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day of German unity

German Embassy in Tokyo holds Berlin Wall anniversary photo exhibition
To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall, the German Embassy in Tokyo is holding a photo
exhibition using its perimeter wall through Nov. 27.

The fall of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9, 1989, which led to
German reunification, was a historic event for the whole world
in the 20th century as it was a significant step toward ending
East-West confrontation.

The exhibition shows photos of the wall from its
construction to fall and to the present, and related events
during the period. Photos are exhibited on the wall
surrounding the embassy, south of Arisugawanomiya
Memorial Park in Minami Azabu.

The embassy is located at 4-5-10, Minami Azabu, Minato
Ward, Tokyo, a five-minute walk from Exit 1 of Hiroo Station.

The exhibited photos are also on the embassy’s Web site
at www.tokyo.diplo.de

A time to look back, celebrate while
planning for the challenges ahead
Hans-Joachim Daerr
AMBASSADOR OF GERMANY

------------------------------------------

Today we Germans celebrate
the Day of German Unity, Oct.
3, 1990. On that day, after 40
years of parti-
tion, the former
East Germany,
a product of
World War II
and the Cold
War, joined the
Federal Repub-
lic of Germany.
Earlier this year, on May 23,
we celebrated the 60th anni-
versary of our now common
constitution, which was draft-
ed and adopted in 1949 by a
parliamentary assembly that

could not represent all of Ger-
many.

And in a few weeks time, on
Nov. 9, we will again have rea-
son to celebrate:

Twenty years have passed
since the fall of the Berlin
Wall, which was the starting
point of the process toward
German reunification. And
this, indeed, is a cause of cele-
bration for all of us since it
changed the world by ending
the division of Europe and
East-West confrontation
worldwide, the negative ef-
fects of which spared almost
no country. We Germans will
always remember with grati-
tude the decisive role some of
our Eastern neighbors and

now partners within the Euro-
pean Union played in prepar-
ing the ground for the fall of
the Berlin Wall.

Many Japanese today have
vivid memories of that histori-
cal event and around 9,100
Japanese cherry trees donat-
ed by them embellish the re-
united city of Berlin. Here in
Tokyo we are using the outside
of the wall surrounding our
embassy premises to display a
photographic documentation
of the construction, the suffer-
ing caused, the opening and
the demolition of the Berlin
Wall.

Although in the 1990s the
growing together of the two
Germanys absorbed some of

our political attention and
much of our financial resourc-
es, the energies freed by the
end of confrontation and exis-
tential threats allowed us to
move faster toward consider-
ably reinforced European in-
tegration, international coop-
eration, and the shouldering
by our country of an adequate
share of global responsibili-
ties. As a donor of official de-
velopment assistance (ODA),
Germany is second only to the
U.S. and more than 8,000 Ger-
man soldiers are engaged in
U.N.-led, U.N.-mandated or
other peace operations world-
wide.

While we can look back with
some pride, the challenges
ahead are looming large. Ja-
pan and Germany have been
hit especially hard by the
worldwide financial and eco-
nomic crisis. It did not origi-
nate in our countries, but we
have to overcome it, together
with other partners, by coordi-
nated programs of economic
stimulation, the defense of
free trade and measures that
will hopefully prevent the re-
currence of such a crisis.

At the same time, we cannot
afford to neglect the longer-
term global problems like
peace and stability, energy se-
curity, climate change, world
health issues and disaster pre-
vention. Everywhere Japan
and Germany have an impor-
tant role to play, and coopera-
tion will allow us to shoulder
these challenges more effec-
tively, from arms control to
energy saving, from develop-
ment cooperation to nonprolif-
eration and from the eradica-
tion of diseases to environ-
ment protection.

The joint action of Japan

and Germany on the global
stage should be complement-
ed by giving advice and help to
each other with regard to the
internal key issues of our re-
spective societies like coping
with the effects of a quickly
aging population, attaining
economic growth through R &
D-based innovation, adapting
education and training to the
needs of the 21st century, as
well as redefining the balance
between the public and pri-
vate sectors or between cen-
tral government and regional
autonomy. The potential of the
Japan-Germany partnership
is huge and largely untapped.

I would like to avail myself
of this opportunity to thank Ja-
pan for its friendship, which

we in the Federal Republic of
Germany have enjoyed
throughout the last 60 years.
In particular, we will always
remember the support and
sympathy from the Japanese
government and people for
German reunification. We
look forward to further deep-
ening our friendship with Ja-
pan and to pass it on to youn-
ger generations. I am con-
vinced that there is a
multitude of fields in which we
can successfully cooperate.

Finally, on behalf of all Ger-
mans living in Japan, I would
like to thank the Japanese peo-
ple for their overwhelming
hospitality. We feel welcome
in your country and — indeed
— at home.

Anniversary celebration: The European Youth Festival ‘‘Ten Years Without The Wall’’ in Berlin in 1999 BUNDESREGIERUNG/STUTTERHEIM

Turning point: The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989
BUNDESREGIERUNG/LEHNARTZ

Blossoming friendship: Japanese cherry trees in Berlin SENATSVERWALTUNG FUER STADTENTWICKLUNG BERLIN

GERMAN EMBASSY/KOHEI SUDO
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day of German unity/world

Energy efficiency becoming the
new boom industry in Germany
Manfred Hoffmann
DELEGATE OF GERMAN INDUSTRY

AND COMMERCE IN JAPAN

------------------------------------------

The new Japanese govern-
ment under Prime Minister
Yukio Hatoyama has an-
nounced a strong emphasis on,
and significant goals in the
fields of cli-
mate change
and environ-
mental protec-
tion. Therefore
resource sav-
ing and energy
efficiency will
become even
more important issues in Ja-
pan for politics and compa-
nies than ever before. Since
these topics have dominated
public discussion in Germa-
ny for a long time, and are
consistently of high impor-
tance and priority for Ger-
man politics, companies and
scientific institutions in Ger-
many have been motivated
even more to make consider-
able and successful efforts to
develop future-oriented solu-
tions in this field.

The similarities the two
countries share make them
logical partners in solving
many of the challenges of the
future. Lessons can be learned
from each other, strengths
should be combined.

The move toward sustain-
ability is not only a necessity
for future generations, it
makes economic sense. In the
current economic crisis both
nations have recognized the
potential of energy efficiency
as a driver for future growth
so that eventually their econo-
mies will emerge from the
downturn even stronger than
before. In Germany, energy
efficiency is proving to be a
key to new opportunities for a
number of industries.

Not only can companies
achieve significant energy
savings through cutting-edge
production techniques, innova-
tions have made it possible to
use energy that is wasted. Ac-
cording to a McKinsey study in
Germany, market gains of 2.1
trillion euros by 2020 and ener-
gy-cost reductions of 53 billion
euros annually can be
achieved in Germany alone by
new energy-efficiency tech-
niques. This corresponds with
the possibility of creating more
than 850,000 new jobs. For a
high-tech economy like Japan,
benefits could be equally
promising.

In Germany, the energy-ef-
ficiency sector has further
strengthened the ‘‘Made in
Germany’’ label, which stands
for quality and efficiency.
Germany has invested heavily
in energy efficiency through-
out the economic downturn —
creating a 50 billion euro in-
dustry in the meantime —
which is expected to open up
significant opportunities for
companies large and small.
Smart metering, insulation
systems, insulated glazing,
heating and cooling technolo-
gies, efficient home applianc-
es, energy-saving lamps, as
well as cogeneration systems,
pumps and compressed air
systems are the energy-effi-
ciency segment’s most attrac-
tive areas for investment.

Industries such as ICT and
microelectronics have much
to gain from this budding field.
Double-digit growth rates in
the energy-efficiency sector
are expected in the coming
years, which can be witnessed
by the 15 percent annual
growth rate of the workforce
in energy efficiency-related
jobs in Germany.

The development of this rel-
atively new industry came as
a logical consequence of the
nation’s thriving renewable
energies and resources sector.
As the global leader in wind
and solar energy, it quickly
became clear that the future
depends not only on finding
new sources of energy, but al-
so on reducing and fully har-
nessing the energy that we
use. Unwavering government
support, and clear and ambi-
tious objectives have helped
companies thrive, not to men-
tion generous incentives that
can cover up to half of a com-
pany’s initial investment
costs. Once companies invest
here, they are greeted by Ger-
many’s highly qualified, well-
trained workforce that can
add a further boost to any
company’s business activities.

For all those interested in
this topic, the fifth Japan-Ger-
many Industry Forum in To-
kyo on Nov. 18 will showcase
the best business opportuni-
ties in Germany to Japanese
decision makers. Under the
theme ‘‘Energy Efficiency:
The New Booming Market —
Business Opportunities in
Germany,’’ this year’s confer-
ence will focus on opportuni-
ties for increased engagement
by Japanese companies in this
dynamic new industry.

Germany Trade & Invest,
the foreign trade and inward
investment promotion agency
of the Federal Republic of
Germany, will have represen-
tatives on hand to highlight in-
vestment opportunities in Eu-
rope’s largest market, demon-
strate how Japanese
companies can benefit from
doing business in Germany
and show how it can facilitate
entrance into this multibillion-
euro industry (For more infor-
mation on the event, see
www.gtai.com/ho m e p a g e / i n f o -
s e r v i c e / e v e n t s / 5 t h - j  a  p  a  n  -
germany-industry-forum-2009).

Furthermore, Japanese
companies should take advan-
tage of Germany’s leading in-
dustrial exhibitions, many of
which offer a quickly growing
focus on energy efficiency for
their respective industry or
products. Ecology and in par-
ticular energy efficiency were
among the main themes at last
month’s IFA, the world’s main
business event for consumer
electronics and home appli-
ances, which takes place ev-
ery September in Berlin. Man-
ufacturers from Japan and
Germany attracted a high lev-
el of media attention for their
newly developed domestic ap-
pliances that make very eco-
nomical use of electricity and
water, thereby helping con-
sumers to save money.

Trade fairs such as the IFA
are the perfect place for Japa-
nese companies not only to
study the latest industry
trends in Europe but to intro-
duce new products and solu-
tions to a truly international
audience (For more informa-
tion on trade fairs in Germa-
ny, visit www.auma.de or
www.fairs-germany.jp).

Energy efficiency is rapidly
becoming a new key element in
Japanese-German business re-
lations. In a recent survey
among 100 German companies
active in Japan, the majority
of respondents welcomed the
stricter environmental goals
planned by the new Hatoyama
administration and expect a
positive impact on their busi-
ness in Japan because the
firms have much to offer. Co-
operation between companies
as well as research institutions
in energy efficiency will fur-
ther strengthen our economic
and scientific ties. Together,
Japan and Germany have the
potential to set worldwide stan-
dards as a vanguard in this
promising new field.

Justices delayed: Judges stand in line on their way to
Westminster Abbey for a ceremony on Thursday to mark the
start of the new legal year in England and Wales. AFP-JIJI

Party on: Top: Oktoberfest visitors sleep at a subway station in Munich on Sept. 26. Above left, a woman in traditional Bavarian
clothing exhales cigarette smoke at the beer festival on Thursday. Above right, an alleged Taliban spokesman threatens
terrorist attacks against Germany from an unknown location in a frame grab released Sept. 25. REUTERS, AFP-JIJI, AP

Sigmar Gabriel

Germans
shrug off
Islamist
threats
Munich
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

‘‘Maybe the terrorists should
come down and have a drink
with us,’’ suggested Bob Kal-
man as he enjoyed a beer in
one of the huge tents at Ger-
many’s world-famous Okto-
berfest in Munich this week.

‘‘It might solve a few of the
world’s problems if people got
talking,’’ opined the 30-year-
old marketing manager, origi-
nally from the Scottish city of
Glasgow but looking very Ger-
man in his lederhosen.

A string of threats against
Germany by Islamic militants
in the runup to last Sunday’s
general election has prompted
security to be stepped up
around the country, including
at Oktoberfest in the Bavarian
capital. Police in the southern
state say that since Sept. 19, six
videos have surfaced on the In-
ternet threatening attacks un-
less Germany withdraws its
4,200 troops from Afghanistan.

In one of the videos, a man
calling himself Ajjub, speaking
in German, said it was only a
matter of time ‘‘before jihad de-
stroys German walls.’’

Photos of famous German
sites and events then appear in
the video, including Berlin’s
Brandenburg Gate, Cologne’s
cathedral — and Munich’s Ok-
toberfest.

In another, a German Is-
lamist originally from Bonn
called Bekkay Harrach, or
Abu Talha al-Almani, says:
‘‘The time is ripe for Germany
to finally understand that Af-
ghanistan is not Germany’s
17th state. Nor is it a beer tent
to celebrate Oktoberfest in all
year round.’’

At Oktoberfest, which every
year attracts around 6 million
visitors from all over the
world, armed police were
searching people as they came
in, and cars were banned from
parking nearby.

Private security guards
were also searching people’s
bags as they entered the festi-
val’s immense tents, and once
inside there was a visible secu-
rity presence. There was also
a large number of surveil-
lance cameras.

Part of the security operation

includes closer surveillance on
Germany’s Muslim community
and German converts, with Mu-
nich police saying on Monday
they were detaining two sus-
pected Islamists until Oktober-
fest ends on Sunday.

Police last week carried out
20 raids in five of Germany’s 16

states on suspected Islamists, a
spokeswoman for Munich pros-
ecutors office said Sunday.

But drinkers were not let-
ting any of this spoil their fun.

‘‘People are having just as
good a time as they have always
done, ’’ said Susanne Seitz, 30, a
communications manager from

Munich in a black dirndl, a tra-
ditional southern German
dress. ‘‘On a lighter side, police
have virtually stopped fining
people for being drunk on their
bikes or not having their lights
on while cycling — they seem to
be more preoccupied with
catching terrorists.’’

Gabriel set to lead Social Democrats
Berlin
AP

------------------------------------------

Leaders of Germany’s belea-
guered Social Democrats
have decided that outgoing
Environment Minister Sig-
mar Gabriel should take the
helm of the center-left party
as it regroups in opposition, a
party official said Thursday.

The shakeup follows a di-
sastrous election defeat Sun-
day that ended the party’s 11
years in government.

The leadership will propose
to a party conference in No-
vember that the 50-year-old
Gabriel become the new chair-
man, a party official said on
condition of anonymity be-

cause the proposal has not yet
formally been made.

Gabriel, a flexible and prag-
matic centrist, won respect
for his performance as envi-
ronment minister in conserva-
tive Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel’s outgoing ‘‘grand coali-
tion.’’ He previously served as
governor of Lower Saxony
state.

In a largely forgettable
election campaign, Gabriel
aggressively defended a plan
to shut down Germany’s 17 nu-
clear power plants by 2021,
which may be halted under
Merkel’s incoming center-
right government.

Gabriel would replace
Franz Muentefering, who has

indicated he will step down.
Merkel’s defeated challenger,
outgoing Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
was elected head of the party’s
parliamentary group but de-
cided against seeking the par-
ty leadership.

The new leader will face the
task of winning back voters
turned off by labor market and
welfare-state reforms that the
Social Democrats introduced
under ex-Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder.

He will face pressure to
reach a truce with the Left
Party, a fusion of ex-commu-
nists with other hardline left-
ists that was founded in 2005,
partly in response to those re-

forms. The Social Democrats
so far have ruled out a nation-
al government with the Left
Party, citing among other
things its foreign policy
stances — which include a

call for German troops’ im-
mediate withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan. That, however,
seriously limits their chances
of winning back the chancel-
lery.

British Supreme Court sworn in
London
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

British constitutional history
was made Thursday as judges
in a new Supreme Court were
sworn in, replacing the House
of Lords as Britain’s highest
appeal tribunal.

Ending a centuries-old judi-
cial quirk, 11 new justices took
their oaths of office in the new
Supreme Court of the United
Kingdom, housed in a Gothic
building just across from the
Houses of Parliament.

Although largely symbolic,
the move — which will also see
television cameras allowed into
court for the first time — should
make the administration of jus-
tice more transparent, politi-
cians and judges say.

‘‘This is important. It em-
phasizes the independence of
the judiciary, clearly separat-
ing those who make the law
from those who administer it,’’
said Lord Nicholas Phillips,
president of the new court.

‘‘As Justices of the Su-
preme Court, we will be more
visible to the public than we
ever were when sitting as

members of the House of
Lords.’’

Since 1876, the role of final
court of appeal for England,
Wales and Northern Ireland
has been performed by the Law
Lords, a House of Lords com-
mittee made up of top judges.

Before then, it was the job of
ordinary peers who contempo-
rary commentators said were
often unfamiliar with the law
— and keener on drinking at
gentlemen’s clubs than hear-
ing complex cases.

Although the Law Lords’ in-
dependence was not in ques-
tion, in recent years ministers
and many top lawyers came to
believe that separating the ju-
diciary, Parliament and the
executive was important for
the sake of clarity.

The decision was made by
the Labour government
which, when Tony Blair was
prime minister, also made re-
forms such as cutting the num-
ber of hereditary peers in the
House of Lords and devolving
power to Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

Some commentators say
that creating the Supreme

Court could make it easier for
the government to push its
constitutional reform agenda
even further — by making the
House of Lords fully elected.

‘‘Moving the Law Lords out
of the House would remove
one of the major barricades to
creating an elected House of
Lords, which (Justice Secre-
tary) Jack Straw is keen on do-

ing,’’ said Paul Stone, a senior
partner with solicitors DLA
Piper.

‘‘So, the creation of a new
Supreme Court could be less
about a change in the way our
legal system operates and
more about a potential shift to-
ward a massive change in our
parliamentary structure.’’

The new Supreme Court

Justices are in fact the same
men who had until now been
called Law Lords — minus
their wigs, but still keeping
their robes, in which they pro-
cessed across Parliament
Square on Thursday.

They will remain members
of the House of Lords but will
be disqualified from sitting or
voting there until they retire
from the Supreme Court. New-
ly appointed judges will not
have a seat in Parliament.

The new tribunal will cost
£14 million ($22 million) a year
to run, including the salaries
of the judges and the upkeep of
the building.

But critics including Mark
Wallace of the TaxPayers Alli-
ance, which campaigns for low-
er taxes, question the price tag.

Wallace also noted that,
since Britain is a member of the
European Union, the Supreme
Court’s rulings can be over-
turned by the European Court
of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

‘‘The irony is that despite all
the money and all the pomp, it
won’t really be supreme — Eu-
ropean law will still overrule
it,’’ he said.

Getting acquainted: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Japan’s new Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama talk at the G-20 summit in Pittsburgh, Pa., on Sept. 25. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF GERMANY
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