing and prospective oil
and gas companies in Pakistan.

To meet its fast-growing en-
ergy requirements, the gov-
ernment announced in Janu-
ary its Petroleum Policy 2009,
which provides for economic
and commercial incentives
for investors in the upstream
petroleum sector of Pakistan,
which has a competitive edge
over the terms and conditions
offered by other governments
in the region with similar geo-
political environments. Under
the 2009 policy, terms and con-
ditions for oil exploration com-
panies have been relaxed in
addition to a substantial in-
crease in the gas price.

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani

Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah

President of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari



The Japan Times PUBDATE: 3/23/2009 PAGE: 7 C M Y K OUTPUT TIME: 21:47:40

3/23/199 / / PT JTE/PG 7/ED 1

(4) THE JAPAN TIMES MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2009 7

Pakistan national day/world

Girl, 3, missing in Franco-Russian tug-of-love

Marseille France
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

European police were Satur-
day seeking a 3-year-old girl in
the middle of an international
tug-of-love after her French
father said his estranged Rus-
sian wife had kidnapped her.

Jean-Michel Andre, a re-
searcher in oceanography
from the south of France, said
two men dressed as security
agents hit him hard before
taking his daughter, Elise, as
she returned home from
school in Arles on Friday.

In an interview, Andre said
he was ‘‘certain’’ that the third
person in the team — a woman
dressed in black and wearing
a wig — was his estranged
wife Irina Belenkaya.

Police on Saturday issued a
continentwide alert over the
missing girl, whose father was
given custody of the child by a
French court in 2007.

The prosecutor said the
dragnet across Europe was of
an ‘‘exceptional’’ scale and in-
volved police, border and im-
migration officials.

Legal battles over custody

issues have been launched in
both countries. The girl has
dual nationality, and a Rus-
sian court gave her mother
custody.

Her father said he managed
to spirit Elise out of Russia in
2008 after she was taken there
by her mother, and vowed he
was ready to do so again.

On Saturday afternoon,
French police sources said the
suspected kidnappers and the
girl boarded a plane bound for
Moscow from Switzerland,
where they had been spotted
earlier in the day.

But Andre late Saturday
said he had been shown faxed
copies of the passports of the
four travelers, ‘‘which corre-
spond neither to those of my
daughter, nor my wife, nor the
attacker whom I saw.’’

He added, ‘‘I am still keep-
ing hope there is a possibility
that she is still in Switzer-
land.’’

The French prosecutor in
charge of the case, Antoine
Paganelli, also told journal-
ists that earlier reports that
the girl was on the Moscow
flight were false.

‘‘The verifications by the
Swiss were extremely precise
and minute and do not prove
that the child took a flight to
Moscow,’’ he said.

‘‘The father did not recog-
nize the child on the passport,’’
a copy of which was faxed by
Swiss authorities.

A woman had alerted
French police saying she had
seen the girl and her mother
board a train from the French
city of Montpellier to Geneva.

Andre said he was ‘‘sure’’
Belenkaya was behind the kid-
napping and urged her to get
in touch with the police as soon
as possible.

‘‘If she does this, she will be-
have like Elise’s mother, not
like a madwoman,’’ he said.

Andre said he would return
to Moscow, despite being the
subject of a Russian arrest
warrant, to seek his daughter
and bring her back to France.

‘‘I will go to Moscow. I will
bring her back,’’ Andre said.
‘‘She is my daughter. If I enter
Russia now, it would be sui-
cide. . .  . I have to enter under
a false name with a false pass-
port.’’

Alaska, Florida consider banning sexual acts on animals
Juneau Alaska
AP

------------------------------------------

The subject of bestiality can
cause nervous snickering. But
many in the southeast Alaska
community of Klawock, popu-
lation 800, were not laughing
last April after a 26-year-old
registered sex offender was
accused of molesting a local
family’s pet dog.

The man was spotted by a
local woman coaxing the Lab-
rador retriever into the woods
near a ball field. There he al-
legedly tied it to a tree, taped
its muzzle shut with duct tape
and had sex with it, witnesses
told police at the time.

The man had been twice
convicted of raping a young
boy and more recently had
served probation for assault
after lunging at a child.

While the incident with the
dog was reported to the police,
Klawock Mayor Don Marvin
said nothing happened for two
days while fearful parents es-
corted their children home
from school. ‘‘When this inci-
dent happened, we had a com-
munity that was scared,’’ Mar-
vin said.

Because Alaska has no law
against such an attack, Ket-
chikan District Attorney
James Scott eventually
charged the man with two
counts of criminal mischief,
which was later changed to a
theft charge.

In requesting a $10,000 bail,
Scott told the court that the
state was concerned that if a
small child had been available
and unattended that day, ‘‘the
small child would have been
found taped (and) tied in the
woods.’’

Shocked by that and other
similar cases of involving hu-
mans having sex with ani-
mals, lawmakers in Florida
and Alaska are considering
bans on bestiality. They are
among 15 states where the
practice is not explicitly ille-
gal.

Alaska’s House Judiciary
Committee on Friday heard
testimony on a measure that
would expand the state’s ani-
mal cruelty law to include sex-
ual conduct. It would make the
practice a Class A misde-
meanor punishable by up to a
year in jail and a $10,000 fine.

In Florida, a bill that would
make sex with animals pun-
ishable by up to five years in
prison has been unanimously
approved by two Senate com-
mittees before reaching the
full chamber.

Florida Sen. Nan Rich, a
Democrat, has a thick folder
in her office containing news
clippings of cases around the
state of people having sex with
animals. She says research
has shown that people who mo-
lest animals are likely to rape
or molest people.

‘‘There’s quite a number of

cases,’’ said Rich, holding up
an article. ‘‘This one is, unfor-
tunately, a man having sex
with his guide dog. This is
about a goat’s death, a female
goat in Walton County that had
been sexually assaulted. Un-
fortunately it’s not an isolated
incident. We need a mecha-
nism to prosecute.’’

The Walton County case in
2006 helped bring the problem
to light. There were at least
four goat rapes in Mossy
Head, including one that re-
sulted in the animal dying. In-
stead of being charged with a
sex act, a suspect was charged

with stealing two goats, said
Dee Thompson, the director of
Panhandle Animal Welfare
Society.

Authorities in Tallahassee,
Fla., also struggled in 2005 to
find charges that would fit
against a blind man accused of
having sex with his guide dog.
The man was initially charged
with felony animal cruelty,
but prosecutors dropped that
charge and recharged him
with ‘‘breach of the peace.’’

In Tennessee, bestiality
was banned in 2007. Arizona
did so in 2006 after a Mesa dep-
uty fire chief was accused of

bestial acts with his next-door
neighbor’s lamb. Washington
state also banned sex with ani-
mals in 2006, after a man died
o  f a perforated colon from
having sex with a horse on a
farm in rural King County.

In Alaska, Lynn’s measure
is backed by the Department
of Corrections, the Alaska
Farm Bureau, the Humane
Society of the United States
and the Alaska Peace Officers
Association.

Rachel Dzuiba, a veterinar-
ian at the Gastineau Humane
Society in Juneau, said it
would not only protect ani-

mals but also protect the pub-
lic against a cycle of abuse and
violence.

‘‘The act of forcing a living
creature to engage in a sexual
activity without the ability of
consent cannot simply be
viewed as a personal choice —
no more than forcing a child or
an impaired adult would be,’’
Dzuiba told the House Judicia-
ry Committee at a hearing
Friday.

The society’s executive di-
rector, Chava Lee, said that
she has received several
complaints at the Juneau an-
imal shelter about sexual de-

viancy against animals.
‘‘In each case that has come

to my attention, coercion,
abuse, threat of physical harm
or terrorizing a human during
the practice of a sexual as-
sault on an animal was pre-
sent,’’ Lee said.

According to the national
Humane Society, several stud-
ies highlight the link between
the sexual assault of animals
and sex crimes against hu-
mans, including:
B FBI research on the back-
grounds of serial sexual homi-
cide perpetrators that uncov-
ered high rates of sexual as-
sault of animals.
B A report in the Journal of Fo-
rensic Psychiatry that said 20
percent of children who sexu-
ally abuse other children also
have histories of sexually
abusing animals.
B A Utah State University
study showing 37 percent of
sexually violent juvenile of-
fenders have a history of ani-
mal sexual assault.

The committee also heard
testimony from Klawock
Chief of Police Cullen Fowler
who said the dog that had been
allegedly assaulted did not re-
quire veterinary care but ap-
peared to have suffered.

Fowler said the pressure of
the taped muzzle caused blood
vessels to burst in its eyes, and
the dog was sensitive to the
touch, jumpy and afraid for a
long time after the incident.

Pope prays for
women killed
at Angola rally
Luanda
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Pope Benedict XIV, address-
ing the biggest crowd of his
trip, on Sunday challenged Af-
ricans to cast aside the ‘‘clouds
of evil’’ of wars, corruption
and tribal strife and forge a
new path to peace and pros-
perity.

On his last full day in Africa
he said a Mass for a crowd esti-
mated by police and organizers
at some 1 million people. At its
start, he prayed for two women
killed in a stadium stampede at
an event Saturday.

‘‘I express my solidarity to
their families and friends and
my deep pain because this
happened while they were
coming to see me,’’ he told the
crowd gathered on a sprawl-
ing dusty area near the city’s
cement factory.

Two women in their early
20s were killed in a stampede
to enter the stadium in central
Luanda several hours before
the pope presided at a youth
rally on Saturday. The Vati-
can said it had been told that
up to 40 people were injured.

In his last major message,
read from a massive platform
covered by a huge canopy to
shelter him from the sun, the

pope drove home a message
he has been sounding for a
week — that Africa had to shed
its systemic ills.

He said the continent had
too often seen ‘‘the destructive
power of civil strife, the de-
scent into a maelstrom of ha-
tred and revenge, the squan-
dering of the efforts of genera-
tions of good people.’’

Africa is currently scarred
by several conflicts, including
those in Congo, Darfur and So-
malia.

‘‘Tragically, the clouds of
evil have also overshadowed
Africa, including this beloved
nation of Angola,’’ he said of
the country which ended its
own 27-year civil war in 2002.

‘‘We think of the evil of war,
the murderous fruits of tribal-
ism and ethnic rivalry, the
greed which corrupts men’s
hearts, enslaves the poor, and
robs future generations of the
resources they need to create
a more equitable and just soci-
ety, a society truly and au-
thentically African in its ge-
nius and values,’’ he said.

Before delivering his tradi-
tional Sunday noon blessing to
the crowd, he called Africa
‘‘this great continent so filled
with hope, yet so thirsty for
justice, for peace.’’

New highs await visitors to Pakistan
Pakistan’s north is the coun-
try’s most spectacular and
fascinating region. Here,
three of the world’s famous
mountain ranges meet — the
Himalayas, the Karakorams
and the Hindukush. The whole
region is a paradise for moun-
taineers, climbers, trekkers,
hikers and anglers.

The historic Karakoram
Pass (5,575 meters), an an-
cient trading route between
northern Pakistan and Xin-
jiang (China), gives its name
to the range west of it that
forms the watershed between
the Indus and the Central
Asian deserts.

Of the 14 peaks over 8,000
meters on Earth, four occupy
an amphitheater at the head of
Baltoro. Their shapes, forms,
sizes and colors provide tre-
mendous contrasts that defy
description. These are: K-2
(8,611 meters) — the world’s
second highest and the undis-
puted monarch of the sky;
Broad Peak (8,047 meters) —
massive and ugly; Gasher-
brum-I (8,068 meters); and
Gasherbrum-II (8,035 meters)
— the ‘‘Pakistani Pyramids’’
that even Cheops would have
preferred for a tomb; Muz-
tagh Tower — deceptively
sheer; Chogolisa — the ‘‘Bride
Peak,’’ in whose eternal em-

brace lies Hermann Buhl, the
first man to climb Nanga Par-
bat; the Cathedrals of Baltoro,
with their great knife-edge
ridges; the sky-cleaving
monoliths of Trango Towers
and the most beautiful of all —
the Peak of Perfection — Pai-
yu (6,600 meters), first
climbed by a Pakistani expe-
dition in 1977. There are scores
of peaks over 7,000 meters
high in the Karakoram Range
and hundreds of nameless
summits below 6,000 meters,
mere points on the map. In the
Lesser Karakorams there are
equally great peaks such as
Rakaposhi (7,788 meters), the
dominant giant in the Hunza
Valley. Its north face is a fan-
tastic precipice — 5,791 me-
ters of plunging snow and ice.

The Hindukush is also a
mountain vastness containing
hundreds of peaks, many
above 7,000 meters, including
Trichmir (7,705 meters),
which is the highest point of
the range. The western bas-
tion of the Himalayas is Nanga
Parbat (8,126 meters), once
dreaded as the ‘‘Killer Moun-
tain,’’ but climbed many times
by various expeditions since
the first disasters.

Some of the longest glaciers
outside the polar region flow in
the Karakorams. The Siachin

glacier is 75 km long. The His-
par (52 km) joins the Biafo at
the Hispar La (5,154 meters)
to form a 116-km-long ice cor-
ridor. The Batura is 58 km in
length. But the most outstand-
ing of these rivers of ice is the
Baltoro (62 km). This mighty
glacier, fed by some 30 tribu-
taries, constitutes a surface
area of 1,219 sq. km. Seen from
a distance, Baltoro appears
smooth and beautiful but in
fact it is a chaotic tumbling
mass of rock and ice, troughs
and hillocks, and the debris of
centuries. It is a unique, re-
mote corner of the Earth.

For many centuries, cara-
vans have braved these tortu-
ous mountains, treading pre-
cariously along paths provid-
ing shortcuts between the
great towns of Central Asia
and the rich markets of South
Asia. However, the trails were
hazardous, angry rivers horri-
fying to contemplate, and
storms caused even the most
intrepid to quail on the high
passes and in the desolate
gorges.

It is against this backdrop
that Pakistan and China
joined hands in 1967 to con-
struct a 900-km, ‘‘Karakoram
Highway’’ on the alignment of
the ancient Silk Route. For its
sheer mountain grandeur and
breathtaking panorama of
beauty, few places on Earth
can match the superb land-
scape through which the high-
way snakes. A fantastic and
unforgettable spectacle is the
passage of the highway along
the Batura glacier, rated as
the world’s seventh-largest
glacier. The Khunjerab Pass,
which the highway crosses,
and the nearby Mintaka Pass,
lie astride the fabulous an-
cient Silk Route that led from
Europe to Asia and over which
history’s most famous tourists
once traveled. These include
the Venetian trader Marco Po-
lo, after whom the wild Marco
Polo sheep has been named, in
the 13th century, the Chinese
Monk Fa Hien in the fourth
century and the Central Asian
historian, Abu Rehan Al-Beru-
ni, in the 11th century.

Since 1954, when the Kara-
koram Range of Pakistan
was opened to expeditions for
climbing and trekking, the
mountains and glaciers of the
north have become an inter-
national playground. There
are hundreds of peaks wait-
ing to be climbed. This is a
great challenge for moun-
taineers and climbers the
world over.

All peaks/routes for moun-
taineering have been desig-
nated as an open zone or re-
stricted zone. Permits for
climbing peaks in the open
zone are issued by the Minis-
try of Tourism within 24
hours of the receipt of an ap-
plication. However, for
peaks/routes in the restricted
zone, permits are issued
within 14 days from the date
of receipt of the application
at the ministry.

Most of the trekking routes
lie in the northern mountains
of the Hindukush, the Kara-
korams and the Himalayas.
The trekking season is be-
tween May and October. The
Ministry of Tourism has de-
fined trekking as walking be-
low 6,000 meters. It has desig-
nated three zones for trek-
king — open, restricted and
closed. Foreigners may trek
anywhere in the open zone
without a permit or services
of a licensed mountain guide.
For trekking in the restricted
zone, foreigners must deposit
a fee of $50 per person per
trek to obtain a trekking per-
mit from the ministry. It also
requires hiring a licensed
mountain guide; buying a
personal insurance policy for
the guide and the porters, and
attending a briefing and de-
briefing at the ministry at the
beginning and the end of each
trek. No trekking is allowed
in the closed zone, which in-
cludes areas near the Paki-
stan-Afghanistan border and
near the Line of Control with
Indian-held Kashmir.

This is one of the most fas-
cinating destination for
mountaineers from all over
the world. As in the past, this
year too a number of Japa-
nese climbers and trekkers
will be visiting Pakistan. A
Japanese group is also plan-
ning to scale K-2, the second-
tallest peak in the world. We
wish them good weather and
a successful trip.

Warm welcome: A girl reacts as Pope Benedict XVI arrives at a gathering for youth being held
in a stadium in the Angolan capital of Luanda on Saturday. AP

Custody battle: Jean-Michel Andre and Irina Belenkaya pose
with their daughter, Elise, in an undated photo. AFP-JIJI

‘There’s quite a number of cases. Unfortunately,
it’s not an isolated incident. We need a
mechanism to prosecute.’
FLORIDA SEN. NAN RICH
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