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Medvedev calls
out Russia’s
vodka drinkers

Moscow
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev called out vodka
drinkers on Wednesday, say-
ing alcoholism has become a
‘‘national disaster.’’

Medvedev said measures to
reduce binge drinking have
not reduced alcoholism in
Russia, where downing vast
amounts of vodka in one sit-
ting is an integral part of na-
tional culture.

‘‘If I speak openly, I think that
one cannot speak of any change,
nothing has changed,’’ Medved-
ev told a meeting of senior offi-
cials in the Black Sea resort of
Sochi, according to a copy of his
remarks supplied by the Krem-
lin. ‘‘Alcoholism in our country
is a national disaster.’’

Medvedev said he was
shocked by official data show-
ing the average Russian
drinks 18 liters of pure alcohol
each year.

Doctors believe alcohol-re-
lated diseases cause around
half of all deaths of Russians
between the ages of 15 and 54, a
key factor in dire demographic
forecasts used in long-term eco-
nomic growth models.

Just 40 percent of people leav-
ing school this year are likely to
live to the 55-60 age bracket, ac-
cording to World Health Organi-
zation figures quoted by Health
Minister Tatyana Golikova.

Russia ups military
presence in Abkazia
Putin deaf to
West’s calls for
troop pullback

Moscow
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Prime Minister Vladimir Put-
in traveled to the breakaway
Georgian region of Abkhazia
on Wednesday and pledged to
strengthen Russia’s military
presence there, defying U.S.
and European objections
amid simmering tensions in
the region.

Speaking on the anniversary
of his nation’s victory over Geor-
gia in a five-day war last year,
Putin said the Kremlin planned
to spend nearly $500 million to
build a base in the separatist en-
clave and reinforce its de facto
border with Georgia.

‘‘It won’t be a Maginot line,’’
Putin said, referring to the for-
tifications France built
against Germany before
World War II.

His remarks and appear-
ance in Abkhazia underscored
Russia’s growing foothold in
what once was Georgian terri-
tory and highlighted the sharp

differences that remain be-
tween Moscow and Washing-
ton despite the Obama admin-
istration’s efforts to ‘‘reset’’ bi-
lateral relations.

U.S. and European officials
have called on Russia to com-
ply with the ceasefire agree-
ment that ended the war and
withdraw its troops to prewar
positions and levels. But Rus-
sia says it is no longer bound
by those promises because it
recognized Abkhazia and an-
other breakaway region,
South Ossetia, as independent
states after the war.

It is unclear how many Rus-
sian soldiers remain in the dis-
puted territories, where Mos-
cow has stationed troops since
the post-Soviet conflicts of the
1990s. But the military said in
June that plans to double its
prewar presence to nearly
7,500 troops had been scaled
back. Instead, officials said
more Russian border guards
would be deployed.

Russian forces are sta-
tioned at two bases, one in the
South Ossetian capital of
Tskhinvali and the other in
Gudauta, a town on the Black
Sea coast in western Abkha-
zia. The Gudauta base was
built during the Soviet era and
is considered a strategic asset

because it boasts one of the
largest military airfields in
the Caucasus.

Russia and Abkhazia have
been haggling over Gudauta
for months, with the Abkhaz
seeking to get more from Rus-
sia in return for use of the
base. It was not immediately
clear if Putin succeeded in
breaking a deadlock in talks
over a formal treaty on the
subject.

Some Abkhaz are said to be
wary of growing too depen-
dent on Russia, but the author-
ities greeted Putin warmly as
he arrived by helicopter in the
local capital of Sukhumi. The
visit came a month after U.S.
and European officials criti-
cized Russian President Dmi-
try Medvedev for making a
similar appearance in South
Ossetia.

The Georgian Foreign Minis-
try issued a statement denounc-
ing Putin’s visit, calling it ‘‘yet
another provocation carried
out quite in the tradition of Sovi-
et special services.’’

The Obama administration
has repeatedly affirmed Geor-
gia’s territorial integrity, and
only Nicaragua has joined
Russia in recognizing the sov-
ereignty of the separatist re-
gions.

Pakistan independence day

President of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari

Religious icon: Set against the Margalla Hills, Faisal Mosque
dominates the Islamabad skyline. EMBASSY OF PAKISTAN

Founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah

Faithful harmony: Kalashi women dance in religious
observance on the last day of the three-day annual Chelum
Josht festival at Bumborate.

Prime Minister of Pakistan
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani

Present-day ties have ancient roots
Noor Muhammad Jadmani
AMBASSADOR OF PAKISTAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 62nd an-
niversary of Pakistan’s inde-
pendence, I extend most cor-
dial and warm
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, as
well as to the
g  o  v  e r n m e n t
and people of Japan, on behalf
of the government and people
of Pakistan, and on my own
behalf.

On this occasion, I also con-
gratulate all members of the

Pakistani community living in
Japan.

The emergence of Pakistan
on Aug. 14, 1947, as a sovereign
state was the result of a long
and arduous struggle by the
Muslims of South Asia under
the great leadership of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah. Today, we pay homage to
this great leader, his col-
leagues, and all freedom fight-
ers and workers of the Paki-
stan Movement.

The people of Pakistan and
its political leadership have
collectively made great sacri-
fices for the restoration of de-
mocracy in the country. For-
mer Prime Minister Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto

laid down her life in the strug-
gle against terrorism, and for
the restoration of democracy
and the rule of law in Paki-
stan.

Pakistan today is a strong
country with democratic dis-
pensation. It has a developed
political culture, effectively
functioning state security insti-
tutions, independent judiciary,
vibrant media, dynamic civil
society and 170 million resolute
people. The people of Pakistan
are predominantly m o d e r a t e .
The overwhelming majority re-
jects militancy and extremism.

Pakistan and Japan share an
ancient common heritage. The
great Buddhist civilization be-

gan its outward journey from
Pakistan. Many renowned em-
issaries who went to China, and
later to Japan and other coun-
tries carrying the teachings of
the Buddha were graduates of
Taxila University. The ancient
heritages provide a historical
underpinning to Pakistan-Ja-
pan ties, which have, over the
years, blossomed into an im-
portant and substantial rela-
tionship.

Pakistan regards Japan as a
good friend and strong develop-
ment partner. We deeply value
our relations with the people
and government of this great
country. Our countries enjoy
deep-rooted cordial relations

characterized by mutual un-
derstanding, a cooperative
spirit, and identity of views on
most international political and
economic issues. We are grate-
ful to the government of Japan
for hosting the important meet-
ings of Friends of Democratic
Pakistan and the Donors’ Con-
ference in April, and also for
the generous pledge of $1 bil-
lion.

Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations between
Pakistan and Japan in April
1952, bilateral relations have
progressed steadily. This rela-
tionship is being expanded
through institutional mecha-
nisms such as annual high-level
policy consultation, security di-
alogue, consultation on disar-
mament and nonproliferation,

counterterrorism cooperation
and economic policy dialogue.
Japan’s Country Assistance
Program for Pakistan
(2005-2010) declares ‘‘construc-
tion and development of a sus-
tainable society in Pakistan’’ as
the medium- and long-term
goal of Japanese ODA. Japan is
one of the largest investors in
Pakistan. The major sectors of
Japanese investment are auto-
mobiles, finance and power.

I would like to end my mes-
sage by expressing my sincere
wishes for the continued pros-
perity of the people of Japan,
and my ardent hope that the
friendly and cooperative rela-
tions between Pakistan and Ja-
pan will continue to prosper, ex-
pand, and deepen in the years
ahead.

Global peace, stability
begins with Pakistan
Mitsuo Horiuchi
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-PAKISTAN

PARLIAMENTARIANS FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-Paki-
stan Parliamentarians
F r i e n d s h i p
League, it is my
great pleasure
to extend my
warmest con-
gratulations to
the government
and people of
the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan on the aus-
picious occasion of their Inde-
pendence Day.

There is a widely shared
awareness in Japan toward
the important role that Paki-
stan plays in international ef-
forts to counter terrorism in
recent years. On behalf of the
Japan-Pakistan Parliamen-
tarians Friendship League, I
would like to pay tribute to the
Pakistani people for their
courage and firm will to
achieve peace and stability in
the region, and beyond.

The stability and develop-
ment of Pakistan is directly
linked to peace and stability in
Asia and the world. As a friend
of Pakistan and a responsible
country in international soci-
ety, Japan held the Friends of
Democratic Pakistan Ministe-
rial Meeting and the Pakistan
Donors’ Conference in Tokyo
on April 17 this year to support
Pakistan as it faces difficult
challenges.

As the host nation, we are
pleased that participating
countries and international or-
ganizations pledged over $5
billion in response to Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari’s com-
mitments to counter terror-
ism and economic reform.

Japan remains confident
that the people of Pakistan
will continue to make concert-
ed efforts to defeat terrorism
and achieve economic reform.
Japan is committed to provide
its utmost support to those ef-
forts. I am pleased to note that
as a token of our support, Ja-
pan announced $1 billion in as-
sistance for Pakistan at the
Donors’ Conference.

Ever since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
in 1952, the two countries have
built warm and amicable rela-
tions through people-to-people
exchanges in various fields
such as economic cooperation,
business, culture, tourism and
others. When President Zar-
dari visited Japan in April, the
Japan-Pakistan Parliamen-
tarians Friendship League
held a meeting with him and
thus further strengthened tra-
ditional ties of friendship.

As president of the Japan-
Pakistan Parliamentarians
Friendship League, I am de-
termined to continue my ut-
most efforts to achieve better
mutual understanding and
closer bilateral relations. Al-
low me to take this opportuni-
ty to extend my best wishes for
the continued prosperity of
Pakistan.

Couple of blokes: Russian President Dmitry Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin watch an international friendly soccer
match between Argentina and Russia in a cafe at the Black Sea resort of Sochi on Wednesday. REUTERS
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