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Cote d’lvoire independence day

Witnesses
run scared
in Russia
State is often
in league with
mob, offers
little protection

Megan K. Stack
Moscow
LOS ANGELES TIMES

------------------------------------------

Valery Kazakov was almost to
the prosecutor’s office when
the killers caught him. He was
shot as he cut through an alley-
way, and when he stumbled
bleeding into the street a man
bent down to stab the final
breaths out of him.

It was 3 o’clock in the after-
noon, in the heart of the sleepy
town of Pushkino. As far as the
townspeople were concerned, it
was a public execution. Kaza-
kov, a former police officer, was
believed to have been on his way
to testify in the corruption case
against the former mayor.

It has been a year now, and
Kazakov’s widow holds out lit-
tle hope of justice, shrugging
off the idea with weary skepti-
cism. Police recently arrested
the alleged killer, but that is
just a ‘‘technical detail,’’ Ma-
ria Kazakova says. She wants
to know who put the hit on her
husband, who ordered and
paid for it.

‘‘Maybe we’ll find out, if the
killer isn’t killed before he
starts talking.’’ Kazakova
pauses, staring down into her
coffee cup. ‘‘Nothing is clean
in Russia.’’

This is the ‘‘legal nihilism’’
that President Dmitry Med-
vedev has famously decried:
an epidemic of witness tam-
pering that bedevils courts
across the country, little abat-
ed by an Interior Ministry re-
shuffle and the recent creation
of a fledgling witness protec-
tion program.

The dysfunctional nature of
Russia’s legal system is leg-
end — crooked cops and judg-

es; bribery and corruption;
endless corridors and inexpli-
cable verdicts. When Medved-
ev, a career lawyer, made the
wildly ambitious pledge to
mend the cracked wheels of
justice, he set himself a test
that will determine whether
he can have any sway over the
kind of country he leads.

Through the collapse of
communism, the wild swings
of the 1990s and long years of
the oil and gas boom, Russia’s
failure to establish the rule of
law has lingered as one of the
great impediments to develop-
ment. It is a problem that in-
fects the texture of daily life,
running much deeper than
high-profile tragedies such as
the killing of journalist Anna
Politkovskaya and other
Kremlin critics.

When it comes to witness
tampering, the inertia of the
status quo is crushing: Accord-
ing to police statistics, 10 mil-
lion people testify each year in
criminal trials. Half of them
are threatened, police say.

Of those 5 million, just 20,000
are protected, leaving the rest
to fend for themselves against
kidnapping, arson, break-ins,
street attacks and attempts on
their lives. There are no reli-
able statistics detailing how
many come under attack.

‘‘They either don’t inform us
of the danger signals, or t h e y
don’t realize the scope of the
threat,’’ says Col. Oleg Zimin,
head of the Interior Ministry’s
witness protection directorate.

But lawyers and victims’
advocates tell another story.
They say people are often
more frightened of police than
of criminals, and view them,
with justification, as poten-
tially linked to the same gang-
sters issuing threats.

‘‘Citizens correctly believe
that cooperation with law en-
forcement will bring them
nothing but trouble,’’ says Ol-
ga Kostina, a lawyer who
works with witnesses and
crime victims for the Resis-
tance human rights group.

Created in 2006, Russia’s

first witness protection pro-
gram was run by the Interior
Ministry’s organized-crime di-
vision, which hoped to get wit-
nesses to stick to their stories.

At the time, Zimin says,
‘‘Very, very many people were
recanting their testimony dur-
ing the course of investigations.
Some of them changed testimo-
ny right in court. They were
threatened, they were bribed,
they had property destroyed.’’

He bridles at the suggestion
that people are afraid of police,
saying many would-be witness-
es are criminals themselves
and avoid contact with p o l i c e
for that reason. More witnesses
will be protected, he says, as
soon as the public learns more
about his program.

When Medvedev took office
and launched his campaign
against the legal chaos, the or-
ganized-crime division was
broken into two units: a ‘‘divi-
sion to combat extremism’’
and what is now the witness
protection program.

These changes were accom-
panied by a propaganda push.
Eager to drum up confidence in
the witness protection effort,
state news has held up Vera
Bobryakova as a success story.

The short-order cook’s trou-
bles began when gangsters
hired her husband to drive a
car freighted with stolen gold
to the restive province of Ingu-
shetia. On his way south, he
absconded with the cargo,
went into hiding and stopped
answering his phone.

Infuriated, gangsters
stalked the couple’s home, kid-
napped their 2-year-old
daughter, threw a fake gre-
nade through a window and
slit the throats of the family’s
dogs. The child was set free,
but for months she cowered
from men and remained si-
lent, too traumatized to talk,
her mother says.

When the gang hunted down
Bobryakova’s husband, he
called the police and cut a
deal. He agreed that he and his
wife would testify against two
members of the gang, and
they were moved into the wit-
ness protection program.

The Bobryakovs sent their
children to live with her par-
ents, sold their house and took
up residence in a police sta-
tion. The head of the gang was
sentenced to five years. Spot-
ting Bobryakova in the court-
room, he said to her, ‘‘Some

time will pass and I’ll get out,
and we’ll meet again.’’

Once the trial was over, the
Bobryakovs said they re-
ceived a letter informing them
that they’d been dropped from
the witness protection pro-
gram. ‘‘Then we lost all hope of
ever getting our life back,’’
Bobryakova says. ‘‘We real-
ized that the government had
washed its hands of us and
didn’t really want to protect
us.’’

The danger is compounded
because the couple is still ex-
pected to testify in a second
trial. ‘‘They’ll come back soon-
er or later, and they’ll find
me,’’ Bobryakova says of the
gang members. ‘‘They know
where I am. And I know I’ll get
no protection this time.’’

Bobryakova was particu-
larly outraged when Russian
state television featured her
family in a documentary
about Medvedev’s push for
witness protection.

‘‘The program was totally
outrageous,’’ she says. ‘‘The
point of it was that the state
saved us and helped us in ev-
erything, and that it was only
because of the witness pro-
gram that we survived.’’

Russia’s Obama: No, he
can’t, at least not now
Karina Ioffee
Srednyaya Akhtuba Russia
AP

------------------------------------------

An African-born farmer is mak-
ing an improbable run for office
in Russia, inspired by President
Barack Obama and undaunted
by racial attitudes that have
changed little in decades.

Joaquim Crima, a 37-year-
old native of Guinea Bissau
who settled in southern Russia
after earning a degree at a lo-
cal university, is promising to
battle corruption and bring de-
velopment to his district on the
Volga River.

In Russia, a black man run-
ning for office is so unusual
that Crima is being called ‘‘the
Russian Obama.’’

‘‘I like Obama as a person and
as a politician because he
proved to the world what every-
one thought was impossible. I
think I can learn some things
from him,’’ Crima said, sitting
on his veranda in this town of
11,000, where he lives with his
wife, Anait, their 10-year-old son
and an extended clan of ethnic
Armenian relatives.

In truth, Crima’s quest to be
elected head of the Srednyaya
Akhtuba district in October is
highly unlikely to be successful,
not least because he lacks the
political capital and connec-
tions to make it happen. He fac-
es the reality of being a black
man in Russia, a country where
racism and racial stereotypes
are deeply ingrained.

‘‘They are often taunted on the
metro and in the market,’ ’’ said
Lydia Troncale of the Moscow
Protestant Chaplaincy, a non-
profit organization that works
with African immigrants.

Crima gets along well with
his fellow townspeople, but to
play it safe he is accompanied
almost everywhere by his
muscular brother-in-law.

Last December, a black
American exchange student
was stabbed in Volgograd, the
nearest large city, in what was
believed to be a racially moti-
vated attack.

Crima, who came to Russia
in 1989 and holds a degree from
Volgograd State Pedagogical
University, believes he has
what it takes to fix problems in
his district, where some resi-
dents still lack potable water
and use outhouses. Unpaved

streets, where goats graze, turn
to mud after a rain.

‘‘The current district head
has been in power for 10 years,
but he hasn’t done anything for
people here,’’ said Crima.
‘‘There are young families that
need housing, who need oppor-
tunities. This town and Russia
are ready for a change.’’

Crima wanted to come to the
Soviet Union because it support-
ed his West African homeland
when it gained independence in
1974. He describes Russia a  s a
‘‘great power’’ and admires
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin.
He married a local woman,
learned to speak fluent Russian
and earned his citizenship.

But for many of Crima’s
neighbors, that’s not enough.

‘‘He hasn’t lived all of our is-
sues and he didn’t grow up
around us; he’s not a ‘kolkhoz-
nik,’ ’’ said produce vendor
Vladimir Kachenko, using the
term for people who work on
collective farms. ‘‘If I need
help building a house, he can’t
help me get the required per-
mits because he hasn’t gone
through it himself.’’

Still, many admire Crima’s
audacity. ‘‘I haven’t heard his
platform, but he’s a nice per-
son,’’ said Dennis Duma, 27. ‘‘I
would change my party affilia-
tion for him.’’

Privately, however, some
laugh at what they see as Cri-
ma’s naivete. A department

store saleswoman who refused
to give her name said she would
not vote for him because she
doesn’t want to ‘‘live in Africa.’’
Another said she would not vote
for a black person.

In Russia, such baldly rac-
ist sentiments are common.
Crima himself put up bill-
boards that read: ‘‘I will toil
like a Negro’’ — a phrase Rus-
sians use to mean they will
work hard. The billboards
were up for only a couple of
days before being replaced by
ads for the main pro-Kremlin
party’s candidate, Yuri
Khrustov, a former teacher.

Crima is a member of Rus-
sia’s main party, United Russia,
but is running in the Oct. 11 elec-
tion as an independent. There
are five other candidates.

His candidacy is part of a
standard tactic in Russia used
to draw the protest vote and al-
low people to vent frustration
while posing no threat to the
government’s favored candi-
date, said Anna Stepnova, edi-
tor of Delovoye Povolzhye, a
newspaper in Volgograd.

Crima’s campaign manag-
er, Vladimir Kritsky, ac-
knowledged that a victory for
his client was close to impossi-
ble, but said the Kremlin has
promised Crima a seat on the
district council in 2011.

‘‘He will be able to do a lot of
good for the region,’’ said Krit-
sky, a former army command-
er. ‘‘He’s a very smart guy, he
speaks five languages. . .  . This is
an experiment that the Kremlin
will be interested in supporting.’’

There is deep dissatisfaction
with the current head of the
Srednyaya Akhtuba district,
who locals say sold a lot of land to
out-of-towners while purchasing
a large villa and a plane for him-
self. The incumbent is not run-
ning for re-election.

Despite that, many in Sred-
nyaya Akhtuba see no point in
voting in elections they say
are already predetermined.

‘‘I’ve lost hope in our system
and our people,’’ said Taisya
Kirilova, 64. ‘‘He can want to
change things, but alone, he
can’t accomplish anything.’’

Crima shrugs off voters’
cynicism.

‘‘If local residents want a
change, they need to vote for
it,’’ Crima said. ‘‘Plus, I like
surprising people.’’

Recovery brings republic back to peace, stability path
Boa Liliane Marie Laure
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY

AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE REPUBLIC

OF CÔ TE D’IVOIRE TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 49th an-
niversary of the independence
of Cô te d’Ivoire, I would like to
present on be-
half of H.E.
Laurent Gbag-
bo, president of
the Republic of
C ôte d’Ivoire,
the govern-
ment, the Ivor-
ian people and
on my own behalf, warm and
respectful greetings to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
the Imperial family, as well as
Prime Minister Taro Aso, the
government and people of Ja-
pan.

In my capacity as ambassa-
dor of the Republic of C ôte
d’Ivoire to Japan, it is a great
privilege to take advantage of
my address to the esteemed
readers of The Japan Times
and all our partners in Japan
to look into the political and so-
cioeconomic situation of C ôte
d’Ivoire in the light of the ma-
jor events of the year.

C ôte d’Ivoire has been af-
fected by a political crisis that
started in September 2002.
Hopefully, under the Ouaga-
dougou political agreement
signed March 4, 2007, the coun-
try is recovering steadily, and
getting back on track for
peace and stability.

Thanks to this improving
situation, Cô te d’Ivoire can
commit itself to achieving its
goal of poverty alleviation and

human security.
In this regard, the country

can rely on its prosperous ag-
ricultural sector, which re-
mains the pivotal foundation
of its development. It is there-
fore important to mention that
agriculture provides about 70
percent of the country’s export
revenue, which is led by dou-
ble-digit cocoa-coffee, cotton,
rubber and cashew nuts. For
example, Cô te d’Ivoire, with
330,000 tons in 2008, has be-
come the second-largest pro-
ducer of cashew nuts in the
world. Cô te d’Ivoire also has
good harvests of bananas and
pineapples, even though it fac-
es competition from other
countries.

Although the processing
rates of these various products
remain low, the recent invest-
ment incentives will allow, es-
pecially for cocoa, an average
processing rate close to 50 per-
cent in the near future. Thus it
is important to mention that
the Centre National de Recher-
che Agronomique (CNRA),
through its technological re-
search station, has developed a
range of excellent-quality li-
quors named ‘‘Cordial’’ com-
posed of coffee liquor, cocoa li-
quor and ginger liquor. Sam-
ples of these products,
exhibited during the African
Festa 2008 and 2009 in Yokoha-
ma, were really appreciated
by Japanese visitors.

Besides the export crops,
C ôte d’Ivoire is self-sufficient
in yams, cassava and plan-
tains, and will be in rice, soon.

Co ˆte d’Ivoire has important
potential in mining and ener-
gy. Two gold mines are under

exploitation and several ex-
ploration works undertaken
for many years have led to the
discovery of a lot of mineral
deposits (iron, copper, nickel,
manganese, bauxite) and in-
dustrial materials (dimension
stones, clay for bricks, glass
sand).

Natural gas potential is also
important and the country is
likely to increase its crude oil
production, especially with
the Baobab wells, which have
huge reserves that could push
the country to becoming a ma-
jor producer.

Moreover, the country has
very good economic infra-
structure, including an impor-
tant road and rail network that
allows rapid links between the
main cities of the country, and
facilitates the supply of goods
to neighboring countries. Two
international airports, partic-
ularly Abidjan airport, which
are served by several interna-
tional airlines, offer more
than 200 flights a week.

C ôte d’Ivoire has also two
modern international harbors
(Abidjan and San Pedro),
which are used as transit ports
by some landlocked countries.
The Abidjan Port Authority is
progressively imposing itself
not only as the first tuna port
in Africa but also as the first
transit and transshipment
port in the subregion; com-
modities traffic at the Abidjan
Port Authority increased by 11
percent in the first half of this
year.

C ôte d’Ivoire’s location, its
economic infrastructure and
its attractive investment poli-
cy make it a good place to in-

vest in West Africa. I would
like to emphasize in this re-
gard that the Investment
Code, issued in 1995, is intend-
ed to be more open in terms of
the incentives it offers, trans-
parent and accessible.

Indeed, numerous invest-
ment opportunities exist in the
country for private business in
the framework of the transfer
of the capital city to Yamous-
soukro, the building of a free
zone of communication tech-
nologies in Grand-Bassam, as
well as in infrastructure pro-
jects such as the Abidjan-
Grand-Bassam Expressway,
Abidjan urban rail system,
Abidjan Olympic complex, re-
gional wholesale markets,
public parking lots in Abidjan,
the household garbage treat-
ment center unit in Abidjan,
bridges and road networks,
and the San-Pedro-Mont Nim-
ba railway, etc.

There are many other pro-
jects in the mining sector, in-
cluding the construction of a
mining and steel industry for
the Monogaga-Victory iron
ore deposits, the exploitation
of the Parc-Sou gold deposit,
the construction of a gold and
precious metals refining unit,
the creation of a diamond
stock market in Abidjan, and
the exploitation of the Mont
Klahoyo iron ore deposit and
the Fê tê kro gold deposit.

In the oil sector, a pipeline is
being built and a 1.6 million-
cubic-meter per annum oil de-
pot in Bouake ´ and Yamous-
soukro is being constructed.
Operations of the Gestoci oil
depots are being improved
and secured, and the Bé lier

offshore oil platform is being
dismantled.

In the energy sector, invest-
ments are welcomed in the
electrification program of 863
villages, the third phase of the
Azito thermal power station,
the setting up of a fourth ther-
mal power station in Abidjan,
and the interconnection of
Co ˆte d’Ivoire/Guinea and Cô te
d’Ivoire/Mali electricity grids.

Many foreign companies,
among them 35 European enti-
ties, are active in various eco-
nomic sectors in Cô te d’Ivoire.

Therefore, I would like to
express optimism in the future
for my country. Indeed, the
current political and security
situation has allowed the orga-
nization in the country of sev-
eral international events such
as the G-77 meeting in Ya-
moussoukro in 2008, the meet-
ing in Abidjan of the governors
of the 24 Francophone coun-
tries of the International Mon-
etary Fund and the World
Bank in 2009, as well as the
General Assembly of the Afri-
can Development Bank, which
will be held in Abidjan in 2010.

I would also like to recall the
full re-establishment of coop-
eration between C ôte d’Ivoire
and its multilateral partners,
the IMF, the World Bank, the
European Bank of Investment
and the African Development
Bank, which is a reward for
the full commitment of the
government to achieve growth
with the objective of poverty
alleviation.

In this perspective, the gov-
ernment is refocusing on the
implementation of the strate-
gy document for poverty alle-
viation, with several socioeco-
nomic infrastructure projects
ongoing or on the verge of be-
ing started such as the Abi-
djan-Yamoussoukro Express-
way, the extension of the Abi-
djan Port Authority, a bridge
network, the renovation of
hospitals, canalization for wa-
ter supply, etc.

Moreover, Cô te d’Ivoire’s
economy is growing slowly but
steadily. In 2008, the country
registered economic growth of
2.3 compared to 1.6 percent in
2007. The prospects show an
increase to 3.7 percent in 2009.

However, Cô te d’Ivoire re-
lies not only on its efforts but
also on cooperation with
friendly countries like Japan

to overcome the challenges of
the global economic and finan-
cial crisis, and to achieve sus-
tainable development.

That is the reason why I
would like to invite the Japa-
nese business sector to invest
in Cô te d’Ivoire and to boost
commercial relationships by
ensuring the access of Ivorian
products, particularly the
above-mentioned CNRA prod-
ucts, to the Japanese market,
which will definitely strength-
en the economic recovery of
Co ˆte d’Ivoire and Japan’s eco-
nomic presence in this part of
Africa.

In this regard, the govern-
ment is making efforts to cre-
ate a more transparent and
competitive business environ-
ment, which includes among
others, the creation of com-
mercial courts, the reform of
the competition law, the accel-
eration of administrative pro-
cedures for the reimburse-
ment of VAT credits to compa-
nies and tax incentive
measures.

Furthermore, I would like
to reiterate my deepest grati-
tude to Japan, which in the
framework of the long-stand-
ing and fruitful cooperation
between the two countries, has

always assisted the people of
C ôte d’Ivoire. Recently, the
government of Japan provid-
ed not only humanitarian as-
sistance to contribute to food
security and to prevent infec-
tious diseases in Co ˆte d’Ivoire
but also financial resources
for the ongoing peace process.

C ôte d’Ivoire also expects to
benefit from Japan’s commit-
ments to African countries i n
the framework of the fourth To-
kyo International Conference
on African Development (TI-
CAD IV), which were repeated
during the Follow-up Ministeri-
al Meeting held in Gaborone,
Botswana, and also wishes to
seize the opportunities offered
by the Coalition of Africa Rice
Development (CARD), for
which Japan organized the Sec-
ond General Meeting on June 3
and 4 in Tokyo.

In closing, I would like to ex-
press my sincere appreciation
and gratitude to The Japan
Times and all our partners,
particularly the Ibis Hotel and
Tokyo Kankan, which so gen-
erously sponsored the embas-
sy on this memorable occa-
sion, and to greet my fellow
Ivoirian citizens who live in
Japan and benefit from the op-
portunities offered to them.

Empty promises: Officers with the witness protection force demonstrate their skills in a mock
ambush near Moscow. LOS ANGELES TIMES

‘If local residents want
a change, they need to
vote for it. Plus, I like
surprising people.’
DISTRICT CANDIDATE JOAQUIM CRIMA
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