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IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Clinton: ‘No, never’ to White House
Washington  AP, REUTERS

There is apparently no such thing as a simple yes or no when it
comes to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and
questions about another run for the White House.

Clinton, 61, seemed to go further Sunday than she had
previously in shutting the door to another presidential
campaign, following her defeat for the Democratic nomination
last year by former Illinois Sen. Barack Obama.

‘‘Well, you know, I say no, never, you know, not at all. I don’t
know what, what else to say,’’ Clinton said on NBC television’s
‘‘Meet the Press’’ after host David Gregory noted that she left
some wiggle room in an interview last week in Thailand.

But then Gregory followed up by asking, ‘‘Are you saying you
wouldn’t entertain another run?’’

Clinton’s response was less clear: ‘‘I have absolutely no belief
in my mind that that is going to happen, that I have any interest
in it happening. You know, as I said, I, I am so focused on what
I’m doing.’’

Clinton said it was a ‘‘daunting’’ challenge for a woman to run
for president. ‘‘It will take the right woman who can make the
case and win the votes and get elected. I am certainly hoping it
will happen in my lifetime,’’ she told NBC’s ‘‘Meet the Press’’
program.

Mediterranean wildfires battled
Rome AFP-JIJI

Firefighters battled blazes in five countries along the northern
Mediterranean rim Sunday, slowly gaining the upper hand after
an exhausting week that left eight people dead.

Tens of thousands of hectares of countryside have been
devastated mainly in Italy, Spain, France and Greece, with
initial estimates suggesting that the insurance bill may already
run into hundreds of millions of euros.

New fires were sparked Sunday in some of the worst hit areas,
but also in Croatia, with the latest again blamed on arson
following recriminations over criminal fire-starting elsewhere.

On the scorched Italian island of Sardinia, as many as 25,000
hectares have been razed by a flaming inferno fanned by high
temperatures and an extra-strong Mistral, a fast and dry
northerly wind.

Eight die in N.Y. wrong-way crash
Briarcliff Manor N.Y. AP

A family’s minivan going in the wrong direction crashed into two
cars on a suburban parkway Sunday, killing eight people,
including four young cousins and the mother of one of them.

State police investigator Joseph Becerra said the minivan
was traveling southbound in the northbound lanes of the Taconic
State Parkway just north of New York City, when it struck an
SUV and then careened into a third vehicle. The minivan rolled
down an embankment, where it burst into flames.

The woman driving the minivan and four of the five children
inside it were killed, Becerra said. The driver was the mother of
the surviving child, and the other children were her nieces and
her daughter.

Three men from Yonkers in the SUV were killed. Two people
in the third vehicle were hospitalized.

It was the second wrong-way crash on the parkway Sunday,
and police said they don’t know why either driver was going in
the wrong direction or where the drivers entered the parkway.
Five people were injured in an early morning collision between
two vehicles, one of which was headed northbound in the
southbound lanes. That accident occurred about 30 km north of
the later incident.

Over 50 die in Nigeria clashes
BauchiNigeria REUTERS

Muslim rebels attacked Nigerian police stations in two
northeastern states overnight killing at least one fireman, a day
after more than 50 people died in clashes in Bauchi state,
sources said Monday.

The fireman was killed after dozens of militants demanding
the adoption of Islamic Shariah law set a police station ablaze in
Potiskum, Yobe state, early Monday. Four police officers were
also injured, sources said.

In neighboring Borno state, rebels believed to be members of the
small Islamic group Boko Haram attacked a police station in the
state’s capital Maiduguri. It was unclear if there were casualties.

The violence is not connected to unrest in the oil-producing
Niger Delta in the south.

Boko Haram, a local group that wants Shariah to be imposed
throughout Africa’s most populous country, began its string of
attacks in the northeastern city of Bauchi early Sunday in
retaliation for the arrest of their leaders.

More than 50 Nigerians were killed in those clashes,
prompting the Bauchi state governor to impose a night time
curfew for the capital city.

Police arrested more than 100 members after Sunday’s attack
on a Bauchi police station.

‘‘Bauchi has been quiet overnight but the militants have
struck in Yobe and neighboring states,’’ said Garba Abubakar, a
Bauchi police officer.

Afghan candidate survives ambush
KunduzAfghanistan REUTERS

One of Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s vice presidential
running mates in next month’s elections escaped unhurt from an
ambush by Taliban insurgents Sunday, officials said.

Mohammad Qasim Fahim, the former head of an alliance
that toppled the Taliban in 2001, was ambushed on a road in
northern Kunduz Province where he was campaigning on
Karzai’s behalf for the Aug. 20 poll, said senior campaign official
Zalmai Mujadidi.

Kunduz Gov. Mohammad Omar said Fahim was traveling by
road to the adjacent Takhar Province on Sunday afternoon when
his convoy was attacked by insurgents.

Troops, police target Afghan drugs
Kabul AP

U.S. Marines and Afghan forces have found and destroyed
hundreds of tons of poppy seeds, opium and heroin in southern
Afghanistan this month in raids that a top American official said
show the new U.S. counternarcotics strategy of interdiction
rather than crop eradication is working.

U.S. and NATO troops are attacking drug warehouses in
Afghanistan for the first time this year, a new strategy to
counter the country’s booming opium poppy and heroin trade.
NATO defense ministers approved the targeted drug raids late
last year, saying the link between Taliban insurgents and drug
barons was clear.

Marines in Helmand Province working alongside
DEA-mentored Afghan police seized 297 tons of poppy seeds, 35
kg of heroin and 135 kg of opium in raids in mid-July. Some 550 kg
of hashish and 16,000 liters of chemicals used to convert opium to
heroin were also seized.

Bomb-making materials, rocket-propelled grenades and AK-47s
were also seized, underscoring what the U.S. Embassy said was
‘‘the connection between drug trafficking and the insurgency.’’

Common values, goals shape friendship
Juan Carlos Capunay
AMBASSADOR OF PERU

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 188th an-
niversary of the independence
of Peru, it is an
honor to pre-
sent to Their
Imperial Maj-
esties Emperor
Akihito and
Empress Mi-
chiko, and the
government of
Japan the greetings o  f a
friendly government and peo-
ple, which this year share the
110th anniversary of Japanese
migration to Peru and the first
20 years of Peruvian migra-
tion to Japan.

We have recently had the
pleasure to receive in Peru
Their Imperial Highnesses
Prince and Princess Hitachi,
who participated in a number
of commemorative activities.
These social and human ties
are the platform on which bi-
lateral relations develop and
rely. They have contributed to
the generation of an optimal
relationship level between
both nations.

It was a particular highlight
April 13, when Prime Minister
Taro Aso talked on the phone
with Peruvian President Dr.
Alan Garcia and asked him
formally to begin conversa-
tions toward the establish-
ment of an economic partner-
ship agreement. Since then,
there have been two negotia-
tion rounds, in Lima and To-
kyo. EPA crystallization will
frame the following actions
within our future bilateral re-
lations.

This decision was preceded
by the official visit to Peru of
Prime Minister Aso, which co-
incided with the XVI APEC
summit, titled ‘‘A New Com-
mitment to Asia-Pacific De-
velopment,’’ held in Novem-
ber 2008 in Lima. At this meet-
ing, both leaders signed a
Bilateral Treaty on the Pro-

motion, Protection and Liber-
alization of Investment, with
the aim to promote invest-
ments and strengthen eco-
nomic relations between both
countries.

Under this perspective,
‘‘Peru Ten,’’ an exhibit on
commerce and investment
opportunities, as well as on
Peruvian culture, tourism
and gastronomy, organized
by the Peruvian government
and the Japan External
Trade Organization, was
held this February. The
event was opened by Peruvi-
an Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Jose Antonio Garcia Be-
launde and Minister for For-
eign Trade and Tourism Dr.
Mercedes Araoz. Among its
participants were several
Peruvian enterprises as ex-
hibitors and Japanese trade
companies. Seminars on in-
vestment and tourism pro-
motion, among other activi-
ties, were organized as well.

Within this framework, the
second Peru-Japan Econom-
ic Committee Meeting (CE-
PEJA) was also held. Fur-
thermore, the Japanese gov-
ernment  decided to
reactivate the Japan-Peru
Parliamentary Friendship
League in the Diet, with for-
mer Foreign Minister Masa-
hiko Komura as president.

Last April, Peru became
the first Latin American
country to adopt the Japa-
nese-Brazilian digital televi-
sion system. This will enable
new communications devel-
opments in areas yet to be ex-
plored in the country.

On the cultural scene, after
celebrating the first 50 years
of Japanese contributions to
Peruvian archaeology, two
weeks ago the magnificent
exhibition, ‘‘Precursor of the
Inca Empire: The Golden
Capital of Sican,’’ which
flourished in the northern
coastal region of Peru five
centuries before the Inca civ-

ilization, was opened. This
touring exhibition, organized
by the TBS television net-
work, the National Museum
of Nature and Science, and
the Asahi Shimbun, will trav-
el to many cities around Ja-
pan displaying around 200 of
the most representative piec-
es of golden metalwork, tex-
tiles and pottery of the Sican
culture.

The interest among the
Japanese public toward an-
cient Peruvian civilizations,
and in general toward the an-
cient traditions of my coun-
try is an element of addition-
al contact and approach. TV
programs about Peruvian
monuments, landscapes, fes-
tivities and traditions are of-
ten broadcast. Machu Pic-
chu, a marvel of the modern
world, is an archaeological
icon that the vast majority of
Japanese people would like to
visit. The recent nomination
of Caral, the most ancient
city in Latin America, as a
UNESCO World Heritage
site, will turn this area into a
new fascinating site for the
growing number of Japanese
tourists visiting Peru.

Peruvians in Japan have
been working toward new
levels of organization and co-
ordination. Many of the mem-
bers of this community aim to
become economic and com-
mercial actors and produc-
ers in this country within the
framework of the upcoming
EPA. The government of Pe-
ru, through its embassy and
consuls general, supports
these personal initiatives by
organizing seminars, and by
establishing links between
them and the authorities in
Peru.

All these recent approach-
es ratify the ever-increasing
relevance and potential that
represents the relationship
between Peru and Japan.
Bound by the Pacific Ocean,
we hope it turns into a Japa-
nese gateway to South Ameri-
ca. This should be based on

growing infrastructure and
interconnections, a consis-
tent economy, which contin-
ues growing despite the inter-
national economic crisis and
for which growth of 4 percent
in 2009 is forecast, an increas-
ing national and foreign in-
vestment rate, an interna-
tional treaty network that in-
cludes the United States,
China, Canada and Singa-
pore, and ongoing negotia-
tions with Japan, South Ko-
rea, the European Union and
EFTA countries.

In future, focusing on invest-
ments in Peru, this network will
represent almost 50 percent of
global market access.

This new national anniver-
sary provides the opportunity
to observe objectively with
satisfaction and optimism our
excellent bilateral relations
with Japan, with which we
share common values such as
democracy, international se-
curity and peacekeeping,
market economy and environ-
mental protection.

The historic and social ties,
as a common base of this rela-
tionship, and the undeniable
progress achieved in all areas
are a good reason to celebrate

with and thank Japan, an im-
portant international actor
that has welcomed us, and of-
fers us day by day its friend-
ship and cooperation.

Cooperation, exchanges forge close ties
Masahiko Komura
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-PERU

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

As president of the Japan-Peru
Parliamentary Friendship
League, I deliver with great
satisfaction a
special greeting
to the
government
and people of
Peru on their
188th National
Day
anniversary.

Last February, on the
occasion of the official visit of
Peruvian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Jose Antonio Garcia
Belaunde, I had the pleasure to
inform him about the

reactivation of the Japan-Peru
Parliamentary Friendship
League and its functions. This
plural entity contributes, in a
relevant way, to the main
objectives of our bilateral
agenda, particularly those
related to economic and
commercial exchanges by
means of economic
partnership agreement
negotiations, and the adoption
of measures toward
consolidation of the bonds
forged between our countries
and peoples.

I would like to highlight that
the excellent bilateral
relationship between Peru and
Japan was promoted to a huge
extent by Peruvian President
Alan Garcia’s official visit to

Japan in March 2008. At that
time, I was minister of foreign
affairs, and I could directly
assess the deep coincidences
both countries share over the
promotion strategy for growth
and development, including the
important coordination and
approaches within APEC, and in
general, our joint action in facing
major global issues.

It is my wish that these
significant guidelines, together
with the close contacts among
our peoples during the 135
years of diplomatic relations,
and the permanent mutual
interests on history, culture and
traditions shall deepen and
strengthen even more our
bonds and cooperation into the
future.

Working to expand trade, investment opportunities
Shimpei Miyamura
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-PERU BUSINESS

COMMITTEE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Peru
Business Committee, I wish to
extend my
heartfelt con-
gratulations to
the people of
the Republic of
Peru on the oc-
casion of the
188th anniver-
sary of their In-
dependence Day.

In 1973, Peru became the
first country in Latin America
to establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Japan. This year,
we also celebrate the 110th an-
niversary of the first instance
of Japanese immigration to
Peru in 1899. These significant
events have allowed both
countries to enjoy a long and
friendly relationship.

Despite the global economic
crisis that began last year, Pe-
ru has achieved astounding

economic growth of 9.8 per-
cent per annum, thanks to its
abundant natural resources
and exceptional market poten-
tial. It continues to maintain
its status as one of the world’s
best investment opportuni-
ties. I would also like to ex-
press my appreciation for the
strong leadership of President
Alan Garcia and the support of
the citizens of Peru during the
APEC summit in Lima last
November. The summit con-
cluded with many accomplish-
ments and has deepened mu-
tual trust between the partici-
pating countries.

The Japan-Peru Business
Committee was set up in 1993
to encourage a friendly work-
ing relationship, and to pro-
mote trade and investment be-
tween the two countries. After
a lull in activities, President
Garcia made a firm commit-
ment to Peru’s relationship
with Japan and supported the
committee’s resumption of ac-
tivities in October 2007, when I

was fortunate enough to be ap-
pointed chairman. In March
last year, we welcomed key
Peruvian members of the
committee to Japan for our
seventh joint meeting in To-
kyo.

As a result of the meeting,
a joint statement was re-
leased that encouraged sus-
t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t
through vigorous invest-
ments in a variety of busi-
nesses, including those relat-
ed to resources, manufactur-
ing and fishing, etc. The
statement called for the early
conclusion of a bilateral in-
vestment treaty between the
two countries. Shortly after
this statement was released,
thanks to the great efforts of
both governments, a BIT was
promptly signed during the
APEC summit and is sched-
uled to be promulgated in the
near future. The Subcommit-
tee on Improvement of the In-
vestment Environment de-
scribed in the BIT will repre-

sent the governments and in-
dustries of Japan and Peru,
and it will also address busi-
ness practice issues related
to investment in both coun-
tries.

This February, we held the
eighth joint meeting of the Ja-
pan-Peru Business Commit-
tee in conjunction with the
‘‘Peru Ten’’ exhibition in To-
kyo. A strong statement was
issued to facilitate the conclu-
sion of an agreement between
Japan and Peru for an eco-
nomic partnership agreement
as the next step in increasing
trade activities. Negotiations
on the EPA began in May.

The committee hopes to
take this opportunity to deep-
en economic relations be-
tween Japan and Peru with
the goal of working toward the
greater prosperity of both
countries. The Japan-Peru
Business Committee will con-
tinue to further the growth of
economic relations and work
for a prosperous future.

Trade talks: Two rounds of negotiations have taken place
since Peruvian President Alan Garcia and Prime Minister Taro
Aso agreed in April to begin discussions on an economic
partnership agreement. EMBASSY OF PERU
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