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New funeral hit: ‘Highway to Hell’
London AFP-JIJI

Frank Sinatra’s ‘‘My Way’’ is the most popular song played at
British funeral services, but more arresting death-bed choices
were revealed in a poll published Thursday. Australian rockers
AC/DC’s ‘‘Highway to Hell’’ has stormed into the funereal charts,
along with Queen’s ‘‘Another One Bites The Dust.’’

While hymns and classics were traditional favorites, pop
songs now account for more than half of the music chosen as
people’s final soundtrack, according to the poll of 30,000
funerals. Popular hymns chosen by people to accompany their
final journey include ‘‘The Lord Is My Shepherd’’ and ‘‘Abide
With Me.’’ Top classical choices are ‘‘Nimrod’’ from Elgar’s
‘‘Enigma Variations,’’ ‘‘Pie Jesu’’ from Faure’s ‘‘Requiem’’ and
Schubert’s ‘‘Ave Maria.’’

Television and radio music also features on the burial
playlist: theme tunes from popular programs such as ‘‘Top
Gear,’’ ‘‘The Benny Hill Show’’ and even the Radio Four shipping
forecast music, which many fall asleep to at night.

Paterson unveils gay marriage bill
New York REUTERS

New York Gov. David Paterson will introduce legislation on
Thursday to make gay marriage legal, but the move faces an
uncertain vote in the state’s Senate. If the bill passes, New York
would follow Connecticut, Massachusetts, Vermont and Iowa in
legalizing gay marriage. ‘‘The timing was always right,’’ said
Paterson, a Democrat, who ordered all state agencies a year
ago to recognize out-of-state gay marriages. ‘‘It’s just who is
willing to take that step, and I am.’’

Gay marriage has broad support in the State Assembly,
where it passed in a vote of 85 to 61 in 2007. It was never put to a
vote in the Senate while it was controlled by Republicans.

While the Democrats now hold a Senate majority for the first
time in more than 40 years, it is slim — 32 to 30 — and at least one
Democratic senator, Ruben Diaz, opposes gay marriage. He
says the issue should be decided by a voter referendum.

Study links strokes to genetic risk
Chicago REUTERS

Scientists have found important genetic differences that
significantly raise the risk of stroke, and they are found in
millions of people.

The study is the first to identify common genetic variants
influencing stroke risk in the United States and may lead to
better treatments, they reported Wednesday.

While other stroke-related genes have been discovered, none
involved such a wide portion of the population, said Eric
Boerwinkle of The University of Texas Health Science Center.

‘‘This is a first step in unraveling the genetic contributions of
this debilitating disease,’’ said Boerwinkle.

Togo president’s brother arrested
Lome REUTERS

Togolese security forces arrested the president’s brother
Wednesday on suspicion of plotting to seize power while the head
of state was overseas, the West African nation’s government said.

President Faure Gnassingbe canceled a trip to China on
Sunday after foreign security services warned him a coup
attempt was imminent. The public prosecutor later said a
planned attack on national security had been foiled.

Kpatcha Gnassingbe, a member of Parliament and a former
defense minister, was one of the chief conspirators in a plot to
seize power while the president was in China, the government’s
official Web site said.

Five army officers have already been questioned about the
plot. After soldiers attacked and raided Kpatcha’s house on
Sunday night, public prosecutor Robert Bakai said some of
Kpatcha’s associates would also be quizzed.

Yushchenko seeks re-election
Kiev AP

Embattled Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has said he
will seek re-election this year, according to an interview
published Wednesday.

The Kommersant newspaper quoted Yushchenko as saying he
will run for the sake of the millions of Ukrainians who support him.

Parliament has set the presidential election for Oct. 25, but
Yushchenko has gone to court to get the date changed. He wants
the vote to be held simultaneously with parliamentary elections,
but has not decided on a date.

The hero of the pro-Western 2004 Orange Revolution,
Yushchenko, 55, has become highly unpopular due to a
devastating economic crisis, the slow pace of reform and
widespread accusations of corruption, and polls show he has
little chance to be re-elected. An opinion survey conducted by
the Razumkov Center in March showed that only 3.5 percent of
respondents would vote for him.

Court finds 10 Sudan rebels guilty
Khartoum AP

A Sudanese antiterrorism court on Wednesday convicted 10
alleged Darfur rebels of waging war and sentenced them to
death for their role in last year’s deadly attack on the country’s
capital, court officials said.

Also Wednesday, Sen. John Kerry, the chairman of the
Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee, arrived in Khartoum in
the first U.S. congressional visit since an international court
issued an arrest warrant for Sudan’s president for alleged war
crimes in Darfur. Kerry was to visit Western Sudan on Friday,
making him the second high-profile American to travel to
Darfur this month.

The court’s verdict brought to 60 the number of people who
have been sentenced to death in a series of trials after the May
2008 attack just outside of Khartoum that killed about 200 people,
including civilians.

Judge Mutasim Osman convicted the 10 of waging war
against the state and terrorizing civilians and acquitted three
others. After the verdict was read, the men chanted slogans
against the government, and some of their relatives wept.

Iran clones goat in medical drive
Isfahan Iran AP

Iranian scientists have cloned a goat and plan future
experiments they hope will lead to a treatment for stroke
patients, the leader of the research said Wednesday.

The female goat, named Hana, was born early Wednesday in
the city of Isfahan in central Iran, said Dr. Mohammed Hossein
Nasr e Isfahani, head of the Royan Research Institute.

‘‘With the birth of Hana, Iran is among five countries in the
world cloning a baby goat,’’ said Isfahani, an embryologist.

In 2006, Iran became the first country in the Middle East to
announce it had cloned a sheep. Two and a half years later, that
animal is healthy, the institute said.

The effort is part of Iran’s quest to become a regional
powerhouse in advanced science and technology by 2025. In
particular, Iran is striving for achievements in medicine and in
aerospace and nuclear technology.

Toward stronger Syria-Japan relations in all fields
Rania Alhaj Ali
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE SYRIAN

ARAB REPUBLIC

------------------------------------------

On the auspicious occasion of
the 63rd anniversary of Syrian
Independenc e
Day and on be-
half of Presi-
dent Bashar Al
Assad of the
Syrian Arab
Republic, and
the government
and people of
Syria, I have the honor to ex-
tend to Their Imperial Majes-
ties Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, and to the gov-
ernment and friendly people
of Japan our warmest greet-
ings.

As the esteemed readers of
The Japan Times know, this
year marks also the 56th anni-
versary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations be-
tween Syria and Japan, mark-
ing deeper as well as stronger
friendly bilateral relations be-
tween our two countries and
peoples.

At the outset I would like to
convey the appreciation of the
government and people of Syr-
ia to Japan for the support ex-
tended to us, including
through the JICA, in many
fields throughout the years,
especially in the economic
sector.

And this appreciation is also
extended for the kind support
by the Japanese government
to the Syrian government in
helping us address the rele-
vant needs of the enormous
number of refugees who have
sought refuge in Syria — some
1.5 million to date. We see this
support as a clear commit-
ment by Japan toward the no-
ble cause of refugees all
around the world and I will
take this opportunity to say
that we need this kind of sup-
port as long as there are refu-
gees in Syria.

It gives me great pleasure
to state that the bilateral visits
between high-level officials
and parliamentarians of the
two countries have further
strengthened the good rela-
tions between Syria and Japan
as they keep open channels of
dialogue and consultation on
important matters for both
sides, and for the international
community. The most recent
of which were the visits to Ja-
pan by Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Dr. Faysal Mikdad and the
president of the Syrian-Japa-
nese Parliamentary Friend-
ship Association, Khudr Hus-
sein.

Since Syria is geographical-
ly located at the far west of
Asia in the heart of the Middle
East, it is one of the main par-

ties to the Middle East peace
process because parts of our
land are occupied by Israel, so
it is vital to highlight our posi-
tion concerning this very im-
portant issue to us and to the
whole world as well.

Establishing comprehen-
sive peace in the Middle East
has been and is our strategic
choice. We seek a just and
comprehensive peace accord-
ing to international legitimacy
as stated in United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolutions No.
242 and No. 338, and based on
the principle of land for peace
stipulated in the Madrid For-
mula, and the Arab Peace Ini-
tiative in which the Arab terri-
tories, including the Syrian
Golan Heights occupied by Is-
rael in 1967, must be returned,
for establishing peace with Is-
rael.

And in this regard Syria has
welcomed Japan’s role in the
Middle East peace process
and the efforts exerted by the
Japanese government envoy
to the Middle East Dr. Tatsuo
Arima, and calls for the fur-
ther involvement of Japan in
the peace process because we
believe Japan is an important
international player and can
contribute more in this re-
gard.

Also it is very important to
re-highlight Syria’s position
toward the issue of the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass de-
struction. Syria has called for
many years in all relevant in-
ternational forums and espe-
cially in the United Nations for
the Middle East to be made a
region free from all weapons
of mass destruction. Syria has
translated its words into deeds
by tabling in 2003 an integrat-
ed draft resolution at the U.N.
Security Council calling for
the declaration of the Middle
East as a weapons of mass de-
struction-free zone. Unfortu-
nately, the draft resolution is
still on the table and no action
has been taken by the con-
cerned powerful parties. Syria
was a nonpermanent member
of the Security Council from
2002 to 2003.

On the economic front, Syr-
ia has been affected by the
world economic and financial
crisis like every other country
but continues to work to build
a framework that encourages
investment, which encom-
passes strong incentives for
pioneer projects expected to
play a strategic role in the Syr-
ian economy for many years
to come. President Assad has
declared investment as a na-
tional goal, building on the
fact that national as well as di-
rect foreign investments form
a stronger and more reliable
engine for sustainable devel-

opment in Syria. It’s impor-
tant to highlight that after
adopting a market economy
system several years ago, the
role of the private sector is
growing as it has become a
major partner contributing
and participating in all trade
and investment fields. In addi-
tion, the government has tak-
en steps in relation to import
liberalization for many goods
and set up the Syrian Invest-
ment Agency in 2007, and
starting from Jan. 1, the ‘‘One-
Stop Shop’’ has come into
force.

In summarizing some of the
important factors for invest-
ing in Syria, I must emphasize
political and economical sta-
bility, local currency conver-
sion rate stability and simpli-
fication of administrative pro-
cedures, accompanied by the
adoption of legislation in 2007
to further motivate foreign
and local investors. It is also
important to announce that
Syria and the European Union
have recently signed with first
initials the first EU-Syria As-
sociation Agreement.

On the social front, it is im-
portant to shed light on the ef-
forts of Asma Al Assad, Presi-
dent Assad’s wife, in support-
ing the national efforts of both
governmental and nongovern-
mental entities to advance and
enhance the status of the fami-
ly as a whole, and empower-
ment of women, youth and the
elderly, and the rights of chil-
dren, as well as her efforts to
promote quality education for
all to enrich and strengthen
Syrian society.

It is a great honor and fills
me with pride to say that Syria
and history cannot be separat-
ed as history and the begin-
nings of civilization started in
Syria from 9000 B.C., when
man settled and started agri-
culture, and where the first al-
phabet in the world was found
in its heartland. In the third
millennium B.C., many im-
portant civilizations, among
them Assyrian, Sumerian,
Phoenician, Aramaic, Ro-
man, Persian, Arab and Is-
lamic, flourished and pros-
pered on its land, a land that
embraced all religions. Syria
is where the descendants of all
those civilizations lived and
are living to this day in harmo-
ny and tolerance regardless of
their national, religious or eth-
nic affiliations; a harmony
that is witnessed and recog-
nized by the whole world.

This ancient history of Syria
attracts tourists from all over
the world, including Japan,

and attracts as well many for-
eign archaeological excava-
tion missions to work on its
land, among them the Japa-
nese excavation missions who
continue to make very signifi-
cant discoveries in this impor-
tant field.

Syrians are also very proud
that UNESCO has added six
sites in Syria to its World Heri-
tage list: Damascus, Aleppo,
Bosra, Palmyra, Crack des
Chevaliers and the Salah Al
Din citadel. I invite all Japa-
nese to come to Syria to see
these marvelous historical
sites and to walk along the
path of the famous Silk Road,
which passed through Syria as
one of its major stations for
the trade convoys coming
from the east (China, Japan),
the west (European convoys)
and the south (Arabian con-
voys). All of these convoys
carried with their trade their
heritage, culture and civiliza-
tions. Being a crossroads of
civilizations and of the three
continents (Asia, Europe and
Africa) enriched Syria im-
mensely.

Cultural cooperation be-
tween Syria and Japan is an
important aspect of the bilat-
eral relations, which is highly
appreciated by the govern-
ment and people of Syria since

it clearly shows Japan’s keen-
ness to protect and preserve
the history of humanity, as
well as to support cultural life
in all fields and to spread its
culture in the Arab world. This
cooperation was crowned by
the signing of several coopera-
tion agreements between the
two countries, including in the
field of archaeological exca-
vation missions, as well as be-
tween universities, which
have seen the establishment of
the Institute for Middle East-
ern Scientific Studies in 1995 in
Aleppo and a faculty for Japa-

nese literature at Damascus
University a few years ago.
The recent visit to Japan by
Dr. Wael Mualla, president of
Damascus University, further
confirmed the importance of
the continuation of this kind of
valuable cooperation.

Syria and Japan have en-
joyed cordial and friendly ties
since the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations, and as the
years pass we look forward to
stronger friendly relations in
all fields and at all levels with
the government and people of
friendly Japan.

High-level visits strengthen bilateral bridges

Taro Nakayama
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-SYRIA

PARLIAMENTARY LEAGUE

OF FRIENDSHIP

----------------------------------------

On the occasion of the
Independence Day of the Syrian
Arab Republic,
it is my great
honor to extend
my warmest
congratulations
to the people of
the republic as
chairman of the
Japan-Syria
Parliamentary League of
Friendship.

Syria has maintained its
unique position as the
‘‘crossroads of civilizations’’
throughout its history, which
dates back to at least the fourth
millennium B.C., developing

and cultivating a highly
sophisticated society and
culture of its own.

Today, Syria’s geopolitical
importance cannot be
overemphasized as one of the
key players to achieve a just and
comprehensive peace, and
stability in the region. I am
convinced that Syria can play a
positive and constructive role to
this end.

I am extremely pleased that
Japan and Syria have enjoyed
cordial bonds of friendship and
well-maintained bilateral
relations since the two countries
established diplomatic relations
in 1953. I sincerely hope that
this cordial diplomatic
relationship will be further
strengthened in the coming
years through more
people-to-people contacts.

The Japan-Syria
Parliamentary League of
Friendship was established in
1991 with the view to
deepening and enhancing our
bilateral relations. At the end of
last year, we received Khudr
Hussein, president of the
Syrian-Japanese
Parliamentary Friendship
Association, and had a fruitful
meeting with him further
deepening our friendship.

Through these exchanges,
we would like to further
develop the friendship
between our countries in terms
of scope and depth, including
economic and cultural fields.

Finally, I wish to express my
best wishes for the prosperity of
the Syrian Arab Republic, and
for the good health and
happiness of its people.

Silent witness: Aleppo’s citadel is a magnificent symbol of
Arabian military architecture and evidence of the city’s great
past.

Syrian President Dr. Bashar
Al Assad

Dramatic art: Built in the second century, Bosra’s amphitheater is said to be the best-preserved
Roman theater in the world. MINISTRY OF TOURISM
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