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WMD claims
meant to scare
Iran: Hussein

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Former Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein told an FBI in-
terviewer before he was
hanged that he allowed the
world to believe he had weap-
ons of mass destruction be-
cause he was worried about
appearing weak to Iran, ac-
cording to declassified ac-
counts of the interviews re-
leased Wednesday.

Hussein also denounced
Osama bin Laden as ‘‘a zealot’’
and said he had no dealings
with al-Qaida.

Hussein, in fact, said he felt
so vulnerable to the perceived
threat from ‘‘fanatic’’ leaders
in Tehran that he would have
been prepared to seek a ‘‘secu-
rity agreement with the Unit-
ed States to protect it (Iraq)
from threats in the region.’’

Former President George
W. Bush ordered the invasion
of Iraq six years ago on the
grounds that Hussein pos-
sessed weapons of mass de-
struction and posed a threat to
international security.

Hussein, who during the in-
terviews was often defiant and
boastful, at one point wistfully
acknowledged that he should
have permitted the United Na-
tions to witness the destruction
of Iraq’s weapons stockpile af-
ter the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

The FBI summaries of the in-
terviews — 20 formal interroga-
tions and five ‘‘casual conversa-
tions’’ in 2004 — were obtained
under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act by the National Securi-
ty Archive, an independent re-
search institute, and posted on
its Web site Wednesday.

Warlords make big
gains in Afghanistan
Militia chiefs
said ‘hijacking’
vote process to
ensure interests

Kabul
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Afghan warlords are making a
comeback from accusations of
abuse to emerge as kingmak-
ers of August elections as vot-
ers lose hope their war-
scarred nation can embrace
democracy, critics say.

President Hamid Karzai,
who has ruled Afghanistan
since shortly after the 2001
U.S.-led invasion, initially
tried to sideline the strongmen
who made their reputations
fighting Soviet invaders and
Islamist Taliban militia.

But in the runup to Afghani-
stan’s second presidential elec-
tion, Karzai has perhaps
proved the most successful of 41
candidates in winning over top
commanders with deals that in-
vite them back in from the cold.

Warlords, militia com-
manders and human rights
abusers with money, power
and influence ‘‘seem to be hi-
jacking the election process to
ensure their future interests,’’
an Afghan rights watchdog
charged this week.

This would ‘‘legitimize their
grip on political and public in-
stitutions,’’ the Afghanistan

Rights Monitor said, alleging
that Karzai promised minis-
tries and provinces for the
votes of these men who would
bring along their followers.

Karzai has on his side Mo-
hammed Qasim Fahim and
Karim Khalili, his pick for the
two vice president posts, as
well as infamous warlords Ab-
dul Rashid Dostum and Mo-
hammad Muhaqiq.

ARM said other candidates,
such as former Foreign Minis-
ter Abdullah Abdullah, were
also trying ‘‘to keep pace with
Karzai in winning the support
of influential warlords.’’

Warlord factions forced the
Soviets to withdraw in 1989,
but then turned on each other
in a brutal four-year civil war
in which 50,000 to 80,000 people
are estimated to have been
killed in Kabul alone.

The chaos led Afghans to re-
joice when the Taliban seized
power in 1996 in the hope that
religious zealots would rein in
rampant lawlessness.

When the Taliban were ex-
pelled by U.S.-led forces after
five years of oppressive rule,
Afghanistan had to rebuild
from scratch.

‘‘Building democratic i n s t i -
tutions required cleaning up the
administration of warlords,
criminals and drug lords,’’ said
Afghan human rights activist
Nader Nadery. ‘‘The current
political landscape foretells a
stronger comeback of some of
the former commanders or po-
litical leaders who were in-
volved in the civil war.’’

Public support has come un-
der the spotlight in a revised
U.S. strategy to fight a growing
Taliban-led insurgency that
has reached record levels.

Disillusionment with a cor-
rupt government in which al-
leged criminals and drug lords
hold power could push people
closer to the Taliban, officials
warn.

Afghans believed the inter-
national community that ar-
rived with the fall of the Tali-
ban would help build ‘‘a gov-
ernment that would serve
them competently and respec-
tively and responsively,’’ said
longtime Afghan watcher Sa-
rah Chayes.

But foreign forces concen-
trated on looking for al-Qaida,
said Chayes, now an adviser to
the NATO-led force.

Today, some people support
the insurgency largely ‘‘be-
cause they are infuriated by
the way the government is
treating them,’’ said Chayes.

Armed factions still hold
sway because political parties
have been unable to emerge in
a country riven by ethnic and
tribal alliances, said analyst
Waheed Mujda.

‘‘Afghanistan lacks strong,
nationwide political parties
based on ideologies. So these
warlords are always there to
fill that gap based on ethnic
lines,’’ Mujda said. ‘‘These
warlords would be seen as
criminals in any normal time
but when it comes to choosing
the leadership, such men all of
a sudden become heroes.’’

U.S. launches major assault on Taliban area
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

drawal in 1989.
The marines hope that by

appearing suddenly and in
overwhelming numbers, they
can capture some of the Tali-
ban’s firmest strongholds with
little resistance.

‘‘Towns that were the Taliban
heartland will fall. They will fall
quickly. And hopefully they will
fall without a shot. That’s our in-
tent,’’ Nicholson said.

The 10,000 marines in Hel-
mand Province, 8,500 of whom

arrived in the past two months,
form the biggest wave of an es-
calation ordered by Obama.
The new president has declared
the Taliban insurgency in Af-
ghanistan and neighboring Pa-
kistan to be America’s main for-
eign threat.

Under Obama, the U.S. force
in Afghanistan is more than dou-
bling to an anticipated 68,000
troops by year’s end, many of
them diverted from Iraq. Other
Western countries have about
33,000 troops in Afghanistan.

Up until now, British-led
NATO troops in Helmand have
lacked the manpower to hold
territory.

Large areas of Helmand
have been outside government
control. It produces the biggest
share of Afghanistan’s opium
crop, which accounts for 90 per-
cent of the world’s heroin.

The drug crop is closely tied
to the insurgency, and the
Taliban are mainly funded by
the opium trade.

Launching such a bold oper-

ation carries great risk. A pro-
tracted, bloody fight could
erode support for the war in
the United States and among
its NATO allies and Afghans.

Taliban fighters have had
years to reinforce positions
among the valley’s irrigation
ditches and canals. They have
fiercely resisted past advances.

But U.S. and NATO com-
manders hope a rapid, deci-
sive victory in the Helmand
Valley will prove the tipping
point of the war.

Tipping point?: U.S. Marines wait to board helicopters in Helmand Province as part of Operation Khanjar on Thursday. AFP-JIJI

Centerpiece: Independence Square is the largest square in Minsk and home to the Belarusian
government. EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Belarus independence day

Freedom symbol: The Neo-Romanesque Roman Catholic
Church of Saints Simeon and Helena, also known as the Red
Church, was built in Minsk in 1906-10, immediately after
religious freedoms were proclaimed in Imperial Russia and
the czar allowed dissidents to build their churches.

Belarus: the beating unknown heart of Europe
Vyacheslav Beskosty
CHARGE D’AFFAIRES, EMBASSY

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

------------------------------------------

Republic Day, celebrated July
3, was conceived not just as a
state holiday,
but as a person-
al holiday of
common people.
In spite of being
as young as the
country itself, it
is more signifi-
cant than a usu-
al holiday. Undoubtedly, Inde-
pendence Day (the Day of the
Republic) symbolizes modern
Belarus and its contemporary
history. It is the principal state
holiday and coincides with the
liberation of Belarus from Ger-
man invaders.

Freedom, memory of and
gratitude to the veterans is
what unites people in recent
years. The tradition of flower-
laying ceremonies at the monu-
ments of victorious soldiers all
over the country is very strong
in Belarus: It has been alive for
64 years now. It is anchored in
the Belarusian mind and is sub-
ject to no corrosion. The way
the past is reflected in reality is
a way it will transcend into the
future.

The location of the Republic
of Belarus in the center of Eu-
rope, its rich natural and cul-
tural heritage, its advanta-
geous geographical position
and convenient transportation
links attract tourists from
many countries.

The cognitive historical and
cultural wealth of Belarus has
been forming throughout centu-
ries. The Duchies of Polotzk
and Turov-Pinsk, the ancient
formations in the basins of the
Zapadnaya Dvina and Dnepr
rivers, have been known since
the ninth century. At the end of
the 10th century Orthodox
Christianity was adopted,
which was of decisive impor-
tance for the further cultural
development of Belarusian
lands.

The names of 12th-century
enlighteners — Euphrosynia
Polotskaya and Kirill Turows-
ky — are widely known. Laza-
rus Bogsha, a jeweler, made a
unique rood at the request of
Euphrosynia, which is consid-
ered a masterpiece of national
and world art. Unfortunately,
the rood was lost during World
War II. Polotzk was the first
among the towns of Kievskaya
Rus to obtain political indepen-
dence. The monuments of Po-

lotzk — Savior-Euphrosynia
Convent, the Temple of Sophia
and Bogoyavlensky monastery
— embody a rich history.

In the 13th century, the Bela-
rusian Ponemanye became the
educational center of one of the
largest feudal monarchies in
Europe — the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, Russia and Zhemoit
(GDL). Novogrudok was the
first capital of that state. The
old Belarusian language was
the official and everyday collo-
quial language of the GDL.

This was the language of an-
nals, chronicles, religious and
scientific works, as well as the
language for the Statute of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania of
1588 — the most advanced code
of law in medieval Europe, a
classical example of feudal

law, which was in force up to
1840 in Belarus. Birch bark doc-
uments found by archaeolo-
gists were also composed in the
old language.

In the middle of the 16th cen-
tury, the Grand Duchy of Lithu-
ania and the Kingdom of Po-
land united into a new state —
Rech Pospolita. The period
from the middle of the 16th cen-
tury to the late 17th century was
a time of prosperity for the no-
blemen culture. In Belarus the
relative weight of nobility was
extremely high — every sixth
family had titles of nobility. At
that time, numerous manufac-
turers and theaters were
opened; palaces and park man-
ors emerged and developed, the
images of which have lived to
our age in drawings by talented

artist Napoleon Orda.
The majestic castle of the

15th-17th centuries in the town
of Mir is a monument of inter-
national significance and is in-
cluded in the UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage List. Encir-
cled by parks, the 16th-century
palace complex was preserved
in Nesvizh, the capital of the
Radzivills magnate clan. T h e
16th-century Farny catholic
church is the first Baroque
monument on the territory of
East Europe. It contains pre-
served wall paintings and the
family vault of the Radzivills.

Renaissance and Reforma-
tion ideas were popular in Bela-
rus in the 16th century and the
17th century brought the Count-
er-Reformation. The most
prominent cultural figure of

this age was Francisk Skoryna
from the town of Polotzk, the
first Belarusian and East Slav-
ic printer and enlightener.

At the end of the 18th centu-
ry, the Belarusian lands joined
the Russian Empire. In this pe-
riod, manors and palaces were
constructed in classical style,
especially in the eastern part of
the country.

In the 20th century, three
revolutions and three sangui-
nary wars roiled over Belarus.
The country’s independence
was declared in 1918 and in 1922,
it participated in founding the
Soviet Union alongside Russia
and Ukraine. In 1991, Belarus,
Russia and Ukraine denounced
the Union Treaty in Viskuli, a
part of the Belovezhskaya for-
est preserve, which is located in
Belarusian territory.

The most heroic and tragic
period of Belarus’ contempo-
rary history is the Great Patri-
otic War of 1941-1945. The brutal
violence of German invaders
provoked mass resistance. A
vast majority of Belarusian
people took part in guerrilla
and underground movements.
The price of freedom is im-
mense: Belarus lost every third
citizen during the war. The
country has a great number of
war monuments. The majestic
‘‘Brest hero-fortress’’ memori-
al was created in 1971. The Kha-
tyn memorial is a symbol of the
suffering of civilians during the
war. Architects created the me-
morial in 1969 at the site where
the village with its 149 dwellers
was burned. Khatyn is now
world famous.

Owing to various political
reasons, primarily because of
the absence of national state-
hood during a number of centu-
ries, Belarus was considered a
donor of noblemen to other
countries. Adam Mitzkevich
and Vladislav Syrokomlia, na-
tives of the modern territory of
Belarus, became classicists of
Polish literature; Stanislav
Moniushko was a well-known
Polish composer; Tadeush
Kostiushko was a national hero
in the United States, France
and Poland; Ignatiy Domeyko
was one of the pioneers of sci-
ence in Chile; Nikolay Sudzilov-
sky-Russel was the first presi-
dent of the Republic of Hawaii;
Simeon Polotsky was the men-
tor of Peter the Great, the first

Russian emperor; and Mikhal
Kleophas Oginsky was a Polish
composer and a Russian diplo-
mat. Belarusians were printing
pioneers in Russia and helped
to establish Russian profession-
al literature.

Among the sons of Belarus
you can find Igor Sikorsky, an
inventor and designer of mod-
ern planes and helicopters;
mathematician Vladimir Pla-
tonov; and astrophysicist Boris
Kyt. Belarus is the motherland
of Haim Veitzman, the first
president of Israel; Menachem
Begin and Shimon Peres, Israe-
li prime ministers and Noble
prizewinners; Naum Goldman,
president of the World Con-
gress of Jews in 1949-1978; and
others.

Belarus gave the world such
great 20th-century artists as
Vasili Kandinsky, Kazimir
Malevych and Marc Chagall.
Chagall is recognized world-
wide, and that includes Japan,
where a Japanese crew made a
film about him and some exhi-
bitions of his works were held
several years ago.

The rich historical heritage
is widely represented in almost
150 museums and galleries, not
only in Minsk, but in all large
cities of the country. Numerous
churches and monasteries of
small towns and villages offer
glimpses into the spiritual side
of people’s lives, and varieties
of architectural styles to those
who are really interested in
these matters. The Belarusian
nation has always been suscep-
tible to new trends from the
West as well as from the East.

Many social and cultural move-
ments rooted here, having re-
fracted through local tradi-
tions.

The peculiarities of cultural
traditions are the basis of dis-
covery tourism in Belarus.
Many tourists visit Belarus
with the purpose of spending
their vacation in rural areas,
which offer fishing, hunting and
hiking in the pine forests of Po-
lesye or in the lake lands of the
Vitebsk region.

Belarus doesn’t have the
bright colors of Mediterranean
countries, the delicate slyness
of the Middle East or the snowy
mountains of the Himalayas. It
is a country of gentle or even in-
telligent beauty. Its quiet
charm penetrates into the trav-
eler’s soul gradually, through a
soft play of the morning sky
over the vague horizon line,
through the velvet verdure o f
the vast expanses of the fields,
through the overpowering bal-
my air of a century-old pine for-
est, and through the tender
mooing of cows and the sad
cries of cranes in the meadows.

The ethereal beauty of Bela-
rus does not expose itself to ev-
eryone; for this you have to stop
and feel the surrounding world:
keep looking into the blue eyes
of Belarus, its deep lakes, put
your hands into the icy waters
of a ringing brook, hide from a
warm rain under a shaggy
branch of a spruce. Perhaps
this is one of the few remaining
places on our planet where one
can see the amazing miracle —
the miracle of untouched na-
ture.
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