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Venezuela independence day

Chavez visit strengthened ties
Takeo Hiranuma
CHIRMAN, JAPAN-VENEZUELAN

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the
Japan-Venezuelan
Parliamentary Friendship
League, I would like to convey
my heartfelt
congratulations
to the
Bolivarian
Republic of
Venezuela and
its people on
the occasion of
the 198th
anniversary of its
independence.

The common destiny of
Venezuela and Japan is
founded on a productive,
intense, solid and mutually
beneficial bilateral relationship
that began 71 years ago. It is in
constant evolution, reflecting a

long-standing friendly
tradition.

A new face of
Venezuela-Japan bilateral
relations began with the recent
visit of President Hugo Chavez
to Japan, characterized by an
integral joint vision, where
binational interests,
cooperation, and interchange
are strengthened, transformed
and expanded under a
complementary criteria.

On this special day of
celebration for the people of
Venezuela, I would like to point
out that we share fundamental
values that provide clear paths
toward understanding, peace
and prosperity.

Japan and Venezuela
believe in achieving
international peace and
cooperation by promoting
integral human security.

They share a special

sensibility to economic,
environmental, energy and
social issues, and have made
substantial efforts toward the
peaceful use of nuclear energy
and the abolition of all nuclear
weapons.

Furthermore, we admire the
great zeal with which the
Venezuelan government has
been working under the
leadership of President
Chavez to build a fairer
society.

The Japan-Venezuela
Parliamentary Friendship
League is determined to
deepen the close relationship
between the two nations,
promoting an open political
and economic dialogue. I am
convinced that there are
multiple and wide-ranging
opportunities that we shall
explore, transit and make
effective.

Venezuela well on the road to prosperity
Seiko Ishikawa
AMBASSADOR OF VENEZUELA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 198th an-
niversary of our indepen-
dence, on behalf of the Boli-
varian Republic of Venezuela,
its government
and people, I
am honored to
convey our re-
newed commit-
ment to the con-
tinued friend-
ship between
Venezuela and
Japan and to extend my best
wishes of happiness, health
and prosperity to Their Impe-
rial Majesties Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress Michiko, to
the Japanese government and
its people. On this auspicious
day, I would like to express
our appreciation to The Japan
Times for this opportunity to
address its distinguished
readers.

Next year, Venezuelans will
celebrate the 200th anniversa-
ry since the beginning of our
independence revolution and,
in 2011, two centuries since the
final declaration of indepen-
dence. The soil plowed by our
founding fathers has finally
given way to a prosperous fu-
ture. Last December, the Boli-
varian Government of Presi-
dent Chavez celebrated 10
years of achievements, im-
proving the quality of life of
millions of Venezuelans, ex-
ceeding expectations, and re-
alizing the dreams of many: to
achieve a just and humane so-
ciety.

During the Administration
of President Chavez, the ex-
treme poverty rate signifi-
cantly fell from 42 percent in
1998 to 9.5 percent. General
poverty also fell significantly,
from 50.5 percent in 1998 to 33.4
percent in 2008. Venezuela’s
Human Development Index

(HDI) increased from 0.69
(medium development) in
1998 to 0.84 (high develop-
ment) in 2008.

In education, we have

achieved greater access to
basic, medium and higher
schools, and we are currently
investing more than 7 per-
cent of GDP in education,
while in 1998 it was only 3.9
percent. Our social programs
have increased the presence
of primary health care physi-
cians from 1,628 in 1998 to
more than 20,000 in 2008,
through 1,600 community
consultation centers all over
the country. The subsidized
food program has benefited
more than 40 percent of the
population.

The social programs’ effec-
tiveness has made them high-
ly popular throughout Venezu-
ela — the educational mis-
sions are viewed positively by
76 percent of Venezuelans and
the health missions by 72 per-
cent. These 10 years of
achievements of the Venezue-
lan Government have been ac-
complished within a demo-
cratic system with the active
participation of its citizens.
The 2008 report by Latinobaro-
metro, a Chilean polling firm
that conducts a highly respect-
ed annual public survey on im-
portant issues in Latin Ameri-
ca, showed these results for
Venezuela:
B Asked about the most effec-
tive way to bring about
change, Venezuelans over-
whelmingly replied through
elections. Eighty percent of
Venezuelan expressed a faith
in elections while only 9 per-
cent of those polled believed
that participating in protests
was more effective.
B Venezuelans continue to be
among the most satisfied with
the democratic system in their
country, second only to Uru-
guay. This year’s level of sat-
isfaction is 14 percent higher
than the number reported in
1998.
B Asked whether democracy
guarantees freedom of ex-
pression to all in all occasions,

60 percent of Venezuelans re-
plied affirmatively.
B Asked about social inequali-
ties in a democracy, Venezue-
lans ranked highest in the re-
gion with 36 percent, believing
that social inequality had di-
minished and the lowest in the
region (37 percent) believing
that inequality remained the
same. On average, only 21 per-
cent of the region believes that
social inequalities are being
addressed by democracy.
B Venezuelans reported the
highest levels of support for
democracy with 85 percent.
The next highest level of sup-
port for democracy was found
in Uruguay with 79 percent;
Venezuela was well above the
regional average of 57 per-
cent.
B Eighty-five percent of Vene-
zuelans agreed that democra-
cy is necessary for develop-
ment.

One of the many conse-
quences of the recent econom-
ic crisis has been the decline of
oil prices, affecting the 2009
National Budget, calculated
at $60 a barrel, requiring nec-
essary adjustments. Even so,
the economic measures taken
by the government to protect
Venezuela from the global tur-
moil have not placed any bur-
den on the people and, on the
contrary, funding for impor-
tant social programs will con-
tinue. Sound economic and fis-
cal policies have led to the cre-
ation of development fund
mechanisms that are the
source of social and economic
development of the country,
with investment plans in non-
oil projects related to infra-
structure, agriculture, basic
and medium industry and
mining, amounting to $100 bil-
lion up until 2013.

Last year marked the cele-
bration of 70 years of friendly
and fruitful bilateral relations
with Japan, based on a strong
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Energy deal an epoch-making event
Yorihiko Kojima
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-VENEZUELA ECONOMIC

COMMITTEE, NIPPON KEIDANREN

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Vene-
zuela Economic Committee
of Nippon Keidanren (the
Japan Busi-
nes s Feder a -
tion), I would
like to express
my heartfelt
c  o  n  g  r  a t u l a -
tions to H. E.
President Hu-
go Chavez and
the people of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela on
their 198th anniversary of in-
dependence.

In 2008, Venezuela and Ja-
pan celebrated the 70th anni-
versary of the establishment
of diplomatic ties between
our two countries, and also

the 80th anniversary of Japa-
nese emigration to Venezue-
la. I regard these anniversa-
ries as proof of the continuous
strengthening of the friend-
ship between us.

In April this year, we had
the great pleasure of welcom-
ing President Chavez to Ja-
pan. Many Japanese in the
public and private sectors
were interested in his meet-
ing with Prime Minister Taro
Aso. More than 70 people
from the business communi-
ty gathered at Keidanren
headquarters to hear Presi-
dent Chavez speak. These
facts have reassured us of the
business opportunities with
Venezuela, and we trust that
the mutual business environ-
ment will stabilize further
from hereon and allow us to
realize these opportunities.

One epoch-making event
took place this year. The
memorandum on Venezuela-
Japan comprehensive ener-
gy cooperation was signed in
March. To put this into ac-
tion, in April, President Cha-
vez and Prime Minister Aso
agreed on organizing work-
ing groups. This is a brilliant
example of how the two gov-
ernments can collaborate
and consequently boost our
economic ties.

Finally, I sincerely wish
the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela and its people
peace and prosperity on the
anniversary of their indepen-
dence. I will continue to do
my best to enhance the eco-
nomic relations between our
two nations and help contrib-
ute to a mutually beneficial
future.

President Hugo Chavez Frias

The keys: Morrocoy National Park features a large number of small islands. VENEZUELAN EMBASSY
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Croatian president picks first female premier to replace Sanader

Zagreb
AP

------------------------------------------

Croatian President Stipe Me-
sic on Friday appointed a
member of the ruling party to
replace former Prime Minis-
ter Ivo Sanader, who abruptly
resigned earlier in the week.

Mesic chose Jadranka Ko-
sor, Sanader’s longtime loyal
deputy, and the candidate pro-
posed by the ruling Croatian
Democratic Union, saying she
has proven she has the support
of the majority of lawmakers.

Kosor, 56, who was the min-
ister in charge of family and
war veterans and a deputy
prime minister, must still be
approved as prime minister
by Parliament, with a vote
likely to come Monday.

Mesic said he expected the
new Cabinet to continue to

pursue ‘‘very clear and deci-
sive pro-European policies’’ —
alluding to speculations that
without Sanader, his party
would be taken over by its
right wing.

Sanader transformed the
party — once a bastion of na-
tionalism — into a Western-

style conservative party since
taking the helm in 2000. The
leader, who won his second
term 19 months ago, resigned
from the post and from leader-
ship of the party Wednesday,
saying only that he was with-
drawing from politics.

Opposition parties are de-
manding early elections, say-
ing that the party has now lost
its credibility.

Sanader has only hinted at
why he resigned, denying ini-
tially it was due to Croatia’s
economic crisis and the coun-
try’s stalled bid to join the EU.

However, in remarks pub-
lished by the Jutarnji List dai-
ly on Friday, Sanader said
Croatians ‘‘needed a shock’’ to
‘‘finally face reality’’ — neces-
sary radical cuts in public and
other spending.

He said his attempts to save

money were always met with
criticism.

In the interview, Sanader
said his resignation was also a
‘‘protest’’ against the EU’s
‘‘unacceptable’’ behavior to-
ward Croatia.

Croatia’s EU bid — Sanad-
er’s major political goal — has
been blocked since December
by neighbor and EU member
Slovenia because of a border
dispute.

The European Commission
has abandoned public media-
tion between the two after they
failed to agree on its latest pro-
posal for solving the row.

Sanader told the daily that
the EU officials ‘‘did not make
a necessary effort to stop the
unprecedented blackmail
from Slovenia,’’ adding that
his resignation would ‘‘per-
haps sober them up.’’

IN BRIEF
---------------------------------------

Duma approves bill
to ease NGO curbs
Moscow AP

Russia’s lower house of
Parliament has approved a
bill easing restrictions on
human rights groups and
other nongovernmental
organizations.

The Kremlin-loyal State
Duma hurried through the
bill’s second and third reading
Friday. It cleared by a vote of
383 for to 57 against, with no
abstentions. The bill needs
rubber- stamping by the
obedient Upper House before
President Dmitry Medvedev
can sign it into law.

The bill would amend a
restrictive law passed three
years ago under Medvedev’s
predecessor Vladimir Putin,
who said tight regulations
were necessary to make sure
that NGOs were not controlled
from abroad.

Six killed in London
high-rise inferno
London AP

Six people, including a
3-week-old baby, were killed
and 30 people had to be
rescued when fire ripped
through a high-rise apartment
building in London on Friday,
emergency services said.

London Fire Brigade and
police said the dead were
three adults and three
children — the baby, and a 6-
and 7-year-old.

The brigade said 18 fire
engines and more than 100
firefighters were called to
the blaze in the Camberwell
area of south London around
4:20 p.m. The fire started on
the fourth floor and spread
quickly to seven floors of the
12-story building, part of a
large 1960s public-housing
project.

The fire brigade said 30
residents had been rescued
from the building ‘‘in extremely
difficult circumstances.’’
Investigators were on the scene
to determine its cause.

Spanish police foil
zeppelin jailbreak
Madrid AP

Spanish police foiled a plot to
use a zeppelin to help a
prisoner break out of jail, the
Interior Ministry said Friday.

Investigators found a
package sent from Italy
containing sophisticated
escape equipment that was to
have been smuggled into the
hilltop Salto del Negro prison
in Las Palmas in the Canary
Islands using a 4-meter
electrically controlled
dirigible.

The breakout had been
planned for Tuesday, a day
before the detainee, whose
name was given as ‘‘Giulio
B.,’’ was due to appear in court
on charges of drug trafficking.

‘‘The strategy consisted of
using a 4-meter radio-
controlled zeppelin to help
introduce night vision
equipment, climbing kit and
camouflage paint to Giulio
B.’s cell,’’ the ministry said in
a statement.

Police say Giulio B. would
have used the equipment to
reach a point on the jail
perimeter that was not under
constant observation. From
there, police said, they believe
he would have descended to a
waiting escape vehicle.

Palin again plays by own rules in resignation
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Dan Balz
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Gov. Sarah Palin demonstrat-
ed once again Friday that she
is one of America’s most un-
conventional politicians, fol-
lowing an unpredictable path
to an uncertain future.

That the Alaska governor
has a flair for the theatrical —
and plays by her own rules —
was underscored anew by her
stunning announcement that
not only will she not seek re-
election in 2010 but also that
she will resign her office this
month.

But are Palin’s rules those
of someone with the capacity
to seek and win her party’s
presidential nomination in
2012, as many believe is her ul-
timate goal, or of someone
who has flashed like a meteor
across the political skies but
with limited impact? That
question was at the center of
the discussion Friday among
Republican strategists who
were baffled by what they had
just heard from Alaska.

Palin’s decision to exit the
governorship was as sudden
and unexpected as her arrival
on the national stage when
Sen. John McCain defied all

predictions and selected her to
be his 2008 vice presidential
running mate. From that day
in August to Friday’s an-
nouncement that she plans to
step down, she has been one of
the country’s most compelling
and controversial politicians
— and almost always one of
the most enigmatic.

Palin’s statement was am-
biguous with regard to her fu-
ture. ‘‘We know we can effect
positive change outside gov-
ernment at this point in time
on another scale, and actually
make a difference for our pri-
orities,’’ she said, hinting at
larger ambitions. But she also
expressed weariness over
what she called ‘‘superficial,
wasteful, political blood
sport.’’ Was that a hint that she
intends to turn away from
elective politics?

Certainly, after a week in
which she was the target of
new attacks over her perfor-
mance in the 2008 campaign
that sparked a war of words
between prominent Republi-
can strategists, slipping into
the background might b  e a
welcome tonic for Palin and
her family.

But even if that were her
first instinct, she will feel the
tug of her passionate support-
ers to remain in the forefront
of the debate over the party’s

future, and many of them will
push her to run for president.

One strategist who assumes
she has aspirations to run for
president called the decision
to resign her office ‘‘puzzling,’’
and another described it as
‘‘nutty.’’ ‘‘If this is about run-
ning for president, it’s about
as odd a way as we’ve ever
seen,’’ said John Weaver, a
Republican strategist.

Their reasoning followed
conventional assumptions
about what it takes to mount a
national campaign — that, in
surrendering the governor’s
office in Alaska, she brings a
conclusion to her brief tenure
in statewide office, leaving be-
hind a thin record on which to
base a national campaign.

Yet it has been obvious that
Alaska is a difficult place from
which to participate in the na-
tional debate, both because of
its physical distance from the
rest of the United States but al-
so because of its culture and
identity. Freed of the con-
straints of her office, Palin
could, if she chooses, become
a more engaged participant in
the national debate.

‘‘My contrarian take is, al-
most everyone I talk to thinks
it’s crazy, but I wonder maybe
it’s crazy like a fox,’’ said Bill
Kristol, editor of the Weekly
Standard.

Kristol’s view is that spend-
ing another 18 months in office
in Alaska will not convince
skeptics that she is ready to be
president. Instead, he said,
she can use this time to travel
the country and the world, to
immerse herself in policy is-
sues and to campaign for Re-
publican candidates without
facing questions every time
she leaves the state about
whether she is shirking her re-
sponsibilities.

Few who have watched Pal-
in doubt her ability to attract
attention, command a follow-
ing and make herself a force,
should she choose to run for
president. Democratic and
Republican strategists agree
that she has charisma and a
personality that connects with
people.

But along with those skills
have come a host of questions,
which began in the days after
her selection by McCain and
have continued. They include
whether she has the experi-
ence and knowledge of the
world required of a successful
national candidate.

How her supporters will see
her resignation is not yet
clear, but they have tended to
be both protective and forgiv-
ing of Palin as she has charted
her unusual course through
national politics.

Russia OKs conduit for U.S. arms
Concession on transshipments
to Afghanistan precedes summit
Moscow
AP

------------------------------------------

Russia said Friday it will al-
low the U.S. to ship weapons
across its territory to Afghani-
stan, a long-sought move that
bolsters U.S. military opera-
tions but potentially gives the
Kremlin leverage over criti-
cal American supplies.

The announcement by a top
Kremlin aide came ahead of
U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma’s visit to Moscow this
week, when the deal is expect-
ed to be signed during a sum-
mit aimed at improving the
nations’ strained relations.

Russia’s concession on
arms shipments also came as
the Obama administration is
shifting the U.S. military’s fo-
cus from Iraq to Afghanistan,
where a massive American of-
fensive is under way in Tali-
ban-controlled areas of Hel-
mand Province.

Russia has been allowing
the United States to ship nonle-
thal supplies across its territo-
ry for operations in Afghani-
stan, and Kremlin officials
had suggested further cooper-
ation was likely.

Kremlin foreign policy ad-
viser Sergei Prikhodko told re-
porters Friday that the ex-

pected deal would enable the
U.S. to ship lethal cargo and
would include shipments by
air and land.

He said it was unclear if
U.S. soldiers or other person-
nel would be permitted to trav-
el through Russian territory
or airspace. ‘‘They haven’t
asked us for it,’’ he said.

The normal supply route to
landlocked Afghanistan via
Pakistan has come under re-
peated Taliban attack, and the
U.S. and NATO have been ea-
ger to have an alternate over-
land supply route through
Russia and the Central Asian
countries.

Confirmation of such a deal
appeared aimed at setting a
constructive tone for the meet-
ings between Obama and Rus-
sian President Dmitry Med-

vedev on Monday and Tues-
day. After years of increasing
strain, both governments
have expressed hope the sum-
mit will put ties back on track.

Military analyst Alexander
Golts, however, said the U.S.
should be under no illusion
about Russia’s intentions. Al-
though Medvedev has set a
warmer tone in relations with
the West, his predecessor, Vla-
dimir Putin, retains consider-
able power as prime minister.

‘‘The least impression you
should get from this is that
Putin’s foreign policy style
foresees gestures of goodwill,’’
Golts said. The Russian lead-
ership still has the mind set of
‘‘19th-century realpolitik’’ and
seeks the ability to hold its
partners ‘‘by the throat,’’ he
said. ‘‘If something goes

wrong in Russian-U.S. rela-
tions, this transit will cease as
quickly and suddenly as it
started,’’ Golts said.

Russia was seen as the insti-
gator of Kyrgyzstan’s decision
this year to evict the United
States from an air base used to
ship military hardware and
troops to Afghanistan. The de-
cision was reversed only after
the U.S. agreed to pay three
times the price.

The expected deal would
be the first time Russia has
allowed U.S. military ship-
ments through its territory
during the Afghan campaign,
said Fyodor Lukyanov, edi-
tor of Russia in Global Af-
fairs magazine.

‘‘This may actually be the
first time they will do this
since World War II,’’ he said.

Quittin’ time: Republican vice presidential candidate and Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin signs autographs for supporters during a
October 2008 rally in Lancaster, Pa. AP

Jadranka Kosor

Cooperation building in all fields
Masateru Ito
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-VENEZUELA

ASSOCIATION

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the
Japan-Venezuela Association, I
extend my sincere
congratulations
to the
government
and people of
the Bolivarian
Republic of
Venezuela on
the occasion of
the 198th
anniversary of the country’s
independence.

Since the celebration last
year of the 80th anniversary of
Japanese emigration to
Venezuela as well as the 70th
anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two
countries, there has been
growing momentum by Japan
and Venezuela to strengthen
the bilateral relations further.

In April this year, the president
of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, Hugo Chavez Frias,
paid a very successful working
visit to Japan, and initiated a new

stage in the bilateral relationship
between Japan and Venezuela.
In the course of the visit, the two
countries agreed to promote
further cooperation in the energy
sector, especially in the
development of the Orinoco oil
field and gas exploitation, and
establish a working team to
explore ways to ensure its
materialization.

Our future relations look
promising when we consider that
Japan and Venezuela have
enormous potential to expand the
mutually complementary
economic relations supported by
Venezuela’s rich energy and
mineral resources, and Japanese
technology and capital. It is also
encouraging that the mutual
cooperation will promote tourism
between the two countries.

Apart from the economic area,
Japan and Venezuela also
deepened their bilateral
cooperation in the areas of
cultural, artistic and intellectual
exchanges as well. In December
last year, the world-famous
Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra,
acclaimed as one of today’s most
vigorous and vibrant symphony
orchestras, performed in Tokyo

and Hiroshima, and fascinated
many classical music fans in
Japan.

Recently, we have seen
growing academic cooperation
between universities of both
countries as well as an increase
in Japan studies at Venezuelan
universities. Contrary to the
general image of Venezuela held
by the Japanese, Venezuelans
have a very strong interest in
Japanese culture, and there are
many institutions and
associations in Venezuela that
promote Japanese culture to
Venezuelans.

It is indeed a pleasure to see
that there is better understanding
between the two nations, and
also through the efforts on both
sides to hold ‘‘Cultural Festival of
Venezuela in Japan’’ and
‘‘Cultural Festival of Japan in
Venezuela,’’ the two nations are
now closer to each other.

Finally, I would like to reiterate
our warmest felicitations on this
historic day and to assure all our
Venezuelan friends that the
Japan-Venezuela Association
will continue to contribute to the
strengthening of our bilateral
relationship.

Nation on the road to prosperity
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

and stable economic exchange
encompassing trade, invest-
ment, cooperation and the
growing links among its gov-
ernments and people.

Last April, President Cha-
vez paid a visit to Japan,
marking the beginning of a
new economic alliance based
on common interests and har-
nessing the opportunities that
arise with the complementari-

ty of both economies, trans-
forming the bilateral relation-
ship into an association of
global dimensions.

During the presidential vis-
it, 12 strategic energy cooper-
ation agreements were signed
between Venezuela and Ja-
pan, encompassing project fi-
nancing and Japanese compa-
nies’ participation in the oil,
gas and petrochemical sec-
tors. These agreements fol-

lowed the energy cooperation
accord signed by the Minister
of Energy and Oil of Venezue-
la, Mr. Rafael Ramirez, and
the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry of Japan,
Mr. Toshihiro Nikai, in March
this year. As part of the bilat-
eral commitments, both coun-
tries are enthusiastically im-
plementing these cooperation
projects, cementing the ever
growing relationship.

Visit Venezuela: a Caribbean,
Andean and Amazonian paradise
Come to Venezuela and enjoy
in just one country the magic
of the sunny Caribbean Sea,
the Spanish colonial heritage
of the Andean region and the
‘‘Lost World of El Dorado’’ in
the Canaima National Park of
the Amazon region.
The Caribbean Sea

Isla Margarita is the largest
and most beautiful of Venezu-
ela’s Caribbean islands. Also
known as the ‘‘Pearl of the Ca-
ribbean,’’ it is a picturesque
destination for a relaxing
beach vacation, where you
will find an up-to-date trans-
port infrastructure, modern
shopping malls, casinos, ex-
citing night life, excellent ho-
tels, castles, churches, muse-
ums and numerous beaches,
all offering different facilities
and attractions such as Playa
El Yaque, one the most fa-
mous windsurfing and kite
surfing beaches in the world.
The Andes

Merida is one the most be-
loved destinations for local
tourism. With impressive bio-
diversity and a soothingly
mild climate, Merida is also
known for its exquisite flora
and fauna, and its population
of wild birds, including the Gi-
ant Andes Condor.

Visitors can take advantage
of the various hikes and treks
in the Andes. The Merida ca-
ble car, the highest in the
world, can take you to the
highest point in Venezuela, the
Pico Bolivar, at 5,008 meters
above sea level.
The Amazon

Jules Verne called it the
‘‘Mighty Orinoco’’ in his 1898
science-fiction novel of the
same name. The Orinoco Riv-
er is located in the center of
the country and could be the
place to start a wonderful trip
to the south, or the Amazon re-
gion, and the unforgettable
Canaima National Park,
which stretches for over 3 mil-
lion hectares along the border
with Brazil and Guyana. Here
you will see the amazing table
(‘‘tepui’’) mountain forma-
tions, such as Monte Roraima
(2,772 meters), the highest
and easiest to climb, and Au-
yantepui, from which the An-
gel Falls, the highest waterfall
in the world (1,000 meters),
tumble.

The rich and varied ethnic
content of Venezuelan culture,
which is the result of the fusion
between Europeans, people of

African descent and the origi-
nal indigenous inhabitants, is
reflected in the country’s hap-
py and friendly people, beauti-
ful women and the tasty food
that combines the essences of
those cultures, with even a few
Asian touches. Among the ex-
cellent local specialties are
‘‘pabellon criollo’’ (a dish con-
sisting of black beans, rice,
shredded meat and fried plan-
tain), ‘‘cachapas’’ (a round,
thin bread made of ground
maize with delicious white lo-
cal cheese inside) and the tra-
ditional ‘‘arepas’ (indigenous
bread made of maize, which is
often filled with cheese, meat,
ham or butter, or simply eaten
as it is).
Flora and fauna

Venezuela lies within the
neotropic ecological zone.
Large portions of the country
were originally covered by
moist broadleaf forests. One
of 17 megadiverse countries
and among the top 20 countries
in the world in terms of ende-
mism, some 38 percent of

more than 21,000 plant species
are unique to the country; 23
percent of reptilian and 50 per-
cent of amphibian species are
also endemic.

Venezuela has significant
biodiversity across habitats
ranging from desertlike
scrublands in the extreme
northwest to coastal man-
grove forests in the northeast.
Venezuela also is home to 1,417
bird species, 48 of which are
endemic.

World’s highest: Angel Falls in Canaima National Park at 979
meters are 16 times the height of Niagara Falls and have an
uninterrupted drop of 807 meters.

Looking for dinner: The
caracara, a bird of prey.
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