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Kennedys staked out distinct, lasting roles

Brothers shared
spirit, split gifts
Vince Bzdek
Boston
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

If siblings are fortunate, they
share bonds that go far beyond
their bloodlines. Though it
may seem strange to say, giv-
en the many tragedies in their
lives, the Kennedy brothers
were among the fortunate
ones.

At least in that sibling way.
Theirs is a story of a unique

American brotherhood, their
bond and their lives so inti-
mately woven into the history
of a nation.

And Ted Kennedy, the youn-
gest of them, lived to finish
their collective story.

Former Sen. Harris Wof-
ford, a one-time aide to John
F. Kennedy who was instru-
mental in the birth of the
Peace Corps, saw the brothers
as variations on a theme.

‘‘It’s the same spirit in dif-
ferent forms,’’ he said.

Sen. Christopher Dodd of-
fered a similar observation
about the famous brotherhood
at a Friday night memorial for
Ted Kennedy.

‘‘John Kennedy inspired our
America,’’ Dodd said. ‘‘Robert
challenged our America. Our
Teddy changed America.’’

Ted Kennedy took his broth-
ers’ violent deaths and tried to
alchemize something positive
out of them, something more
than the powerful symbolism
of their loss.

What John and Bobby
dreamed, he tried to build, law
by law.

He made his first speech in

the Senate, shortly after John
died, in support of the civil
rights bill the president had
proposed. His first big person-
al victory came from fulfilling
John’s dream of giving all
those who wanted to immi-
grate to the United States an
equal chance, eliminating in
1965 the quotas that strongly
favored Northern Europeans.

After Bobby’s death, Ted
Kennedy took over his com-
mittee assignments and car-
ried on his role as the tribune
of the disenfranchised. Bobby
had broadened the Kennedy
legacy into a deep compassion
for the underprivileged, and
his younger brother saw it as a
sacred duty to continue the
work.

In a now-famous address af-
ter Bobby’s assassination, Ted
Kennedy said: ‘‘Like my
brothers before me, I pick up a
fallen standard. Sustained by
the memory of our priceless
years together, I shall try to
carry forward that special
commitment to justice, excel-
lence and to courage that dis-
tinguished their lives.’’

Ted Kennedy sat in John’s
seat his entire career in the
Senate, refusing to move up
front when his seniority al-
lowed him to.

Little brothers can be that
way. He was the baby of the
family, the youngest of nine
children, the sole survivor of
four brothers.

And as is well known, there
are two sides to being the
youngest.

What older siblings haven’t
complained about the baby

getting away with things they
never could? What baby sister
or brother hasn’t sometimes
feared not measuring up to the
older sibling?

Growing up together in
Brookline, Mass., and Boston,
the Kennedy brothers staked
out distinct roles that would
stamp them for the rest of
their lives. The oldest brother,
Joe Jr., was the family’s star,
John its wit, Bobby its soul and
Ted its laugh.

Joe was the most combative
of the four, John the most re-
flective, Bobby the most in-
tense and Teddy the most
agreeable.

Joe lapped up politics;
John, history; Bobby, reli-
gion; and Ted the company of
others.

‘‘Since Bobby was less out-
going, he and his father tended
to have quiet conversations,’’
the Kennedys’ nurse Louella
Hennessey once said. ‘‘Even at

13 and 14, Bobby was a deep-
thinking boy and very close to
his mother. Then Teddy would
come in and the atmosphere in
the room would completely
change, for Teddy was like the
sunshine, lighting up every-
thing in sight and keeping his
father young.’’

Not expected to be the fami-
ly breadwinner, he learned in-
stead to be responsive to the
emotional climate in the
room.

He maintained that role
throughout his life, using his
good nature to grease the Ken-
nedy machinery and keep it
from grinding to a halt.

The emotional intelligence
he learned from his sisters and
mother also informed his work
in the Senate, becoming the
core of his own brand of emo-
tionally responsive politics.

He had enlisted in the mili-
tary, like his brothers, but
could not hope to match the
achievements of a war hero
like Joe, who died in World
War II. He was too reckless to
be the elegant, movie-star fig-
urehead for the family that
John was. He would turn out to
be particularly laughable as a
moralist — that was Bobby’s
role.

Instead, he found his great-
est success in his family life
and in creating his own politi-
cal style.

Of the three brothers’ Sen-
ate careers, it was Ted’s that
emerged as the consummate
nuts-and-bolts operation. John
didn’t have the patience for the
arcane rules of the place and
was already looking to bigger
things the day he stepped into
the chamber. Bobby, eager to
get things done, was frustrat-
ed by how long it could take to
move things along.

John would call his youngest
brother the family’s best politi-
cian. It is legend how much Ted
Kennedy enjoyed the game of
bartering and persuasion.

As far back as 1965, he
talked about setting a record
for longevity in the Senate. At
his death, he was the nation’s
third-longest-serving senator.

Kyrgyz independence day

Kennedy laid
to rest next
to brothers
Stately burial at
Arlington marks
end of an era

Washington
Why Kennedys mattered: Page 10
AP

------------------------------------------

Sen. Ted Kennedy was laid to
rest Saturday night alongside
slain brothers John and Rob-
ert on hallowed ground at Ar-
lington National Cemetery,
celebrated for ‘‘the dream he
kept alive’’ across the decades
since their deaths.

Crowds lined the streets of
two cities on a day that
marked the end of an Ameri-
can political era — outside
Kennedy’s funeral in rainy
Boston, where he was eulo-
gized by President Barack
Obama, and later in humid
Washington.

With flags over the Capitol
flying at half-staff, his hearse
stopped by the Senate, where
he served for 47 years. His
widow, Vicki, embraced for-
mer staffers in the crowd.

Later, at a graveside envel-
oped in deepening darkness,
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick
offered sympathies to Kenne-
dy relatives and ‘‘an extended
family that must probably in-
clude most of America.’’

A squad of seven riflemen
fired three volleys in a tradi-
tional military ritual, and a
bugler sounded taps. Light-
ning flickered across the sky.

Earlier, Obama delivered
the eulogy in Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Church in Boston,
packed with row upon row of
mourners — including former
Presidents George W. Bush,
Bill Clinton and Jimmy Cart-
er.

‘‘He was given a gift of time
that his brothers were not.
And he used that time to touch
as many lives and right as
many wrongs as the years
would allow,’’ Obama said in
remarks that also gently
made mention of Kennedy’s
‘‘personal failings and set-
backs.’’

As a member of the Senate,
Kennedy was a ‘‘veritable
force of nature,’’ the president
said. But more than that, he
was the ‘‘baby of the family
who became its patriarch, the
restless dreamer who became
its rock.’’

Those left behind to mourn
‘‘grieve his passing with the
memories he gave, the good he
did, the dream he kept alive,’’
Obama said.

One of Kennedy’s sons, Pat-
rick, wept quietly as another,
Teddy Jr., spoke from the pul-
pit. Teddy Jr. recalled the day
years ago, shortly after losing
a leg to cancer, that he slipped
walking up an icy driveway as
he went to go sledding. ‘‘I
started to cry and I said, ‘I’ll
never be able to climb up that
hill.’ ’’

‘‘And he lifted me up in his
strong, gentle arms and said
something I will never forget.
He said: ‘I know you can do it.
There is nothing that you can’t
do.’ ’’

Kennedy’s freshly excavat-
ed grave site was on a gently
sloping Virginia hillside,
flanked by a pair of maple
trees. His brother Robert,
killed in 1968 while running for
president, lies 30 meters
away. It is another 30 meters
to the eternal flame that has
burned since 1963 for John F.
Kennedy, president when he
was assassinated.

An oak cross, painted white,
marked the head of his grave,
and a flat marble footstone
bore the simple inscription
‘‘Edward Moore Kennedy
1932-2009.’’

McCarrick, archbishop
emeritus of Washington, read
from a letter from Kennedy to
Pope Benedict XVI, hand-de-
livered earlier by Obama. ‘‘I
know that I have been an im-
perfect human being, but with
the help of my faith, I have
tried to right my path,’’ the dy-
ing senator wrote. He wrote
the pontiff ‘‘with deep humility
to ask that you pray for me as
my own health declines.’’

The Vatican responded with
a letter that said ‘‘his Holiness
prays that . .  . you may be sus-
tained in faith and hope.’’

Hundreds lined nearby side-
walks, ignoring the rain, as
the funeral procession passed.

‘‘I said to myself this morn-
ing, ‘No matter what the
weather, I’m going, I don’t
care if I have to swim,’’ said
Lillian Bennett, 59.

Reflecting Kennedy’s role
as a peacemaker in Northern
Ireland was a delegation from
the troubled province: Shaun
Woodward, secretary of state;
Martin McGuinness, deputy
first minister; and Gerry Ad-
ams, leader of the Irish repub-
lican party Sinn Fein. Irish
Prime Minister Brian Cowen
and Sarah Brown, wife of Brit-
ish Prime Minister Gordon
Brown, also attended.

Kennedy’s widow, Vicki, his
sole surviving sibling, Jean,
and Robert Kennedy’s widow,
Ethel, arranged the cloth fu-
neral pall atop the coffin.

Democrats uncertain about extending Kennedy’s liberal legacy

Washington
THE WASHINGTON POST

------------------------------------------

Sen. Ted Kennedy’s col-
leagues say the question that
has been building since his
death Tuesday is not so much
who will replace him — no one
can. It is what lesson his brand
of liberalism holds for today’s
anxious Democrats.

Kennedy became a hero to
liberals for the certainty and
confidence he exuded in press-
ing their agenda, even when
Republicans were in ascen-
dance and ‘‘New Democrats’’
were arguing for moderation.

Today, though they control
Congress and the White
House, Democrats are suffer-
ing from a crisis of confidence.
Having spent years running
from the ‘‘liberal’’ label, many
fret over how far to push Ken-
nedy’s signal issue, health
care reform that will bring
medical insurance to every
American — which now is the
centerpiece of President Ba-
rack Obama’s domestic agen-
da.

Kennedy’s death has left
Democrats debating just what
made him so successful — his
public embrace of liberalism
or his political skills and the
relationships he built with op-
position lawmakers — and
about whether his approach
might be translated to help

Democrats regain their foot-
ing.

Ohio Sen. Sherrod Brown
wants Democrats to renew
their commitment to un-
abashed liberalism. ‘‘Voters
want the real thing,’’ he said.

Other Democrats say what
made Kennedy successful was
knowing when to compromise,
when to agree to terms that
fell short of expectations but
left room for later gains. ‘‘He
had this unerring sense of
what was the critical bottom
line for the people most in need
— what the key goal was you
were making progress on and
why you were at the table to
begin with,’’ said Robert
Greenstein, director of the
Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities.

As much as anyone, Kenne-
dy defined what an American
liberal was. A liberal believed
in social justice for the poor,
immigrants and other mar-
ginalized groups, and believed
government had a role in pro-
tecting them and ensuring
their opportunities. It was an
ideology forged in the New
Deal and civil rights era, and
was exemplified by Medicare,
Medicaid and Social Security.

The success of Kennedy’s
liberal approach waxed and
waned during his 46 years in
the Senate. He helped create
the Family and Medical Leave

Act and a vast health insur-
ance program for children.
But his efforts fell short on im-
migration reform and univer-
sal health care.

Some historians say Kenne-
dy’s success might not trans-
late for Democrats today, that
his appeal was created at a
time and place that made it
possible. Americans, they
say, generally embrace big
government only in dire cir-
cumstances — the Depres-
sion, World War II — or when
the collective sense of Ameri-
can exceptionalism is threat-
ened.

In this context, Kennedy’s
passing may represent the fi-
nal turn of a cycle of postwar
liberalism that rose when he
was a young man, when the So-
viet satellite Sputnik orbited
the Earth alone, when one of
his brothers declared a New
Frontier and the other assert-
ed a moral duty toward the
poor.

That Obama is having trou-
ble making the case for a more
active government — even fol-
lowing an unpopular Republi-
can presidency — shows the
limited appeal his liberalism
holds today, they say.

‘‘We have such a fundamen-
tal suspicion of government,’’
historian Robert Dallek said.
‘‘You hear it now: ‘I don’t want
the government involved in

Medicare,’ even though of
course it is.’’

Maryland Sen. Benjamin
Cardin said: ‘‘There are those
that have tried to paint Ameri-
can liberals as trying to copy
other countries’ systems or
moving toward socialism or
denying personal responsibili-
ty. Ted defined liberalism as
what made America a great
nation — that it took care of
those in need and helped pro-
vide opportunity for all.’’

A reservoir of opportunity in Central Eurasia
Marat Dzamanbaev
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY

AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE KYRGYZ

REPUBLIC TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the Inde-
pendence Day of the Kyrgyz
Republic, I would like to con-
vey through the
columns of The
Japan Times
my sincerest
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito
and Empress
Michiko, and the government
and people of Japan. I also
welcome this opportunity to
congratulate my countrymen
on this happy occasion.

I express my embassy’s ap-
preciation to our friends in Ja-
pan for their marvelous sup-
port and assistance in promot-
ing the good relations between
our two friendly peoples.

We represent a beautiful
country — Kyrgyzstan, locat-
ed in the heart of Central Eur-
asia. Imagine that in the
midst of the world-class Tien

Shan mountains, there exists
a democracy with great op-
portunities for diverse coop-
eration between our country
and other nations. The toler-
ant and educated Kyrgyz peo-
ple are known for their gener-
osity, friendliness and hospi-
tality.

For investors who are
looking to maximize profits
and minimize risk, there are
good reasons to select the
Kyrgyz Republic — a liberal
trade regime, full protection
of investments and unlimited
repatriation of profits, cur-
rency exchange freedom, low
business costs, an educated
workforce and direct access
to state authorities. It should
be added that the government
of the Kyrgyz Republic ex-
empted Japanese citizens
from needing an entry visa.

The Kyrgyz-Japan Busi-
ness Forum, with the partici-
pation of 20 Japan firms, and
50 Kyrgyz business compa-
nies and associations, took
place in Bishkek in February
this year.

It is hoped that such events

will establish an effective ba-
sis for cooperation and busi-
ness. The Japanese side was
represented by Sumitomo,
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Yanmar
and other companies. Kyr-
gyzstan was represented by
JSC Electrical stations, Ka-
ra-Balta mining plant, Bish-
kek machinery plant and oth-
er organizations.

Kyrgyz businessmen be-
lieve that the most profitable
spheres for investment and
trade-economic cooperation
with Japan are light industry,
small and midscale energet-
ics, mining and information
technology sectors.

Relations between our
countries developed very suc-
cessfully after the Kyrgyz Re-
public became independent in
1991. Diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries were
established Jan. 26, 1992. I
must emphasize that Kyrgyz-
stan has always distinguished
Japan in its foreign policy pri-
orities, and is committed to
strengthening cooperation on
the basis of mutual confi-
dence, strategic partnership

and support.
The last official visit of

H.E. Kurmanbek Bakiyev,
president of the Kyrgyz Re-
public, in November 2007, was
a clear token of how much im-
portance the government at-
taches to the relationship with
Japan, and it has given a
boost to enhancing coopera-
tion in all spheres of bilateral
relations.

A presidential election was
held in our country July 23
this year and President Baki-
yev was re-elected with some
76 percent of the vote.

The Embassy of the Kyrgyz
Republic to Japan welcomes
tourists, students and others
who wish to visit our country.
We provide complete infor-
mation and useful contacts at
various levels.

In my capacity as ambas-
sador of the Kyrgyz Republic
to Japan, I would like to reit-
erate my commitment to con-
tribute to the further
strengthening and develop-
ment of the ties of friendship
and cooperation between the
Kyrgyz Republic and Japan.

Do you think you
have a problem

with alcohol? Call
ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
(03) 3971-1471

www.aatokyo.org

Senate ‘workhorse’ embodied spirit of bipartisan negotiating
Washington
AP

------------------------------------------

Over nearly half a century,
Ted Kennedy watched his be-
loved Senate change from a
collegial boys’ club known for
bipartisan deal-cutting to a far
less friendly place dominated
by polarized parties where
broad compromise is a dying
art.

His death leaves the Senate
without one of its consummate
bridge-builders — possibly the
best-known and most respect-
ed of an ever-dwindling breed
of lawmakers willing and able
to reach across the political
aisle to strike bargains on big
issues.

It is also a reminder of a by-
gone era in what is often called
the world’s greatest delibera-
tive body, when coalition-
building was the rule, not the
exception — because it had to
be.

‘‘He’s one of the members
that was trained and came of

age in the Senate in the 1960s,
when each party was divided
into major factions, and so to
pass any major piece of legis-
lation, it took a real coalition
of some factions from the
Democratic Party and some
from the Republican Party.
There was no such thing as a
party-line vote in those days,’’
said Betty Koed, a Senate his-
torian.

Now an all-one-party vote —
or one with just a few defec-
tors from the other party — is
the norm.

Back then, conservative
Southerners were a force in
both parties, and liberal Dem-
ocrats and moderate Republi-
cans were smaller but often
powerful minorities that could
band together to get big things
— like civil rights laws —
done.

Kennedy was part of a gen-
eration of policymakers that
took those lessons into the
1980s and 1990s as both parties
began to solidify and strove to

forge agreements that could
transcend the ever-hardening
party lines.

‘‘A major element of that
tradition will be lost now’’ with
Kennedy’s death, Koed said.

Former Republican Sen.
Bob Dole of Kansas, who
served as his party’s leader
from 1985 to 1996, says Kenne-
dy’s style was firmly rooted in
the Senate of the past, where
liberals like him sometimes
had to strike unlikely bargains
to get things done, but is just
as relevant today. ‘‘Kennedy
understood, just like Ronald
Reagan used to tell me when I
was the leader, ‘I want it all,
but if I can get 70 percent, I’ll
run with it.’ That was sort of
Kennedy’s attitude — he knew
in the legislative process
you’ve got to allow some give
and take,’’ Dole said.

The lesson holds true today,
Dole said, as Democrats such
as Sen. Max Baucus of Mon-
tana and Republicans such as
Sen. Mike Enzi of Wyoming

search for the elusive middle
on a health care overhaul —
something Kennedy called
‘‘the cause of my life.’’

But few if any members of
today’s Senate have the kind of
reputation and respect Kenne-
dy did, which enabled him to
bring others along on difficult
issues, Dole said.

‘‘Kennedy had the aura and
the mystique. He didn’t have
to pay homage to anybody,’’
Dole said. ‘‘He could be very
independent and strike his
own deal, and you knew you ei-
ther went along with him o  r a
lot of the time (were going to)
be left out in the cold because
he was going to get a bill.’’

Kennedy was a strong parti-
san in his own right, but his ad-
versaries sought him out as a
quintessential Senate ‘‘work-
horse’’ — another quality that
senators, historians and aides
say is harder to find in today’s
Senate — who was willing to
help get something done.

‘‘He’d come over and say,

‘You know, we’ve got to get
some Republicans, and if you
can get me a couple or three I
can talk to, maybe we can get
a bill,’ ’’ Dole said. ‘‘You don’t
see a lot of that now.’’

Kennedy worked with for-
mer Republican Sen. Alan
Simpson of Wyoming on immi-
gration legislation in the 1980s
that Kennedy ultimately decid-
ed to vote against — but that
Simpson believes would never
have become law without Ken-
nedy’s initial collaboration.

‘‘As a legislator, you want to
find a legislator to work with,
not some guy who is just going
to give speeches and screw
you up. Kennedy was a master
legislator,’’ Simpson says in a
forthcoming biography of
Simpson by Don Hardy, his
former chief of staff.

‘‘The thing about the Senate
is, the giants are gone,’’ Simp-
son told Hardy. ‘‘Whether they
were Republican or Demo-
crat, they were giants in days
long past.’’

Three of a kind: Sen. Ted Kennedy (center) poses with his brothers Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and President John F.
Kennedy at the White House in Washington in 1962. AP
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