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world

Heat scanners
may fail to find
many carriers

Hong Kong
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Alarmed by the spread o  f a
new swine flu virus, airports
around the world have rushed
to install temperature scan-
ners to pick out the sick, but
the microbe is proving too
clever for modern technology.

Experts say an infected per-
son can easily pass through
these heat sensors without de-
tection as the incubation period
for influenza ranges anywhere
between one and three days.

‘‘The scanners won’t pick up
everyone (with flu), especially
if they are too early in the infec-
tion. . .  . People who have been
infected very, very recently
wouldn’t show up on the scan-
ner,’’ Mark von Itzstein, direc-
tor of the Institute for Glycom-
ics at Griffith University in
Queensland, Australia, said.

‘‘You can imagine some-
body who is just infected
boards the plane in Singapore
and heads toward Hong
Kong,’’ he said. ‘‘There would
not be enough time for the ap-
paratus to pick it up because
he would not have developed
significant fever.’’

The new H1N1 swine flu vi-
rus, which has killed 159 peo-
ple in Mexico, and one young
child died in Texas.

Affected people have been
found in the United States,
Canada, New Zealand, Brit-
ain, Israel and Spain.

Asian airports, used to
looking for H5N1 bird flu and
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome sufferers earlier in the
decade, have dusted off their
scanners for this latest crisis.

But experts say these cannot
help until the person has a fever,
and an infected person can
spread the virus around by
coughing and sneezing a full day
before the onset of symptoms.

‘‘You are incubating and in-
fecting others without know-
ing it,’’ said Yuen Kwok-yung,
a top microbiologist at the
University of Hong Kong.

Being cooped up in a place
may spell trouble too.

‘‘A person with flu becomes
infectious within 12 to 24 hours
of infection. If he is traveling
from Europe to Australia, a
person can develop contagious
capability while on the plane,’’
Itzstein said. ‘‘It is an incuba-
tion spot, it is like a big incuba-
tor. People who are not infected
can get infected in the plane.’’

Yuen urged people to prac-
tice ‘‘self-quarantine.’’

‘‘For those coming back
from risky areas, you should
do some form of self-quaran-
tine and wear a mask for sev-
en days.’’

No one can agree if flu should be called ‘swine,’ ‘North American,’ ‘novel’ or ‘Mexican’

Assigning name creates confusion
Geneva
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Whether it is ‘‘swine flu,’’
‘‘Mexican flu,’’ ‘‘North Ameri-
can flu’’ or ‘‘novel flu,’’ a de-
bate is raging over the name
for the type of influenza that is
feared to have caused over 150
deaths in Mexico.

Farming and economic lob-
by groups have objected to the
term ‘‘swine flu,’’ arguing that
it could have a disastrous im-
pact on pork sales and pig
farmers even though the
World Health Organization
(WHO) has underlined that
the virus cannot be caught by
eating cooked or ‘‘properly
handled’’ meat.

Brazilian pork producers
Tuesday asked the World
Health Organization to change
the name to ‘‘North American
flu’’ or even ‘‘Mexican flu’’ in
order to avoid potentially huge
losses for farmers and the
meat processing industry as
frightened consumers desert
their produce.

The World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE) brought
the debate to an official level
Monday, arguing that it is ‘‘not

justified’’ to call it swine influ-
enza because the virus has not
actually been found in animals
so far.

‘‘The avian strain is of
American origin, and of the
two swine strains, one is
American origin and the other
appears to be Asian. The hu-
man strain is American,’’ said
Bernard Vallat, secretary
general of OIE.

‘‘It would be really unfair to
penalize pig farmers, who de-
pend on their output for their
livelihood, by talking about a
risk which is not at all prov-
en,’’ said Vallat.

U.S. officials pondered the
name as they tried to counter
embargoes countries have im-
posed on pig imports from the
United States.

‘‘It’s important to not refer
to swine flu. It’s important to
convey the message that con-
suming pork will not cause
this illness,’’ Agriculture Sec-
retary Tom Vilsack said.

Richard Besser, director of
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control acknowledged that
there had been a fair amount
of public misconception, add-
ing, ‘‘And that’s not helpful.’’

The OIE noted that past epi-
demics of human influenza ep-
idemics with animal origin
had been named after their
geographical origin, such as
Spanish flu or Asian flu.

But even that can cause dif-
ficulties.

Mexico, which is already
facing a huge drop in tourism
to its coastal resorts as some
tour operators call off trips,
protested after an Israeli gov-
ernment official suggested an
alternative.

‘‘We will use the term ‘Mexi-
can flu’ in order not to have to
pronounce the word ‘swine,’ ’’
Deputy Health Minister Ya-
kov Litzman of the ultrareli-
gious United Torah Judaism
party said Monday.

His government colleagues
later dismissed the sugges-
tion.

Eating of pork is prohibited
by Judaism, the religion prac-
ticed by the majority of Israe-
lis. Islam, adhered to by most
of Israel’s Arab minority, like-
wise bans consumption of
pork.

The EU Commission is call-
ing it ‘‘novel flu virus’’ just to
avoid the misunderstandings

with the animal diseases be-
cause it costs a lot to the indus-
try,’’ said spokeswoman Nina
Papadoulaki.

‘‘In this case we have hu-
man-to-human transmission
so it is a human virus, not an
animal disease.’’

However, the World Health
Organization has not budged
from ‘‘swine flu.’’

Assistant Director General
Keiji Fukuda warned Tuesday
that the naming of epidemics
‘‘can be very confusing.’’

‘‘This epidemic started ba-
sically with that name and the
virus that is identified is a
swine influenza virus.’’

‘‘Right now we do not have
any plans to try to introduce
any new names for this dis-
ease,’’ he told journalists.

The World Health Organiza-
tion’s ‘‘Frequently Asked
Questions’’ on the swine influ-
enza family says that ‘‘out-
breaks in pigs occur year
round’’ while ‘‘outbreaks and
sporadic human infection with
swine influenza have been oc-
casionally reported.’’

Pigs, it noted, can also be in-
fected with human and avian
influenza.

World takes drastic
steps to contain flu
Experts debate
killing of pigs,
using masks,
closing schools

New York
AP

------------------------------------------

From Egypt’s order that all
300,000 pigs in the country be
slaughtered to travel bans and
putting the kibosh on kissing,
the world is taking drastic —
and some say debatable —
measures to combat swine flu.

Egypt ordered the slaughter
even though there hasn’t been a
single case of swine flu there
and there is no evidence that
pigs have spread the disease.
Britain, with only five cases, is
trying to buy 32 million masks.
And in the U.S., President Ba-
rack Obama said more of the
country’s 132,000 schools may
have to be shuttered.

All this and more, even
though world health experts
say many of these measures
may not stop the disease from
spreading. On Wednesday, the
World Health Organization
raised its pandemic alert to the
second-highest level, meaning
it believes a global outbreak of
the disease is imminent.

‘‘Scientifically speaking,
the main thing is that every vi-
rus behaves differently,’’ said
Joerg Hacker, president of the
Robert Koch Institute, Ger-
many’s top public health au-
thority. ‘‘At the moment, the
main issue is to get to know
this virus, how it works.’’

In Germany, where offi-
cials have confirmed three
cases, Lufthansa announced
that starting Thursday it will
put a doctor aboard all flights
to Mexico, the epicenter of the
outbreak. Experts said that
makes sense: The doctors will
be able to field questions from
uneasy passengers and tend to
anyone who might fall ill.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said total bans on travel to
Mexico — such as one imposed
by Argentina, which hasn’t had
any confirmed cases — are
questionable because the virus
is already fairly widespread.

Travel bans were effective
during the 2003 outbreak of se-
vere acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS) in Asia, be-
cause that illness can be trans-
mitted only by people who
already show symptoms. With
flu, by contrast, the incubation

period ranges from 24 hours to
four days, meaning people of-
ten are infectious before they
have symptoms.

‘‘WHO does not recommend
closing of borders and does not
recommend restrictions of
travel,’’ said Dr. Keiji Fukuda,
the organization’s flu chief.
‘‘From an international per-
spective, closing borders or re-
stricting travel would have
very little effect, if any effect at
all, at stopping the movement
of this virus.’’

Nor will killing pigs, as
Egypt began doing Wednes-
day, infuriating pig farmers
who blocked streets and
stoned Health Ministry work-
ers’ vehicles in protest. While
pigs are banned entirely in
some Muslim countries be-
cause of religious dietary re-
strictions, they are raised in
Egypt for consumption by the
country’s Christian minority.

Unlike bird flu, where the
H5N1 strain that spread to hu-
mans was widespread in bird
populations and officials wor-
ried about people’s exposure

to infected birds, WHO says
there is no similar concern
about pigs — and no evidence
that people have contracted
swine flu by eating pork or
handling pigs.

But some antiflu measures
have merit, such as Obama’s
admonition Wednesday that
more American schools might
have to be closed temporarily
if swine flu cases spread. Al-
ready tens of thousands of stu-
dents in Texas, New York,
California and Chicago are out
of school.

The WHO said closing
schools and public places,
along with banning or restrict-
ing mass gatherings, can be a
way to contain the spread of
disease. Epidemiologists call
it ‘‘social distancing,’’ and the
idea is simple: If you keep peo-
ple who have the virus away
from others, you can stop the
chain of transmission.

Officials in Hong Kong,
which has no confirmed cases,
said workers have been scrub-
bing public toilets every two
hours in an effort to improve
hygiene.

Experts, however, said it’s

debatable how much good dis-
infecting public places will do.
It probably helps cut down on
bacteria and kill viruses lurk-
ing on surfaces, but it’s un-
clear whether it will stop per-
son-to-person transmission.

Ditto the advice to stop kissing
on the cheek, which was among
the first measures — along with
refraining from handshakes —
to be recommended by authori-
ties in Mexico.

WHO’s Thompson was non-
committal on the ‘‘don’t kiss’’
advice, saying only: ‘‘There
are different national circum-
stances that health officials
are going to know far better
than we will. It’s up to them to
make that call.’’

But at a news conference an-
nouncing the elevated pandem-
ic level, WHO chief Margaret
Chan went further, suggesting
it might be time to rethink the
traditional three kisses on the
cheek popular in Switzerland
and elsewhere in Europe.

‘‘Perhaps instead of having
the traditional three hugs to
say hello and welcome your
friends, maybe you don’t do
that anymore,’’ she said.
‘‘Don’t hold each other and hug
their face three times. That is
just an example to say, ‘Con-
tinue with your business, but
try to pay special attention to
personal hygiene.’ ’’

The flu virus is airborne and
spread through tiny particles
— mostly through sneezing
and coughing. That helps ex-
plain why governments world-
wide have been distributing
millions of face masks, even
though the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and other
agencies have questioned
their effectiveness.

Some doctors warn masks
might even be harmful, caus-
ing people to take risks — like
venturing into crowds or ne-
glecting to wash hands — in
the mistaken belief the mask
protects them. More expen-
sive high filtration masks like
those used by health profes-
sionals can filter out fine parti-
cles carried in the air, but
even these must be used prop-
erly to give real protection.

Amid the flurry of mea-
sures being taken, fear min-
gled with a sense of fatalism.

‘‘You can’t protect yourself
— not in the way that people
are traveling nowadays,’’ said
Karin Henriksson, 56, of
Stockholm. ‘‘Then you would
have to put the entire popula-
tion in quarantine. And you
can’t do that, can you?’’

This won’t hurt: A nurse in Malmo, Sweden, displays hospital equipment used to detect the swine flu virus on Tuesday. AFP-JIJI

Marshall Islands on road to economic security
H.E. Jiba B. Kabua
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC

OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Today, May 1, I join my coun-
trymen in the celebration of
our National
Day, recalling
that historical
and special mo-
ment, when the
people of the
Marshall Is-
lands decided
to establish a
republic uniting their islands
and their families under a
democratic government and

the rule of law. The islands’
constitution was made the su-
preme law of the country in
1979.

Located between 4 and 19
degrees north latitudes, and
160 and 175 degrees east longi-
tudes, the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands is comprised of
two chains of 35 atolls and is-
lands spreading over an ocean
area of nearly 2 million sq.
km, and a land mass of less
than one-third of Tokyo. The
history of the country, like
many countries in the world, is
an account that begins with
how contact with the outside

world came about, and even-
tually transformed this once
‘‘sea world’’ of navigator fami-
lies and tribes. It is a living ac-
count that speaks about new
values and new visions corre-
sponding to the times. It is also
an account of new and much
greater challenges that ac-
companied the process of na-
tion building, and integration
with the rest of the world.

The celebration I have for
this important day, as ambas-
sador to Japan, is the reflec-
tion of how the country and its
people have managed change.
Modernization is the change

that is generally taken for
granted as an exclusive pro-
cess and claim of Western
countries. Ironically, modern-
ization is Japan’s contribution
to the very foundation of prog-
ress for the people of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands.
Japan introduced electricity,
trade and commerce, orga-
nized labor, shipping and ex-
ports, industrial development,
formal and technical educa-
tion, city planning, govern-
ment and the judiciary, base-
ball and ice cream, and many
more things that stand for
progress.

Let us reflect on this and
celebrate the remembrance
of that time not so long ago,
the spirit of which continues
to live to this day by the fact
that Japan has once more ex-
tended its hand to assist our
efforts to secure our claim
and right to co-exist in a dig-
nified home among other na-
tions. In this connection, I
wish to take this opportunity
to thank Their Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, members
of the Imperial family, and
the government and people of
Japan for the generous assis-
tance they have given to sup-
port the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands, and its contin-
ued nation-building efforts.

Japan’s official develop-
ment assistance is and has al-
ways been quality ODA that
reflects quality workman-
ship, and a valued relation-
ship vis-a-vis the bilateral.
Japan’s contribution to the
well-being of the Marshallese
people is appreciated very
much, but the greatest gift it
can (and must) choose to give
is accelerated assistance to-
ward complete eradication of
dependency and the estab-
lishment of economic securi-
ty for the people. Such would
be the condition whereby the
National Day of the Republic
of the Marshall Islands will
be celebrated as if it were a
day of victory. Thank you Ja-
pan.

Long live the Republic of
the Marshall Islands!

Health care: Japan’s ODA was used to improve Majuro Hospital.

‘You can’t protect
yourself — not in the
way that people are
traveling nowadays.’
KARIN HENRIKSSON

Bilateral link: Majuro Bridge (called Nakasone Bridge), the highest point in Majuro, was built
with Japan ODA financing in 1984. MARSHALL ISLANDS EMBASSY

Marshall Islands national day
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