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Budgets slashed after defying Venezuelan leader

Chavez foes facing
death by 1,000 cuts
Chris Kraul
Caracas
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

Politics has become an espe-
cially rough contact sport for
Venezuelan state and local of-
ficials who oppose President
Hugo Chavez.

Several governors and
mayors who beat the fiery so-
cialist leader’s chosen candi-
dates in November 2008 elec-
tions say Chavez has hijacked
many of their resources and
prerogatives. Now, proposed
legislation that would give the
president power to squeeze
minority parties and arbi-
trarily redraw legislative dis-
tricts has set off additional
alarms.

Gov. Henrique Capriles,
who defeated a close Chavez
associate in elections in Mi-
randa state, said Thursday
that by not sharing federal
revenue, Chavez had cut his
state’s income by 40 percent.
He said Chavez had also taken
over state-controlled entities,
including ports, airports, a
hospital and an asphalt plant,
and appropriated 3,000 fire-
arms from the state police.

‘‘Chavez’s worst fear is that
my government proves to be
more efficient than his,’’ said
Capriles, whose former oppo-
nent, Diosdado Cabello, is now
a Chavez Cabinet minister.

On Wednesday, 90 residents
of the town of Curiepe, in Mi-
randa, demonstrated in front
of Miraflores Presidential
Palace in Caracas to protest
the forced ejection last week
of state police from their town
hall by the National Guard.
Most of the demonstrators de-
scribed themselves as Chavez
supporters.

‘‘We didn’t want to lose the
state police because they are
well respected and they help
with social problems and drive
our sick to the hospital. We
don’t know what we’re getting
in their place,’’ said demonstra-
tor Angelica Gerdler, a social
worker in the town 160 km east
of Caracas, the capital.

Caracas Mayor Antonio
Ledezma and two state gover-
nors, all of whom also beat
Chavista candidates last year,
returned this week from the
Organization of American
States in Washington where
they demanded an investiga-
tion of what they called Cha-
vez’s antidemocratic actions.

Ledezma has seen his office
stripped of its budget and most

of its powers through the for-
mation of a Chavez-controlled
‘‘capital district.’’ Armed Cha-
vez supporters occupied city
hall in January as authorities
stood by, forcing Ledezma’s
government to seek space in a
downtown office building.

‘‘We were elected by a vote
of the people, but our difficul-
ties show how far revenge can
be taken,’’ Ledezma said
Thursday.

The mayor said OAS Secre-
tary General Jose Miguel In-
sulza ‘‘has to choose between
looking out for his job or de-
mocracy.’’

The governors who joined
him in Washington were Cesar

Perez Vivas of Tachira state
and Pablo Perez of Zulia state.

In a July 14 speech, Chavez
described the governors as
‘‘enemies of the people’’ and
threatened to prosecute them
for allegedly raising paramili-
tary armies. He said Perez Vi-
vas could face treason
charges.

Manuel Rosales, the mayor
of Maracaibo who challenged
Chavez in 2006 elections, fled
the country and took political
asylum in Peru in April after
Chavez issued an arrest war-
rant on corruption charges.
This week, Chavez expropriat-
ed Rosales’ 365-hectare ranch.

The Chavez-controlled Na-
tional Assembly is considering

election legislation that would
restrict the representation of
party coalitions, a measure
that would favor Chavez’s
PSUV party. The opposition is
splintered into several parties.

The measure, which was
passed during an initial as-
sembly reading in May, would
also give the Chavez-con-
trolled National Electoral
Commission the power to arbi-
trarily redraw districts just
before legislative elections
scheduled for next year.

‘‘The worrisome feature is
the discretionary power it
gives to the commission to re-
define districts at any time
just days before the election,’’
said Juan Nagel, author of a
study published last month in
AnalysisVenezuela, a Cara-
cas-based newsletter.

Francisco Monaldi, a visit-
ing professor at Stanford Uni-
versity, said the legislation ap-
pears unconstitutional in the
way it could reduce minority
representation in the National
Assembly unless opposition
parties unite.

‘‘The constitutions of 1961
and 1999 state that the electoral
system has to be proportional.
The reform proposed makes it
clearly not proportional and
makes gerrymandering — de-
signing of electoral districts to
maximize your seats — very
easy,’’ Monaldi said.

Caracas pollster Alfredo
Keller says the proposals
could be a response to public
opinion, which he says is sour-
ing on Chavez’s moves to ab-
sorb local powers. Keller says
his research indicates that
Chavez would lose control of
the National Assembly if elec-
tions were held today.

Media hoopla over White House ‘beer summit’ falls flat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

creative, the summiteers
could have used their time in
the White House beer garden
to promote some small Ameri-
can brews. Gates could have
requested a San Quentin’s
Breakout Stout from Marin
Brewing, Crowley could have
sampled an Instigator Doppel-
bock from Pennsylvania’s Sly
Fox Brewhouse. And the pres-
ident clearly should have cho-
sen Ale to the Chief from Colo-
rado’s Avery Brewing.

But it’s not too late for Oba-
ma to use his — and the me-
dia’s — new interest in beer
diplomacy to solve other
problems.

For example, he could call
in some of his foes in Congress
for a round. Sen. John Ensign
would be served Horny Devil,
a California brew, while South
Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford
might enjoy a XXX Porter
from Goose Island, Ill.

Sen. Jeff Sessions of Ala-
bama could talk about judicial

nominees with the president
over a bottle of Dixie, while
Sen. John Cornyn of Texas
could discuss immigration
over some Hell on the Border
Porter. Republican Chairman
Michael Steele would undoubt-
edly favor Total Disorder Por-
ter, from Wyoming.

Obama had initially invited
Crowley over for a beer to
make up for saying the police
had acted ‘‘stupidly’’ in arrest-
ing an unruly Gates after he
broke into his own home in

Cambridge. But he didn’t calcu-
late just how intoxicated the
media would be with the idea.
On Monday, White House press
secretary Robert Gibbs found
himself briefing reporters that
Obama would drink Budweis-
er. On Air Force One on
Wednesday, Gibbs offered a
beer clarification: ‘‘The presi-
dent will drink Bud Light.’’

Obama, recognizing too late
that he had set off a media Ok-
toberfest, tried to calm things
down Thursday afternoon.

‘‘I’m, I have to say, fascinated
with the fascination about this
evening,’’ he said. ‘‘I noticed
this has been called the beer
summit. It’s a clever term, but
this is not a summit, guys; this
is three folks having a drink.’’

In the briefing room on
Thursday, Gibbs was asked
what ‘‘you hope you will have
accomplished’’ by the over-
covered gathering.

‘‘No more questions about
what kind of beer they’re go-
ing to drink,’’ Gibbs replied.

New economic pact a natural step in burgeoning relationship
Paul Fivat
AMBASSADOR OF SWITZERLAND TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

Switzerland and Japan have
enjoyed excellent relations for
well over a century and I am
delighted that
our relation-
ship has taken a
further impor-
tant step this
year.

While the
first Swiss
probably set
foot on Japanese soil in the
17th century and another visit-
ed in the early 18th, it is at the
very end of the Edo Period
that the relationship between
Switzerland and Japan really
began. At that time, Switzer-
land was in a phase of feverish
industrial development and
was a large exporter of watch-
es.

It is no surprise, therefore,
that the first Swiss to establish
lasting ties with Japan were
watchmakers in search of
overseas markets. The first is
Francois Perregaux, who
landed in Yokohama in 1860,
under French consular protec-
tion, to lead a watch importing
business. This unofficial Swiss
presence was obviously suc-
cessful as Perregaux re-

mained in Japan until the end
of his life and the brand he rep-
resented is present here to this
day.

The official relationship be-
tween our two countries also
has its origins in the Swiss
watch industry. It was upon
the initiative of the ‘‘Union
horloge `re (Watchmaker’s
Union)’’ that the Swiss govern-
ment decided to dispatch an
official mission to Japan, a
mission that was to be headed
by the president of the union,
Aime ´ Humbert of Neucha ˆtel.
Humbert and his delegation,
made up of young business-
men upon whom an official ca-
pacity had been bestowed, ar-
rived in Japan in 1863 and be-
gan negotiations for a
commercial treaty with Ja-
pan.

The political situation in Ja-
pan was, however, not condu-
cive to negotiations, and Hum-
bert had to wait for several
months, a period he put to
practical use by traveling,
taking notes and making
sketches, which he later com-
piled into his gorgeous ‘‘Le Ja-
pon illustré (Illustrated Ja-
pan),’’ two remarkable tomes
of descriptions and pictures of
late Edo Japan.

Humbert did finally man-

age to open successful negoti-
ations with the shogunate, and
the Treaty of Amity and Com-
merce between Switzerland
and Japan was signed in Feb-
ruary 1864, the 10th such trea-
ty concluded by Japan, but the
first with a landlocked coun-
try. Our relations of friendship
and commerce have thus con-
tinued for 145 years.

The treaty of 1864 was re-
vised a first time in 1896 to re-
flect the changes that had oc-
curred in Japan’s international
situation since the Meiji Resto-
ration and the Japanese victory
against Qing China. Another re-
vision took place in 1911, and
this third commercial treaty
between Switzerland and Ja-
pan remained the bedrock of
our friendly relations for the
rest of the 20th century, a re-
markably long time.

Japan and Switzerland are
strong exporting nations, and
maintaining free markets is es-
sential for both of them. It thus
does not come as a surprise that
both place considerable impor-
tance on the multilateral ap-
proach to trade and economic
relations, actively participat-
ing in the OECD and the
GATT/WTO, and that their
trade and investment relations
have largely taken place under

multilateral rules in recent
years. Nevertheless, the devel-
opment of international t r a d e
relations, and the increasing
network of bilateral and region-
al trade arrangements created
the need to bring the bilateral
framework between Switzer-
land and Japan up to date.

After a period of exploratory
contacts, the two governments
decided to go ahead with what
was to become the most impor-
tant bilateral convention be-
tween the two countries since
1911: In January 2007, Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and Mi-
cheline Calmy-Rey, president
of the Swiss Confederation,
launched negotiations for an
Agreement of Free Trade and
Economic Partnership be-
tween Japan and Switzerland.
The JSFTEPA, as it is known
by its acronym, was signed this
February by Vice President
and Minister of Economy Doris
Leuthard and Foreign Minister
Hirofumi Nakasone.

The agreement will take ef-
fect Sept. 1. This is the first time
that Japan has signed an agree-
ment of this kind with a highly
industrialized country, and it is
the first such agreement be-
tween Japan and a European
nation.

The agreement binds the

benefits achieved and the com-
mitments undertaken between
the two countries under exist-
ing multilateral rules, and
takes them further, taking into
account the converging mutual
interests, and the quality of the
relationship between the politi-
cal and regulatory authorities
of the two countries.

I think I can say that the
agreement has broken new
ground and constitutes, for both
nations, a very valuable experi-
ence for future negotiations
with other partners. The agree-
ment creates the conditions and
bodies for a permanent dia-
logue with the participation of
the business community to dis-
cuss any trade and investment
issues, and to identify new op-
portunities for liberalization. It
also introduces new options re-
lating to the movement of peo-
ple and facilitates cross-border
investment, protects intellectu-
al property, and provides a
framework for the effective en-
forcement of competition laws.
As such, it contributes to creat-
ing an ever more favorable cli-
mate for direct investment in
both directions.

It is my sincere hope that it
will contribute to increased
Japanese investment in Swit-
zerland, which, due to its close

geographical, economic and lo-
gistic integration in the heart of
Europe, is an ideal location for
access to the European Union
market while maintaining the
flexibility to offer favorable
conditions to foreign invest-
ment.

In order to highlight the en-
try into force of the JSFTEPA,
Vice President Leuthard will
visit Japan this October, ac-
companied by an important
business delegation from
‘‘economiesuisse,’’ Switzer-
land’s overall economic federa-
tion, including leaders of Swit-
zerland’s top companies. She
will meet government repre-
sentatives and economic lead-
ers in Japan, and visit Tokyo as
well as the Kansai region.

She will also participate i  n a
business symposium, which
will discuss the relationship be-
tween the two countries, and
touch upon topics such as t h e
health and welfare industry,
technology as well as the com-
petitive power of the two coun-
tries in the international mar-
ket. Finance, investment, ecol-
ogy, research and technology,
and sustainable development
are other topics to be covered,
all issues of mutual interest to
our countries, economies and
societies.

It is a particular honor for
me to be able to represent my
country in Japan during this
important year, and it is with
the pride and satisfaction

gained through this common
achievement that I greet the
readers of The Japan Times on
this Aug. 1, Switzerland’s Na-
tional Day.

U.S. commander
seeks to revamp
Afghan strategy
Rajiv Chandrasekaran
Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

The top U.S. commander in
Afghanistan is preparing a
new strategy that calls for ma-
jor changes in the way U.S.
and other NATO troops there
operate, a vast increase in the
size of Afghan security forces
and an intensified military ef-
fort to root out corruption
among local government offi-
cials, according to several
people familiar with the con-
tents of an assessment report
that outlines his approach to
the war.

Gen. Stanley McChrystal,
who took charge of U.S. and
NATO forces in Afghanistan
last month, appears inclined
to request an increase in
American troops to imple-
ment the new strategy, which
aims to use more unconven-
tional methods to combat the
growing Taliban insurgency,
according to members of an
advisory group he convened to
work on the assessment.

Senior military officials said
McChrystal is waiting for a rec-
ommendation from a team o f
military planners in Kabul be-
fore reaching a final decision on
a troop request. Several mem-
bers of the advisory group, who
spoke about the issue of force
levels on the condition of ano-
nymity, said that they think
more U.S. troops are needed
but that it was not clear how
large of an increase McChrys-
tal would seek.

A request for more U.S.
troops in Afghanistan could
pose a political challenge for
Obama. Some leading con-
gressional Democrats have
voiced skepticism about sus-
taining current force levels,
set to reach 68,000 by the fall.

After approving an extra
21,000 troops in the spring,
Obama himself questioned
whether ‘‘piling on more and
more troops’’ would lead to
success, and his national secu-
rity adviser, James Jones,
told U.S. military command-
ers in Afghanistan in June that
the administration wants to
hold troop levels flat for now.

One administration official
said some members of Oba-
ma’s national security team
want to see how McChrystal
uses the 21,000 additional
troops before authorizing any
more deployments. ‘‘It’ll be a
tough sell,’’ the official said.

One of the key changes out-
lined in the latest drafts of the
assessment report, which will
be provided to Defense Secre-
tary Robert Gates by mid-Au-
gust, is a shift in the ‘‘opera-
tional culture’’ of U.S. and
NATO forces. Commanders
will be encouraged to increase
contact with Afghans, even if
it means living in less-secure
outposts inside towns and
spending more time on foot pa-
trols instead of in vehicles.

The report calls for intelli-
gence resources to be realigned
to focus more on tribal and so-
cial dynamics so commanders
can identify local power bro-
kers and work with them. Until
recently, the vast majority of
U.S. and NATO intelligence as-
sets had been oriented toward
tracking insurgents.

The changes are aimed at
fulfilling McChrystal’s view
that the primary mission of the
international forces is not to
conduct raids against Taliban
strongholds but to protect civil-
ians and help the Afghan gov-
ernment assume responsibility
for maintaining security. ‘‘The
focus has to be on the people,’’
he said in a recent interview.

Aiming: Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez speaks at the
presidential palace in Caracas on Wednesday. AFP-JIJI

MEDICAL SHORTFALL 

A woman wearing a hospital gown and a fake naked rear end to illustrate America’s health
care shortcomings participates in the ‘‘Medicare Made in America Lobby Day and Rally’’
outside the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. President Barack Obama’s drive for health care
reform suffered another setback on Thursday when the Senate Finance Committee
decided not to vote on a compromise plan before the monthlong August recess. AFP-JIJI

‘We were elected by a
vote of the people, but
our difficulties show
how far revenge can
be taken.’
CARACAS MAYOR ANTONIO LEDEZMA

Switzerland national day
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