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Accused: Former South
African police chief Jackie
Selebi says he is the victim of
a political conspiracy. AFP-JIJI

Flexing some muscle: A group of Iranian Arabs in the Basij militia, affiliated with the Revolutionary Guard, march in a military
parade just outside Tehran on Sept. 22, marking the 29th anniversary of the start of the 1980-1988 Iraq-Iran war. AP

Sanctions good for Revolutionary Guard
Measures push
more power
into hands of
Iran’s elite force

ANALYSIS
------------------------------------------

Tarek el-Tablawy
Cairo
AP

------------------------------------------

Tougher sanctions against
Iran that the U.S. and its allies
are considering to pressure it
over its nuclear program
might only strengthen its
hardline president and the
Revolutionary Guard, boost-
ing the elite force’s economic
and political muscle, experts
warn.

The Revolutionary Guard
has worked its way into virtu-
ally all aspects of Iran’s econo-
my, from banks to manufac-
turing to the oil sector, and it is
believed to have a hand in the
country’s black market. Isola-
tion under sanctions could
push even more of the econo-
my into the corps’ hands.

‘‘A lot of companies that
have invested in the economy
are linked to the Revolution-
ary Guard,’’ said Alireza Na-
der, an Iran expert with the
RAND Corp. ‘‘You can make
the argument that if you scare
away foreign investors, you
are strengthening the Guard.’’

The Revolutionary Guard
was created after the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution as an ideo-
logical bulwark to defend
Iran’s clerical rule. The
120,000-strong elite force con-
trols Iran’s missile program
and has its own ground, naval
and air units.

The United States and Euro-
pean countries have warned of
tougher sanctions if negotia-
tions with Iran that began this
month do not bring progress.
Calls are also mounting from
the U.S. Congress for more
sanctions, including possibly a
ban on exports of gasoline to
Iran.

Sanctions would likely hurt
the Revolutionary Guard’s
businesses, but they could also
fuel the corps’ expansion in the
economy. Amid a privatiza-
tion campaign in Iran in past
years, Guard-linked compa-

nies have won tens of billions
in no-bid government con-
tracts under President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad, himself
an alumnus.

Most recently, a consortium
linked to the Revolutionary
Guard, Etemad-e-Mobin,
bought a 50 percent stake in
the country’s newly privatized
telecommunications compa-
ny. The deal was valued at $7.8
billion.

The corps’ engineering
arm, Khatam al-Anbia, is one
of the country’s largest enter-
prises. It has stakes in mining,
telecommunications, dam
construction, and the oil and
gas sector.

Also, the corps controls nu-
merous jetties and ports, and
much of the smuggling of
goods already banned by the
U.S. into Iran — as well as al-
cohol and drugs for the black
market — is run with at least
implicit approval of the force,
experts say. Under sanctions,
the underground economy

would increase and funnel
more money to them.

‘‘They will gain further con-
trol of who gets what inside
Iran. And that will empower
them,’’ said Djavad Salehi-Is-
fahani, an economist at Vir-
ginia Tech University and a
guest scholar at the Brookings
Institution.

Greater power for the Revo-
lutionary Guard would have a
political impact as well.

Its increasingly dominant
role has already brought criti-
cism from some in the tradi-
tional clerical leadership that
Iran is moving away from its
Islamic Republic ideals to-
ward a more militaristic soci-
ety. The country’s turmoil af-
ter the disputed June 12 presi-
dential  election has
highlighted the split, as some
in the clergy have backed re-

formists against the Revolu-
tionary Guard-supported Ah-
madinejad.

‘‘The divisions you see with-
in Iran right now are particu-
larly motivated by clergy ap-
prehension about the Guards,’’
said Nader, pointing to eco-
nomic competition between
the traditional elite and a new

elite dominated by the Revolu-
tionary Guard.

Washington and its allies
accuse Iran of seeking to de-
velop a nuclear weapon, a
claim Iran denies. They are
threatening to seek U.N. sanc-
tions if Iran does not make
concessions, though heavy
sanctions could be blocked by
Russia and China. If that hap-
pens, the U.S. would likely im-
pose its own sanctions and try
to bring as many of its allies as
possible on board.

Analysts question whether
such steps would push Iran to
compromise on its nuclear
ambitions, saying past sanc-
tions imposed by Washington
and the United Nations on Lib-
ya and Iraq, for example,
largely failed to do more than
strengthen nationalist and an-
ti-Western sentiment. Iran
presents an even bigger chal-
lenge. Its economy is larger
and more diversified than
those of Iraq and Libya.

U.S. officials say they know
sanctions must be carefully
targeted to avoid boosting the
Revolutionary Guard. I  n a
briefing to a U.S. Senate com-
mittee, Treasury Undersecre-
tary Stewart Levey said the
corps ‘‘seeks to monopolize
black-market trade of popular
items, funneling the proceeds
from these transactions
through a patronage system
and using them to help subsi-
dize the government’s support
for terrorist groups.’’

Members of Congress have

floated ideas including sanc-
tioning companies that export
gasoline to Iran, tightening fi-
nancial restrictions and im-
posing travel bans on Iranian
officials.

The gasoline sanction and
the financial restrictions are
the most likely to hurt Iran.

Although it is one of the
world’s top oil exporters, Iran
lacks the refining capacity to
meet domestic demand and
must import more than 30 per-
cent of its fuel needs. Ahmad-
inejad’s government has had
to ration gasoline and take oth-
er steps to cut consumption,
sparking riots in 2007.

Oil Minister Masoud Mirka-
zemi recently said the govern-
ment was considering cutting
the allotment of gas Iranians
get at subsidized prices to 55 li-
ters a month, down from 100 li-
ters, the ISNA news agency re-
ported. Such a move would
likely further anger Iranians,
already struggling in a falter-
ing economy.

RAND’s Nader said fuel im-
port sanctions ‘‘could serious-
ly hurt Iran and its economy’’
but cast doubt on whether that
would force the regime to back
down.

‘‘This is a government that
has shown it can handle great
pressure by resorting to intim-
idation and violence,’’ he said,
referring to the government’s
fierce postelection crackdown
on opposition protests.

New financial restrictions
would build on existing U.S.
sanctions that seek to cut off
Iran’s access to outside financ-
ing and banks.

Those sanctions have so far
been the most effective. The
Iranian Labor News Agency
reported last month that the
debt of the country’s 11 state-
run banks to the Central Bank
surged tenfold over the past
four years, exceeding $32 bil-
lion. That indicates these
banks, which include the Rev-
olutionary Guard-linked Bank
Melli, are being forced to
shoulder a bigger burden as
access to foreign capital
grows tougher.

‘‘The overall purpose is not
to totally isolate Iran,’’ said
Michael Jacobson, a sanctions
expert at the Washington In-
stitute for Near East Policy.
‘‘The overall purpose is to
raise the costs of doing busi-
ness. That’s a more realistic
goal, a more achievable goal.’’

Money, ambition said to be two reasons why U.S. leads in Nobels

Stockholm
AP

------------------------------------------

At a time when some had be-
gun to question how long
America’s pre-eminence in
science and diplomacy could
last, nine of the 11 nominees
who won or shared this year’s
Nobels, five prizes handed out
so far are American.

On Monday, the economics
prize will be announced, and
Americans are the favorites.

The chief of the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Sciences sees
two big reasons for the U.S.
dominance in science: money
and ambition.

Gunnar Oquist, permanent
secretary of the group that
picks the chemistry and phys-
ics winners, cited a U.S. will-
ingness to pour money into re-
search and an eye for the big
breakthrough, as opposed to
incremental steps forward.

However, Alan Leshner,

chief executive officer of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science, not-
ed that Nobels are generally
given for work that is a decade
old or more, and that the U.S.
must not become complacent.

U.S. strength reflects feder-
al financial support since
World War II, but it has flat-
tened out or declined while
other countries are investing
heavily in their own scientific
research, he said.

While Americans lag in cat-
egories such as literature,
they hold more than 40 percent
of the physics, chemistry and
medicine awards.

Jeremy Berg, director of
the National Institute of Gen-
eral Medical Sciences, said
ample federal money gives
American scientists confi-
dence they can tackle daunt-
ing problems without feeling
pressured to produce fast re-
sults or lose funding.

Gunnar Karlstrom, a chem-
istry professor at Lund Uni-
versity in Sweden, said high
salaries for researchers make
the U.S. attractive to foreign
scientists.

Ulf Lagerkvist, professor of
medical biochemistry at Swe-
den’s University of Goteborg,
insisted that even though the
prizes may have been award-
ed to many U.S. citizens, the
award is in fact ‘‘to a very high
degree international.’’

‘‘The Americans have prov-
en very good at recruiting
from around the whole world,’’
he said, noting that they offer
both better research opportu-
nities and funding. ‘‘It’s in-
credibly much easier to get
money from the American
Congress than it is from equiv-
alent institutions in Europe,’’
he said.

Europe and Asia have their
share of Nobel Prizes, but of
the 816 winners since the first

awards were made in 1901, 309
have been American. The next
closest is Britain, with some
114 winners.

The European Union’s exec-
utive body has weighed in on
the debate. A new EU-com-
missioned report says Europe
lags well behind Japan and the
U.S. in funding for research
and development as well as
higher education. It suggests
targets for 2030 of more than
doubling research and devel-
opment funding to 5 percent of
gross domestic product, and
tripling spending on higher ed-
ucation to 3.3 percent of GDP.

It says EU countries too of-
ten prefer funding projects
within their borders instead of
contributing to others with
bigger potential.

Professor John Wood, head
of the group that wrote the re-
port, said, ‘‘We cannot have 27
member states playing small
games everywhere.’’

IN BRIEF
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Argentine media law approved
Buenos Aires AP

Argentina’s Senate on Saturday overwhelmingly approved a
law that will transform the nation’s media landscape, and
President Cristina Fernandez quickly signed it into law.

Senators voted by a surprisingly high 44-24 margin for the
law, celebrating the end of dictatorship-era rules that enabled a
few companies to dominate Argentine media. Opponents say it
instead gives the government too much power and will curtail
freedom of speech. They say it simply replaces a media
oligopoly with a state monopoly — and will enable investors with
close ties to the president to snap up media properties at low
prices in forced sales.

The new law preserves two-thirds of the radio and TV
spectrum for noncommercial stations, and requires channels to
use more Argentine content. It also forces Grupo Clarin, the
country’s leading media company, to sell off many of its
properties. The new imposes more-frequent licensing
approvals, and requires that at least 70 percent of radio content
and 60 percent of TV content be produced in Argentina.

Honduras ditches coup amnesty
Tegucigalpa  AFP-JIJI, AP

Deposed Honduran President Manuel Zelaya and the interim
government agreed Saturday to create a joint Cabinet and ditch
amnesty for coup leaders, one of the ousted leader’s negotiators
said.

But both measures depend on Zelaya’s return to the
presidency, still far from certain four months into the standoff
that emerged from the June 28 coup.

The formation of a national unity government and amnesty
for crimes linked to the coup were two key points of the San Jose
reconciliation agenda set out in August, the central tenet of
which calls for Zelaya’s return to office.

Honduras’ interim leaders put in place new rules Saturday
that threaten broadcasters with closure for airing reports that
‘‘attack national security,’’ further restricting media freedom
after the closure of two opposition stations.

Under the decree, ‘‘the frequencies of radio or television
stations may be canceled if they transmit messages that incite
national hate and the destruction of public property.’’

Officials can monitor and control broadcast messages that
‘‘attack national security,’’ according to the decree.

Irish Boyzone pop star Gately dies
London AP, AFP-JIJI

Stephen Gately, a singer with the Irish boy band Boyzone, has
died after a night out while visiting the Spanish island of
Mallorca, the group said Sunday in a statement. He was 33.

It was not immediately clear how he died.
Gately and his partner, Andrew Cowles, were in Mallorca

together, the statement on the group’s Web site said. They were
wed in a civil union in 2006.

Boyzone was a U.K. hit maker in the 1990s and announced a
comeback tour at the end of last year. Gately also had released
several solo singles and appeared in stage musicals, including
‘‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.’’

Boyzone was one of the biggest acts to come out of Ireland in
the 1990s. Former Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern said
Gately’s death was ‘‘a huge tragedy to Irish entertainment, Irish
music and further afield as well.’’

Rock star Elton John said he and his partner, David Furnish,
were ‘‘stunned by this tragedy.’’

Jailed rapper wins two awards
Atlanta AP

Jailed rapper T.I. wasn’t able to attend the BET Hip-Hop
Awards but still won two trophies Saturday.

The rapper, who is locked up in an Arkansas penitentiary on a
federal weapons conviction, won the best collaboration award
with Rhianna for the song ‘‘Live Your Life’’ and the album of the
year award for ‘‘Paper Trail.’’ His fiancee, Tameka ‘‘Tiny’’
Cottle, accepted his awards at the ceremony in Atlanta and read
a letter by the rapper.

Jay-Z was honored as the ‘‘MVP of the Year,’’ while Drake
took home ‘‘Rookie of the Year,’’ and Ice Cube received the ‘‘I
Am Hip-Hop’’ icon award.

Mitterrand dogged by new scandal
BordeauxFrance AFP-JIJI

French Culture Minister Frederic Mitterrand was back in the
spotlight Saturday for standing as a character reference for two
rapists after a row over his admission of paying ‘‘boys’’ for sex.

Mitterrand, an urbane television personality and a nephew of
former Socialist President Francois Mitterrand, adopted a
pugnacious tone and threatened legal action over what he said
was a ‘‘new orchestrated campaign of insensitive calumny.’’

The controversy emerged after a French newspaper said
Mitterrand had testified to the ‘‘good character’’ of two youths in
the French overseas territory of La Reunion charged with the
gang rape of a 16-year-old girl.

The minister Saturday said he is godfather to one of the
youths, whose mother is a former makeup artist, and underlined
that his letter was a ‘‘gesture of compassion and generosity’’ to a
‘‘modest’’ family in ‘‘great distress.’’

The two youths and an accomplice were charged with rape
and sentenced to between eight and 15 years in prison.

Trial of South Africa’s ex-top cop rife with bribery, betrayal
Johannesburg
AFP-JIJI

------------------------------------------

Explosive revelations about
murder, bribery and betrayal
at the top levels of government
are gripping South Africa in
the landmark trial of the na-
tion’s former police chief.

Jackie Selebi, a 59-year-old
former antiapartheid activist
who became police chief and
the president of Interpol, last
week pleaded not guilty to
charges of corruption and de-
feating the ends of justice.

The case took two years to
come to trial, bogged down in
South African political debate
in the shadow of former Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki’s fall from
power.

The first days of testimony
proved riveting as convicted
drug dealer and murder sus-
pect Glenn Agliotti took the
stand after making a deal with
the state to testify in exchange
for indemnity.

He promptly unfurled a se-
ries of stunning allegations
about bribes that were given
to Selebi — including 1 million
rand ($150,000) in payments
and gifts of goods by Louis
Vuitton, Gucci and Hugo Boss.

Selebi once confidently said
Agliotti ‘‘is my friend, finish
and klaar (done).’’

But from the witness box,
Agliotti avoided eye contact
with Selebi and once broke
down in tears.

‘‘It’s not easy being here,’’

he said, eyes watering. ‘‘I
didn’t want to be here to testify
against my then friend and the
accused.’’

Selebi is accused of accept-
ing Agliotti’s gifts in exchange
for supplying him with sensi-
tive information, volunteering
his influence in a case against
a friend of Agliotti’s, and for
turning a blind eye to his Man-
drax dealings.

He is also charged with tip-
ping off the drug dealer that
his mobile phone number had
been identified in the investi-
gation into slain mining boss
and ruling party bankroller
Brett Kebble, who also alleg-
edly lined Selebi’s pockets.

Agliotti — due to go on trial
in 2010 for Kebble’s murder —

on Wednesday added to the
scandal by saying he had
bought shoes for former Presi-
dent Mbeki while shopping
with Selebi.

‘‘The accused was looking to
buy the president a pair of
shoes. I asked the shop assis-
tant to please put that pair of
shoes on my account as I
wished to purchase them for
the president,’’ he told the
courtroom.

‘‘He needed to buy a size
seven because the president
had small and broad feet,’’ he
added.

While in power, Mbeki re-
fused to act against his police
boss, even extending Selebi’s
contract after the accusations
were laid. Mbeki suspended

the nation’s chief prosecutor
after Selebi’s arrest warrant
was issued.

Selebi was eventually
charged in January and took
the stand confronted with hu-
miliating claims — such as a
request to fund a Paris dinner
after his election as Interpol
president, for which Agliotti
says he gave 30,000 rand in
cash.

The former top cop claims
that he is the victim of a politi-
cal conspiracy by former
prosecution bosses. He is
promising to set off his own
fireworks when he addresses
the court in a trial set to last
five weeks.

‘‘I am ready to drop bomb-
shells,’’ he vowed last week.

Spain national day

A friendly and prosperous relationship
Miguel Angel Carriedo
AMBASSADOR OF SPAIN

------------------------------------------

I have the pleasure to greet all
the readers of The Japan
Times once
again on the
happy occasion
of Spain’s Na-
tional Day.

This year our
c e l e b r a t  i  o  n  s
fol low the
events we held
a few days ago to commemo-
rate the 400th anniversary of
an important episode for bilat-
eral relations: the wreckage,
in 1609, of a Spanish galleon on
the coast off Onjuku, and the
rescue of its crew and passage

thanks to the heroic and gener-
ous intervention of the villag-
ers, notably its ‘‘ama (fishing
ladies).’’ Spain has not forgot-
ten that feat as H.M. King
Juan Carlos I underlines in the
congratulatory message he
has addressed to the village.

After so many years, Spain
and Japan contemplate their
relationship as a friendly and
prosperous one, and firmly be-
lieve that contacts within so-
called civil society will enrich
the existing bonds. Early in
November, the XII edition of
the Japan-Spain Forum will
be held in Tokyo. It is a consol-
idated initiative that enables
us to share points of view on is-
sues of mutual interest. The

forum will include this year a
special open session devoted
to our youngest fellow coun-
trymen.

I think that a reference to
the political situation in Japan
is inevitable. We are witness-
ing no doubt a very interesting
period of changes under a new
administration, which has set
very ambitious goals. The
government of Spain has been
closely following the events
and has high expectations for
the performance of the coali-
tion government. For the time
being, the expressed inten-
tions to strengthen social poli-
cies and contribute further to
the solution of global challeng-
es have been very much wel-

come.
As an EU country that will

have the privilege and the re-
sponsibility to preside over the
union in the first half of 2010,
Spain counts on its good, frank
relations with Japan to coordi-
nate policies in very relevant is-
sues of the international agen-
da, and keep the various instru-
ments of dialogue and bilateral
cooperation moving on.

My last words in this mes-
sage are for all the Spanish
residents in Japan, who con-
tribute so much with their
work to the knowledge and
good image of Spain. I thank
you all very sincerely and
wish you a very pleasant Na-
tional Day.

‘They will gain further control of who gets what
inside Iran. And that will empower them.’
ECONOMIST DJAVAD SALEHI-ISFAHANI
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