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Egypt national day

Egypt: ‘an old and important friend of Japan’
Masahiko Komura
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-EGYPT

PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

As president of the Japan-Egypt
Parliamentarians Friendship
League, I would
like to extend
my heartfelt
congratulations
to H.E.
President
Mohamed
Hosny
Mubarak, the
government and
people of Egypt on the occasion
of the National Day of the Arab
Republic of Egypt.

Egypt, which had been
enjoying high economic growth
until last summer, faces such
difficulties as declining foreign
currency revenues due to the
worldwide recession since last
autumn. Nevertheless, it has
maintained economic growth of
more than 4.0 percent and we
would like to express our respect
to the government of Egypt,
which achieves such steady
economic growth under the
leadership of President
Mubarak.

Egypt is a leading country that
plays a significant role in working
for peace and stability in the
Middle East and Africa, and an
old and important friend of
Japan. I have visited Egypt
many times, including during my

tenure as minister of foreign
affairs. I am glad to note that
there have been important
exchanges of high-level
missions between us for the past
year.

In October, Dr. Hani Helal,
minister of higher education and
scientific research, came to
Japan, and held a meeting with
Foreign Minister Hirofumi
Nakasone to accelerate bilateral
cooperation in the field of
science and technology. He also
attended the STS (Science and
Technology in Society) forum in
Kyoto, as well as the
Japan-Africa Ministers
Conference on Science and
Technology. This May, Foreign
Minister Nakasone visited Cairo,
and held a series of fruitful
meetings with President
Mubarak, Foreign Minister
Ahmed Abuelgheit and other
high-level Egyptian government
officials.

Recently, from June 29
through July 4, H.I.H. Princess
Takamado visited Egypt and
held meetings with first lady
Susan Mubarak, Maged
George, minister of state for
environmental affairs, and other
eminent people of the
government, as well as
attending the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Prince
Takamado Memorial Visitors
Center, which is under
construction in Aswan. This was

the first Imperial visit to Egypt
since 2000, when Their Imperial
Highnesses Prince and Princess
Takamado were there. I am
convinced that these visits will
contribute to further deepening
our bilateral relations.

Various cooperative projects
have been implemented
between the two countries for
the past year. Especially, we are
witnessing a remarkable
development of cooperation in
the field of science and
technology. With regard to the
Egypt-Japan University for
Science and Technology
(E-JUST), which aims to
establish a university with
Japanese-style education and
research serving the needs of
human resource development in
Egypt, Arab and African regions,
the ‘‘Agreement concerning the
Establishment of the
Egypt-Japan University for
Science and Technology,’’
which establishes the framework
of cooperation between the two
governments, was concluded
and came into force this month. I
understand that the university is
due to open in September. I
welcome this valuable
development for deepening our
relationship.

Last year was also
designated as the ‘‘Japan-Egypt
Year of Science and Technology
in 2008,’’ based on an
agreement between our

governments. Throughout the
year many events and programs
were held in the field of science
and technology, and this
commemorative year concluded
with a lecture by Dr. Mamoru
Mori, executive director of the
National Museum of
Engineering Science and
Technology, and a famous
former astronaut. We are
continuing to promote vigorous
cooperation and exchanges in
this field.

Moreover, the government of
Egypt has designated this year
as the ‘‘Egypt Tourism
Promotion Year in Japan 2009’’
and many events promoting
tourism are being arranged by
the Embassy of Egypt in Japan. I
hope more and more Japanese
people will become familiar with
Egypt through these events.

The Japan-Egypt
Parliamentarians Friendship
League and I are determined to
make our utmost efforts to
further enhance this excellent
bilateral relationship.

Last but not least, I would like
to express my best wishes to
President Mubarak and the
people of Egypt for lasting good
health and prosperity, as well as
my deepest appreciation for the
tireless efforts of H.E. Dr. Walid
Mahmoud Abdelnasser,
ambassador of the Arab
Republic of Egypt to Japan, for
our two countries.

Toward a stronger strategic partnership
Dr. Walid M. Abdelnasser
AMBASSADOR OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC

OF EGYPT TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

July 23 every year marks the
National Day of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt. It is a day that
offers Egyptians the opportu-
nity to reflect on their past
achievements and look for-
ward to an even brighter fu-
ture, and as always, it allows
us to express our satisfaction
at the state of Egyptian-Japa-
nese relations and continue
our joint action to solidify the
partnership between our two
countries.

I would like, on this occa-
sion, on behalf of H.E. Presi-
dent Mohamed Hosny Muba-
rak, and the government and
people of Egypt, to convey my
deepest respect to Their Impe-
rial Majesties Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress Michiko, and
to Prime Minister Taro Aso. I
would also like to express my
gratitude to the government

and people of Japan for the
sincere friendship they have
consistently accorded Egypt
throughout the years.

We have witnessed during
the past 12 months a series of
developments that have con-
tributed to the enhancement of
our relationship with Japan,
including the important visit
to Egypt by H.I.H. Princess
Takamado in late June and
early July this year, the first
visit by a member of the Impe-
rial family to Egypt since May
2000. Many of these came
amid the momentum generat-
ed by the meeting that took
place between President Mu-
barak and Prime Minister Ya-
suo Fukuda in June 2008,
which propelled both coun-
tries to embark on a set of new
initiatives aimed at further
deepening the solid founda-
tions of their partnership.

The framework for our on-
going cooperation was con-
cretized by the Egypt-Japan

Partnership Program that
was adopted during President
Mubarak’s visit to Tokyo in
1999 with a view to further en-
hancing the cooperation be-
tween our two countries. This
program has been and re-
mains the driving force behind
our efforts to strengthen our

bilateral relationship. Fur-
thermore, our long-standing
tradition of engagement with
Japan has underpinned Ja-
pan’s recognition of Egypt’s
geopolitical importance, and
pivotal role in the security and
stability of the region, and en-
shrined Tokyo’s willingness to
strengthen its partnership
with Egypt as its strategic hub
in the Arab world and Africa.

With Egypt having as-
sumed the presidency of the
Nonaligned Movement start-
ing this month, Egyptian-Jap-
anese cooperation will have
even more positive ramifica-
tions for world affairs.

We have been working to el-
evate bilateral consultations.
In this regard, we held the first
session of the Strategic Dia-
logue between our two coun-
tries, which encompassed a
broad array of political, eco-
nomic and cultural issues of
bilateral, regional and inter-
national interest, in Cairo this
May between Foreign Minis-
ter Hirofumi Nakasone and
his Egyptian counterpart, Ah-
med Abuelgheit.

Egypt and Japan are mov-
ing forward with a number of
bilateral projects that will
leave an enduring imprint on
the history of our bilateral co-
operation. We are, for exam-
ple, proceeding with the con-
struction of The Grand Egyp-
tian Museum, which will be
completed with generous as-
sistance provided by the Japa-
nese government in the form
of a long-term loan of almost
$300 million.

We also signed the agree-
ment establishing the Egypt-
Japan University for Science
and Technology (E-JUST),
the first Japanese University
outside Japan, in Cairo on
March 26. Building on the mo-
mentum generated by E-
JUST, we jointly and success-
fully concluded the ‘‘Japan-
Egypt Year of Science and
Technology in 2008’’ that laid

the ground for further collabo-
ration between our two coun-
tries in this sphere.

Last year witnessed total
Egyptian exports to Japan
climb to more than $1.6 billion,
whereas the overall volume of
trade between both countries
surpassed $3.4 billion. While
we are satisfied with this
growing trade relationship,
we are nonetheless eager to
further expand this relation-
ship, particularly Japanese
investment in Egypt.

Egypt welcomed about
108,000 Japanese tourists last
year, making it a primary des-
tination for Japanese travel-
ers overseas. However, these
figures reflected a slight de-
cline compared to 2007, due to
the negative repercussions of
the global financial crisis.

2009 was declared the
‘‘Egypt Tourism Promotion
Year in Japan.’’ In this con-
text, an inauguration ceremo-
ny was held in Tokyo under the
auspices of H.I.H. Princess
Takamado on Jan. 29. The sec-
ond event took place March 26
in the form of a media gather-

ing attended by numerous
Japanese participants togeth-
er with Osama Saraya, editor
in chief of the daily Egyptian
newspaper Al-Ahram. The

third event was represented
by three performances by the
Reda folk dance group, the
oldest in Egypt and the Arab
world, from April 1 through 6.

The fourth event took the form
of a tour by the Egyptian Arab
Takht classical Arab music
ensemble, with performances
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

President Hosny Mubarak

Inaugural night: (From left) H.E. Ambassador Dr. Walid Abdelnasser, H.I.H. Princess Takamado and
Tourism Counselor Ibrahim Khalil pose for photographs at the launch of ‘‘Egypt Tourism Promotion
Year in Japan 2009’’ on Jan. 29 at The Imperial Hotel in Tokyo. TOURIST OFFICE, EMBASSY OF EGYPT IN TOKYO

Imperial event: Egyptian Ambassador Dr. Walid Abdelnasser with Prime Minister Taro Aso and
his wife at the Akasaka Imperial Gardens, Tokyo, on April 16 during the annual spring garden
party hosted by Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko
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Saudi Arabia hit over
terrorism crackdown
Cairo
AP

------------------------------------------

Saudi Arabia is holding more
than 3,000 people in secret de-
tention and has used torture to
extract confessions in its anti-
terrorism crackdown since
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, Amnesty International
said in a report Wednesday.

The report criticized the in-
ternational community for
turning a blind eye to the king-
dom’s methods in its crack-
down. Saudi Arabia has car-
ried out a heavy wave of ar-
rests against al-Qaida
members in past years after
the militant group carried out
a string of attacks against ex-
patriate residential com-
pounds, oil facilities and gov-
ernment buildings.

‘‘These unjust antiter-
rorism measures have made
an already dire human rights
situation worse,’’ Malcolm
Smart, head of Amnesty’s
Middle East and North Africa
program, said in a prepared
statement.

Asked about the report, a
Saudi Interior Ministry offi-
cial, Abdulrahman Alhadlaq,
said, ‘‘These are claims that
have to be proven.’’

‘‘Our policies on human
rights are very clear and the

orders given are for prisoners
to be treated with respect and
according to international hu-
man rights principles,’’ Alhad-
laq said. ‘‘If anything hap-
pened, it would be an individu-
al case and if it is brought to
anybody’s attention it will be
dealt with.’’

The report came two weeks
after the Saudi government
said it had convicted 330 al-
Qaida militants in the king-
dom’s first known terrorism
trials for suspected members
of the terrorist network.

One militant was sentenced
to death, and the others were
given jail terms, fines and
travel bans in trials that were
held in complete secrecy.

Authorities said the defen-
dants were accused of belong-
ing to the ‘‘deviant group,’’ a
euphemism for al-Qaida, as
well as a range of other terror-
ism-related charges.

Amnesty said more than
3,100 people are being held ‘‘in
virtual secrecy’’ and others
have been killed in uncertain
circumstances.

Amnesty criticized the
Saudis for carrying out ‘‘se-
cret and summary trials’’ and
for reportedly torturing de-
tainees to extract confes-
sions. They said torture meth-
ods include ‘‘severe beatings

with sticks, punching, and
suspension from the ceiling,
use of electric shocks and
sleep deprivation.’’

‘‘The abuses take place be-
hind a wall of secrecy,’’ said
Smart. ‘‘Most (detainees) are
held incommunicado for years

without trial, and are denied
access to lawyers and the
courts to challenge the legali-
ty of their detention.’’

Amnesty said it sought Sau-
di comment on its report but
did not receive ‘‘any substan-
tive response.’’

Romanian mayor criticized for Nazi dress-up

Constanta Romania
AP

------------------------------------------

An anti-Semitism monitoring
organization in Romania has
filed an official complaint with
prosecutors against a mayor
for taking part in a fashion
show dressed as a Nazi officer
and wearing a swastika.

Radu Mazare, the mayor of
Constanta city, is no stranger
to showmanship. He once ap-
peared at a public event
dressed as James Bond, and
he has done fashion magazine
spreads.

Mazare, a member of the
opposition Social Democracy
Party, also was charged last
year, along with 36 other gov-
ernment officials, with carry-
ing out illegal real estate deals
that cost the country ¤114 mil-
lion ($143 million).

On Sunday evening, Mazare,
41, and his 15-year-old son per-
formed on stage at the fashion
show in Mamaia, a Black Sea
resort town near Constanta,
and both appeared to be
dressed in Nazi uniforms.

Television news shows later
showed footage of the perfor-
mance in Romania, where it is
illegal to display swastikas
and where people convicted of
doing that can be jailed for
three years.

The newspaper Evenimen-
tul Zilei quoted the mayor as
saying he was inspired to
dress the way he did by the
film ‘‘Valkyrie,’’ in which a
German officer ‘‘tries to free
Germany of a mad dictator.’’
Actor Tom Cruise plays Col.
Claus Graf Schenk von Stauf-
fenberg, the aristocratic army
officer who was among those

executed after a failed at-
tempt to assassinate Adolf
Hitler in July 1944.

Mazare told TV station B1
that he thought he had covered
up all the Nazi symbols on his
uniform, but did not see a
swastika on the belt because it
was very small.

On Monday, the country’s
Center for Monitoring and
Combating Anti-Semitism ac-
cused Mazare of wearing a
Nazi uniform and displaying a
swastika during the fashion
show. The center urged Roma-
nia’s chief prosecutor to inves-
tigate Mazare.

In Israel, the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center on Tuesday called
on Mazare to resign and to
apologize for parading in the
Nazi uniform.

Efraim Zuroff, the center’s
director, ‘‘expressed a sense of

insult and outrage at the poor
judgment Mazare exhibited,’’
especially since he was accom-
panied by his son. ‘‘It would be
hard to adequately describe the
depth of the pain that your ap-

pearance caused, not only to
Jews and other victims of Na-
zism, but to any person of moral
integrity who knows the history
of World War II,’’ the center said
in a statement.

Iranian president refuses order from his top backer to dump controversial vice president

Ahmadinejad defies Khamenei
Beirut
LOS ANGELES TIMES, REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Iran’s president, under attack
by reformists after his disput-
ed election victory last month,
on Tuesday openly defied his
most powerful backer, refus-
ing an order by the supreme
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, to dump a newly chosen
vice president, who is despised
by hardliners for insisting last
year that Iranians had no quar-
rel with the Israeli people.

President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad finds himself under
increasing pressure by Iranian
hardliners who appear eager
to reap political rewards after
leading a weeks-long crack-
down against opposition figure
Mir Hossein Mousavi’s sup-
porters, who say vote fraud
was responsible for Ahmadine-
jad’s victory last month.

The leader of a hardline
scholars group linked to the
Basiji militia said his organi-
zation would propose its own
‘‘desired Cabinet lineup’’ to the
president.

‘‘Our organization intends
to become the government’s
think tank,’’ said Lotfali
Bakhtiari, leader of the
group, in an interview pub-
lished by the newspaper Kha-
bar. ‘‘We want to introduce
our elite into the government
to serve the country.’’

Hordes of Bakhtiari’s plain-
clothes Basiji counterparts,
wielding truncheons, ap-
peared to lead the way Tues-
day in Tehran, the Iranian
capital, in menacing small
groups of antigovernment pro-
testers seeking to mark a na-
tionalist Iranian anniversary.

Iranian riot police clashed
with hundreds of proreform

protesters in central Tehran
on Tuesday and detained doz-
ens of them, a witness said.

‘‘Riot police are taking doz-
ens of protesters into their
cars and they are taking
them away,’’ the witness
said. ‘‘There are hundreds of
riot police and plainclothes
(security forces), beating
people who gathered to sup-
port (opposition leader Mir
Hossein) Mousavi.’’

The new protests are part of
a burgeoning political move-
ment built on Mousavi’s elec-
tion campaign. According to
witnesses at the aborted rally,
which drew hundreds, at least
one woman lay unconscious on
the ground after she was
clubbed, as hundreds of mili-

tiamen and uniformed officers
maintained control over the
huge Seventh of Tir Square.

A hardline military leader
of the Revolutionary Guards
on Tuesday threatened to
broadcast confessions ex-
tracted from hundreds of pris-
oners detained at protest ral-
lies in recent weeks as a way to
‘‘restore confidence’’ in the po-
litical system, an apparent an-
swer to calls Monday by lead-
ing reformists for a national
referendum on the results of
the disputed June 12 elections.

‘‘One solution to restore the
lost confidence is to lay bare
the dangerous scenarios de-
signed by antiregime think
tanks led by reformist
groups,’’ Gen. Yadollah Ja-

vani told the Islamic Republic
News Agency. ‘‘It is necessary
to broadcast the confessions of
the detainees for the people so
that they would understand
who had designed the ‘win by
any means’ strategy.’’

Leading Shiite clergy have
issued religious decrees say-
ing such confessions have no
validity.

Among those arrested and
held as political prisoners
without access to counsel is
Zahra Rahnavard, the brother
of Mousavi’s wife. The family
confirmed Rahnavard’s de-
tention Tuesday after a right-
wing newspaper run by the
Revolutionary Guards report-
ed that he was in jail on
charges of leading the unrest.

Opposition figures show no
sign of relenting. Mousavi’s
top lieutenant said in a report
published early Wednesday on
the Web site of the newspaper
Khabar that the former prime
minister would announce the
creation of a new political
front by the end of the week.
Ali Reza Beheshti told Khabar
Online that new political front
would include reformist and
conservative political groups.

A day after Khamenei
pointedly warned Iran’s politi-
cal elites to toe his line or risk
‘‘flunking’’ a test which they
could never retake, Ayatollah
Hashemi Rafsanjani pub-
lished a 40-year-old excerpt
from his memoir in which he
said ‘‘the most important test
is how to communicate with
people.’’

In another act of criticism,
Hassan Khomeini, a midrank-
ing moderate cleric and the
grandson of the Islamic Re-
public’s revolutionary founder
Ayatollah Ruholla Khomeini,
reportedly left the country in
order to avoid being present at
official functions, including
Ahmadinejad’s upcoming in-
auguration.

Ahmadinejad surprised
many observers by defending
Mashaei in the face of a tor-
rent of criticism by his own
hardline allies. News agen-
cies confirmed Tuesday that
Khamenei himself sent a let-
ter to Ahmadinejad on Mon-
day asking for the removal of
Mashaei, an in-law of the
president.

But Ahmadinejad insisted
on state television that Mas-
haei ‘‘will continue his job.’’ He
added: ‘‘He is very loyal to the
Islamic Revolution and a ser-
vant of the people.’’

Israel plans to
remove illegal
outposts: paper

Jerusalem
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Israel plans to remove in a sin-
gle day all 23 unauthorized set-
tler outposts slated for evacua-
tion in the occupied West Bank,
a move that would meet a long-
standing pledge to Washington,
a newspaper said Tuesday.

The report in Haaretz gave
no date for removing the out-
posts, where some of the most
militant settlers in the West
Bank live, but said the military
held an exercise last week to
prepare for their evacuation.

Haaretz, a left-leaning news-
paper, said the military was
preparing to ‘‘forcibly evacuate
23 illegal outposts in one day.
The plan was formulated by the
security establishment, with
the knowledge of Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu.’’

The report was written by
the same Haaretz columnist to
whom former Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon disclosed plans
to withdraw settlers and sol-
diers from the Gaza Strip, a
pullout that took place in 2005.

‘‘The report sounds totally
delusional,’’ said settler lead-
er Pinhas Wallerstein. But he
told Army Radio that settlers
could be ‘‘partners to painful
agreements, although not as a
result of American pressure.’’

A stronger strategic partnership
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

in 13 Japanese cities in May.
On Friday, June 26, I had

the honor of opening the
‘‘Egypt’s Sunken Treasures’’

exhibition in Yokohama, dis-
playing Egyptian monuments
discovered under the waters
of the Mediterranean Sea in
Alexandria. In addition, an

Egypt Tourism Promotion
Week was organized to intro-
duce Egyptian culture to the
Japanese public.

From July 9 to 12, Egypt
was the theme country at the
16th session of the Tokyo Inter-
national Book Fair. In addi-
tion to displays of books in dif-
ferent languages and fields
from Egyptian publishers,
workshops were organized on
issues of mutual interest. It
provided ample opportunity
for Egyptian and Japanese
publishers to herald a new era
of translation between the
Japanese and Arabic languag-
es.

In the remaining period of
the year, Egypt will have spe-
cial representation at JATA’s
Annual Conference and Exhi-
bition (Sept. 18 to 20); a Pan-
orama of Egyptian Cinema
will take place in the context of
the Tokyo International Film
Festival (Oct. 18 to 25); and
the first session of the Egypt-
Japan Forum will be con-
vened, with the participation
of public figures in different
fields from both countries
(Nov. 29 to Dec. 1). This forum
was agreed upon during the
last visit of President Muba-
rak to Japan.

The accomplishments men-
tioned above are the culmina-
tion of a long history of inter-
action between Egypt and Ja-
pan that began more than 148
years ago, and has been sus-
tained ever since by the dedi-
cated efforts of the govern-
ments and peoples on both
sides. We have come a long
way in nurturing what we con-
sider to be a unique relation-
ship between Egypt and Ja-
pan, and we believe that the
prospects that we both are in-
terested in exploring are un-
limited.

Projects, initiatives create lasting ties
Yuriko Koike
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of Egypt’s Na-
tional Day, I would like to
extend my
heartfelt con-
gratulations to
President Hos-
ny Mubarak,
and the govern-
ment and peo-
ple of Egypt.

Egypt’s Am-
bassador to Japan Dr. Walid
M. Abdelnasser, the Tourist
Promotion Office at the em-
bassy and EgyptAir organized
the ‘‘Egypt Tourism Promo-
tion Year in Japan 2009.’’ It

originally came about as the
result of a proposal by Minis-
ter of Tourism Zohair Garan-
ah during his visit to Japan in
February 2008.

As secretary general of the
Japan-Egypt Parliamentari-
ans Friendship League and a
graduate of Cairo University,
I greatly appreciate these ac-
tivities and I wish the promo-
tion every success.

I also would like to mention
the ‘‘Japan-Egypt Year of
Science and Technology
2008,’’ the success of which
was crowned by the signing of
an agreement establishing
the Egypt-Japan University
for Science and Technology
(E-JUST) in Cairo on March

26, after 18 months of talks
between the Egyptian Em-
bassy in Japan and Japanese
authorities. This initiative
was originally raised by Dr.
Hani Helal, minister of high-
er education and scientific
research, and Fayza Abulna-
ga, minister of international
cooperation.

I am confident the project
will strengthen our techno-
logical cooperation and con-
tribute to training talented
young Egyptians in the fu-
ture.

Lastly, I would like to ex-
press my best wishes to Pres-
ident Mubarak and the people
of Egypt for continued good
health and prosperity.

Slammed: A Saudi special forces member stands guard
outside a Riyadh hotel in 2005. An Amnesty International report
has criticized the kingdom’s antiterrorism methods. AP

Fashion faux pas: Radu Mazare, the mayor of Constanta,
Romania, poses for photographers while dressed as a Nazi
during a fashion show in Mamaia on Sunday. AFP-JIJI

Up from the deep: The ‘‘Egypt’s Sunken Treasures’’ exhibition opens June 26 at the Pacifico,
Yokohama. NORIYUKI AIDA, ASAHI SHIMBUN

Egyptian rhythms: The Reda folk dance group performs at Ark
Hills in Tokyo on April 4. SHIGEKI NAKANO FOR TOURIST OFFICE, EMBASSY

OF EGYPT IN TOKYO

More pressure: Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad delivers a speech in Mashhad on
July 16. The president has recently come under attack for a contentious Cabinet pick. AFP-JIJI
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