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Gates famed for intellect
Hillel Italie
New York
AP

------------------------------------------

Decades ago — long before
Harvard, long before his
books and documentaries —
Henry Louis Gates Jr. and
some friends nearly set off a
brawl trying to integrate a
West Virginia club.

Gates and the others were
circled by a white mob. The
owner screamed at the black
students to leave, slamming
one of them against the wall.
The club was shut down, but
Gates had been marked: West
Virginia police, he would write
in his memoir, placed him on a
list of those who might be de-
tained should race riots break
out during election time.

‘‘Someone in authority had
decided I was dangerous?’’ he
wrote. ‘‘I mean, I liked to think
so.’’

Gates rarely has been con-
sidered a dangerous man.
Gregarious, outgoing, media
savvy — yes. But in the years
after the incident in Keyser,
W.Va., his unrelenting focus
on black life in America was
intellectual. He has written es-
says, compiled reference
works, searched for slave nar-
ratives, produced documenta-
ries, assembled a mighty
team of colleagues at Har-
vard.

‘‘He’s unquestionably one of
the great public intellectuals.
He puts people together, he
makes a million speeches.
He’s on airplanes a lot. I think
he has 50 honorary degrees by
now,’’ said David Remnick,
editor of The New Yorker, for
which Gates has been a con-
tributor.

Now a dispute with police
has brought Gates down into
the arena once again.

Gates said Thursday he had
no further comments to make
about the incident, in which he
was suspected of breaking into
a house — his own — and was

charged with disorderly con-
duct when he raged at a police
officer.

Gates’ life has been an al-
most perfect arc of energy and
ascent. A mill worker’s son, he
graduated with honors from
Yale and has devoted himself
to discovering and explaining
the marrow of the black past.

As head of the W.E.B. Du
Bois Institute for African and
African American Research
at Harvard, Gates has con-
sciously attempted to build up-
on Du Bois’ scholarship and to
live out, and up to, his place in
what Du Bois called ‘‘The Tal-
ented Tenth’’ of black elites.

Gates’ projects have includ-
ed an encyclopedia of Africans
and African-Americans, an
anthology of black American
literature and documentaries
about Abraham Lincoln and
‘‘The Wonders of the African
World.’’ His books include an
influential work of cultural
criticism, ‘‘The Signifying
Monkey’’; and a compilation
of essays, ‘‘13 Ways of Looking
a  t a Black Man,’’ which fea-
tures pieces on former Secre-
tary of State Gen. Colin Pow-
ell, Louis Farrakhan and O.J.
Simpson’s murder trial.

He has told his own story in
a memoir, ‘‘Colored People.’’
Gates was born in 1950 in Pied-
mont, W.Va., then a segregat-
ed mill community. His first
knowledge of whites was
through television, in sitcoms
such as ‘‘The Life of Riley,’’
which featured a factory
worker, like Gates’ dad. His
family initially had little inter-
est in protest, wondering why
blacks would want to eat at
white-owned restaurants
since it was believed that
whites couldn’t cook.

‘‘Civil rights took us all by
surprise,’’ wrote Gates, whose
life was changed, as millions
were, by the 1954 Supreme
Court decision outlawing the
‘‘separate but equal’’ laws in
public schools.

Just two years later, Gates
began at the Davis Free Ele-
mentary School, integrated in
1955 and virtually the only
place in Piedmont where
blacks and whites gathered to-
gether. Gates arrived more
determined than afraid. He
was ‘‘marked out to excel,’’ an
early reader and writer
‘‘blessed with the belief that I
could learn anything.’’

‘‘I was all set to become the
little prince of that almost all-
white school,’’ he wrote.

He was an A student who
loved history and geography
and would practice the way
African leaders’ names were
pronounced by following the
newscasts of Edward Murrow
and Walter Cronkite. He gave
the valedictory address at
high school and graduated
summa cum laude from Yale,
where he majored in history.

To his eventual embarrass-
ment, he wrote in his Yale ap-
plication: ‘‘As always, whitey
now sits in judgment of me,
preparing to cast my fate. It is
your decision either to let me
blow with the wind as a nonen-
tity or to encourage the devel-
opment of self. Allow me to
prove myself.’’

He was substantial enough
to get into Yale anyway, politi-
cized enough to protest racism
and the Vietnam War, but nev-
er so disheartened by his coun-
try that he didn’t consider
himself a part of it.

At Harvard, Gates is credit-
ed with turning the school’s
black studies program into a
‘‘hub’’ for intellectual history,’’
Kwame Anthony Appiah said,
with fellows and faculty advis-
ers including Lani Guinier,
William Julius Wilson and No-
bel laureate Wole Soyinka.

‘‘He has an eye for talent,
for bringing in the best people
he can to Harvard,’’ Guinier
said. ‘‘And he has an eye for
the media, for positioning
himself and knowing how to
present a story.’’

Obama rushes
to quell uproar
on Gates arrest
President tempers
criticism of police,
admits fault in making
controversy worse

Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Knocked off-stride by a racial
uproar he helped stoke, Presi-
dent Barack Obama hastened
Friday to try to tamp down the
flames.

Obama, who had said police
‘‘acted stupidly’’ in arresting
black scholar Henry Louis
Gates Jr., declared that the
white arresting officer is a
good man and invited him and
the professor to the White
House for a beer.

Obama conceded his words
had been ill-chosen, but he
stopped short of a public apol-
ogy. He personally telephoned
both Gates and Sgt. James
Crowley, hoping to end the
rancorous back-and-forth
over what had transpired and
what Obama had said about it.
Trying to lighten the situation,
he even commiserated with
Crowley about reporters on
his lawn.

Hours earlier, a multiracial
group of police officers had
stood with Crowley in Massa-
chusetts and said the presi-
dent should apologize.

It was a measure of Ameri-
ca’s keen sensitivities on mat-
ters of race that the fallout
from a disorderly conduct
charge in Massachusetts —
and the remarks of America’s
first black president about it
— had mushroomed to such an
extent that he felt compelled
to make a surprise appear-
ance in the White House brief-
ing room to try to put the mat-
ter to rest. The blowup had
dominated national attention
just as Obama was trying to
marshal public pressure to get
Congress to push through
health care overhaul legisla-
tion — and as polls showed
growing doubts about his per-
formance.

‘‘This has been ratcheting
up, and I obviously helped to
contribute ratcheting it up,’’
Obama said of the racial con-
troversy. ‘‘I want to make
clear that in my choice of
words, I think I unfortunately
gave an impression that I was
maligning the Cambridge Po-
lice Department and Sgt.
Crowley specifically. And I
could’ve calibrated those
words differently.’’

The president did not back
down from his contention that
police had overreacted by ar-
resting the Harvard professor
in Cambridge, Mass., for dis-
orderly conduct after coming
to his home to investigate a
possible break-in. He added,
though, that he thought Gates,
too, had overreacted to the po-
lice who questioned him. The
charge has been dropped.

Obama stirred up a hornet’s
nest when he said at a prime-
time news conference that
Cambridge police had ‘‘acted
stupidly’’ by arresting Gates,
a friend of the president’s.
Still, Obama said Friday he
didn’t regret stepping into the
controversy and hoped the
matter would end up being a
‘‘teachable moment’’ for the
nation.

‘‘The fact that this has gar-
nered so much attention, I
think, is testimony to the fact
that these are issues that are
still very sensitive here in
America,’’ Obama said.

Obama wryly took note of
the distraction from his legis-
lative efforts.

‘‘I don’t know if you’ve no-
ticed, but nobody’s been pay-
ing much attention to health
care,’’ the president said.

Obama, who has come un-
der intense criticism from po-
lice organizations, said he had
called Crowley to clear the air,
and said the conversation con-
firmed his belief that the ser-
geant is an ‘‘outstanding police
officer and a good man.’’

White House press secre-
tary Robert Gibbs refused to
say whether Obama had apol-
ogized to Crowley. Asked re-
peatedly about that, Gibbs
said if Obama ‘‘doesn’t want to
characterize’’ his remarks to
Crowley, ‘‘I’m not going to get
ahead of him.’’

U.S. laws against ‘disorderly conduct’ give authorities wide latitude
Washington
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

For some defense lawyers, the
arrest of Harvard University
professor Henry Louis Gates
Jr. was less about racial pro-
filing than about how people
can be arrested simply for
speaking angry words to a po-
lice officer.

The laws against ‘‘disorder-
ly conduct’’ give police wide
power to arrest people who are
said to be disturbing the peace
or disrupting the neighbor-
hood. Courts have said the ‘‘dis-
orderly acts or language’’ must
take place in public where oth-
ers can be disturbed.

It is probably not a crime of
disorderly conduct for a home-
owner, standing in his own
kitchen, to speak abusively to
a police officer.

According to his police re-
port, Sgt. James Crowley said
the professor was ‘‘yelling
very loud’’ and ‘‘accusing me
of being a racist.’’

Complaining that the
‘‘acoustics of the kitchen’’
made it difficult to communi-
cate, the officer said he ‘‘told
Gates that I would speak with
him outside.’’ Once on the
front porch, the officer arrest-
ed Gates for being loud and
abusive in the presence of sev-
eral neighbors who had gath-

ered on the sidewalk.
‘‘You might think that in the

United States, you have a right
to state an opinion, even an of-
fensive opinion. But prosecu-
tors like to say you don’t have
a right to mouth off to the po-
lice,’’ said Samuel Goldberg, a
criminal defense lawyer in
Boston. ‘‘Gates was saying
‘You are hassling me because
I’m black.’ I understand how
that’s offensive to a police offi-
cer. It’s astounding to me to
call it criminal.’’

Matt Cameron, a criminal
defense lawyer in East Bos-
ton, said the state’s law
against ‘‘disorderly conduct’’
dates back to the 1600s.

‘‘It’s a creaky, archaic law,’’
he said.

The law refers to ‘‘common
night walkers’’ and ‘‘common
railers and brawlers’’ — among
others — whose ‘‘offensive and
disorderly acts or language’’
cause a public disturbance.

‘‘It’s a handy tool for the po-
lice because it is so broad and
confusing,’’ Cameron added.

Police officers can arrest
people, even in their own
homes, for accosting them, in-
terfering with an investigation
or resisting a lawful arrest.

‘‘I would say it is not consti-
tutional to arrest someone in
his home just for being loud
and abusive to a police offi-

cer,’’ said Boston University
law professor Tracey Maclin.
‘‘That’s why the cop asked him
to come outside, where he
could be arrested for being
disorderly in public.’’

The U.S. Supreme Court in
1972 threw out most of the anti-
vagrancy laws on the books be-
cause they gave police officers
an open-ended power to arrest
people for loitering in public.

‘‘With the vagrancy laws,
you could be busted for looking
suspicious,’’ said Stanford
University law professor Rob-
ert Weisberg.

The laws against ‘‘disorder-
ly conduct’’ have similarities,
he said. ‘‘They allow the police

to say things were becoming
disorderly and threatening a
serious disruption.’’

Most lawyers who looked at
the reported details of the inci-
dent say both men could have
easily avoided a confrontation.
Crowley, after learning that
Gates was the homeowner and
not an intruder, could have left
and ignored the abuse.

For his part, Gates contin-
ued to loudly berate Crowley
as he was leaving the house,
according the police report.

Gates was arrested, accord-
ing to the police report, be-
cause of ‘‘his continued tumul-
tuous behavior outside the res-
idence, in view of the public.’’

Oops: U.S. President Barack
Obama says Friday that he
should have spoken more
carefully when criticizing the
arrest of black scholar Henry
Louis Gates Jr. REUTERS

Liberia independence day

Back to nature: Bomi (Blue) Lake lies near Tubmanburg in the Bomi Hills northwest of the
Liberian capital Monrovia. Its 100-meter-deep waters spring from a huge pit dug by an iron ore
mining company.

Model intellectual: President Bill Clinton stands with Henry Louis Gates Jr. during the National
Medal of Arts and the National Humanities Medal awards ceremony at the White House in
Washington, D.C., on Nov. 5, 1998. AP

After decades of war, a new Liberia begins to take shape
On July 26, the Republic of Li-
beria celebrates its Indepen-
dence Day.

Liberia, which means ‘‘land
of the free,’’ was founded by
free African-Americans and
freed slaves from the United
States in 1820. An initial group
of 86 immigrants, who came to
be called Americo-Liberians,
first arrived in Liberia and es-
tablished a settlement in
Christopolis, now the capital
Monrovia, which is named af-
ter James Monroe (1758-1831),
the fifth president (1817-25) of
the U.S.

Thousands of freed Ameri-
can slaves and free African-
Americans arrived during the
following years, leading to the
formation of more settlements
and culminating in the decla-
ration of independence of the
Republic of Liberia on July 26,
1847 — 18 years before the 1865
abolition of slavery in the U.S.

The country’s motto says
‘‘The love of liberty brought us
here.’’

Situated on the west coast of
Africa, Liberia is bordered by
Sierra Leone, Guinea, Cote
d’Ivoire and the Atlantic
Ocean, and covers a land area
of some 111,370 sq. km. It has a
population of almost 3.5 mil-

lion.
Liberia is blessed with a

phosphorus-rich soil that sup-
ports the production of various
crops — rice, plantain, taros,
yams, bananas, pineapples,
mangoes, cereals, pepper and
cassava. Rubber, palmetto,
coffee and cocoa are the main
export crops.

Liberia — Africa’s oldest re-
public and the continent’s for-
mer ‘‘Grain Coast’’ — has a
wealth of mineral and natural
resources, however, a de-
cades-long civil war and gov-
ernment mismanagement
destroyed much of the coun-
try’s economy, especially the
infrastructure in and around
Monrovia.

Many businesses fled the
country, taking capital and ex-
pertise with them, but with the
conclusion of fighting and the
installation of a democratical-
ly elected government in 2006,
some have returned.

Richly endowed with wa-
ter, mineral resources, for-
ests and a climate favorable
to agriculture, Liberia had
been a producer and exporter
of basic products — primari-
ly raw timber and rubber.
There is some local manufac-
turing, mainly foreign

owned, but it is small in
scope.

President Ellen Johnson-

Sirleaf, a Harvard-trained
banker and administrator,
has taken steps to reduce cor-

ruption, build support from
international donors and en-
courage private investment.

Embargoes on timber and di-
amond exports have been lift-
ed, opening new sources of
revenue for the government.

The reconstruction of in-
frastructure and the raising
of incomes in the ravaged
economy will largely depend
on generous financial and
technical assistance from do-
nor countries, and foreign in-
vestment in key sectors, such
as infrastructure and power
generation.

One promising source of
economic and social develop-
ment, including infrastruc-
ture, is the tourism sector,
which before the years of con-
flict provided access to a hos-
pitable and fascinating soci-
ety, rich in cultural and artis-
tic traditions that could rival
any in Africa, and a natural
environment famous for its
diverse flora and fauna.

The resources and poten-
tial for all types of travel,
from cultural tourism, heri-
tage tourism and historical
tourism to ecotourism and
recreational tourism, are
present but were sadly ne-
glected during almost two de-
cades of war.

A great deal of time, effort
and investment will be need-

ed before facilities are in
place that will attract visi-
tors in sufficient numbers to
contribute to the balance of

payments, boost employ-
ment and improve transport
systems as the government
hopes.
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