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India national day

India, Japan: partners in the new Asia
Hemant Krishan Singh
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the happy occasion of the
62nd anniversary of India’s in-
dependence, I convey the
greetings of the people of India
to Their Imperial Majesties
Emperor Akihito and Em-
press Michiko, as well as to the
government and friendly peo-
ple of Japan. I also extend cor-
dial greetings to my fellow cit-
izens of India and persons of
Indian origin living in Japan.

Japan is a major partner of
India. The India-Japan Strate-

gic and Global Partnership,
which has been forged over
the past three years, is based
on the solid bedrock of shared

democratic values, popular
good will, economic comple-
mentarities and common stra-
tegic interests, making it a du-
rable force for stability. As the
new Asia emerges during the
21st century, India and Japan
stand together in their deter-
mination to bring peace, prog-
ress and prosperity to their re-
spective peoples, the region
and the world.

The transformation of In-
dia-Japan relations to realize
their true potential has long
been the vision of Prime Min-
ister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

Under his leadership, this pro-
cess continues to be driven for-
ward by annual summits and a
supporting structure of high-
level dialogue mechanisms
designed to enhance bilateral
relations across the board.
The third Annual Strategic Di-
alogue between the foreign
ministers of India and Japan
was held in Tokyo this July,
and marked further progress
in advancing the established
road map for realizing a Stra-
tegic and Global Partnership.
The prime minister of Japan
has been invited to visit India
for this year’s annual summit,
at which several initiatives for
enhanced cooperation and
economic engagement will be
concretized.

The general election held in
India this April and May saw
the people of India delivering
a decisive mandate in support
of the policies of economic
growth with social equity that

have been steadfastly pursued
by the government of Prime
Minister Singh. Despite the
global economic crisis, India’s
economy grew at a brisk 6.7
percent pace in 2008-09 and re-
mains in robust health. We are
confident that this trend will
continue and our economy will
return to its even higher
growth trajectory of recent
years by 2010. Economic re-
forms and deregulation have
unleashed the vast entrepre-
neurial talent of our people,
and increased the global com-
petitiveness of our corpora-
tions. Ongoing programs pri-
oritizing public health, educa-
tion, rural upliftment and
urban renewal, combined with
the massive upgrading of in-
frastructure that is under
way, will bring sustained in-
clusive growth and develop-
ment to the over 1 billion peo-
ple of India.

Given these positive trends

in India’s economy, India-Ja-
pan economic relations have
continued to intensify. India
became the largest recipient
of Japanese FDI in Asia dur-
ing 2008-09. Together, we can

synergize our respective
strengths and provide a much
needed impetus to the global
economy.

2009 has been yet another
landmark year for India’s
presence in Japan. The new
building of the Embassy of In-
dia, located in the sylvan sur-
roundings of Tokyo’s Chidori-
gafuchi, is a fitting symbol of
our expanding bilateral rela-
tions. With its ample facilities,
the embassy will be better
able to partner our Japanese
friends and members of the In-

dian community in promoting
economic, social and cultural
ties between our two coun-
tries.

I am confident that the com-
ing year will see the further
enhancement of close bonds of
friendship between India and
Japan. We look forward to
working closely with the Japa-
nese government, business
and industry, and the public at
large to realize the common
desire of our two great peoples
for universal peace, progress
and prosperity.

Bilateral ties can have global impact
Yoshiro Mori
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-INDIA ASSOCIATION

--------------------------------------------------------------

On the auspicious occasion of the 62nd
anniversary of India’s Independence Day, I have
the honor to send my warmest congratulations to
the people and
government of India.

Thanks to its strong
economic growth and
vibrant democracy,
India’s future is bright
and its international
stature ever growing.
The last general election,
successfully held in April
and May this year, has
proved that the ‘‘largest democracy in the world’’
smoothly functions. The participation of India in
and its contribution to world summits such as the
dialogue with G-8 leaders and the G-20 are
recognized as indispensable for the management
of world politics and economy.

As one of many Japanese friends of India, I
welcome the ascendance of India in the world.
The relationship between Japan and India
continues to develop in a satisfactory manner.
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited Japan
twice last year — the first to attend the Toyako G-8
summit and the second in a bilateral context, and
enhanced further our excellent relationship. I
expect that this year will see the visit of our prime
minister to India as agreed upon in our Strategic
and Global Partnership. Other visits of importance
took place in both directions, at official levels and
in the private sector.

A wide range of dialogue and cooperation have
been organized in various fields: politico-security,
trade and investment, energy and environment,
culture, science and academic cooperation.
Japanese investment in India has been
accelerated and there are 550 Japanese
companies in India operating from 838 locations.
India has become the largest recipient of Japan’s
official development assistance. The amount of
ODA provided by Japan to India in fiscal 2008
amounted to ¥236 billion.

Many important projects have been
implemented through Japan’s cooperation in such
areas as urban metro-traffic systems in big cities,
power plants, reforestation, drinking water and
sewage systems, better sanitary conditions and
poverty alleviation, support for education, etc.
Unprecedented major projects such as the
construction of a dedicated freight corridor, and
the industrial corridor between Delhi and Mumbai
are well under way.

It is my sincere hope that our constructive
relationship will contribute to resolving global
issues such as the fight against the planet’s
warming, nuclear disarmament and
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction,
the reform of the United Nations Security Council
and other international systems, and the fight
against pandemics. Then the Japan-India
relationship will become truly worthy of the name
of a Global Strategic Partnership.

The Japan-India Association, with its
historical heritage of 106 years and many
well-intentioned members, is determined to
endeavor for an even better relationship
between the two peoples.

Concrete diplomacy: The new building of the Embassy of India in Tokyo’s Chidorigafuchi — a
combination of architectural elegance, advanced construction techniques and functionality.
(Right) The auditorium of the new embassy

Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh President of India Pratibha Devisingh Patil
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Power of the vote brings change to Indian politics

Yog Kapoor
OWNER, SAMRAT INDIAN RESTAURANT

CHAIN

------------------------------------------

For the first time in decades
since the country’s indepen-
dence, Indians have come to
know the power
of their votes in
a national elec-
tion.

This year’s
general elec-
tion, held in five
phases between
April 16 and
May 13, resulted in a resound-
ing victory for the Indian Na-
tional Congress party of
Prime Minister Dr. Manmo-
han Singh and party president
Sonia Gandhi. The party is a
legacy of our great forefathers
like Mahatma Gandhi and
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru.

Ultimately, Indians came to
realize that politics has be-
come the big business next to
show business in India.

During the election cam-
paign, the mass media played
a very important role and tele-
vision commercials empha-
sized that the public must use

their vote to choose the party
that would be able to lead the
country in the right direction
for the future.

So through the power of
their vote, the people elected
the right party at the right
time. Even the leaders of the
Congress party must have
been surprised that they
would be able to form a gov-
ernment without having to re-
ly on the support of the Com-
munists who propped up the
administration in parliament
during its last term.

It raises the hope of political
stability for at least the next
five years and the introduction
of economic reforms that had
been blocked by left-wing par-
ties.

We should close the chapter
on difficult relations with oth-
er parties, and turn a new
page in Indian politics and re-
move poverty from the coun-
try.

Millions of tourists from
around the world visit India
every year and the number is
growing. Many come to trace
the footsteps of independence
leader Mahatma Gandhi,
whose philosophy of nonvio-
lence helped Indians over-
throw 200 years of British colo-
nial rule.

The Congress party made
many election promises, in-
cluding helping the agricul-

ture sector, and improving the
road and rail networks, and
promised to bring ‘‘change’’ to
India. Mahatma Gandhi used
to say that the villages are the
heart of India. To fulfill all
these dreams we need unity
among all the parties so that
they can work with the govern-
ment.

India is a paradise for inves-
tors even during the world fi-
nancial crisis. The Indian
economy is rebounding and
the strength of the recovery is
increasing since the general
election. Its rebound will be a
stabilizing signal for the world
economy.

Japan is a great, peace-lov-
ing country, with advanced
technology. With the coopera-
tion of Japan and other ad-
vanced nations, this region
will become a veritable haven
one day, with a population sec-
ond only in size to China’s.

S  o I hope that the Congress
party will keep all its election
promises, and make India a
better place for future genera-
tions to live in peace, prosperi-
ty and unity.

All Indians, wherever we
live on this planet, need to re-
veal this character once more
and work together. We can
carry forward as one nation
and one people the legacy of
our forefathers that we cele-
brate today.

Shared values the foundation
of strong, maturing relationship
Taro Nakayama
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-INDIA

PARLIAMENTARIANS’ FRIENDSHIP

LEAGUE

----------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-India
Parliamentarians’ Friendship
League, I would
like to convey
my heartfelt
congratulations
on the occasion
of the 62nd
anniversary of
India’s
Independence
Day.

It is a pleasure for me to note
that the two countries sharing
common values such as
democracy, human rights, rule
of law and market economy,
have developed and are
strengthening the Strategic and
Global Partnership.

The relationship between
Japan and India is cemented
through active exchanges,
especially the annual visits by
the prime ministers of both
countries. The most recent
achievement was the third
Strategic Dialogue between the
foreign ministers, which was

held in Tokyo in July, followed
by the meeting between the two
prime ministers on the margins
of the G-8 summit in Italy.

As president of the
Japan-India Parliamentarians’
Friendship League, I would like
to express my continuing
commitment to actively
contribute to the further
strengthening of our
partnership.

I send my best wishes to the
people of India for their greater
prosperity and for the continued
development of our cordial
relationship.

Working together for
growth and prosperity
Fujio Mitarai
CHAIRMAN, NIPPON KEIDANREN (JAPAN

BUSINESS FEDERATION)

------------------------------------------

On behalf of Nippon Keidan-
ren (the Japan Business Fed-
eration), I would like to offer
my sincere
c  o  n  g  r  a t u l a -
tions on the oc-
casion of In-
dia’s 62nd In-
d e p e n d  e  n  c  e
Day. Taking
this opportuni-
ty, I sincerely
wish the people of the great
nation of India greater pros-
perity.

The economic relationship
between Japan and India has
grown dramatically in re-
cent years. In fiscal 2008, the
bilateral trade volume in-
creased by approximately 29
percent from the previous
year while Japanese direct
investment to India was
worth nearly ¥543 billion —
three times more than in fis-
cal 2007.

Against the background of
this burgeoning economic re-
lationship between our two
countries, Nippon Keidanren
hosted the second Japan-In-
dia Business Leaders Forum
on the occasion of Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh’s visit to Japan in Oc-
tober. Discussions were held
on greater cooperation to
further consolidate and
strengthen our relationship.
It was agreed at the forum
that speedy progress needs
to be made toward conclud-
ing a Japan-India Economic
Partnership Agreement that
will provide the institutional
infrastructure to ensure a
strong foundation for busi-
ness relations between our
countries.

Under the framework of

this EPA, I am confident that
Japan and India will contin-
ue to enhance their interna-
tional competitiveness by
creating a business-friendly
environment. The Japanese
business community looks
forward to supporting the
transfer of technology and
know-how on a commercial
basis through ongoing direct
investment in India.

It is also essential for Ja-
pan and India to work togeth-
er on the problems facing us
on a global level, chief
among them the challenge of
climate change. As debate
continues on the nature of a
post-Kyoto international
framework for dealing with
climate issues, it is impera-
tive that the world’s major
emitting countries all take
steps to reduce their green-
house gas emissions, in ac-
cordance with the principle
of common but differentiat-
ed responsibilities.

A memorandum of under-
standing was signed by Nip-
pon Keidanren, the Japan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry last
year with a view to strength-
ening cooperation to reduce
emissions by making ener-
gy-saving technology more
widely available, and pro-
moting dialogue on clean en-
ergy policy. I am confident
that the private sector can
achieve substantial results
in this regard.

Japan and India have many
values in common, including a
commitment to democracy
and a free-trade economy. It is
vital that we continue to take
the initiative together on Asian
economic integration as well
as the problems we face on a
global scale. The Japanese
business community will do
whatever it can to strengthen
the relationship between Ja-
pan and India.

Business eyes closer cooperation
Nobuo Ohashi
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-INDIA BUSINESS

COOPERATION COMMITTEE

------------------------------------------

On behalf of the Japan-India
Business Cooperation Com-
mittee (JIBCC), it is my plea-
sure to extend
my most sin-
cere congratu-
lations to the
people of India
on the occasion
of the 62nd anni-
versary of In-
dia’s indepen-
dence.

We hold your country in
high esteem for building a
modern, unified nation under
a democratic system of gov-
ernment, based on a long his-
tory of civilization, embracing
1.1 billion people of diverse
ethnic identities and of differ-
ent religions over a vast ex-
panse of land.

First, I would like to offer
my congratulations to Indian

Prime Minister Dr. Manmo-
han Singh and his Cabinet for
taking office for their second
term after their success in the
general election held from
April to May this year. I be-
lieve this election victory
shows the Indian people’s
strong approval of the first
Singh administration’s perfor-
mance over the past five
years. In this new term, the
administration will have a
stronger framework than in
the past and the Japanese
business community looks for-
ward to seeing the further pro-
motion of economic liberaliza-
tion policies.

Turning to Japan-India re-
lations, Prime Minister Singh
visited our nation in October.
Exchange declined slightly in
the new year as India readied
for its general election. I am
encouraged, though, by the
fact that dynamic exchange
has resumed since the elec-
tion.

Government negotiations to
create a Japan-India Econom-
ic Partnership Agreement
have been held 11 times to date
and they will be resumed soon
with an eye to resolving pend-
ing issues that remain be-
tween our two countries. On
behalf of the business commu-
nity, I would like to express
my strong hope that an agree-
ment will be reached by the
end of the year.

Foundational work for the
launch of the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor Project is
advancing steadily. The Jap-
anese business community
looks forward to participat-
ing actively in the project as
it has in the past, in coopera-
tion with the Japanese gov-
ernment.

In closing, we trust that In-
dia will sustain its remarkable
progress under its policies to
increase economic openness.
The JIBCC will assiduously
advance its efforts to ensure
that economic exchange will
continue to enhance the ties
between our two nations and
peoples.

Holy site: Pilgrims walk around the Dharmekh Stupa in Sarnath, where the Buddha is said to
have preached his first sermon.
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Palin sticks by ‘death panel’ claim even as senators abandon it
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Former Alaska Gov. Sarah
Palin refused to retreat from
her debunked claim that a pro-
posed health care overhaul
would create ‘‘death panels,’’
as the growing furor over end-
of-life consultations forced a
key group of U.S. senators to
abandon the idea in their bill.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, a Re-
publican and one of six law-
makers negotiating on a Sen-
ate bill, said Thursday they
had dropped end-of-life provi-
sions from consideration ‘‘en-
tirely because of the way they
could be misinterpreted and
implemented incorrectly.’’

In a posting on the social
network Facebook titled ‘‘Con-
cerning Death Panels,’’ Palin,
last year’s Republican vice
presidential nominee, argued
Wednesday night that the el-

derly and ailing would be co-
erced into accepting minimal
end-of-life care to reduce
health care costs based on the
Democratic bill in the House
of Representatives.

But there will be no ‘‘death
panels’’ under the legislation
being considered. In fact, the
provision in the bill would al-
low Medicare, the govern-
ment-run health care plan for
the elderly, to pay doctors for
voluntary counseling sessions
that address end-of-life issues.
The conversations between
doctor and patient would in-
clude living wills, making a
close relative or a trusted
friend your health care proxy,
learning about hospice as an
option for the terminally ill,
and information about pain
medications for people suffer-
ing chronic discomfort.

The sessions would be cov-
ered every five years, more

frequently if someone is
gravely ill.

The American Medical Asso-
ciation and the National Hos-
pice and Palliative Care Orga-
nization back the provision.

In her posting, Palin wrote:
‘‘With all due respect, it’s mis-
leading for the president to de-
scribe this section as an entire-
ly voluntary provision that sim-
ply increases the i n f o r m a t i o n
offered to Medicare recipi-
ents,’’ and added, ‘‘It’s all just
more evidence that the Demo-
cratic legislative proposals will
lead to health care rationing.’’

The issue is no longer viable
for the six members of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee —
three Republicans and three
Democrats — working on a bi-
partisan bill, according to
Grassley. In a statement,
Grassley criticized the House
bill, saying there was a differ-
ence between a ‘‘simple educa-

tion campaign, as some advo-
cates want,’’ and paying ‘‘phy-
sicians to advise patients
about end-of-life care.’’

The provisions remain in the
House bill, which would have to
be reconciled with whatever
bill the Senate eventually pro-
duces before President Barack
Obama could sign it. He has
said health care reform is his
top domestic priority.

Obama campaigned last
year on a promise of offering
health care to all Americans.
The United States is the only
developed country that does
not have comprehensive
health care plan for all its citi-
zens. Roughly 46 million of
America’s 300 million people
are without health insurance.

Palin’s posting came one
day after Republican Sen.
Lisa Murkowski of Alaska
said that Palin and other crit-
ics were not helping the Re-

publicans by tossing out false
claims. Portions of the Demo-
cratic health care bills ‘‘are
bad enough that we don’t need
to be making things up,’’ Mur-
kowski said, invoking a phrase
that Palin used in her resigna-
tion speech, when she asked
the news media to ‘‘quit mak-
ing things up.’’

Murkowski said she was of-
fended at the death panel ter-
minology. ‘‘There is no reason
to gin up fear in the American
public by saying things that
are not included in the bill,’’
she said.

Georgia Sen. Johnny Isak-
son, a Republican who co-
sponsored a similar measure
in the Senate, said it was
‘‘nuts’’ to claim the bill encour-
ages euthanasia.

And Rep. Earl Blumenauer,
a Democrat who authored the
provision on end-of-life coun-
seling, said he is astounded

that Palin has not tempered
her bleak descriptions of the
health care bill.

‘‘It’s deliberate at this
point,’’ Blumenauer said. ‘‘If
she wasn’t deliberately lying
at the beginning, she is delib-
erately allowing a terrible
falsehood to be spread with
her name.’’

Health care
saga reaches
critical point
Last century
littered with
failed bids for
reform in U.S.

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Walter R. Mears
Chapel Hill N.C.
Obama fights back: Page 14
AP

------------------------------------------

President Barack Obama’s
campaign for a health care
overhaul is an intense install-
ment in a long-running story,
dating to Theodore Roosevelt
in 1912.

It did not go well nearly a
century ago. Roosevelt made
national health insurance an
issue in his last, losing cam-
paign for the White House, and
successive efforts to get it en-
acted have lost, too.

The basic issue, affordable
health care for all Americans,
hasn’t changed. But neither has
it evolved, in part because new
plans seldom build on old ones.
Obama’s broad, leave-the-de-
tails-to-Congress plan has little
in common with the 1,300-page
measure President Bill Clinton
couldn’t even get to a vote in a
Democratic Senate in 1993.

The Obama strategy was de-
signed to avoid mistakes Clin-
ton made in confronting Con-
gress with a massive bill writ-
ten in the White House under
Hillary Rodham Clinton and es-
sentially telling the House of
Representatives and Senate to
take it or leave it. Clinton
threatened to veto any bill that
did not deliver universal health
care. He got nothing to veto.

The Obama team missed
part of the lesson when he
pressed for passage of House
and Senate bills before Con-
gress took its summer vacation
so they could negotiate a final
version when they reconvene in
September. What he got was
narrow committee approval in
the House, a preface to debate
and action after Labor Day. In
the Senate, the Finance Com-
mittee was trying to meet a
Sept. 15 deadline for its bill.

Obama’s push for action be-
fore the summer recess created
a goal the Democrats couldn’t
meet and a psychological set-
back he didn’t need to risk. He
now says it was no big deal and
what he wants is a reform law
by the end of the year, to get all
Americans insured and curb
medical costs.

That is a big deal, under-
scored by his aggressive TV
and traveling campaign to
build public support — and
pressure in Congress — to enact
a health overhaul this time.

‘‘Now is the hard part — be-
cause the history is clear — ev-
ery time we come close to pass-
ing health insurance reform,
the special interests fight back
with everything they’ve got,’’
Obama told a town hall in New
Hampshire on Tuesday. ‘‘They

use their influence. They use
their political allies to scare
and mislead the American peo-
ple. They start running ads.
This is what they always do.’’

Within hours, the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce said it will be-
gin airing 30-second ads in
about 20 states Wednesday criti-
cizing the Democratic plan to
offer optional government
health coverage.

An issue that affects all
Americans, their doctors, in-
surers and employers is bound
to carry political risk.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
wanted national health insur-
ance but, even with his power
in the New Deal Congress, he
did not dare to tie it to Social
Security in 1935 lest he lose the
whole program. Harry S. Tru-
man pushed it on a Congress
that wouldn’t buy it.

Dwight D. Eisenhower
balked at national insurance
but tried to get Congress to
back a reinsurance program
to buttress private insurers
and gain coverage for high-
risk patients and the needy.

Congress said no, twice.
John F. Kennedy made

health care a major issue in
1960. He concentrated on what
then was called medical care
for the aged. He couldn’t get it
through Congress.

Lyndon B. Johnson did, but
even with his legendary legis-
lative skills and the over-
whelming Democratic major-
ities in Congress after the 1964
election, it took more than a
year of hard, sometimes arm-
bending persuasion to get
Medicare enacted.

That one major victory for
government health insurance
was an exception to the pattern
of starting each attempt from
scratch instead of evolving it
from what had gone before.
When Johnson signed the Medi-
care bill in 1965 and gave Tru-
man card No. 1, he traveled to
Independence, Mo., to share
‘‘this moment of triumph’’ with
the president who had first pro-
posed it 20 years before.

It provided health insurance
at age 65, tied to Social Securi-
ty. Broader coverage, which
FDR, Truman and LBJ all
would have liked to gain, was
beyond political reach.

Prescription drug coverage
was added to Medicare in 2003,
pushed by President George W.
Bush, who claimed it as one of
his major achievements in win-
ning re-election. It did not come
easily. Bush understated c o s t
estimates by half, and Republi-
can leaders muscled it through
the House by one vote. To hold
down the cost, they wrote a gap
into the coverage.

That may be changed in an
Obama health plan. It points
to a chronic challenge in
health overhaul efforts: The
price of change. Covering
nearly 50 million uninsured
Americans would cost an esti-
mated $1 trillion-plus over the
next decade. Obama promised
to do it without adding to the
deficit. Now he and Congress
have to figure out how.

Health care critics reviving town hall-style meetings to direct anger at president’s proposals

Opponents turn tables on Obama
ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Liz Sidoti
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

There is a certain irony here.
The 20th century community
organizer who used 21st centu-
ry tools for his people-powered
White House campaign now
finds himself besieged by citi-
zens airing their grievances at
19th century-inspired town
hall-style meetings.

Barack Obama’s top legisla-
tive goal hangs in the balance
and his popularity is suffering
as critics co-opt his tech-savvy
organizing methods, tag him as
a bogeyman and disrupt local
gatherings on his proposed
health care overhaul.

Is the groundbreaking cam-
paigner, whose White House
political arm is aptly called
Organizing for America, be-
ing outmaneuvered?

‘‘That is a fair summary of
where things are at the mo-
ment,’’ said Sanford Horwitt, a
biographer of Saul Alinsky,
the father of community orga-
nizing.

‘‘The other side has the an-
ger and the intensity, and Oba-
ma’s side doesn’t,’’ Horwitt
said. Harking back to the pres-
idential campaign’s tactics
and success, Horwitt said,
‘‘This really first-rate commu-
nity organizing has not re-
vealed itself in the first
months he’s been in office,
particularly when it comes to
the health care issue.’’

The White House and its al-
lies claim the protests are sim-
ply a fake grassroots move-
ment — ‘‘astroturfing’’ — but a
USA Today/Gallup Poll this
week found that most Ameri-
cans believe the protesters’
sentiments are genuine.

Still, it is far from clear how
effective they will end up be-
ing. A majority in the same
poll said they disapproved of
some of the protesters’ tactics,
including shouting down Oba-

ma supporters.
Judging by the jeers and

rants at Democratic lawmak-
ers’ public forums this August,
Obama appears to be facing a
populist backlash from Ameri-
cans who want no part of the
wholesale change he promised
as a candidate. The fierce oppo-
sition is threatening to further
erode wider public support for
his sweeping transformation of
the U.S. medical system.

To sell his plan to a wary pub-
lic, Obama is expending a ton of
political capital and using a
strategy that’s delivered re-

sults before — taking his pitch
directly to the people during
question-and-answer sessions
in communities. He was certain
to face resistance Friday in
Bozeman, Mont., where one
group expected 500 protesters,
and Saturday in Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., where demonstra-
tors are all but certain to line
the streets, just as they did last
month when he campaigned in
North Carolina and Virginia.

So far, his audiences have
been supportive and respectful,
with Democratic allies in Con-
gress bearing the brunt of out-

bursts as they defend his health
vision at what are commonly
called ‘‘town hall’’ events.

The format is as old as the
United States itself, derived
from informal meetings rou-
tinely held in New England
town squares by citizens
looking to debate the issues of
the day and settle local dis-
putes. Today, few if any such
events take place in actual
town halls, and few issues get
resolved. Rather, the events
are held by politicians to make
people feel their views are be-
ing heard.

Supporters and opponents
alike use today’s modern tech-
nology to steer yesterday’s
public forum in the direction
they want.

Opposition to Obama’s
health care overhaul is both or-
ganic and organized, not unlike
the very effort he stitched to-
gether during his campaign for
the presidency. Back then, he
seized on the passion Ameri-
cans had for change from Re-
publican rule, using new Inter-
net organizing tools to harness
grassroots energy and empow-
er people who had never been
active in politics to vote for him.

Since he has been in office,
he has turned that campaign
apparatus into a political or-
ganization whose priority now
is to drum up support for
health care overhaul and en-
courage supporters to attend
events on the issue.

But now critics, many of
them conservatives, are turn-
ing the tables on him.

Frustrated by what they
view as excessive spending
and the growing reach of gov-
ernment during the recession,
they are connecting over the
Internet through social net-
working sites and protesting
at health care events across
the country. They are furious
and have found a way to let it
be known.

Conservative talk radio and
television programs are fuel-
ing the fire.

Club forges people-to-people
links as grass-roots ambassador

Kunna Dash
PRESIDENT, INDIA-JAPAN FRIENDSHIP

CLUB, OSAKA

------------------------------------------

The India-Japan Friendship
Club, Osaka, opened as a vol-
untary, nongovernmental,
nonprofit organization in the
name and style of the India-
Japan Friendship Center in
Koriyama City, Nara.

The inauguration of the In-
dia-Japan Friendship Center
in Nara laid the foundations
for strengthening the bilateral
relationship between India
and Japan, the two largest and
most developed democracies
in Asia.

From a wider perspective,
the organization works at
grass-roots levels as a tourist
information and promotion
center to harness friendship
between the two countries
through cultural amity, scien-
tific and technological ex-
changes, linguistic expertise
missions, resource manage-
ment workshops, economic
enhancement and alternative
livelihood projects, etc., that
explore the objectives of the
center as an informal ambas-
sador.

We also have a branch in
Orissa, India, to boost friend-
ship. We run the Chandra Sek-
har Academy, a CBSE pattern
coeducation English middle
school with the Japanese lan-
guage as an elective from ele-
mentary level in the city.

The India-Japan Friend-
ship Club, Osaka, and the In-
dia-Japan Friendship Center,
Orissa, are voluntary organi-
zations that have joined hands
to identify areas of conver-
gence for mutual cooperation
and brotherhood between the
two countries in a constructive
manner, contributing to the
advancement of overall bilat-
eral relations. They further
reaffirm their determination
to strengthen cooperation and
coordination between India
and Japan for comprehensive
reforms at grass-roots levels.

We should use our best en-
deavors to facilitate ties be-
tween people, or people-to-
people exchanges, which are
of vital importance, in addi-
tion to political and economic
relations. The Japanese and
Indian people share ancient
bonds, civilizations and a

proud heritage, and thus have
huge potential to deepen their
interaction.

Japan and India have artic-
ulated the shared conviction
that this partnership must be
based on the foundations of
close people-to-people links to
help elevate our friendly and
cooperative ties to a higher
level. Intuitive initiatives will
contribute substantially to
this noble objective.

To reduce the communica-
tion gap, schools and other ed-
ucational institutions will in-
troduce Japanese in Orissa
and other states of India as a
language link between the two
countries. Besides education,
we organize traditional and
cultural programs to attract
Indian and Japanese classical
and folk artists to perform in
both countries.

The India-Japan Friendship
Center and India-Japan
Friendship Club work as grass-
roots ambassadors to foster
and facilitate social elevation
of people through innovative
involvement in many fields, in-
cluding education, technology,
agriculture, export/import,
forestry and fisheries, tourism
and culture.

The organizations are also
involved in benevolent works
like homes for the elderly, or-
phanages, free boarding
schools, safe drinking water
and sanitation, health care, el-
ementary education and adult
literacy, poverty alleviation,
women’s empowerment, child
welfare, including support for
street children and the elimi-
nation of child labor, support
for the disabled, preservation
of the environment, and other
kinds of social work that are
deemed suitable to match the
all-around growth and devel-
opment of both countries and
peoples.

These are the fundamental
steps in promoting mutual un-
derstanding and appreciation
of each other’s cultures and
civilizations.

We are hopeful that such ini-
tiatives will convey a picture of
two dynamic and friendly
countries, which are fast grow-
ing economies as well as
knowledge and cultural hubs,
and which have emerged as
pillars of strength in Asia and
the rest of the world.

Mustache clash: A demonstrator carries a poster showing an altered photo of U.S. President Barack Obama as he walks past a
man who supports health care reform at a town hall meeting in Alhambra, Calif., on Tuesday. REUTERS

Sarah Palin

Loaded question: A protester wears a 9 mm pistol as he stands
outside a town hall meeting on health care held Tuesday by
U.S. President Barack Obama in Portsmouth, N.H. AP
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