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Palau independence day

U.K.’s Brown stakes claim to center ground
Analysts skeptical disillusioned
middle class can be won back
Brighton England
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

British Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown appealed Tuesday
to disaffected middle-class
voters worn down by recession
and looking for change, in an
effort to avoid defeat in an
election next year. In a speech
to his ruling Labour Party’s
annual conference, he said the
government would get tough
both on the bonus culture at
banks and youngsters causing
trouble in city centers with a
return to the virtues of ‘‘fair-
ness and responsibility.’’

‘‘Call them middle-class
values, call them traditional
working class values, call
them family values, call them
all of these; these are the val-
ues of the mainstream majori-
ty,’’ he said.

His speech, the last to a con-
ference before an election ex-

pected next May, was portrayed
as an attempt to relaunch the
Labour Party, which in 12 years
in power presided over a boom-
ing economy before it crashed in
the financial crisis.

But analysts were dubious
whether Brown’s speech in the
English seaside resort of Brigh-
ton could win back skeptical
voters who are looking to the
opposition center-right Conser-
vative Party to bring change.

‘‘A couple of speeches at the
seaside on a particularly sunny
autumn day cannot disguise the
permafrost of long-term opin-
ion polls,’’ said Tony Travers,
politics professor at the London
School of Economics.

Brown also offered Britons
a referendum on reforming
their first-past-the-post elec-
toral system — a carrot to woo
the smaller opposition Liberal
Democrats if there is a hung
Parliament in the election.

Brown’s speech, televised
live, sought to win back disaf-
fected middle class voters who
turned to Labour under Tony
Blair, the former prime minis-
ter who won three elections be-
fore stepping aside in 2007.

Brown said Labour had been
right to pump billions into the
economy to combat the worst
recession since World War II
and said he would make a le-
gally binding commitment to

cut the record budget deficit in
half over the next four years.

Voters would be given the
chance to oust lawmakers who
broke rules on corruption, fol-
lowing a scandal this year over
their lavish expense claims.

Polls point to a big win for the
Conservatives — which would
be the first change of govern-
ment in Britain since 1997.

The latest opinion poll, re-
leased before the speech, put

Labour down in third place for
the first time since 1982, poll-
ster Ipsos Mori said.

The survey shows the main
Conservative opposition party
on 36 percent, the left-leaning
Liberal Democrats on 25 per-
cent and Labour on 24 percent.

Conservative Party Chair-
man Eric Pickles said Brown
had failed to admit the govern-
ment had run out of money.

‘‘This was a speech with no

vision and no argument — just
a long shopping list with no
price tag,’’ he said.

The Liberal Democrats
called the announcements ‘‘a
hotchpotch of the ineffective
and the ill-thought-through, re-
hashed press releases, copied
ideas and humiliating U-turns.’’

The speech went down well
with party activists and union
leaders at the conference.

‘‘He said what needed to be
said really. He’s made a very
clear break between what La-
bour has done over the econo-
my compared with the Conser-
vatives,’’ said Mark Player, a
Labour Party member from
Chelmsford, eastern England.

Political analysts highlight-
ed the attacks on Conservative
leader David Cameron, 42,
who has never held high office.

‘‘It is inexperience versus fi-
nancial gravitas. They are go-
ing for Cameron in quite a big
way, it’s almost getting person-
a  l .  .  . but I think he just about
got away with it,’’ said Jona-
than Tonge, head of politics at
Liverpool University.

Sun dumps Labour after 12 years, cuddles up to Tories
London AFP-JIJI

Prime Minister Gordon Brown lost the support of
Britain’s top-selling daily newspaper on
Wednesday, dealing a new blow to his already
slim re-election hopes.

Under the front-page headline ‘‘Labour’s lost
it,’’ The Sun said it was switching its allegiance to
the opposition Conservatives for next year’s poll
after backing Labour for the past three elections.

‘‘Twelve years ago, Britain was crying out for
change from a divided, exhausted government.
Today we are there again,’’ the tabloid said.

The Sun’s support is considered by strategists of
both major parties as crucial to winning over voters.

Tony Blair made it a priority to woo Sun owner
Rupert Murdoch in the runup to the 1997 election
in which his revamped Labour Party toppled the
Conservatives. The paper maintained its support
for the 2001 and 2005 polls.

The rest of the press agreed it was probably
Brown’s last conference speech as prime minister.

‘‘It was full of reminders of the good Labour has
done, but little was bold enough to turn the hostile
tide,’’ columnist Polly Toynbee wrote in The
Guardian, traditionally a Labour-supporting
newspaper. ‘‘What you see is what you get — and
the voters have seen it, they get it and they don’t
much like it.’’

Historic bonds cement true friendship
Johnson Toribiong
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

----------------------------------------

Oct. 1 marks the 15th
anniversary of our
independence as a sovereign
nation, and so we invite our
friends from all over the world to
join us as we rejoice and
celebrate the sovereignty and
independence that we achieved
after a long and arduous journey
through our history. And so we
most cordially invite the people
of Japan, with whom we shared
an unforgettable historical
experience, to celebrate this
special day with us.

In this regard it should be
noted that after my inauguration
in January as president of the
Republic of Palau, I made my
first officially recognized state
visit to Japan on behalf of the
people of Palau to pay our
respect, and offer our friendship
and gratitude to the government
and people of Japan for their

generous support and
assistance extended to us over
the years, particularly since our
independence in 1994. We are
most grateful to Japan for its
support and assistance to Palau
in many forms, including
technical and humanitarian
assistance offered by its
volunteers, infrastructure
improvements and private
investments, to the Japanese
tourists who grace our islands,
which together have given

significant impetus to our
economic advancement.

Knowing that Japan will join
us in the spirit of friendship as
we celebrate the 15th
anniversary of our sovereignty
and independence, the
historical significance of our
Independence Day will truly be
enriched.

Finally, on behalf of the
government and people of the
Republic of Palau, I extend to
Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama
our congratulations and best
wishes, with the hope that he
will find time during his term to
visit our island nation of Palau
as our most welcome, special
guest.

May God bless Japan and
the Republic of Palau.

Palau, Japan: true partners on the
road to development, prosperity
Dr. Minoru Francisco Xavier Ueki
AMBASSADOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

------------------------------------------

On the occasion of the 15th an-
niversary of the independence
of the Republic
of Palau, I ex-
tend, on behalf
of the people of
Palau, cordial
and respectful
greetings to
Their Imperial
Majesties Em-
peror Akihito and Empress
Michiko, as well as to the gov-
ernment and people of Japan.

I also convey our most cor-
dial greetings and congratula-
tions to Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama, and members of
his Cabinet.

We celebrate this day every
year to recommit ourselves to
continue efforts to build Pa-
lau, to make it a progressive,
prosperous and self-
sustaining nation as envi-
sioned by our founding fa-
thers.

Since Palau’s independence
on Oct. 1, 1994, Japan had been

a major development partner
and generous benefactor,
making extensive contribu-
tions that include installation
of needed capital infrastruc-
ture facilities and providing
various humanitarian ser-
vices that are crucial for de-
velopment.

Palau values highly this
warm partnership with Japan,
and shares remarkable ties in
history, values and interest.
Palau served as the headquar-
ters of Japan’s administration
of the South Seas prior to World
War II and had accelerated de-
velopment. Consequently, Pa-
lauan culture and customs ex-
hibit the noticeable influence of
Japanese practices, and the
people have affinity toward the
Japanese.

Palau is a thriving democ-
racy under the new and dy-
namic leadership of H.E.
President Johnson Toribiong.
President Toribiong is the
eighth president of Palau. He
was elected in November 2008
and inaugurated in January
2009. The president is popular-

ly elected every four years in a
nationwide election along with
members of the Palau Nation-
al Congress. The congress is a
bicameral body consisting of
the Senate, with 13 senators
elected at large, and the House
of Delegates, with 16 delegates
elected among the 16 states.

Palau faces the daunting
challenge of expanding its
economy, which is primarily
dependent on tourism, to a
self-sustaining level. To accel-
erate expansion of the private
sector to stimulate economic
growth, President Toribiong
has extended a standing invi-
tation to any interested busi-
ness people, companies and
investors to invest in Palau. In
this connection, I welcome
readers of The Japan Times to
visit Palau. The Embassy of
the Republic of Palau stands
ready to assist any prospec-
tive investor and interested
visitors to explore investment
opportunities.

May God bless beautiful Ja-
pan and its people, the Repub-
lic of Palau and its people. Seat of government: An aerial view of the Palau Capitol complex

Island hopping: The Koror-Meyuns Causeway SIM ADELBAI

The Sun ain’t gonna shine anymore: British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown addresses the faithful at the Labour Party
conference in Brighton on Tuesday. AFP-JIJI

Ngardmau Falls: At 37 meters wide and cascading 30 meters
down, the waterfall is the largest in Micronesia.
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