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World Cup piles pressure
on South Africa’s police
Johannesburg
REUTERS

------------------------------------------

When Constable T. Mkhize pa-
trols Johannesburg’s inner
city, scores of drug dealers
brazenly carry on with busi-
ness a few meters from his
vehicle.

After President Jacob Zu-
ma’s new orders for police to
shoot to kill if needed in order to
make South Africa safe for next
year’s World Cup soccer tour-
nament, the officer may get
more respect from criminals.

But the policy could back-
fire against a police force al-
ready battling perceptions
that it is too incompetent and
corrupt to take control of some
of the world’s most violent
streets before an estimated
500,000 fans arrive.

‘‘People will just be afraid of
us. They will think the police
will just go around shooting
anyone,’’ said Mkhize, whose
huge frame and scary frown
don’t seem to be a bonus in
his job.

‘‘We need the public’s trust
more than anything.’’

Police find improving their
image hard enough without
the added pressure of making

sure crime does not spoil the
World Cup, an event South Af-
ricans hope will bring their
country international prestige
as well as millions of tourist
dollars.

Although Zuma has told se-
nior police officials from
across South Africa he was not
encouraging a trigger-happy
police force, he made it clear
officers should become far
more energetic.

Finding that balance may
prove difficult for police who

lack the resources to do their
job properly but are still ex-
pected to take down murder-
ers, carjackers, and rapists
that have made South Africa
synonymous with crime.

After another 12-hour day,
Capt. Makola Samuel tried to
relax with colleagues outside
a gasoline station convenience
store in Parkview, a Johan-
nesburg suburb with plenty of
reminders that the public does
not rely much on the police.

Houses are protected by
high-voltage electric fences
and elaborate alarm systems
that alert armed private
guards working for big inter-
national security companies.

‘‘We don’t have enough vehi-
cles and when we do reach a
crime scene we have to watch
out for criminals. Sometimes
a few carry out the crime and
others are set up to shoot at us
when we arrive. They have
many more guns than we do,’’
he said.

‘‘Then people complain the
police show up too late.’’

Even when crime rates
drop, they don’t really reflect
how tough it is for police offi-
cers to succeed in an environ-
ment where criminals kill for
as little as a cell phone.

Murders dropped by 3.4 per-
cent from April 2008 to March
2009, but only to a staggering
18,143 cases. More than three-
quarters were caused by stab
wounds and gun shots.

Zuma’s call for the deadly
use of force if necessary
may have raised some eye-
brows in a country where the
police were associated with
repression for decades under
apartheid.

But his tough line made lit-
tle impression on the men who
held up a popular Johannes-
burg brunch spot on Sunday,
forcing dozens of customers to
lie flat on the floor while the
robbers emptied the register.
It was the second time it had
happened there.

An inefficient judicial sys-
tem that produces few convic-
tions means police have to
work even harder to demon-
strate they are putting crimi-
nals behind bars. The magni-
tude of the task may be too
much for some officers.

As stress levels rise, more
police officers are turning to
psychologists, despite the huge
stigma attached to mental
health issues in South Africa.

‘‘Many policemen I treat
wonder if they can cope. South
African policemen are at-
tacked by gangs both when they
are on and off duty,’’ said clini-
cal psychologist Neil Amoore.

‘‘They are concerned about

whether they are going to be
under more scrutiny during
the World Cup, in the interna-
tional spotlight. And they are
concerned if they shoot to kill
now it’s fine, but the rule will
be rescinded and they will be
punished after the World
Cup.’’

Officials have made it clear
that failure to police the World
Cup is not an option. South Af-

rica is boosting the size of its
police force of 183,000. Its arse-
nal includes 200 revamped ar-
mored vehicles, 100 high-per-
formance cars for road securi-
ty, 40 helicopters, and mobile
command vehicles.

Police are expected to be
prepared for the worst case sce-
nario, not just the possibility of
murders and carjackings.

‘‘We have simulations

throughout the country to deal
with any threats related to bio-
logical, radioactive or c h e m i -
cal (attacks), any disasters,
kidnappings, hijackings of
planes,’’ said police spokesman
Superintendent Vish Naidoo.

Brenda Ramokolos, a spe-
cial operations police officer
in Johannesburg’s notoriously
rough Hillbrow neighborhood,
says she will never regret be-

ing a cop, despite the constant
criticism and frustration.

‘‘We arrested lots of people
the other day and seized their
weapons,’’ she said, folding
her arms confidently over her
chest.

‘‘But residents in the area
were angry. They said we
fired too many rubber bullets
and now they have made an of-
ficial complaint.’’

Extending the hand of friendship
Katsumi Yamaguchi
CHAIRMAN, JAPAN-ZAMBIA FRIENDSHIP

ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT, ECC GROUP OF SCHOOLS

----------------------------------------

Congratulations on the 45th
anniversary of the
Independence
Day of the
Republic of
Zambia. Since
the founding of
our
Japan-Zambia
Friendship
Association in
1975, it has been a great honor
to join the people of the republic
in celebrating its Independence
Day each year.

The establishment of our
association is based on the
founding philosophy of the ECC
Foreign Language Institute,
which is the parent body of our
association: ‘‘It is our goal,
through the teaching of foreign
languages, to contribute to the
development of our students’
capabilities, international
awareness and leadership
qualities. In this way, we hope to
promote more interaction and

understanding among the
peoples of the world, thus helping
to contribute to world peace.’’

Our association has carried
out various activities to
promote mutual
understanding, and form
bonds of friendship between
the people of Zambia and the
people of Japan. It is indeed
the greatest pleasure for our
association to offer any
assistance we can to this
peace-loving nation. These
efforts are made possible
through joint work with the
ECC Save-the-Earth
Campaign, an annual
endeavor of the ECC Group of
Schools and the
Japan-Zambia Friendship
Association. This yearly
campaign collects donations
from students and staff, as well
as the general public.

Last year we organized our
campaign under the slogan,
‘‘Let’s Extend Warm Hands to
Friends’’ to supply children in
Zambia with clothing,
notebooks, pencils, erasers and
crayons. ECC students and staff
all over Japan joined the

campaign, and we shipped 19
crates of school essentials in
October last year, which were
received by the Maureen
Mwanawasa Community
Initiative (MMCI) in Lusaka.

It is indeed the greatest
pleasure for our association to
attempt to serve the needs of
the people of Zambia, even in
our small way. The association
and the ECC Group of Schools
will continue to make efforts in
the hopes of strengthening and
increasing the ties of friendship
between our two nations, and
throughout the world, with the
ultimate objective of eliminating
the three great human tragedies
of war, poverty and disease.

On behalf of the members of
our association, all of the ECC
students and staff, and the
people of Japan, we are
sincerely pleased on this
occasion to once again extend
our warmest congratulations to
President Rupiah Bwezani
Banda, and our love and
friendship to all the people of the
Republic of Zambia, with
heartfelt wishes for an
ever-brighter tomorrow.

Ready for trouble: South African police officers patrol the streets of Johannesburg in May 2008. AFP-JIJI

‘Sometimes a few (people) carry out the crime
and others are set up to shoot at us when we
arrive. They have many more guns than we do.’
POLICE CAPT. MAKOLA SAMUEL

President Rupiah Banda

Celebrating in a spirit of reconciliation
Mbikusita W. Lewanika
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY

AND PLENIPOTENTIARY

OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA TO JAPAN

------------------------------------------

On the very happy occasion of
Zambia’s 45th anniversary of
independence
today, Oct. 24,
2009, on behalf
of H.E. Rupiah
B. Banda, pres-
ident of the Re-
public of Zam-
bia, I have the
pleasure to ex-
tend my greetings to Their Im-
perial Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
as well as to the government
and wonderful people of Ja-
pan. I also extend my frater-
nal greetings to my fellow citi-
zens resident in Japan.

Zambia, the hub of Southern
Africa, is a landlocked coun-
try surrounded by the eight
friendly neighboring coun-
tries of Angola, Botswana, the
Democratic Republic of Con-
go, Malawi, Mozambique, Na-
mibia, Tanzania and Zimba-
bwe. It is a politically stable
and peaceful country, which
contributed immensely to the
liberation struggle in South-
ern Africa and has brokered
peace in many countries with-
in the region.

Zambia-Japan relations
have grown steadily ever
since Zambia’s independence
45 years ago and entered a
very intense stage with the in-
troduction of the Tokyo Inter-
national Conference on Afri-
can Development (TICAD).

Zambia and Japan share
the same vision of democracy,
good governance and a nucle-
ar-free world in which man-
kind’s full potential can be re-
alized for social and economic
development.

Zambia and Japan also
share a common fear of nucle-
ar war, environmental degra-
dation, pollution, natural di-
sasters and catastrophes,
which are beyond man’s con-
trol. But we also share a com-
mon determination that man-
kind is capable of surviving
these calamities.

Zambia’s National Day,
which coincides with United
Nations Day, is this year being
celebrated under the new and
dynamic leadership of Presi-
dent Banda, the fourth presi-
dent of the Republic of Zambia.

There is great potential for
investment in the agricultural
sector. The country’s vast and
fertile land (752,614 sq. km),
which is mostly plateau, is
suitable for growing a variety
of crops, including rice,
wheat, tropical fruits, cassa-

va, and a variety of fresh vege-
tables for the readily avail-
able regional and internation-
al market. Zambia also boasts
of harboring 40 percent of
SADC surface water or 30 per-
cent of sub-Saharan Africa
surface water, which can easi-
ly be harnessed for irrigation.

Under its Vision 2010 and its
fifth National Development
Plan 2006-2010, Zambia has
strove to improve the living
standards of its 12.2 million
people by strategically focus-
ing on education, health, infra-
structure, mining, agricul-
ture, tourism, energy, youth,
women and human resource
development. These develop-
ments, though being driven
mainly by domestic invest-
ment and demand, have also
enjoyed a fusion of donor fund-
ing and significant foreign di-
rect investment. It is in this
context that Zambia appreci-
ates and cherishes the warm
and cordial relations that exist
between Zambia and Japan.

Over four decades the Japa-
nese government and people
have continued to underwrite
important socioeconomic in-
frastructure in Zambia. In ac-
cordance with the Zambian
people’s priorities, key areas
that are recipients of Japa-
nese grants and aid are educa-
tion, health, human resource
development and grass-roots
support for vulnerable people.
Japanese NGOs have also
been active in mobilizing
grass-roots assistance, espe-
cially to the vulnerable groups
in Zambian Society.

The Zambian government
is also making efforts to ex-
ploit some of the incentives ex-
tended by the Japanese gov-
ernment such as duty-free and
quota-free import of agricul-
tural products from the Least
Developed Countries (LDCs).
As a result, the volume and de-
mand for Zambian coffee in
Japan has increased. A num-
ber of outlets in Tokyo, Yoko-
hama, Nagoya, Osaka, Kyoto
and Hiroshima sell Zambian
coffee.

Other agricultural products
now on promotion include hon-
ey, dried vegetables of various
types, treacle and maple syr-
up, and horticultural products
such as asparagus, paprika
and baby corn.

Generally, Zambia’s eco-
nomic fundamentals are en-
couraging and these are being
propelled by my country’s free
market economy policies,
where trade, interest and ex-
change rates are fully liberal-
ized. Zambia has been under-
going considerable economic
reforms to create a macroeco-

nomic growth framework.
The vision for Zambia is to
create a middle-income coun-
try by 2030.

Zambia is a country very
well endowed with vast natu-
ral and mineral resources.
Mining has been for a long
time the mainstay of the econ-
omy. Zambia is one of the larg-
est producers and exporters of
copper and cobalt in the world.
The country also produces
gemstones and precious
stones, supplying about 20 per-
cent of emeralds on the world
market. Important rare met-
als and gemstones produced
include nickel, platinum, ura-
nium, some gold, zinc, tour-
maline, aquamarine, garnets

and amethysts. Exploration
for oil will soon commence fol-
lowing promising initial re-
sults.

Zambia has become one of
the continent’s top investment
destinations according to in-
ternational ratings, and I en-
courage interested Japanese
firms to take advantage of the
lucrative investment opportu-
nities and political climate to
invest in the Zambian mining
sector. Because of the recent
recovery in prices, and ongo-
ing discoveries of new depos-
its and commissioning of new
mines, copper production is
forecast to hit an all-time high
of 1 million tons per annum by
2010. The discovery and ex-
traction of rare metals such as
uranium and nickel is making
the Zambian mining industry
competitive — attracting in-
vestors from major players in
the global economy.

On future perspectives, the
discovery of potential oil and
gas deposits in Northwestern
Province and other parts of
Zambia has brightened Zam-
bia’s economic prospects.
The government has demar-
cated and advertised invita-
tions for bids for gas and oil
exploration in 23 blocks
across the country. The dead-
line for submitting applica-
tions for bids has been ex-
tended to November. A state

oil exploration company has
just been formed, and the
government will soon adver-
tise bids for oil and gas pros-
pecting open to investors
from across the world. It is
our hope that Japanese mul-
tinational corporations will
seize this opportunity to con-
sider investing in this strate-
gic industry.

The government is also es-
tablishing two multifacility
economic zones to diversify
the economy and promote ex-
ports, with two locations in Lu-
saka and the Copperbelt. For
more information on invest-
ment opportunities, visit
www.zda.org.zm

On tourism, I wish to en-
courage Japanese people to
visit Zambia and see one of
the Seven Wonders of the
World, the mighty Victoria
Falls. The Victoria Falls is 1.7
km long, of which 1.2 km are
in Zambia. Other interesting
tourist spots include Zambian
national parks such as North
and South Luangwa National
Parks (Mfuwe, the main set-
tlement of South Luangwa
National Park is famous for
legendary walking safaris),
Kafue National Park (the
largest national park) and
Lower Zambezi National Park
(elephants and other game).
For more on tourism, visit
www.zambiantourism.com

Zambians face many chal-
lenges, which are not insur-
mountable, in their pursuit of
economic prosperity and im-
proving welfare. The govern-

ment is focused and deter-
mined to fulfill its develop-
mental objectives. We wish to
express our appreciation and
gratitude for the support re-

ceived from The Japan Times,
Japan-Zambia Friendship As-
sociation and Toyota Tsusho,
which has facilitated the pub-
lication of this message.
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