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Poems paint a picture of the magical world of Bolivia
Between January and June
2007, the national newspaper
El Diario published the poetry
of Mitsu Miura, in which she
opens the door to the magical
world of Bolivia.

The 18 poems by Miura,
published in Spanish as ‘‘Diez
y Ocho Convidados por el Liró-
foro Boliviano (Eighteen
Guests to the Bolivian ‘Lyrica
Forum’)’’ are observations
and interpretations of some
traditional characteristics of
Bolivia.

Here is a translation of one of
Miura’s poems, which shows
the most attractive and seduc-
tive aspects of Bolivia. We in-
vite you to participate in this
wonderful world.

The ‘Achachila’ Illimani
Someone once said: ‘‘Be-

hind the mountain there is
happiness,’’ also behind the Ill-
imani there is a paradise sur-
rounded by fruit trees, green
foliage and clear waters. Is it
true? The majestic Illimani
takes care of La Paz City. The
mountain always wears a lit-
tle white hat and if you look at
him from the front, he looks
like a ‘‘cholita’’ with a ‘‘llami-
ta’’ next to her. The Illimani
never moves, he always pro-
tects us, but every now and
then he hides, maybe he wants
to keep a secret. What would

La Paz be without the Illima-
ni? It would be like a lamp
without a light or a car without
wheels.

The Illimani has two faces,
one in the morning and one at
night. In the day his white
crown shines, the light makes
the whitest of whites shine; at
night, it’s as if that whiteness
is saying: sleep safe!

As the king of darkness and
silence, making a pact with
the stars and the moon to guar-
antee the calmness of the
night, the air of darkness and
light, the whiteness of the Illi-
mani plays like a child that

swings and enjoys the warm
breeze, due to the fact that La
Paz was born in the ‘‘hoyada.’’
The whole city seems to be on
a rocking chair, lying next to
the skirt of the Illimani, this is
why the nights are so calm and
sleeping takes you through
magic dreams.

During the day, if we are
lucky, the Illimani protects
everyone, that’s why this ma-
jestic mountain never leaves
the city. This bond is so strong,
he takes care of us on his skirt.
The majestic Illimani protects
us and will always protect us;
he will never let anything bad
happen to the city because be-
fore that happens he would
have to disappear. And if our
guardian was not there any-

more, then the city would be in
real danger. This is why La
Paz has that name: ‘‘peace.’’

When the Illimani is com-
pletely or partially covered,
people have the security that
he is there, like a big magnet.
If someone looks in his direc-
tion and does not find him, he
knows that at any moment he
will appear. That is the confi-
dence we all have.

Like a couple in love, they
are not always together be-
cause they have a trust in their
hearts, and the occasional sep-
aration feeds their love and
their trust.

La Paz is the city of the Illi-
mani. Each drop of rain that
falls on the city indicates that
the Illimani was thirsty and

each drop that falls on him will
end his thirst, or is it Mother
Earth that is thirsty? When
Mother Earth is sleepy she
lays her head next to the Illi-
mani to feel his energy and
sleep secure. Mother Earth
gets benefits from the Illima-
ni. Who doesn’t receive bene-
fits from the Illimani, if Moth-
er Earth does? How old is the
Illimani that is protecting the
city and her children? That’s
what the ‘‘Achachila’’ Illimani
is like.
-------------------------------

Article provided by the Embassy
of Bolivia.
---------------------------------------

Niger votes on extending Tandja term
Critics fret referendum could
grant president totalitarian rule
Niamey
AP

------------------------------------------

Bolstered by lucrative new ura-
nium and oil projects, Niger’s
president plowed ahead Tues-
day with a referendum likely to
extend his rule for years past
the constitutional limit and
grant him what critics say are
near-totalitarian powers.

The vote on a new constitution
supported by President Mama-
dou Tandja comes despite oppo-
sition among many who view it
as illegal — from international
donors who could cut crucial aid,
to critics at home who say the Is-
lamic nation’s nascent democra-
cy has been hijacked by a new
African strongman.

‘‘Our country is going back-
ward,’’ lamented Abdul Ra-
zaq, a researcher at Niamey’s
main university, who said he
would not vote. ‘‘This is a pro-
found setback for Niger, for
Africa, for democracy.’’

Opposition leaders had
called for a boycott and turnout
appeared low in the capital.

Though the vote was mostly
peaceful, police in the north-
ern town of Illela, where the
opposition is strong, fired tear
gas at protesters who tried to
stop polling stations from
opening, according to an elec-
toral official in the region,
Harissou Moussa. And in Bir-
nin Gaoure, 100 km east of the
capital, police arrested sever-
al people who tried to disrupt
voting, Interior Minister Al-
bade Abouba said.

Vote counting began late
Tuesday, after the polls closed.
While democracy has flour-
ished in some nations such as
Ghana, the crisis in Niger and
coups over the past year in
Guinea, Mauritania and Mada-
gascar have increased doubts
the continent has put an era of
authoritarian rule behind it.

After three coups hit Niger

between 1974 and 1999, Tandja
twice won votes deemed fair.
But in the waning months of
his final term, the bespecta-
cled 71-year-old has gone
down the path of many long-
serving African despots,
breaking a promise he had fre-
quently made to step down
when his term expires Dec. 22.

If approved, the new constitu-
tion will enable Tandja to stand
for president as many times as
he wants, and grant him three
more years in power before new
elections would be held.

Some fear Tuesday’s refer-
endum may sow instability,
and the timing couldn’t be
worse. A low-level rebellion fi-
nally calmed this year in the
uranium-rich north, where al-
Qaida has crossed into deserts
and kidnapped a handful of
foreigners, including a Cana-
dian later freed who was the
U.N.’s special envoy.

Tandja claims he is only
pushing to stay in power be-
cause his people have de-
manded it. He says they want
him to finish several mam-
moth projects worth billions of

dollars that have begun in re-
cent months, including a hy-
droelectric dam, an oil refin-
ery and what will be the larg-
est uranium mine in Africa.

The projects — financed by
China, France and Arab na-
tions — are far more valuable
than donor aid, which neverthe-
less accounts for more than half
Niger’s budget. The EU, which
had pledged $643 million
through 2013 and already has
cut assistance by $9 million, has
warned Tandja’s actions ‘‘could
have serious and direct conse-
quences’’ for cooperation.

Tandja’s critics allege he
wants to stay on so his family
and clan can benefit from the
influx of wealth.

After dropping his ballot into
a clear plastic ballot box, Tand-
ja told reporters: ‘‘Our objec-
tive has been attained. We an-
swered the call of the people.’’

As he spoke, police and
paramilitary troops in dark
camouflage fatigues blocked
nearby streets with machine-
gun-mounted trucks.

‘‘You have to ask, what peo-
ple are calling for Tandja to

stay? Are they his people, are
they real people?’’ said Khalid
Ikhiri, who heads a local hu-
man rights league. ‘‘Most peo-
ple are frustrated, forgotten,
and not free.’’

Niger is ranked fifth from
last on the U.N.’s worldwide hu-
man development index and
has an astounding 70 percent il-
literacy rate. The nation has
been battered by drought and
desertification. And these days,
it has the world’s highest popu-
lation growth rate.

Nevertheless, Tandja has
plenty of supporters. ‘‘Nobody
else can do what he is doing.
Why shouldn’t he be allowed to
stay?’’ asked retired teacher
Idrissa Assane. ‘‘We’re voting.
People can say no. That’s de-
mocracy, isn’t it?’’

Tandja’s opponents say the
problem is not simply that he
is fighting to stay: It’s that he
has overrun Niger’s demo-
cratic institutions to do it.

Troubles began in late May,
when he dissolved Parliament
because it opposed his plan.
The move was legal, but in
June, he invoked extraordi-

nary powers to rule by decree.
Tandja says he had the right.
The constitution, however,
says he could only do so if the
nation is facing a dire threat,
and Parliament is in place to
monitor abuse.

Days later, the constitution-
al court ruled his referendum
call illegal; Tandja responded
by issuing a decree replacing
the court with another, whose
members he chose.

The new constitution goes
farther, giving Tandja author-
ity to name a third of the mem-
bers of a new senate, and new
powers over press considered
a security threat. It also en-
shrines his power to appoint
constitutional court judges
and greatly weakens the
prime minister, as well as law-
makers, who will lose the pow-
er to impeach him.

‘‘A democracy is supposed
to have checks and balances,’’
said Transparency Interna-
tional’s Niger representative,
Aissata Bagnan Fall. ‘‘What
Niger will have now is a presi-
dent who does all, decides all.
That’s called a dictatorship.’’

Celebratory poetry reading
With the support of the Embassy of Bolivia, the Centro Cultural
Hispano (Hispanic Cultural Center) will hold a poetry reading
featuring ‘‘Diez y Ocho Convidados por el Liró foro Boliviano
(Eighteen Guests to the Bolivian ‘Lyrica Forum’)’’ by Mitsu Miura,
as a celebration event of the 184th anniversary of Bolivian
independence.

As well as the recitation of Miura’s poems in Japanese and
partly in Spanish, there will be a piano recital by Daniel
Kujavec.

The event will be held on Saturday, Aug. 8, from 5 p.m. to 7
p.m., at the Spanish-language school Centro Cultural Este-Oeste
(Tozai Bunka Center), a one-minute walk from Exit 3 of Monzen
Nakacho Station.

For more information, contact (03) 3641-3805.

On the road to economic recovery and development
Carlos Gironda
FIRST SECRETARY, EMBASSY OF THE PLURINATIONAL STATE

OF BOLIVIA IN JAPAN

--------------------------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 184th anniversary of its
independence, the government of the
Plurinational State of Bolivia would like to express
with deep emotion the happiness rooted in our
communities that reach beyond the country’s
borders.

Bolivia is a democratic country that became
independent of Spanish dominion in 1825.
Stretching over 1,098,581 sq. km of central South
America, it is bordered by Argentina, Paraguay,
Peru, Chile and Brazil.

The main economic activities of Bolivia include
agriculture, forestry, mining and natural gas — which
means that it is rich in natural resources. It must be
mentioned that Bolivia has the second-largest natural
gas reserves in South America.

After President Evo Morales took office, he
expressed his commitment to confront today’s

challenges.
In the last few years, our country has become well

known because of the social movements whose
proposals come to be implemented in programs that
help our people. Unfortunately, some of the
implementations have been held back due to the lack
of a solid economy. Before the nationalization of
natural resources by President Morales in 2005, the
Bolivian state received just $300,000 from
hydrocarbon production. After the hydrocarbon law
amendment, Bolivia gets $1.33 million.

There is no doubt that the recovery of natural
resources became a major step on the road to the
financial restoration of our economy and the
preservation of our natural environment. All political
economies should be focused on decreasing the
asymmetrical social differences from country to
country.

The right to self-determination, to live in a
community and live well are some of the essential
factors that we cherish as we work to build a stable
and prosperous Bolivia.

Managing resources for sustainable growth
On Aug. 6, 1825, Bolivia was
born as a free, independent
and sovereign republic. A
freedom and sovereignty that
today we can assume as a
commitment to the people,
with the beginning of a new
era that is engendered by
President Evo Morales.

Bolivia has become a pro-
tagonist of development, sup-
plying the domestic market
and promoting change in the
energy matrix by recovering
hydrocarbon sovereignty. On
May 1, 2006, the state regained
ownership, possession and ab-
solute control of hydrocarbons.
The nationalization generated
higher incomes for the country
($1 billion by 2005, with more
than $2.6 billion expected in
2008), without implementing
‘‘gasolinazos’’ and ‘‘impuesta-
zos,’’ which directly affect the

pockets of the population.
These resources, particu-

larly direct taxes on hydrocar-
bons (IDH), are translated in-
to more money for the prefec-
tures,  municipalit ies,
universities and indigenous
peoples. The additional partic-
ipation of YPFB, the former
state oil company, allows for
further investment in the sec-
tor to meet domestic demand
for hydrocarbons.

The neoliberal govern-
ments left us with 823,256 illit-
erate people aged over 15. In
the period 2006 to 2008, Bolivia
achieved a literacy rate of 87.9
percent (723,233 people). Only
1.7 percent of the population
(100,023 people) is now offi-
cially recognized as illiterate.
Moreover, as of July 4, 2008,
175 municipalities have been
declared free of illiteracy.

The Bono Juancito Pinto
(child benefit) program is
part of the government’s aim
to achieve universal educa-
tion. In 2006, 1,088,271 pupils
were receiving the 200 bolivia-
nos per school year while in
2007, the number rose to
1,328,231. By 2008, approxi-
mately 1,809,995 pupils in first
through eighth grades at ele-
mentary schools throughout
the country are expected to be
benefiting.

In an effort to eradicate cor-
ruption, the Bolivian govern-
ment investigated the minis-
tries of finance, taxation and
defense, and some govern-
ment agencies, and then made
them submit ‘‘internal re-
ports.’’ As a result, Bolivia’s
ranking on the list of 180 coun-
tries ‘‘most prone to political
corruption’’ improved from

178th to 79th in two years — a
sign of the nation’s conspicu-
ous decrease in corruption.

The consolidation process
of decentralization toward au-
tonomy at the departmental,
regional and municipal levels
makes better use of resources,
and benefits the majority.
This, together with the estab-
lishment of governance in
their original indigenous terri-
torial entities, is a process
prompted by the government.
Between 2005 and 2007, the re-
sources are transferred pro-
ceeds from the nationalization
of hydrocarbons. This
strengthens decentralization
because we have nearly tri-
pled the resources available to
prefectures while those for
municipalities have increased
ninefold.

From 1985 to 2005, the aver-

age growth rate was 3 percent.
During the same period, GDP
growth fell from 5.03 percent
to just 0.43 percent. One of the
objectives of government
management is to achieve sus-
tainable growth that over time
creates conditions for devel-
opment. During the first quar-
ter of 2008, GDP grew at a rate
of 6.07 percent, showing a
clear upward trend that will
determine how 2008 will close.

The management of govern-
ment revenues has created for
the first time in 60 years a sur-
plus in state coffers, which is
the result of a policy of austeri-
ty in public administration,
particularly the elimination of
expenses, and generation of
additional revenue through the
hydrocarbon sector, thereby
avoiding measures that affect
the population.

Bolivia independence day

Midnight oil: Poll workers tally votes in a sealed classroom,
following a constitutional referendum in Niamey on Tuesday. AP

Mitsu Miura

Guardian peak: Mount Illimani watches over La Paz City.
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